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npacking...While Clayton was at "ye olde 

homestead" in CA this summer one of his 

main tasks was to pack important documents 

and other items to keep. It's hard to say goodbye to 

home.  So, with every item packed one sifts, sorts, 

wraps in paper or bubbles, and ships a lifetime of 

memories.  The boxes made it, though some look like 

they were used as basketballs in a shipping 

department's game of hoops.  

Admittedly, Peak has done a majority of the unpacking 

on his summer break.  I've barely had time to look at 

the boxes much less open one.  To my surprise and 

delight, as I walked from 

the bedroom to the 

kitchen one morning I 

noticed a sweet memento 

he'd unpacked and left for 

me to see: a small frame 

holding a watercolor 

notecard.  I knew it well.  

I'd asked Clayton, on one 

of his last days in CA, to 

be sure to bring it home. 

"It's already been 

shipped," he said.  I could 

almost see his smile and 

the twinkle in his eye 

across the miles. 

You may be wondering what's so special about that 

watercolor notecard.  In the fall of 1995 I took a class 

in my first semester of seminary in which our final 

project was to be a work in progress.  It didn't have to 

be complete!  That was just about the only parameter.  

While the details are fuzzy what I remember is that I 

had always wanted to learn to watercolor.  So, my final 

project, my work in progress, was to experiment with 

various watercolor projects.  I tried a variety of 

techniques.  My goal was to have fun.  As I presented 

my project to the class one of my fellow students 

asked if she could have one of the paintings I'd done.  

I happily signed it.  To me it didn't feel like art as much 

as an experiment.  It made her happy so why not 

share.  The next spring I wanted to do something 

special for Mother's Day.  We were two broke 

seminarians.  I hoped our mothers would be pleased 

with a hand painted card.  Both my Mom and Sara 

expressed great joy with their card.  Nailed it!  And I 

promptly forgot about it. 

As it turns out Sara was having her bathroom redone 

that year.  She was excited about the project.  We 

heard about selecting tile 

and a pedestal sink.  I 

couldn't wait to see it on 

our next visit.  I remember 

that as soon as we stepped 

foot into the house Sara 

took me by the hand and 

led me to her new 

bathroom, which we would 

also be using.  I didn't 

expect to love it, but I did!  

The top third of the walls 

were painted a soft white.  

The tile matched with a 

simple, lovely pattern and 

a colorful band of tiles 

circling the room like a ribbon.  That ribbon of tiles 

looked like a watercolor painting.  It was beautiful!  

Then Sara showed me the pedestal sink.  It was just 

perfect!  I could see why she was excited.  And then, as 

I looked up to the mirror I saw, just to the right, my 

notecard framed in black.  I think my mouth dropped 

open.  Sara explained that my card was the inspiration 

for the tiles and sink.  It wasn't until that moment that I 

realized just how much the card meant to her.  And I 

was humbled, deeply humbled. 
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The simple act of placing the card 

where he knew I would see it was a 

gift of love from Clayton.  This 

sweet Sabbath day has been one of 

coming away, so to speak, of 

sending calls to voicemail and not 

reading messages or texts.  I took 

time to read scripture and color in 

my Bible.  I took time for a movie.  

Best of all I took time to unpack the 

story and emotions framed in 

black.  How I treasure Sara.  I don't know which is greater, her love for the 

card, or the love and acceptance I felt through her response.  How I miss 

her, especially with Lloyd so near now.  At some point today (August 15) 

we will be taking delivery of Sara's cedar hope chest.  I made room for it in 

the midst of a formal living room filled with all of Lloyd's things.  

Sometimes, when we unpack, we find ourselves making room for more 

than we expect.  Sometimes what we really need to unpack is "all the 

feels."  Until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit and fill you with hope, 

Rev. Rebecca 

Court Street United Methodist 

Church family, 

Thank you so much for your 

recent donation to iCan Bike 

Camp.  We had such a great 

week celebrating confidence and 

joy!  Smiles were everywhere and 

we have lots of proud new bike 

riders too!  Your sponsorship has 

helped to cover all last minute 

camp expenses, registration fees, 

and even provide some bikes to 

new members of our iCan Bike 

family!  As I reflect back on our 

week of camp, I’m so grateful to 

our community for seeing the 

value, for volunteering, and 

sponsoring such a wonderful 

program.  As a mom, I know the 

pride, confidence, and joy gained 

from camp lives far beyond the 

week.  Thank you for giving this 

gift to so many others in our 

community! 

