
 

 

 

April 2017 Volume 1 Edition 10 

R2 Note ... 
 Inspired by our Lenten worship 

series and my experience in training 

this is an updated post from March 

22, 2017 on Facebook… 

 

Y ou've Got Real Nerve ... I recently had a “first” in my 

training. It was the first time I recall 

doing something that aggravated my 

Peripheral Nerve Disorder (PND). It 

started on a Friday and got to the 

point that I couldn't bend my right 

arm for a period of time. I made 

adjustments and just kept going. I 

knew it wasn't muscular. The pain 

was too similar to the PND problems 

I had prior to losing weight. It's deep 

and gnawing and seemingly goes to 

the bone. Fighting through the pain 

is physically and mentally exhausting. 

Neither ice nor heat help. 

Ibuprophen helps by easing the 

inflammation. Resting from exercise 

is equally helpful. A weekend of rest 

meant I was ready to attack it on my 

next training day. Yet one of the 

exercises aggravated the same PND 

in my right forearm again.It 

compromises both my grip and my 

strength. By the 5th and last circuit I 

was near tears on one particular 

exercise so we mercifully adjusted. 

The pain was excruciating. Still, it was 

an amazing workout. I began to 

relate to so many athletes who 

continue to put in the work through their 

pain. As I did a lighter than normal cool-

down on the track. I caught myself several 

times looking down at my right arm and, in 

my mind, yelling at it, "You've got real 

nerve! Why are you interfering with my 

quest for health?" Then I'd laugh realizing 

I'm screaming at an invisible nerve that it's 

got real nerve. It's just doing its job even if 

it's in overdrive with the PND. It's letting me 

know I've pushed it too far. The question is: 

what will I do with the message it's trying to 

send?   

 The next day was a challenge for both 

my grip and strength in my right arm. This 

right-hander did many more things with her 

left hand and arm. Which was comical at 

times. Yet every time the pain flared I found 

myself looking at my right arm and mentally 

screaming a now familiar phrase, "You've got real nerve!" Every time I was using the 

phrase I did so from the negative. Yet I wonder: is it such a bad thing...to have nerve? 

Can it be a positive? When we say it it's out of frustration because someone has dared 

to cross or break an imposed limit or boundary. When we say it we intend to demean 

the one to and about whom we speak. "You've got real nerve challenging the norm, 

the status quo, that rule that's meant to keep you in your place." "You've got real 

nerve suggesting a new idea! Don't you know it's never been done that way before?!" 

"You've got real nerve coming here! Don't you know you don't belong?" 

 I wonder how many times the Pharisees hissed at Jesus under their breath, 

"You've got real nerve, Rabbi, challenging tradition and our understanding of who 

God is and who is part of the covenant!" One of the reasons I love Jesus so much is 

the very fact that he had nerve. He had the nerve to make known that our God is 

incarnational because God wants an embodied, enfleshed, in-person, one-on-one 

relationship with God's creation. He had the nerve to heal physically, spiritually, and 

covenantally those persons on the margins. He had the nerve to invite the least of 

these to follow him, welcoming them as Continued on page 2 

Based on John 2:14-17, this depiction of 

Jesus cleansing the temple is one of 

several images cast into a large bronze 

Celtic cross sculpted by C. Malcolm 

Powers.    The cross is a memorial to 

Peg Molin, given by her husband Keith.  

You can visit this cross in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan at First Presbyterian Church.  

To see the full cross visit www-

personal .umich.edu/~mmpowrs/

back.html#27 
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     Recently Mallory Reuter and I traveled to Richmond 

Missouri to participate in the Baby Grace Summit. We were 

proud to represent Court Street UMC’s Baby Grace and to 

meet and visit with the other 15 chapters currently 

participating in Baby Grace across Missouri. We gathered 

together as a large group and then broke out into small 

groups. We heard testimonies from Baby Grace mothers and 

also learned about the poverty generation. 

 Thank you for your support of Baby 

Grace and the work we do to help those less 

fortunate than ourselves in our community. 

