
 

R2 Note ... 

w hat’s the dirtiest, most disgusting, unpleasant, 

revolting, wouldn’t-do-it-in-a-million-years job or 

task you can imagine? You know, the job that is so far out of 

the realm of your skill sets it fills you with utter dread at the 

mere thought of attempting to accomplish it. Got it? For me it 

would be the various tasks required to get a fish from water 

to table. I know there are folks who enjoy those tasks 

immensely.  I’ve never been one of them. 

 Imagine my surprise when one day, not long ago, a 

thought washed over me:  I’d like to learn how to fish. I nearly 

tripped as I was on my post-training cool down walk along 

the path from the YMCA to the Fulton High School.  “Lord,” I 

prayed, “wherever did that desire come from?” My walks often 

turn into prayer sessions in which God and I have some lively 

conversations. I was reminded that in the story of creation the 

first human was given responsibility for the fish of the sea 

among other animals. And there was that time when a whale 

ensured that Jonah got to where God intended him to be. Or 

how about the feeding miracles in which five loaves and two 

fish fed thousands. Then there’s the time in John 21 when the 

Risen Christ appeared to the disciples. It was morning and 

they’d been fishing unsuccessfully through the night with 

nothing to show for it for breakfast. From shore Jesus tells 

them to cast their net on the other side of the boat. When 

they did the net filled to overload with not just any fish but 

huge fish, the best fish. Simon Peter put on his clothes and 

made a mad dash to shore because he knew it was the same 

Master who’d called him into this life of disciple-making.  

Memories of the day of invitation flooded his mind. He 

remembered it had been another unsuccessful day of fishing 

when Jesus told him to push out into deeper water and try 

casting his nets again. A huge haul of fish strained their nets 

to capacity. They had to call for help in order to bring in the 

catch. An awe-filled Simon falls at Jesus’ feet and proclaims 

that he’s a sinner unworthy of following in his footsteps.  

Jesus replied, “You have nothing to fear.  From now on you’ll 

be fishing for men and women” (Luke 5:1-11, MSG). 

 As I walked and remembered these scriptures (a side note: 

the benefit of carrying your phone with a Bible app while 

walking and talking with God is I can look up the passages 

God brings to mind) I realized that this desire to do a new 

thing, learn to fish, is pretty characteristic of the way in which 

God works. God is always doing a new thing. We’ve heard that 

for centuries.  Just read Isaiah 43:19-21.  It’s up to us to 

perceive it. In Luke 5, Jesus encourages the soon-to-be 
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Views from a beautiful afternoon at Stephen’s Lake Park in Columbia.  

Top left: An enlarged view of a small fishing hook basks in the sun.  Top 

right:  A view from the shallows to the depths of the Lake.  Bottom right:  

Two small fish swim among the moss-covered rocks in the shallows.  

These fish are too small to be caught with the hook (above left).  Bottom 

left:  Tall grasses and trees line the water’s edge. 
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2017 Court Street Church Officials 

 Don't miss the opportunity to add 

your birthday greetings to the cards that 

are available for signing each Sunday in the 

church lobby.  We all appreciate the words 

of our friends on our special day.  God 

bless you for your outreach to your sisters 

and brothers in Christ.  

Continued from page 1 

disciples to push out into deeper 

water. In John 21, the resurrected 

Jesus encourages the soon-to-be 

apostles to cast their nets on a 

different side. He invites them to do a 

new thing. More precisely, he invites 

them to do an old thing in a new 

way. 

 And that’s how it is with disciple-

making.  Sometimes the milk curdles 

in our stomachs when we hear the 

word “evangelism” as if it’s the 

dirtiest, most disgusting, unpleasant, 

revolting, wouldn’t-do-it-in-a-million

-years job or task we can imagine. 

You know, the part of discipleship 

that is so far out of the realm of our 

skill sets it fills us with utter dread at 

the mere thought of attempting to 

accomplish it. Yet it is part of our 

commission as disciples of Jesus 

Christ to support the Body of Christ 

with our prayers, presence, gifts, 

service, and witness. That day along 

the path it was as though God were 

calling me and us to do a new thing 

when it comes to fishing for people. 

Something we haven’t tried before:  

push out into deeper water and cast 

our nets on the other side. It feels 

risky to do a new thing. Yet as we do 

may we hear the voice of Jesus 

echoing to us through the ages, “You 

have nothing to fear.”  Until we meet 

again, 

 May God fill us with audacious 

dreams for ministry in this place, 

Rev. Rebecca 

 

P.S.  I still want to learn how to fish. 
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 Each month we will take the time to thank those who’ve made a difference in 

the life of our community both inside and outside the walls of the building. 