Love, Nancy Hanson 

I think we might just have to do it 

all again next year! 
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Greetings to all of you at Court Street UMC, 

The dog days of summer are over.  It is back to the classrooms for another 

school year.  We are so grateful for the many fine teachers in our 

congregation. A thank you to all of them who are now teaching or have in 

the past taught children with skill and dedication in our public schools. 

Now let’s look at some teaching and learning not in the classroom setting. 

Remember the lyrics from a song in South Pacific, the play and movie 

which addresses teaching and learning, “You've got to be taught before 

it's too late, before you are six or seven or eight, to hate all the people 

your relatives hate, you've got to be carefully taught.”  Yes, hate can be 

taught and learned.  Our words, actions, and examples are powerful tools 

of teaching.   

In contrast, tolerance can also be taught and learned.  There is an 

organization* devoted to fighting hate and hate crimes and to teaching 

tolerance.  It provides materials and activities with information for 

teaching tolerance to schools and other groups.  As Christians, let us make 

sure we are teaching love and tolerance, not hate. 

Love to all, 

Mary Beth Wimp 

(Breezy) 

*Southern Poverty Law Center 
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We Hold You in High Regard! 
Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

In early August I attended the Global Leadership 

Summit, a continuing education event.  One of the 

speakers highlighted the importance of noticing the 

things happening around and then celebrating why it 

matters.  This month, at Court Street UMC, I noticed 

that every month we receive a beautiful, informative 

newsletter.  Recently the Communications Team and 

Office Staff met to work out a more seamless process 

of getting the CSUMC Newsletter to you in a timely 

manner.  The team works hard with the leadership of 

the church and others to provide you with information 

about what’s already happened, decisions being made, 

what’s coming up, and articles that provoke thought.  

That’s why our newsletter team matters.  So, Diane 

Ludwig, Nancy Lewis, Charlie Riley, George and 

Angela Morrison, Alan and Jan Finke, and Cherie 

Snyder, we hold you in high regard!  Way to go!!!  If 

you notice someone going above and beyond for the 

Kingdom of God let us know.  Send an e-mail to 

umccourtstreet@gmail.com.  Tell us the name, what 

you’ve noticed, and why it matters.  Let’s celebrate!! 

Have you missed our Singers and Ringers this past 

month?  I know I have but they work so hard leading 

us throughout the year they took a well-deserved 

break throughout the month of August.  By the time 

you are reading this they will be back rehearsing so 

they can be ready to share their talents and abilities 

once again. 

While our choir and bell choir have been on hiatus, we 

have been blessed by several new friends who came to 

share their talents with us.  On August 5th The Rev. 

Bob Edwards, a retired UMC Pastor and his wife 

Cheryl joined us as Bob, an outstanding Basso 

Profundo, sang the act of praise.  On August 12th we 

were blessed by music by Mr. David Orr, an award 

winning hair dresser  from Columbia and wonderful 

Baritone.  Pastor Rebecca's spouse, our own Rev. 

Clayton Peak played his banjo and sang for us on 

August 19th, in his own inimitable version of pickin' 

and grinnin'.  On August 26 Mr. John Monroe, an 

outstanding tenor shared his gift with us.  Both John 

and David sing with me in both the Columbia Chorale 

and the Columbia Chamber Ensemble, and both were 

part of the Palm Sunday 2017 Musical service we 

shared with Saint James last year, singing "Roll Down 

Justice"  I want to thank all of our guests for taking the 

time to be with us, and thanks to you all for making 

them all feel so welcome! 

On the first Sunday in September, the Choir and Bell 

Choir will still be off for one more Sunday and I will be 

singing.  Both the singers and ringers have been 

rehearsing since August 22nd. 

Our next special event is coming up on September 

30th.  We are planning a 5th Sunday 

special service of United Methodist 

Singing.  Methodists from our very 

beginnings have been a singing 

people.  Charles Wesley, who, along 

with his brother John founded the Methodist 

Movement in 18th Century England, was a poet who 

wrote more than 6000 hymns in his lifetime.  (We only 

have 51 of those in our current hymnal) The People 

called Methodist have always been known as a singing 

people and thanks to the prolific writing of Charles 

Wesley we have always sung our faith and theological 

beliefs. 

We need your help for this 5th Sunday Hymn 

Sing.  There is a wooden clipboard on the left side, 

facing the sanctuary, Narthex table.  Please place the 

name on that clipboard of a favorite hymn you would 

like to sing that day, and if you have a special verse of 

that hymn please indicate it.  We want to be able to 

put the words into the power point presentation and 

will need to have them early enough to do that. 

