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ne of the features of my car I’m particularly 

fond of is a coin drawer located in the 

dashboard between the window and steering 

wheel.  Mind you, I didn’t select the car for this handy 

feature.  I like to say that I 

inherited it when we 

purchased the vehicle from 

my parents as they were 

upgrading to something 

which was easier for them 

to get in and out.  I’m also 

quite fond of the “seater 

heaters” that feel so good 

on my back and hamstrings 

after a particularly taxing 

training session.  The seater 

heaters are nice, but they 

don’t hold the surprise of 

that nifty coin drawer. 

This last year our family 

schedule has been hectic.  

We haven’t had quite as 

much time to cook as we’d 

like.  Instead, we’ve relied 

on the convenience of take 

out and drive-through fast 

food far more often than 

we’d care to admit.  I’ve 

become a connoisseur of 

grilled chicken and salads.  The pony-tailed, red-head’s 

Berry Blast salad is the best, by far, of the summer.  As 

I gather my change from the server at the drive 

through window, without looking, I drop the coins into 

the drawer and move on.  In a rush one early morning 

I decided to get some oatmeal from the home of the 

golden arches.  For a change, the bright sunlight 

gleamed off the coins in my handy drawer.  My how 

they sparkled in the glow of the morning sun.  That’s 

when I noticed it.  A coin that was most likely mistaken 

for a similar-sized quarter.  (See if you can find her in 

the picture.)  I picked her out of the coins and 

inspected her sides.  It was a Susan B. Anthony dollar 

coin.  If I knew when and from whom I’d received it, I 

would have returned it.  But 

who knows how long she’d 

been resting in my coin 

drawer.  And suddenly I was 

surprised by an abundance 

of 75¢. 

True, it’s a small amount 

that wouldn’t buy much.  

Yet I was reminded that I’d 

had more than I realized.  

That’s the way God’s 

abundance works.  It 

surprises us.  It catches us 

off-guard.  It gives us an 

opportunity to praise God.  

When we become aware of 

God’s abundance in one 

place we begin to look for it 

in the places we least expect 

it—in our relationships, in 

our health, in our 

c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  e t c .  

Reminders of God’s 

abundance displace worry 

with their subtle reminders 

of God’s care.  In Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus reminds the 

disciples they need not worry.  Each of us carries a 

variety of things on our plate that have the potential 

to stir up worry.  What are those subtle reminders of 

God’s abundance?  Let’s be on the look-out, Friends!  

Until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit and fill 

you with hope, 

Rev. Rebecca 
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Dear CSUMC Members - 

Thank you for providing a meal 

for our family following Joyce’s 

service.  Joyce was a life long 

member of the church and 

always enjoyed being able to 

help out when and where 

needed.  She appreciated the 

cards and visits from the church 

as well.  We will miss her very 

much and appreciate your 

kindness and support during this 

time. 

George Rutherford & Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your thoughts and 

prayers for Airman Alex Vogel.  

He returned July 5th from Kuwait 

after 7 months of service.  

Temperatures were 140°, with 

160° on the tarmac while he 

worked 12 hour shifts on 

airplanes.  He is enrolled  for the 

coming year at Truman State 

University. 

Thanks again, Linda Miley 
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Just hear those sleigh bells jingle-ing, ring-ting tingle-ing, too 

Come on, it's lovely weather for an evening together with you! 

You are invited to join us to make Christmas ornaments for the Bazaar 

Christmas Booth.  Ornaments are a popular item at the Christmas booth so 

the more the merrier.    

Here’s our schedule: 

     August 7, 2018     6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

     August 21, 2018    6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

     September 4, 2018    6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

     September 18, 2018    6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Additional dates may be scheduled for October and November depending 

on the enthusiasm of the crafters.  

All materials will be provided to create the ornament of the night.   

Come join the fun.  No experience necessary. 

Outside the snow is falling and friends are calling "yoo hoo" 

Come on, it's lovely weather for an evening together with you! 

Christmas Bazaar 2018 - The FUN Begins! 
Linda Mealy and Barb Rueter, Christmas Booth Chairs 

Notes from the Organ Bench 
Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

 

Rev. Rebecca and I have been thinking about a fifth 

Sunday hymn sing this fall on September 30th.  We have 

decided to ask people to write down your favorite hymns 

on the clipboard in the Sanctuary Lobby.  If we have 

them ahead of time, we can prepare a power point presentation. We 

probably will not sing all the verses but for a lot of us we find it helpful to 

have the words up in front of us I will say, from the front, it makes a 

difference in sound if people are looking up and reading the words instead 

of holding a heavy hymnal out and looking down. 