 The Birthday and Anniversary Card ministry wouldn’t happen without Linda 

Rootes. The Care Card ministry wouldn’t happen without Wanda Wickell. Each of 

these women take time to select the appropriate card for each occasion. They give 

us the opportunity to not only sign our name but to hold each person in prayer.  

We all know how blessed we feel to receive these signed gifts.  So, Wanda and 

Linda, we hold you in high regard!  Way to go!! 

We Hold You in High Regard!  Way to Go!! 
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 Do you or someone you know have diabetes? The 

Callaway County Health Department offers a Diabetes Self-

Management program available at no charge. If you are 

interested in participating in this program or any program on 

diabetes call Linda Mealy for more information.   

Diabetes Self-Management  

Program 

Dear Court Street Methodist Church, 

 Thank you so much for choosing 

me for the Vince and Lola Watson 

Scholarship. I am looking forward to 

continuing my education with school 

and with my faith this next year. 

~ Sincerely, Lucas Gray 

From  

the 

mailbox... 

 Our Annual Summer Rummage Sale will be held from 8 

a.m. - 4 p.m., Saturday, July 1 in our Fellowship Hall. Start 

cleaning out your closets, attics, basements, and cars for items 

you would like to donate. Items may be brought to the church 

during the week prior to the sale (June 26-30). For more 

information contact Linda Mealy.  

Rummage Sale Coming Soon! 

 For our lenten study, disciples from Court Street UMC and St. James UMC 

used the book, Holding Up Your Corner by F. Willis Johnson. Rev. Johnson ministers 

right in the middle of all that has happened in Ferguson, Missouri. We were pulled by 

the Holy Spirit to follow the example of the men in Mark's gospel who held the 

corners of the mat as they lowered their friend down through the roof of the house to 

put him in contact with Jesus, the one who offered him hope. 

 At the end of the study, some participants felt called to grab onto a corner of the 

community system for making sure everyone has a reliable source of food. Most 

people are not hungry today, but they are not sure they won't be tomorrow. That 

“food insecurity” places a heavy stress on families. We decided to look into parts of 

the system to find a corner we could help hold up. Here is some of what we found. 

• Sometimes families struggle to pay their children's lunch cost. The schools will 

accept donations to help cover the gap. 

• The soup kitchen at the John C. Harris Community Center serves dinner Monday 

through Friday to about 80 guests and lunch to about 20 guests. There are some 

open nights for teams to prepare provided food, serve guests, and cleanup the 

kitchen and dining room. 

• The Food Bank of Northeast and Central Missouri in Columbia provides food to 

several food pantries in Callaway County. SERVE may be the largest outlet in 

Fulton. There are various volunteer opportunities helping with distribution of food 

through their pantry. They also set collection barrels for non-perishable items. 

Look for one in the church lobby soon! 

• Another food pantry is operated by the New Hope Church on West 6th Street. 

What started out as a project to help half a dozen families in their congregation 

has grown into a ministry providing food to over 200 families every Tuesday from 

2– 5 p.m.!  In sacrificial love, the small congregation gave up their worship center 

and moved to the basement. The main floor is now a warehouse and distribution 

hub. Even downstairs the ministry goes on, serving dinner at 5 p.m. on Saturday 

when the soup kitchen is closed and serving breakfast at 10 a.m. on Sunday 

before worship time. 

 You may know the adage: Don't ask God to bless your work, ask God to let you 

be a part of what He is already blessing. 

 After meeting the leaders and volunteers at New Hope Food Pantry and helping 

with distribution two weeks, I think I have found something that God is blessing. I 

want to be a part of holding up a corner of it. 

~ Linda Rootes 

Food Insecurity in Fulton & Callaway County 

Sunday 
June 17 

Dear CSUMC Scholarship Committee, 

 I am honored to receive this 

scholarship. It will allow me to stay on 

campus to get more involved in 

campus life. I’ve met other Christians 

on the baseball team, which has 

helped me adjust to college life. I hope 

to make you proud. 

~ Sincerely, Tristan Steffens 



Court Street Connection volume 1 • number 12 

 Seven members of the Court 

Street United Methodist Women 

(UMW) met on Saturday, May 20, in 

the Fellowship Hall of the church. 

 Linda Mealy led the group in a 

discussion of general UMW activities 

based on our established 

relationships, an outward focus, and 

a concern for women and children 

issues. 

 A f t e r  r e v i ew i ng  s ome 

accomplishments of the Court Street 

unit in the past we then went on to 

brainstorm about possible meeting 

times and projects for the future. 

Circles could meet during the week, 

possibly at 11 a.m. Other times 

suggested were evening or noon for 

a salad lunch. Saturday morning was 

selected for now. 

 New officers were elected as 

follow:s President, Linda Mealy; Vice-

president, Sandy Davis; Secretary-

Treasurer, Linda Rootes. 