 ~ Linda Mealy 

 Baby Grace Summit 

disciples, and when one turned away he had the nerve to not run after him with an 

amazing sales pitch or use the Torah as a weapon to beat the person into submission 

and faith. He had the nerve to break boundaries by engaging in life changing 

conversations with a Samaritan woman at a well—a well that was in territory that 

would have made him ritually unclean. He had the nerve to welcome the children, 

who had no value in his day, and give a dire warning about those who would keep the 

children away (millstone anyone). He had the nerve to basically hold up a protest sign 

proclaiming, "The Lives of the Least of these Matters!" Then he had the nerve to say 

that if we wanted to understand the kindom of heaven we had to be childlike. He had 

the nerve to defeat death in raising Lazarus. He had the nerve to change his mind 

when challenged by the Syrophoenician woman. He had the nerve to defeat the grave 

in his own resurrection. He had the nerve to appear first to a woman and commission 

her to tell others about his resurrection. He had the nerve to insist that his life, his 

way, is Good News. He had the nerve to commission his followers to go and do 

likewise. He had the nerve to breathe peace into his disciples and insist that we could 

do even greater things than he did. He has the nerve to intercede for us every 

moment. He had the nerve to speak and act for justice and empower us to do the 

same. Whew! That’s some nerve! 

 As ones who claims the name of Christ perhaps it is a grand thing to have nerve.  

Perhaps it takes a little or even a lot of nerve to make God's kingdom a reality on 

earth as it is in heaven. Perhaps that's why in the next training I decided to embrace 

my nerve.  I have a lot of nerve to dare to lift weights when my PND would place 

limits on what I can do physically. I have a lot of nerve challenging those limitations. 

We, as disciples, have a lot of nerve believing our faith story can impact the lives of 

others. We have a lot of nerve believing we can transform the world. Lest we buckle 

under the weight of a seemingly impossible mission let us remember that the One 

Who Has Nerve not only makes all things possible but also is with us to the end. So, 

let’s embrace our nerve! Until we meet again, 

May God fill us with audacious dream for ministry in this place, 

Rev. Rebecca 

Continued from page 1 Music! Music! Music! 
Joyful Celebrations of Easter 

at Court Street 

 The next couple of Sundays will 

be big in the musical life of our 

Church. 

 We have a group of guest 

musicians, including some of our 

own, coming to sing at Court Street 

as part of the Palm Sunday Service. 

We will also be presenting "Let 

Justice Roll," a narration of Martin 

Luther King's "Letter from a 

Birmingham Jail" against a stirring 

musical backdrop. 

 The Easter Sunday message will 

be a cantata titled "I've Just Seen 

Jesus." This presentation, which 

includes old favorites and  takes us 

from the triumphal entry through the 

events of Holy Week, and ends with 

Christ's final victory over death on 

Easter Sunday. 

 Make plans to attend both 

services. I know you will find both to 

be a blessing. 

 ~ Jared Shulse 

“Life stands before me like an eternal spring with new and  

brilliant clothes.”  

—Carl Friedrich Gauss   



 

 -3- 

Court Street Connection volume 1 • number 10 

Sunday, April 30 

Our Giving Allows Native 

Americans to Encounter, 

Worship, and Serve Jesus. 
 

 When you support Native 

American Ministries Sunday, you 

equip seminary students who will 

honor and celebrate Native American 

culture in their ministries. And you 

empower congregations that are 

finding fresh new ways to minister to 

their communities with the love of 

Christ. As a member of The United 

Methodist Church, your gift, on this 

day, equips Native congregations—

like New York’s Onondaga Nation 

UMC and Nebraska’s Native 

Am e r i c a n  S a c r e d  W i n d s 

congregation—to worship and serve 

as only they can. This work, and 

hundreds of other ministries, are 

possible because you give. 

 The season of Lent which began on 

March 1 has been a blessing. Our 

sanctuary has been transformed by the 

wonderful creative team. The waters of 

justice and righteousness that surround 

as our worship series Roll Down, Justice! 

flowed remind us of our baptismal 

vows.  Through music, scripture, and 

images the series has reminded us of 

who we are called 

to be in this world. 

On Palm Sunday 

we welcome guest 

musicians from 

Columbia and 

Fulton to share in 

proclaiming the 

Good News in 

song.  The piece, Roll Down, Justice: 

Song from a Birmingham Jail, combines 

the music of Mark Miller with portions 

of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Letter from a 

Birmingham Jail. 

 Court Street UMC will host our 

shared Holy Week Pilgrimage 

beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Good 

Friday, April 14. The journey will begin 

in the Fellowship Hall and, after another 

stop or two along the way, will end in 

the Sanctuary. The service celebrates 

the Triduum, the three holy days 

comprised of Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday, and Holy Saturday or the Easter 

Vigil. We’ll begin with worship and a 

light meal in the Fellowship Hall as we 

remember Jesus’ Last Supper in the 

Upper Room as we share memories of 

special meals from our lifetimes as well 

as our experiences of radical hospitality. 

Just as Jesus moved from the Upper 

Room to the Garden of Gethsemane, 

we, too, will move to our next 

destination on the journey. Finally, we 

will make our way to the sanctuary 

where we will remember 

and reaffirm our baptism, 

share in holy communion, 

and a blessing for this life 

of discipleship. 