Also we will be doing a special Advent/Christmas musical program early this 

coming December.  I know some have musical skills but are worried about 

the weekly commitment required for singing with the praise team, or 

ringing with our bell choir.  If you would like to participate in a shorter term 

special service of music, this is your opportunity.  The bells will be ringing 

the praise team will be singing and we will be utilizing the organ,  the 

keyboard, and the grand piano as well as other special musical 

offerings.  Watch the newsletter for further details and plan on joining us 

for a special offering of music to the congregation.   

  I am so excited for the opportunity the Court Street United Methodist 

Church has given me to serve as your Minister of Music.  It has been a long 

time dream of mine to serve the church in this capacity, and you all have 

made this a reality.  Thanks so much to you all for your welcome and 

kindness toward me. 

JIM 



 

 

 
Greetings to all at Court Street UMC, 

It is summer.  It is HOT.  There are news reports of terrible events such as violence, hurricanes, floods, forest 

fires, and other natural disasters.  Do you sometimes feel overwhelmed and sad?  Here are some of my 

suggestions to combat this. 

First read Paul’s words in Philippians 4:8, “In conclusion, my friends, fill your minds with those things that are 

good and that deserve praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and honorable.”  This is a good 

place to start. 

I’m encouraging you to participate in an experiment; change your focus, as Paul suggests.  August has 31 days.  

On each day on a calendar or a piece of paper, record a positive thing such as the good news of the rescue of 

the Thai soccer team from the cave or read Psalm 113 as a reminder of God’s many blessings.  Listen to your 

favorite music, read a good book, have lunch with a friend, write a letter to someone who has befriended you in 

the past and thank him or her, make a phone call to someone in your family and tell him or her how much they 

mean to you.  Give someone you love a hug for no special reason.  Add to this list with ideas of you own. 

Also, be alert to little joys you see…a bird in flight, a child at play, an unexpected rain shower, a rainbow.  At the 

end of August read what you have recorded and hopefully those 31 entries will lift your spirits. 

God bless you as you focus on the positive this month. 

I wish you love, peace and joy. 

Mary Beth Wimp 

(Breezy) 

WAY TO GO United Methodist Churches! 

Court Street UMC often gives a special thank you to 

someone in our church for special services or actions 

with a “We Hold You in High Regard - - Way to Go” 

accolade in our newsletter.  This accolade is for EACH 

of us and our counterpart churches in mid-Missouri.  

The accolade comes from Kellie Pontius, community 

organizer, with the Central MO Community Action 

Agency to our church:  

Recently, I was at a meeting with my counterparts in 

which we shared resources within each of our eight 

counties.  While identifying community resources, 

astonishingly, it was noticed how the United Methodist 

Churches in each of our counties were actively involved 

in their communities; they took the lead to provide 

services to fill in gaps within our communities to assist 

families. 

As I am well aware of how involved in the community 

the United Methodist Church in Callaway County has 

been by participating in a taskforce for safe and 

affordable housing, providing meals for the homeless 

shelter, Baby Grace and the Food Pantry on Court 

Street, I found it pretty amazing that the United 

Methodist Church is recognized by community members 

in all of Central Missouri as leaders of community 

change. 

Thank you for your support and I applaud you for your 

service to others. 

Kellie Pontius, M.Ed, CCAP,  

Community Organizer 

C e n t r a l  M i s s o u r i 

Community Action  
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The Administrative Board met on July 23, 2018.  

Review of the following goals occurred: 

1.   Increase average worship attendance 

2.   Financial health 

3.   Hospitality  

The Finance Committee identified New Consecration 

Sunday as October 21, 2018.  Activities are planned 

beginning Monday, September 24
th

.  Linda Mealy is 

chairing the campaign. 

The Trustee’s reported on the Rock Building and the 

back parking lot.  A zoning meeting regarding the 

Rock building is scheduled for August 6, 2018 at 5:15 

p.m. at City Hall.  Attendance at the meeting is 

encouraged.  

The annual elevator inspection is coming due.   

The SPRC Committee reported that Rev. Jim West is 

our Minister of Music starting August 1. 

Linda Mealy, Lay Member to Fall Annual UMW 

Conference provided information regarding a District 

Conference at our church.  A salad luncheon will be 

served.  Anticipated participation is between 40 and 60 

women. 

Discussion related to an additional cooler for the food 

pantry activities resulted in the decision to decline the 

offer of a free cooler.  It is hoped another organization 

will benefit from the gift. 

Reverend Rebecca shared information regarding the 

Church Conference and Confirmation Activities. 

A fall Leadership Conference from 9 a.m. to noon on 

September 15 at KACO will provide time for us to plan 

future goals. 

