
My column this month is a reflection I posted on Facebook on 

Tuesday, January 17. I often pen reflections following my 

workouts. Sometimes I write reflections following interactions 

both inside and outside the church. More often than not these 

posts highlight the ways in which God is living and working in 

our midst. From time to time I may share these reflections with 

you. I am humbled by the response to the 

post below. Many left comments about what 

it meant to them. Others sent private 

messages. It has collected 85 responses from 

“like” to “love” to “wow.” Two people shared 

it with others. The pieces I mention below are 

part of my prayer closet, a place I’ve been 

spending much time in as I continue to have 

conversations with God and discern God’s 

vision for Court Street UMC. Please note that, 

other than the dropped capital, the 

formatting remains the same as in the post. 

There are no paragraph breaks. And now, 

without further ado… 

 

M ysterious Ways ... On my way to pick up lunch I stopped 

in one of the stores in the Brick District. I'd been eyeing 

a few items that are inspiration pieces for a potential sermon. 

I'd told the shopkeeper a couple of weeks ago that I would be 

back to get something. Today, I finally decided to get them so 

they'll be around as visual inspiration. A muse of sorts. When I 

walked in I said hello to the woman behind the counter and 

commented, "I told you I'd be back." I was surprised when I got 

to the counter to discover that I hadn't actually been speaking 

with the shopkeeper but another of her employees. The two 

women look very much alike when you're walking quickly to 

make sure the items are still in stock. The woman who rang me 

up asked if I am the pastor at the church down the street. For 

the record, there are four churches down the street, two of 

which have female pastors. This began a delightful 

conversation. Turns out she had attended worship on 

Christmas Eve. I gave her a card and invited her to worship this 

week. At that moment another woman I know walked in and 

joined the conversation. Finally the woman 

behind the counter asked me why I'm 

buying these particular items. I explained 

that they'd inspired a message I may be 

giving sometime.  "What's the message," 

she asked. "Well, the main point is that we 

often feel we're broken and quite the 

opposite of beautiful. We feel as though 

there's no way God could possibly love us 

or use us. These pieces are made of broken 

bits of glass. Yet an Artist brought these 

broken bits together in such a lovely way. 

And look," I toggled the switch on the 

bottom so that the light comes on, "the 

light still shines and it's more beautiful now 

than it was before." She had a tear in her eye. Perhaps that 

message was simply meant for her ears only. Perhaps it was 

the message she needed to hear. Perhaps it was the reminder 

she needed that she's still beautiful in the midst of whatever 

her circumstances might be.  Perhaps she needed to be 

reminded that the Artist is still making her whole in a new way.  

Perhaps she needed to know that it's still possible for the Light 

to shine and seep through our brokenness to bring Light to 

others.  God works in mysterious ways! 

Until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit, 

Rev. Rebecca 
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Ice Won’t Break Our Spirits 

St. James UMC Moves Forward with Milestones of Mission Ministry  

 The ice storms in both December 2016 and January 

haven’t broken the spirits of the congregation of St. James 

UMC. They are more determined than ever to carry on with 

both The Great Giveaway and St. James Eats. Neither event 

was cancelled. Each was simply postponed. The Great 

Giveaway was held on Saturday, January 28. The 

congregation is considering another giveaway for the summer. 

They have rescheduled St. James Eats for the long Presidents’ 

Day Weekend. Children and youth will be out of school on 

Friday, February 17 while faculty and staff have a professional 

development day. With schools closed for the holiday on 

Monday giving children a 4-day weekend some students will 

miss out on the nutrition provided by the school system. St. 

James UMC wants to help fill-in the gap by providing a free 

meal from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, February 18 

in their Fellowship Hall. There will be sandwiches, soup, fresh 

fruit, dessert, and drinks. This is the congregation’s chance 

to share the abundance of the Lord’s Table. Psalm 23 reminds 

us all that not only does God prepare an abundant table 

before us in the presence of our enemies but our cup also runs 

over. As the hands, feet, and heart of Christ in our community 

St. James Eats is setting an abundant table in the midst of the 

enemies of hunger, poverty, and injustice so that their guests 

might experience God’s amazing grace. If you’d like to be part 

of this wonderful ministry contact Robert Childs for more 

information. 