 You’ll find more 

details about our Easter 

Sunday message in music 

in an article by our Music 

Director, Jared Shulse. The Court Street 

Singers will proclaim the Word in Song 

as we celebrate the resurrection.  You 

are invited to begin the day with 

Breakfast @ 9 a.m. and an Easter Egg 

Hunt @ 9:30 a.m. followed by Worship 

at 10 a.m. Invite your family and 

friends!  We’ll be feasting on sausage 

gravy and biscuits along with fresh fruit 

and a variety of beverages. To be 

prepared for the day we invite you to 

bring wrapped candy and empty plastic 

eggs. There will be opportunities to fill 

the eggs from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 

Board Room across from the offices 

throughout the week between Palm and 

Easter Sundays. 

Lent Culminates in Series of Special  

Worship Opportunities 

 Thanks to the hardwork and dedication of our 

Trustee Specialists we now have three new water 

fountains throughout the building!  

 And we also want to give thanks for our elevator 

now being in good working order. It took many hours 

and many trips of the dedicated service department 

from AllRise Elevator Company before the exact issue 

was located and repaired but it is now up and running!  
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 Ray Buckley, storyteller and 

distinguished Native American, currently 

on the faculty of the Academy of 

Spiritual Development in Nashville, will 

lead a course that will help those who 

desire to better convey their faith 

through story. Ray is the author/

illustrator of seven books incuding The 

Give-Away that was selected to appear 

on the CBS Christmas Eve special, An 

American Christmas, produced by the 

National Council of Churches. His 

stories, poetry, and art have appeared in 

numerous journals, periodicals, books, 

and museums. Mr. Buckley is the 1999 

recipient of the Amy Crotts Award for 

humanitarianism. 

 This one day course, which was the 

most highly regarded at the School of 

Lay Ministry in 2012, will be held 8:30 

a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday, May 6 at the 

United Methodist Conference Center. 

Registration is $32 ($40 with lunch), due 

no later than April 28. You must obtain 

the book Dancing With Words, available 

a t  a m a z o n . c o m  ( $ 1 4 )  o r 

www.cokesbury.com ($9.80). For 

registration form or more information, 

contact Linda Rootes or the church 

office.  
Linda Mealy and Court Street United 

Methodist Church, 

 I would like to take this 

opportunity to express my 

appreciation to you for your support 

of the Festival of Lights by sponsoring 

a Christmas tree in the Field of Joy. 

With this being the first year of the 

Field of Joy no one was really sure 

what it would look like. Thank you for 

being willing to support our initial 

effort to further expand the annual 

Fulton Festival of Lights. The Salvation 

Army of Callaway County raised 

$575.00 with the Field of Joy.  When 

added to our red kettle campaign we 

raised over $12,575.00 that will be 

used to help Callaway County 

residents in need of emergency utility 

assistance. 

 We only raise money during the 

holiday season, but we seek to aide 

those who need our assistance all 

year long.  With your support, we will 

continue to assist those in need 

throughout the year. 

God bless you! 

Glenda L. Fitch,  

Salvation Army Board Chairman 

To Our Church Family Friends, 

 Thank you so much for all the 

support we have received during 

Doug’s illness & death with all the 

calls, cards, prayers, hugs, and the 

wonderful meal you fixed for us after 

Doug’s funeral. We feel very loved and 

that helps make our grief easier to 

bear. We appreciate it all very much. 

~ Phyllis Rodecape,  

Stephanie Davis  

and all of the Rodecape Family 

From the 

mailbox... 

 Bishop Robert Farr is on a listening 

tour of the Missouri Annual Conference 

as he yearns to learn more about race 

relations in our communities. He will be 

making a stop along this tour at 5 p.m. 

on Tuesday, April 18 at St. James United 

Methodist Church. He has set aside this 

day in order to spend time with both St. 

James and Court Street UMCs and to 

learn more about race relations in Fulton 

and the ministry of this charge. He will 

begin at 5 p.m. with a time of prayer 

with the two congregations. This will be 

followed by a prayer walk at 5:30 p.m. 

led by Robert Childs. Those who are 

unable to walk are welcome to stay in 

the sanctuary for prayer. During the walk 

we will be telling the story of some of 

the significant areas of our community 

including Carver School. We anticipate 

returning to St. James around 6:15 p.m. 

Once we return there will be snacks and 

holy conversations. The participants in 

the Holding Up Your Corner study will 

share from their experience of the study. 