Administrative Board Report 
            Deana Ready, Lay Leader 

The Finance Team is pleased to share that the 'Teeter-

Totter' pledge campaign has been declared a 

success!  You may remember that for 2018 our desires 

for engagement with our neighbors outpaced the 

resources we were projecting. 

Second quarter giving statements will be distributed 

soon with the following message: 

Many thanks to all for your generous annual giving and 

to those who participated in our additional ‘Teeter-

Totter’ campaign to help balance our budget ($7,335 

additional pledged).    With that campaign and the 

restructuring of pastor support due to charge 

realignment, current projections indicate our budget will 

be balanced for 2018 if all pledges are paid in full 

by December 31.  Thank you for helping our church stay 

strong. 

Mid-Year Budget Update 
Charlie James, Linda Rootes, and Mona Barley  

What better way to celebrate and welcome change 

into our church but by growing the spirit of 

invitation.  Many of you have noticed the addition of a 

barren white tree displayed in the back of the 

sanctuary and have inquired of its purpose.  It is the 

hope of this congregation to continue growing in the 

spirit of invitation.  Throughout the upcoming months, 

we invite you, our church family, to take part in the 

growth of invitation. 

As you enter or leave our Sunday 

worship service, or anytime during 

the week, we encourage you to 

add a Dove to the Tree of Promise 

for each person you have invited to 

come to church. 

On the Dove, feel free to share a contact name, if you 

are so inclined, so that we may continue to reach out 

to new folks.  Invitation cards are created and on the 

table beside the tree. Please offer this information to 

those who have entered our lives.   

Throughout the upcoming months, watch as our 

congregation works together by growing the spirit of 

invitation.  Our Tree of Promise will become vibrant 

with Doves. 

As we continue to move forward with this mission, 

offer the olive branch of peace, hope and grace by 

extending hospitality and generosity to all those who 

you we may come into contact with during our daily 

lives. 

Growing Spirit of Invitation 
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Movie Night 

Join us on Friday, August 17th at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  We will watch 101 Dalmatians and 

eat Puppy Chow as we celebrate the end of the "Dog 

Days of Summer."  Per The Old Farmer's Almanac, the 

traditional timing of the "Dog Days of Summer" is 40 

days beginning July 3 and ending August 11, 

coinciding with the rising of the Dog Star, Sirius.   

“Dog Days bright and clear / indicate a happy year. / 

But when accompanied by rain, / for better times our 

hopes are vain.”  

Please Sign Up To Help With Confirmation! 

Confirmation classes will kick off September 9, 2018 

and we are looking for mentors to assist our youth as 

they learn about the Methodist Church.  Mentors will 

be invited to attend a meeting with the youth on 

September 16, 2018 and April 7, 2019 from 6-7 p.m. 

Family Fun At the Splash Pad 

Join us on Sunday, August 26th from 4-6 p.m. at 

Memorial Park.  We invite you to run and play in the 

Splash Pad or challenge other members to a friendly 

game of washers or cornhole.  For those who would 

like to sit in the shade, we have the pavilion 

reserved.  To reach out to those in the community at 

the splash pad, we will share popsicles.   
 

 

 

 

Save the Dates 

September 21     Family Movie Night:  The Incredibles 

October 19    Family Movie Night:  Hocus Pocus 

October 20    Festival of Sharing                               

October 28    Trunk or Treat 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 

8/05/18 … 6-7 p.m. Old Testament continued  

8/12/18 … 6-7 p.m. Old Testament continued 

8/17/18 … 2-4 p.m. Food Pantry 

8/17/18 … 6:30 p.m. MOVIE NIGHT: 101 Dalmatians 

8/18/18-8/19/18 … 7 p.m.-7 a.m. Lock-In (Each youth 

can bring up to 2 friends. Bring snacks to share.  RSVP 

to Julie Uhls 573-220-8850) 

8/26/18 … 4-6 p.m. Fun at the Splash Pad 

09/09/18 … 6-7 p.m. Confirmation Class Kickoff 

(Parent/Youth to meet with Rev. Rebecca) 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL YOUTH 

8/17/18 … 2-4 p.m. Food Pantry 

8/17/18 … 6:30 p.m. MOVIE NIGHT: 101 Dalmatians 

8/18/18-8/19/18 … 7 p.m.-10 p.m. Lock-In (Join us for 

a shorter version of a lock-in.  Each youth can bring 

up to 2 friends. Bring snacks to share.  RSVP to Julie 

Uhls 573-220-8850) 

8/26/18 … 4-6 p.m. Fun at the Splash Pad 

 

COURT STREET YOUTH STAY BUSY! 
Hello Court Street Youth.  We have a busy schedule ahead of us this Fall! 

ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

Church 

Rummage Sale 

Helps with 

Mission Work 

With lots of donations and 

many helping hands, the 

annual Rummage Sale was again a great success!  

Many thanks to Linda Mealy for heading it up.  Items 

were donated by our church members, neighbors and 

friends.  A wide variety of items appeared the week of 

July 30 and many found new homes on Saturday, 

August 4.  All proceeds will benefit the mission work 

of the church.    

Lay Servant Ministries Course 

Offered in September 
For those seeking a better understanding of their call 

and for those desiring to become certified as Lay 

Servants, there will be a one-day basic course from 8 

a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 8, 2018 at Pleasant 

Grove UMC in Auxvasse (Hatton) and another at 8 

a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday on Sept. 15, 2018 at Gravois 

Mill UMC in Gravois Mills.  The course is designed for 

teams from churches as well as individuals.  Course 

instructor is Rick Matson.  A $10 fee and participant’s 

book is required.  To register, contact Rick at 

rmatson573@aol.com by Sept. 1, 2018 and Sept. 8, 

2018, respectively. 

August 2018 
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Happy sounds and joyous excitement were everywhere 

on Sunday evening, July 29, 2018, when the Fulton 

Ecumenical Vacation Bible School (VBS) kicked 

off.  Just over 75 children registered for the Sunday-

Thursday Rolling River Rampage Ride to become 

spiritual “Rafters” in their ride of a lifetime with 

God!  Children from Court Street United Methodist 

Church, First Christian Church, First Presbyterian 

Church and St. Peter’s Catholic Church joined together 

with volunteer leaders to engage in interactive, 

energizing, Bible-based activities.  

Each evening at 5:30 at First Presbyterian, children 

gathered for a meal provided by a host congregation 

(see Court St UMC photos of our Taco Team) and then 

participated in a high-energy opening assembly on the 

topic of the night!  The kids loved it!  Next they were 

off to the various ‘stations’ to continue their rafting 

journey.  The Bible Station provided Rapid Reminders 

and a Rapid-Ready Verse, both crafted to bring life-

messages of faith.  The Craft Station and Science 

Station presented both artistic and scientific elements 

to rafting with God.  Rounding out the evening were 

the Recreation Station and Refreshment Station, both 

popular stops for the kids.  Along the way, the overall 

mission project, Fulton Stream Team, was unveiled and 

each rafter was invited to participate and put their 

faith into action. 

 It was a fast-paced, action-

packed ride on the Rolling 

River Rampage this past 

week and all who 

participated have great 

memories of exploring new 

ways to serve God and to 

find God’s mission for their 

lives.  Our sincere thanks to 

Julie Uhls and her team and 

the many volunteers who 

helped in producing another 

great Vacation Bible School! 

Game Leader Cindy Beckmeyer, 

standing, distributes a Morse 

code game.  The children have 

to decipher the message and 

then do what the message says 

in “follow the leader” fashion.  

The youth prayed silently, stood 

in a line, and hopped like a 

rabbit among other things. 

Crew Leader Ginger Beasly 

works to decode secret 

messages with her VBS 

Rafters. 

During a break between 

games Ellie Jo and her fellow 

VBS Rafter enjoy walking 

and running on water. 

Vacation Bible School 2018 
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August 2018 Court Street UMC Calendar of Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  

FH--- Fellowship Hall 

FC--- Fellowship              

  Classroom 

S-----Sanctuary 

           1  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 

 

 

 2 

 

 3     

 9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 

 4 

8:00 a.m. 

Annual Rummage Sale 

(FH) 

 5 

10:00 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6:00 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 6 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 7 

 

 8  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 

 9 

6 p.m.  

Girl Scout Leader Mtg. 

(FH) 

Girl Scouts Mtg. 

 

 

 10  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 

 

 11  

 

 12 

10:00 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6:00 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 13 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

6:30 p.m.  

Council on Ministries Mtg. 

 

 14 

10:30 a.m. 

Food Bank Pickup 

 15  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 

 16  

11:30 a.m. 

Food Pantry (Walmart) 

Pickup 

 17  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

2 p.m.  

Food Pantry  

6:30 p.m. 

Family Movie Night (FH) 

 18  

7 p.m. 

Youth Lock-In 

 

 19 

10:00 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

 

 20 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

7 p.m.  

Administrative Board Mtg. 

 21 

 

 22  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m.  

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 23 

6 p.m.  

Girl Scouts Mtg. 

 24  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 25  

9 a.m.  

Baby Grace 

 

 26 

10:00 a.m.  

Small Group 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

5 p.m. 

Fun at the Splash Pad 

 27  

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 28 

 

 29 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m.  

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 30  31 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

Mission Fit 

 

Vacation Bible School 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

August 2018 