 Want to start the New Year off by getting healthier? Join 

our Walk With Ease Program! They meet 9:30-10:30, 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in the 

Fellowship Hall. This program is designed by The 

Arthritis Foundation to ease the pain of arthritis 

and improve overall health but everyone is 

welcome to join. Make new friends, walk a while, 

have fun! And best of all, there is no charge! 

 Or join our newest exercise program 

began Tuesday, January 24  and is led by Libby 

Byler from the Callaway YMCA. There are two chances to 

participate and you may take advantage of either one or both 

of them! The Tuesday class begins at Noon and 

the Thursday class begins at 9:30 a.m. Libby will 

lead us in both cardio and stretching. She'll be 

bringing the best of her ABC Fitness (All Body 

Core) and Stretch Pilates from the YMCA. You will 

need to wear comfortable clothes and sneakers, 

bring your own yoga mat and weights (2-5 lbs.) if 

you'd like to use them. While the classes are free 

you will be given an opportunity to leave a love 

offering for Libby. Let's all get healthy and stronger together!  

Let’s Get Healthy Together 

 Callaway County’s Coalition Against Rape 

and Domestic Violence (CARDV) is hosting its 

inaugural benefit fundraiser from 7-9 p.m. on 

Saturday, February 25 at the Fulton Country 

Club. In the midst of all the Oscar buzz we’ll have 

an evening of fun for a good cause. Proceeds 

will support CARDV’s services to anyone in 

Callaway County who has been affected by 

domestic and/or sexual violence. It is committed 

to a community-based approach through direct 

services as well as social and systemic change. 

Tickets are $35 for individuals or $60 for couples. 

Tickets include heavy appetizers and two drink 

tokens. No need to wear your finest Oscar attire.  

Simple casual cocktail attire is suggested. 

CARDV Hosts Fun-Raising Event 



-3- 

February 20th 

 Court Street United Methodist Church 

is now “wi-fi” enabled throughout the 

entire building! Thanks to a matching 

grant from the Missouri United Methodist 

Foundation (MOUMF) and the expert skills 

of Eric Denny the Fellowship Hall, education wing, and office 

areas now have internet access! This will enable us to more 

fully utilize technology throughout the building for our 

current and future ministries. While this has been a long-

term goal, we were prompted to take action by the need of 

Wi-Fi access in the Fellowship Hall for the Lifeline Screening 

on Thursday, January 19. This event was a benefit to 

members of our community.  We hope to be able to host 

this event again in the future. 

 We received a matching grant from MOUMF to assist in 

purchasing needed equipment and materials to update our 

technology. Wiring was also donated by a local university to 

assist in our project. Eric volunteered his time to install the 

equipment and get the system up and running for us. His 

patience and expertise are greatly appreciated and we will all 

benefit from his generosity. He and his daughter, Mackenzie, 

along with wife Lindsay (Ready) spent time installing the 

wiring and equipment as well as trouble shooting the 

project’s frustration over a 3-day period. They had the 

system up and running before our health screening event. 

 A big thank you to the Denny family.  We hold you in 

high regard!  Way to go!! 

Deana Ready & Rev. Rebecca 

~ Grant Writing Team 

Matching Grant Means 

Improved Wi-Fi Access 

Have you turned in your 2017 Pledge Card?  

Your support is important to the church and your 

contribution will help us set our ministry goals for 

2017. We couldn't do this without you!  

 Once again, Court Street UMC will be taking a team, or 

two, to the President’s Day Trivia Night on February 18 in 

support of the Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society. Cost 

is $25 per player, tables of 8 only, and a meal (pulled pork) 

is included. Join the fun at 6 p.m. at Callaway Electric for the 

meal with Trivia beginning sharply at 7 p.m.  The name of a 

past president will be drawn on February 3 by the mayor 

and one round of Trivia will be on that president.  Contact 

Nancy Lewis to sign up.   It’s a FUN time for all!   

Presidents’ Day Trivia Night 

Historical Society Fundraiser 

February 
Greeting you at the door this month will be: 

Les & Deanna Hudson 

Penny & Randy Flow 



To Clap or Not to Clap 

 Someone remarked to me on a recent Sunday that they 

weren't sure whether to clap or not after the Act of Praise that 

the Court Street Singers offer every week. I thought this might 

be an appropriate topic to write on, so here I go... 