At the start of my ministry I had, in my first church,  an 

elderly parishioner who would request "This is my 

fathers world... and if you can’t sing all the verses, 

please sing verse 3"    Mr. C.W. Wilcoxson has been 

gone to his heavenly reward for more than 40 years 

but I never sing vs 3 of that hymn without thinking 

about him. 

I am looking forward to the day, as I look forward 

every Sunday to being with you. 

Thanks so much, 

The Rev. Jim West - Music Minister 

Notes from the Organ Bench 
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December 1 is coming soon!  Time for some details on 

our famous Christmas Bazaar!  As always with this 

event, folks love to help!  See where you might fit in.  

Here is our 2018 line-up thus far. 

Linda Mealy and Barbara Rueter again head up the 

Christmas Booth and have already been making 

ornaments for the new ‘ornaments’ section we are 

adding this year.  So get creative and share your 

talents! The next work sessions will be September 4 

and 18.  

The What Am I Bid 

silent auction is in 

good hands with 

Sharon Gibson and 

Nancy Lewis gathering 

treasures and unique 

items.  If you have 

special ‘one of a kind’ 

items that are new or 

very gently used, please let them know.  We like to 

have two or three pieces of antique furniture (in good 

condition) to offer. 

Linda and Bobby Mealy will continue to bring their 

culinary skills to the kitchen for the famous chili, 

vegetable soup, chicken salad and pimento cheese.   

Deanna Hudson is heading up the Pie Committee 

which will need more than 50 pies for the Kitchen and 

Pantry Booth.  YUM!! 

Flora Delle Clayton and Mona Bartley will be there 

with the Knives and More Booth. A special note to all 

that Flora Delle will turn 100 on December 7th - - and 

is STILL HELPING AT THE BAZAAR! 

Carrie Utterback and Cindy Beckmeyer team up 

again in the Gifts Galore Booth of craft-related items.  

They always come up with unique and clever gifts.  

Consider sharing your talents with the dynamic duo. 

This will be a very difficult year as we do the 

Woodworking Booth without our dear Corky 

Maddox. He will be missed.  Chuck Hughes is going 

to help fill the gap.  

And of course, it wouldn’t be the Bazaar without the 

Cookies Buy the Pound Booth and the Pantry 

Booth!  Our terrific trio, Jan Finke, Deana Ready and 

Linda Williams, are off and running!  Don’t forget to 

can/preserve a few jars of goodies for this booth and 

to consider making some ‘sugar-free’ items.  Cookies 

will be needed by the hundreds!  We always sell out! 

Sponsorships are available for each booth and area to 

help honor and remember loved ones and to 

recognize special volunteers.  Cost is $100 per sign.  

See me for more details. 

We will again be doing 

our mini-pie baking 

and perhaps some 

candy-making, so grab 

your apron and join us 

for fun-times in the 

kitchen in October and 

November.  Be watching for details in your Sunday 

bulletin, the weekly e-newsletter, and the next 

newsletter.  We had such FUN last year and we’ll need 

‘all hands on deck’ again this year.   

With the Good Lord’s blessing and our hard work, our 

66
th

 Bazaar will be another GREAT one!! 

Diane Burre Ludwig, 2018 Bazaar Chair 

642-4664    DBLudwig22@aol.com  

66th Christmas Bazaar Details 
Saturday, December 1, 2018 

School had just begun before our August Food Pantry 

distribution day.  This means we didn’t see as many 

children and youth this month as we had throughout 

the summer.  The Callaway County Library is excited 

about our Food Pantry that they’ve made an 

investment in literacy for our youngest guests.  

Children can choose from several books to take home 

with them at no charge.  They also get to color at the 

reading table.  Linda Mealy has been hanging out to 

read to any children who come to visit.  Sometimes 

parents and grandparents have a hard time 

convincing their young crew to leave.  The Food 

Pantry not only gives us the opportunity to feed the 

hungry but also feed the minds 

of the youngest among us and 

show them they are worthy of 

individualized attention. 

Food Pantry Provides Learning Opportunity 

A young reader shares a picture 

with Linda Mealy. 

September 2018 

mailto:DBLudwig22@aol.com


 

 

Festival of Sharing 

The youth have voted to participate in the Festival of 

Sharing.  They would like to collect items for both the 

Missouri Readin' & Writin' Pack and the Missouri 

Personal Hygiene Pack.  The items needed are as 

follows: 

Missouri Readin' & Writin’ Pack: 

6 new pencils with erasers 

2- 70 page spiral or tape bound notebooks 

1 pencil holder 

4 folders with pockets 

1- 12 inch ruler 

1 pair of child-sized metal scissors 

1 large eraser 

1 box of 24 crayons 

1 box of 10 markers 

2 ink pens (Med. point) 

Missouri Personal Hygiene Pack: 

1 fluoride toothpaste (6 oz or more) 

1 toothbrush in original package 

1 bath-size bar of soap (in package) 

1 bottle of skin lotion (11-14 oz.) 