 Special thanks to the hostesses 

who provided refreshments. 

 Sandy Davis volunteered to 

present a program on the general 

overview of the UMW for our next 

meeting at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 

June 17 in the Fellowship Hall. 

 All women of the church are 

invited to attend the June meeting. A 

special invitation is being extended 

to the women of St. James UMC to 

join in our fellowship as we become 

more like Christ through our service 

and study. 

Court Street United 

Methodist Women  

 What Every Church Member Should 

Know about Poverty by Dr. Ruby 

Payne is the most comprehensive and 

useful guide available for helping 

churches understand and reach out to 

people in poverty. Packed with relevant 

resources and eye-opening insights, this 

one-of-a-kind volume supports your 

heart, mind, and spirit in your efforts to 

live your calling. In this book you will 

learn: 

• The unspoken cues and habits of 

different economic classes  

• Communication and conflict 

resolution strategies  

• Distinctive mindsets about family, 

marriage, and stewardship. 

• Who to help and to what extent  

• Tips for transitioning newcomers 

into church membership 

 Here's what some readers are 

saying: 

 This book/study is very helpful both 

for those exploring welcoming those in 

poverty to their church and to those 

wishing to help those in poverty in a 

respectful, beneficial way. The 

information found here answers many 

questions about why people in poverty 

may behave in a way that is not 

understood by those in middle or upper 

class. It is a factual view of poverty as a 

culture, as well as middle class and 

upper class as a culture. A great 

educational read for anyone. 

 A friend recommended this book to 

me when I was speaking to her about 

prison ministry. She said that many in 

prison are from a poverty background 

and unless I had some understanding of 

what they dealt with in their lives that I 

would have difficulty in relating to them. 

I can say the book has given me an 

insight that I had not understood. 

Although I attend a church where some 

poverty class persons attend, I 

understand better why they respond the 

way they do in the church. I am blessed 

to attend a church that we do not 

ignore those who live in poverty ... we 

speak to them, feed them, include them, 

etc, BUT I can see from this book that 

we as church, me as a person can do 

better! Easy, fast read gets to the nuts & 

bolts of the 3 social classes and one can 

see very quickly the difference with the 

charts shown in the book. 

 Every Church needs to understand 

what they believe about other people. 

Having grown up in poverty and 

moving into the middle class, I was 

aware of struggles. As I look at the 

congregation of my middle class, mostly 

white church, I sadly understand why we 

send money and missionaries to foreign 

fields instead of ministering to those in 

our own communities who are poor, 

uneducated or "different". I once saw 

graffiti on a bathroom wall that said 

"take an inappropriate person to lunch". 

Most Christian people in the middle 

class do not want to rub elbows with 

the unwashed, uneducated population, 

even though Jesus modeled this 

behavior throughout his ministry. This 

book shows the differences in classes; 

how we talk, what we know how to do, 

what we value; not bad or good, but 

differences. It's a helpful read for those 

who want to minister to the local 

c ommu n i t y  w i t h o u t  b e i n g 

condescending; for those who want to 

show authentic unconditional love. 

 You can read the book for yourself 

from the church library, or you can 

watch a great video presentation by Dr. 

Ruby Payne at Youtube.com/watch?

v=cRs24PCVjA0. 

What Every Church Member Should Know  

About Poverty 
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 Troop 71045 wants to say a special thank you to Court Street 

UMC. Thank you so much for allowing us to use the church for 

our meetings and activities this year. We have had a terrific 

year! We have earned a ton of badges, enjoyed giving back to 

the Fulton community and even wrote, directed, and acted out 

a play for our families.   

 

 Our troop was made up of 13 Brownie Scouts and 2 Junior 

Girl Scouts. Last week, at our end of the year bridging 

ceremony, we bridged our Brownies to Juniors and we will kick 

off next year with 15 Junior Girl Scouts. Having a great meeting 

spot has contributed to the success of our troop and we truly 

appreciate the support Court Street UMC has given us! 

~ Sincerely, Troop 71045   

 Calling all K - 5th Grade Heroes!  Join 

us for a Super Hero Vacation Bible 

School this summer as we discover our 

strength in God. Your kids will take a 

heroic adventure to discover the 

qualities that make us truly heroic in 

God. 

� July 23 - July 27 

� 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

� Pick up and drop off at the 

Presbyterian Church across the 

street. 

� A light meal will be served each 

night starting at 5:30 p.m. 

� To register by phone call 642-5541 

(First Presbyterian Church) 

 Calling all VBS Volunteers. We are 

looking for someone willing to 

coordinate volunteers to cook and serve 

dinner at VBS on Tuesday, July 25 at 

5:30 p.m. We also need volunteers to be 

crew leaders each night of VBS. A crew 

leader moves from station to station 

with the kids and make sure everyone 

stays safe and has fun through out the 

evening. If you are willing to volunteer, 

even for just one night, please contact 

Cindy Beckmeyer. 