 The short answer is: Do what the Holy 

Spirit moves you to do.  

 Here's the longer version: I have had 

opportunities to either make music for, 

or to participate in as a worshiper, a 

variety of different worship services, 

ranging from the very traditional to the 

very modern, rigidly liturgical to 

completely unplanned, across the 

spectrum of Christian denominations, 

and even some non-denominational 

ones, as well. The answer to any question regarding the 

behavior of worshipers is never going to be simple. I could not, 

for example, say "Methodists do this..." versus "Lutherans 

do that..." Even within traditions that have a very regimented 

liturgical worship service, one can find variations from one 

congregation to the next. 

 These differences can create quite an uneasy feeling to the 

uninitiated worshiper, and could even have an impact on 

whether a seeker returns for a second visit. It is important, 

therefore, to support our fellow churchgoers, regardless of 

how they respond in worship. Do we not all come into our 

Sunday worship service hoping, if not expecting, to be moved 

in some way? 

 We even have a little bit of inconsistency within our own 

congregation. Sometimes you clap, 

sometimes you don't. Applause 

occurred after the Christmas Cantata, 

for example. A few other times it has 

happened during my tenure here. This 

probably makes the first few seconds 

after the Act of Praise a little awkward. 

Do I? Don't I? What if I'm the only 

one? It's an understandable fear. 

 What it comes down to is this 

- any act that occurs in worship, if it is 

authentic and God-centered, is acceptable to Him, and should 

be accepted by your fellow worshipers.  

 Don't force it, however. Do not feel compelled to applaud 

for the sake of us musicians. We seek to serve and please God 

through our music, and to aid our fellow Christians in their 

worship. We are not offended by applause or by the lack of 

applause (we actually kind of like it when we get it, but don't 

tell anyone).  

~ Jared Shulse 

 Music Director 

Valentine Bags for Our Folks at Home 

 The season of Lent begins later this year with Ash 

Wednesday on March 1.  Lent is a time of reminding ourselves 

who we are called to be in this world.  Our Lenten series is 

inspired by Amos, a prophet whose message is that God calls 

us to let “justice roll down like waters.”  Worship without 

justice is not acceptable, rather our songs must move us to 

action on behalf of the oppressed.  Through the powerful 

music of Mark Miller, the creative liturgies of Dr. Marcia McFee, 

and the remembrance of our rituals of baptism (the origins of 

Lent), this season will offer us reflection and renewed 

inspiration to let our voices be turned to the 

heart of the Gospel-proclaiming God’s love for 

all people.  We will spend time with Amos, 

the psalmists, Matthew, Luke, Isaiah, and 

Jeremiah during this season. 

  

Worship through the Seasons 

We will again be delivering our popular Valentine Bags to our members who can’t always join us for services. The bags, with 

each person’s name on it, will be in the lobby outside the sanctuary beginning January 29 for two weeks. Some blank cards 

are available on the tables and we encourage you to bring your own. We want the bags to be FULL of  Valentine notes and 

blessings (no candy please). Be sure your cards are in the bags by Sunday, February 12.   Many thanks!       

~Rita Mock  
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 The Administrative Board met January 23, 2017.  The 

2017 meeting schedule was determined.  Deana Ready was 

elected as the Administrative Board Chair and Linda Rootes 

the Administrative Board Secretary. The current treasurer’s 

report and end of year reports were reviewed.   

~Submitted by Deana Ready 

Administrative Board Chair 

Court Street UMC 

Administrative Board Brief 

 Thank you for letting us have our cookie kickoff at 

the church. 

~From Troop 71045 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Friends  & Members of the Court Street Methodist 

Church, 

 Thanks so much for remembering me at Christmas 

with your beautiful Christmas cards & notes. I appreciated 

your kindness and thoughtfulness. I miss my church and 

friends as much as I miss the youth choir I worked with for 

12 years. The young people in the choir which are adults 

now and the bazaar that I worked with several years. 