1 bottle of shampoo (11-14 oz.) 

1 washcloth 

1 deodorant 

1 hand towel 

1 comb or brush 

2 razors (disposable) 

The youth group will collect 

from now until September 

21st.  Drop off your 

donations in the Narthex. 

There are several Sharefests 

that we can deliver the items.  

We hope to attend Sharefest in Macon on 9/29/18.   

At this time there are many openings for 

volunteers.  Please let me know if you would like to 

attend and would like to volunteer.  Those that would 

like to carpool, we will plan to meet at Court Street 

UMC at 7 a.m.  Contact Julie Uhls at (573)220-8850. 

Confirmation Classes Beginning 

September 9, 2018, 6-7 p.m. - Confirmation Class 

Kickoff with a Mexican Dinner Fiesta for youth and 

parents!  Plan to join in and learn the youth schedule 

and confirmation class expectations. 

Fall Upcoming Activities 

09/21/2018 at 6:30 p.m. Family Movie Night:  The 

Incredibles; we will snack on Pretzels from Auntie 

Anne’s! 

09/29/2018 Festival of Sharing Sharefest in Macon 

(rsvp to Julie Uhls 220-8850) 

10/19/2018 at 6:30 p.m. Family Movie Night:  Hocus 

Pocus.  Costume-clad guests welcome! 

Youth Lock-In A Success 

With a 7 p.m. start time on Friday, August 17, youth 

gathered for ground rules and ice breakers.  In total, 

31 middle and high school youth joined us all night.  

Four elementary youth joined us until 10 p.m.!  

Pizza, games and a Cupcake Wars challenge, judged 

by Katie Teel, Parker Echelmeier, and Ellie Beckmeyer, 

kept things lively.  Underground Church proved to be 

the most popular game of the evening.  Movies and 

board games kept the night-owls entertained and by 

7:00 a.m. it was time for breakfast, clean-up and the 

start of a brand new day.   

Church Youth Fall Activities 
Julie Uhls and Linda Williams, Coordinators 

Fun at the Lock-In! 
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Wow!  Did we have a church full of active excited 

youth for a church lock-in!  It is my understanding that 

CSUMC was the “place to be!”  How exciting is that!  

Have you glanced in the balcony on Sunday 

mornings?  Several youth are assisting with our 

technology.  Most of them are young men. 

With active participation of youth comes the 

responsibility for us to provide a “Safe Sanctuary.”  

What does this mean?  Missouri United Methodists 

affirm that all children, youth and vulnerable adults 

have the right to safe sanctuary.  Training is required 

for all persons having direct contact with children, 

youth, and vulnerable adults in all activities connected 

with local congregations.  CSUMC has 19 Safe 

Sanctuary certified members.  Two of them are males.  

We are especially in need of additional men to assist us 

in our interactions with our youth.   

As CSUMC provides more activities for youth, please 

consider becoming trained in this area.  Our current 

Safe Sanctuary trained members are gracious in 

supporting our activities but would benefit from 

additional assistance.  Please contact Deana Ready if 

you are interested in pursuing this ministry for our 

church. 

Safe Sanctuaries:  Keeping God’s House Safe for Everyone 

The crowd was small for our first intergenerational 

Family Fun Night on Sunday, August 26.  That didn’t 

stop us from having fun!  We enjoyed chatting in the 

shade of the pavilion, several great games of corn hole 

and washers, time at the splash pad, Pokemon Go, and 

goofing off on the playground.  Our youth distributed 

popsicles to all the kiddos at Memorial Park.  Some of 

the children even joined in playing washers and corn 

hole.  Intergenerational Family Fun Nights are for our 

entire church family.  Stay tuned for more adventures!  

If you have an idea for family fun nights drop a note to 

your Nurture Team of Julie Uhls and Linda Williams. 

Making a Splash with First Family Fun Night 

Fun at the 

Splash Pad 

Event! 
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Don't be alarmed.  This happens every year about this 

time. 

The Committee on Nominations and Leadership 

Development (CNLD) puts together a slate of 

nominees for the upcoming year.  The new leaders are 

elected at the Church Conference, this year on October 

7.  At the church conference, every member of the 

church can vote on officers and other business 

including the pastoral support package and approving 

lay servants. 