Get Ready for Super Hero VBS! 
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Troop 71045 Says “Thanks!” 

 Once again, the Kingdom of 

Callaway Historical Society is hosting its 

Fashion and FUN! event in our 

Fellowship Hall.  Plan to join them 2-4 

p.m. on Sunday, July 23. This time, the 

focus will be on accessories and Calena’s 

in Holts Summit is providing 

contemporary fashions and accessories 

while the Historical Society will 

showcase accessories from its Fashion 

Closet. Attendees are invited to bring an 

heirloom/antique accessory to display 

and share its story.   

 Jo James, Pat O’Rourke and 

Marianne Stone are the event chairs and 

will be the models for Calena’s. Tickets 

are $10 and may be purchased from the 

Historical Society in advance or at the 

door. A new addition this year is the 

opportunity for individuals to honor 

their mother, grandmother, great-

grandmother or other women important 

in their family with an ad in the program 

book (cost $15).  See Jo James or Diane 

Ludwig for more details or to obtain 

tickets. 

Court Street UMC Helps Historical Society 

We are happy to announce the 

recipients of our Court Street United 

Methodist Church scholarships for the 

2017-2018 academic year.  

 

The Vince and Lola Watson 

Scholarship has been awarded to:  

Haley Call  

William Jewell College  

majoring in Biochemistry 

 

Tyler Echelmeier 

University of Southern Mississippi 

majoring in Business 

 

Tristan Steffens 

William Woods University  

majoring in Athletic Training 

 

Kaleb (Will) Dunn 

Linn State Technical College  

majoring in Electrical Distributions 

Systems Program 

 

Lucas Gray  

Central Methodist University  

majoring in Sports Management 

 

Megan Kemp  

Missouri State University  

majoring in Art/Computer Animation 

 

Congratulations to these talented 

students. 

2017-2018 

Scholarship 

Awards 
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June 2017 Court Street UMC Calendar of Events  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
   1  

9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

2  
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk 

With Ease 

Program (FH) 

3   
12 p.m. 

Callaway County 

Relay for Life 

(Callaway 

Electric 

Cooperative) 

4 Day of Pentecost 

8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m. Court Street 

Singers Warmup 

9:45 a.m. Fellowship 

10 a.m. Worship 

5 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

 

6 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

 

7 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

8 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Girl Scout 

Leader Mtg. 

9 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk 

With Ease 

Program (FH) 

    

    

 

10 
    

    

    

    

    

    

11  1st Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Trinity Sunday 

Peace With Justice 

Sunday 

8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m. Court Street 

Singers Warmup 

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m. Fellowship 

10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m. Worship 

    

    

12  
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

13  
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

 

14  
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With Ease 

Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

15  
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

 

16  
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk 

With Ease 

Program (FH) 

 

17  

9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. United 

Methodist 

Women (FH) 

18 2nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Father’s Day 

8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. Breakfast 

9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m. Court Street 

Singers Warmup 

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m. Fellowship 

10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m. Worship 

19  
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Girl Scouts (FH) 

    

    

20 
1st Day of 

Summer 

9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

 

21  
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With Ease 

Program (FH) 

6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

22  
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m.5:45 p.m. T.O.P.S. 

Mtg. (Fellowship 

Classroom) 

23 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk 

With Ease 

Program (FH) 

24 
9 a.m.9 a.m.9 a.m.9 a.m. Baby 

Grace 

25 3rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 

8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m.8:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m. Court Street 

Singers Warmup 

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.  Fellowship 

10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m.10 a.m. Worship 

    

 

26 

9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Walk With 

Ease Program (FH) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

27 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Fitness 

Class (FH) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

28 
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Walk With Ease 

Program (FH) 

6 p.m. 6 p.m. 6 p.m. 6 p.m. Court Street 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

7 p.m. 7 p.m. 7 p.m. 7 p.m. Court Street 

Ringers (Sanctuary) 

 

 

 

    

29 
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Contact Info and Office Hours 
Court Street UMC 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO  65251    

Office Hours:  8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Monday-Friday      

Phone: 573.642.5721     

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: FultonUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office Hours: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

(other times when available and by appointment) 

Web: www.courtumc.org 

Facebook: www.Facebook.com/

courtstreetunitedmethodist 

Mission:  

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation  

of the world. 

 

Vision:  

We are committed to . . .  

 Connect with God and each other . . .  

Grow together in our faith . . .  

Serve God and community in Christian love. 

 

Staff:  

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Jared Shulse, Music Leader/Musician 

Becky Teacutter, Administrative Assistant 

Lucas Sellmeyer, Custodian 