This will also be a time to dream about 

how God is calling us to hear the 

hollering in our community and respond 

with grace so that we can continue to 

foster healthy relationships between 

persons of all colors. The event will 

conclude by 7:30 p.m. Golf carts may be 

available during the prayer walk. The 

community is welcome to attend 

beginning at 5:30 p.m. with the prayer 

walk. The initial time is reserved for the 

Bishop to spend with the two 

congregations alone. 

Bishop’s Evening of Prayer Sparks  

Holy Conversations 

“The soul would have no rainbows if the eyes had  
no tears.”  

Native American proverb 
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April 2017 Court Street UMC Calendar of Events  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
   1 

2  5th Sunday in 
Lent 

8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m. Praise Team 

Warmup 

9:45 a.m. Fellowship 

10 a.m. Worship 

5 p.m. Book Study 

(FH) 

3 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Girl Scouts (FH) 

4 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

Fitness Class 

(FH) 

5 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With Ease 

Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

6 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

 

7 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk 

With Ease 

Program (FH) 

12 p.m.12 p.m.12 p.m.12 p.m. Lenten 

Lunch (First 

Christian Church) 

8 
8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m. CMCA 

Healthy 

Relationships 

Class 

(Classrooms) 

10 a.m. 10 a.m. 10 a.m. 10 a.m. Mommy 

& Baby Fair 

(Callaway County 

Electric) 

9 6th Sunday in Lent 
 Passion/Palm 

 Sunday  

8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m. Praise Team 

Warmup 

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m. Fellowship 

10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m. Worship 

5 p.m. Book Study (FH) 

10 Holy Week 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Girl Scouts (FH) 

11 Holy 
 Week 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

Fitness Class 

(FH) 

6 p.m. 6 p.m. 6 p.m. 6 p.m. Girl 

Scouts (FH) 

12 Holy Week 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With Ease 

Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Court Street Ringers 

(Sanctuary) 

7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m. Court Street Singers 

(Sanctuary) 

13 Holy Week 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Girl Scout 

Leader Mtg. 

14 Good 
 Friday 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk 

With Ease 

Program (FH) 

6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m. Good 

Friday Pilgrimage 

(Court Street 

UMC) 

15 Holy 
 Saturday 

 
 

16 Easter 
8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. Breakfast 

9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m. Praise Team 

Warmup 

9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Easter Egg 

Hunt 

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m. Fellowship 

10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m. Worship 

17 OFFICE CLOSED 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Girl Scouts (FH) 

18 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

Fitness Class 

(FH) 

5 p.m. 5 p.m. 5 p.m. 5 p.m. Bishop’s 

Day of Prayer 

(St. James 

UMC) 

19 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With Ease 

Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Court Street Ringers 

(Sanctuary) 

7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m. Court Street Singers 

(Sanctuary) 

20 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

21 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk 

With Ease 

Program (FH) 

22 
9 a,m,9 a,m,9 a,m,9 a,m, Baby Grace 

Ryan’s Case for 

Smiles Pillowcase 

Workshop (First 

Presbyterian) 

23 2nd Sunday  
 of Easter 

Festival of God’s 

Creation 

8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m. Praise Team 

Warmup 

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.  Fellowship 

10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m. Worship 

24 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Girl Scouts (FH) 

Newsletter Articles Newsletter Articles Newsletter Articles Newsletter Articles 

DueDueDueDue    

25  
World 

Malaria Day 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

Fitness Class 

(FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Girl 

Scouts (FH) 

26 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Walk With Ease 

Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Court Street Ringers 

(Sanctuary) 

7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m. Court Street Singers 

(Sanctuary) 

27 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

28 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk 

With Ease 

Program (FH) 

29 

30 3rd Sunday of 
 Easter 

Native American 

Ministries Sunday 

8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m. Praise Team 

Warmup 

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.  Fellowship 

10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m. Worship 
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Court Street 

United Methodist Church 

719 Court Street 

Fulton, MO  65251 

 

Return Service Requested 

Court Street UMC 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO  65251    

Office Hours:  8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Monday-Friday      

Phone: 573.642.5721     

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: FultonUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office Hours: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

(other times when available and by appointment) 

Web: www.courtumc.org 

Facebook: www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist 

 

Mission:  

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation  

of the world. 

 

Vision:  

We are committed to . . .  

 Connect with God and each other . . .  

Grow together in our faith . . .  

Serve God and community in Christian love. 

 

Staff:  

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Jared Shulse, Music Leader/Musician 

Becky Teacutter, Administrative Assistant 

Lucas Sellmeyer, Custodian 

Contact Info and Office Hours 
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