Those elected to the Administrative Board will handle 

the business of the church and set the agenda for 

ministry by affirming the mission and vision of the 

church. 

Those elected to the Council of Ministries will carry out 

the vision by continuing programs that have been 

successful and initiating new ones.  Anyone with an 

idea for a ministry can come to the Council of 

Ministries and present their idea.  If the proposal fits 

the vision, and has adequate support of volunteers 

and finances, it will be recommended to the 

Administrative Board for their blessing. 

Some questions the Ad Board will address include 

where will we house the new program and how that 

program may impact other current and future 

programs.  These questions came up concerning the 

addition of the Food Pantry @ Court Street.  The 

classrooms on the first floor of the education wing 

have been converted to various ministry initiatives 

while maintaining ample space for education.  Baby 

Grace and the Exercise Room occupy two of the large 

rooms.  The other large room is used by the Fellowship 

Class on Sunday mornings and by other groups 

throughout the week.  One double classroom is used 

for storage of bazaar items and for craft work.  The 

other double classroom was used for miscellaneous 

storage.  That is the one that has been turned into the 

pantry.  It now houses the stainless-steel cooler and 

freezer and a whole wall of industrial shelves. 

On pantry day the parking lot and fellowship hall are 

heavily used with about 100 families coming to Court 

Street seeking “hope and wholeness through Jesus 

Christ.”  They are not only receiving food but also 

fellowship and family support.  The reading program 

provides books and a reader for young children.  We 

provide other helpful resource information.  We also 

offer a prayer ministry. 

The fall leadership retreat is coming up shortly.  It can 

be a time to evaluate our work and more closely align 

it to our vision. 

If you have suggestions for potential leaders or 

comments on the current ministries of the church, this 

would be a good time to speak with officers or the 

pastor.  Please give permission for your thoughts to be 

shared with the board. 

Change in Leadership Coming to Court Street 

United Methodist Women -  met Saturday morning, August 18, 2018 to make plans for the meal we will serve 

on September 22, 2018 for the District UMW In-Gathering in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Speaker:     Toni Sayers , Coordinator for the Green Team 

 Program:    Climate Justice “It’s an Issue for all of US” 

 Registration Deadline:  September 1, 2018 

 Ingathering items will be diapers for our Baby Grace Program.  

Rummage Sale was very successful.  To date we received $799.10 used to help 

restock wipes and diapers for Baby Grace.  Items left over were taken to the Senior 

Center, Trends and books went to Callaway County Public Library. 

Baby Grace  - To date we have handed out 1,330 diapers. 

Pathway Out of Poverty - Volunteer form has been filled out and taken to the Fulton Public School Business 

Office.  Linda Mealy has applied to be a volunteer to help with K-5
th

 reading program. 

Here’s What’s Happening with the Outreach & Witness Team 
Linda Mealy and Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach and Witness Ministry 

Diapers for Baby Grace! 
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September 2018 Court Street UMC Calendar of Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  

ER---Exercise Room 

FH--- Fellowship Hall 

S-----Sanctuary 

UC---Upstairs Classroom 

             

 

 

   1 

 

 2 

10 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

 

 3 

LABOR DAY 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 4 

6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Ornament 

Making 

 5  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m.  

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 6 

 

 

 7  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

 

 

 8  

 

 9 

10 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

3 p.m. 

Girl Scout Mtg. (UC) 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 10 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

6 p.m. 

Girl Scout Mtg. (UC) 

6:30 p.m.  

Council on Ministries Mtg. 

 

 11 

 

 12  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m.  

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 

 13  

 

 14  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

 

 15  

9 a.m. 

Leadership Retreat 

(KACO Kitchen) 

 

 16 

10 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 17 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

6 p.m. 

Girl Scout Mtg. (UC) 

6:30 p.m.  

Administrative Board Mtg. 

 18 

11 a.m. 

Food Bank Pickup 

6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Ornament 

Making 

 19  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m.  

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 20 

1 p.m. 

Food Pantry (Walmart) 

Pickup 

 21  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

2 p.m.  

Food Pantry  

6:30 p.m. 

Family Movie Night (FH) 

 22  

9 a.m. 

UMW Fall District Mtg. 

9 a.m.  

Baby Grace 

 23 

10 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

3 p.m. 

Girl Scout Mtg. (UC) 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 24  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

6 p.m. 

Girl Scout Mtg. (UC) 

6 p.m. 

New Consecration 

Organizational Mtg. 

 25 

 

 26 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m.  

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 27  28 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit (ER) 

 29 

9 a.m. 

Festival of Sharing 

(Macon UMC) 

 30 

10 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship (Hymn Sing) 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 
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