God bless all of you, 

Betty Bradley 

From the Mailbag 

Classic Pecan Pie 

Ingredients 

I cup Karo® Light OR Dark Corn Syrup 

3 eggs 

1 cup sugar 

2 tablespoons butter, melted 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1½ cups (6 oz.) pecans 

1 9” unbaked OR frozen*** deep-dish pie crust 

Directions 

1.  Preheat oven to 350°F. 

2. Mix corn syrup, eggs, sugar, butter, and vanilla using a 

spoon. Stir in pecans. Pour filling into pie crust 

3. Bake on center rack of oven for 60 to 70 minutes (see 

tips for doneness, below). Cool for 2 hours on wire rack 

before serving. 

4. ***To use prepared frozen pie crust: Place cookie sheet 

in oven and preheat oven as directed. Pour filling into 

frozen crust and bake on preheated cookie sheet. 

5. RECIPE TIPS: Pie is done when center reaches 200°F. Tap 

center surface of pie lightly - it should spring back when 

done. For easy clean up, spray pie pan with cooking 

spray before placing pie crust in pan. If pie crust is 

overbrowning, cover edges with foil.  
 

Classic Pecan Pie (No Corn Syrup) 

Ingredients 

1 cup light brown sugar, packed 

½ cup granulated sugar 

2 large eggs 

1 cup chopped pecans 

½ cup (1/2 stick) butter, melted 

2 tablespoons milk 

1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 

1 ½ teaspoons vanilla extract 

One 9-inch deep dish pie shell, unbaked, or homemade 

1 cup pecan halves 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 325°F. 

In a large mixing bowl, mix the brown sugar, granulated 

sugar, and eggs until creamy. Add the chopped pecans, 

melted butter, milk, flour and vanilla extract, and stir to 

combine. Pour the mixture into the pie shell. Arrange pecan 

halves on top of the pie in a circular pattern., 

Bake for 55 minutes. Check for doneness by shaking the pan 

slightly. It will set more as it cools.  

We Have Pecans In the Office 

 AND Pecan Pie Recipes! 



Court Street UMC Calendar of Events - February 2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

6:15 p.m. Parlor 

Reserved 

7 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

2 
7 a.m. Fitness Class 

(FH) 

5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

3 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

4 

5 
5th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m. Praise 

Team Warmup 

9:45 Fellowship 

10 a.m. Worship 

12:30 p.m. St. James 

Mtg. (FH) 

6 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m. Girl Scouts 

(FH) 

7 
12 p.m. Fitness Class 

(FH) 

8 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

6:15 p.m. Parlor 

Reserved 

7 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

9 
9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

6 p.m. Girl Scout 

Leaders Mtg. (FH) 

10 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

11 

12 
6th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m. Praise 

Team Warmup 

9:45 Fellowship 

10 a.m. Worship 

13 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m. Girl Scouts 

(FH) 

14 
Valentines Day 

12 p.m. Fitness Class 

(FH) 

6 p.m. Girl Scouts (FH) 

15 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

6:15 p.m. Parlor 

Reserved 

7 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

16 
9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

17 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

18 
11 a.m. St. James 

Eats  

19 
7th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m. Praise 

Team Warmup 

9:45 Fellowship 

10 a.m. Worship 

20  
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m. Girl Scouts 

(FH) 

21 
12 p.m. Fitness Class 

(FH) 

22 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

6:15 p.m. Parlor 

Reserved 

7 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

23 

9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

24 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

25 
9 a,m, Baby Grace 

1 p.m. Girl Scout 

Event (FH) 

26 
8th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m. Praise 

Team Warmup 

9:45 Fellowship 

10 a.m. Worship 

27 
9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m. Girl Scouts 

(FH) 

28 
12 p.m. Fitness Class 

(FH) 

6 p.m. Girl Scouts (FH) 
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Contact Info and Office Hours 
Court Street UMC 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO  65251    

Office Hours:  8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Monday-Friday      

Phone: 573.642.5721     

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: FultonUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office Hours: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

(other times when available and by appointment) 

Web: www.courtumc.org 

Facebook: www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist 

 

Mission:  

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation  

of the world. 

 

Vision:  

We are committed to . . .  

 Connect with God and each other . . .  

Grow together in our faith . . .  

Serve God and community in Christian love. 

 

Staff:  

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Jared Shulse, Music Leader/Musician 

Becky Teacutter, Administrative Assistant 

Lucas Sellmeyer, Custodian 

Court Street 

United Methodist Church 

719 Court Street 

Fulton, MO  65251 

 

Return Service Requested 


