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W 
hen the way forward is fuzzy then it is time 

to rehearse our history and remember who 

we are and whose we are.  I have always 

found this to be true in my lifetime.  Retelling our story 

helps us to clarify it and, if we are lucky, brings new 

self-awareness and understanding.  But it requires a 

degree of vulnerability. 

Recently I’ve had the blessing of sharing in 

conversation with others about their journey of faith.  

It’s always an honor to hear 

another’s faith story.  In the 

hearing I’m being gifted with 

something precious.  It is a 

sacred trust.  In the 

conversations there is always 

room for questions that seek 

greater understanding but 

no room for judgment.  

When we share that deeply 

we take a risk in making 

ourselves vulnerable.  And so 

I and our leaders work 

intentionally to make sure 

CSUMC is a judgment-free 

zone because we are an 

imperfect people who are all 

learning to love more 

perfectly. 

In listening and then 

reflecting on my own story I 

realize that the faith of my 

childhood was innocent and simple:  God is love and I 

am a child of God who is called to love just like God 

does.  As I grew and explored other denominations, I 

struggled the most when I perceived a constricted 

understanding of who God is and who is acceptable to 

God.  At one point, because I could not reconcile my 

childhood faith with this new idea of God that was so 

very foreign, the easiest way to relieve the pain and 

confusion was to leave the church altogether.  It was 

easier to run away.  I no longer knew if God loved me 

or was simply the ever-present Judge determining my 

worth with every action, every word and lacking 

patience with my glaring imperfections.  How many 

other sisters and brothers out there are experiencing 

the same turmoil?  A chance encounter during an 

internship led me to a congregation that created a 

safe place for me to wrestle with my confusion and 

experience a part of God with 

whom I was unfamiliar: A 

God of Reconciliation.  As I 

became increasingly involved 

in the congregation’s 

ministry, I heard teachings 

that raised more than one 

red flag.  By that time, I was 

near graduation from a 

liberal arts and sciences 

university at which we are 

taught to think critically.  You 

may have already guessed 

that this place of healing had 

become constricting, more 

concerned about conquest 

and indoctrination than the 

Golden Rule. 

Once I was graduated and 

returned to St. Louis I went 

back to the church of my 

childhood.  It was there that I 

fell in love with God all over again.  I needed to have 

experienced the confusion, constriction, and 

reconciliation in order to more deeply appreciate and 

accept the reality of God’s grace.  The more I prayed 

and studied I began to realize that God is expansive.  

As Lori Hetteen writes: “Prisoners pen scriptures, 
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whores are heroes and every face resembles holiness.  The 

feet of peasants are washed by the King and law bows down 

to Love.  Outsiders are insiders and the door is not open but 

torn clean from its hinges.  This is the house that God built.”  

Whenever I place my own limited, human understanding on 

God, God expands it, deepens it, remolds and makes it suddenly new.  It’s like a dance between God and I—a 

dance in which I am a beloved child, a humble servant, a messenger, and a dancer who on several occasions has 

two left feet.  But God is always in the lead.  So, when the way forward seems fuzzy, I rehearse my story and 

gain clarity on who I am and who God is, was, and always will be. 

As our denomination approaches the special called session of General Conference from February 23-26 in St. 

Louis, focusing on human sexuality, the way forward for the United Methodist Church seems fuzzy.  No matter 

what the outcome the mission of the church remains the same:  to make disciples of all nations.  We may not 

know or understand the future of our denomination and no matter what God remains the same.  On behalf of 

the Administrative Board, I invite you to join in a time of learning and reflection leading up to General 

Conference beginning at 2 p.m. on Saturday, February 16 in the Sanctuary.  Together we will share in A Way 

Forward Conversation including a video presentation featuring Bishop Bob Farr.  He will help us to better 

understand the proposals and process of General Conference.  I look forward to seeing you then.  And 

until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit and fill you with hope, 

Rev. Rebecca 

R² Note … (continued) 

A few weeks ago I began early morning walking with a neighbor.  We travel west on West 7th Street and turn 

north on Hickman.  Shortly we come to McIntire Elementary School and make a loop through the parking lot 

before returning home. 

The building is dark and eerie at that time of day with no sign of life except for an occasional glimpse of the 

custodian.  My curiosity got the better of me, though, because my late mother-in-law, Maurine Wilkerson 

Rootes, taught fourth grade there until her retirement. 

After hearing our Missouri Bishop Bob Farr announce a priority of increasing the support of our churches for 

our neighborhood elementary schools I decided to make a visit during the day.  That visit told me that our 

church has been involved with the school since the beginning.  It is named for J. W. McIntire who was a 

member and steward of our church! 

In the main hall is a bronze image of Mr. McIntire and a summary of his  involvement with public education.  It 

states that he served Callaway County Public Schools for fifty-three years.  He was a member of the Fulton 

Board of Education from 1886 to 1928, serving as Secretary of the Board for thirty-eight years.  He was active 

in community affairs through his life serving on the City Council and as Steward in the Methodist Church for 

many years. 

The historic plaques there are full of names I recognize from our church family.  I have heard stories of many 

church members teaching at the school through the years. 

I have filled out a volunteer application, and hope you will too.  There is no end to the things we can do to 

help the students and staff. 

Get to know the school through it's website and facebook page.  I just learned about an amazing award the 

school received. 

In the meantime, let's think of things we can collect and donate!   We have reason to honor the Methodists 

who have gone before us, and CELEBRATE McINTIRE! 

One Methodist's Legacy 
Linda Rootes 

A Conversation on The Way Forward 

2 – 3:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 

CSUMC Sanctuary 
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Dear Church Friends, 

Thank you so much for all the Christmas Cards I received.  

It is great to be remembered by friends you seldom see.  I 

really do miss being active in church.  That was a very 

important part of my life.  I pray for our church daily.  Give 

me a call sometime or come by to see me.  I would love to 

visit with you.  

In Christian love,  

Phyllis Rodecape 

The Family of William (Willie) Boyd sincerely thanks Court Street UMC 

for the support offered during this difficult time.  Court Street UMC 

stepped in with a delicious meal for our family and friends and had open 

doors while we tried to figure out how to use the equipment for a slide show 

and music.  Rev. Jim West led a wonderful memorial service.  Rev. Rebecca 

Dunger Peak offered much prayer and support.  We truly appreciate our 

church family.  

The Family of Willie Boyd 

Your parsonage family is grateful for the 

generosity of the Administrative Board.  In mid-

December a new refrigerator, washer, and dryer 

were purchased and installed to replace aging 

durable goods.  We were able to support a local 

business in the process.  Thank you for investing in 

the parsonage. 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Rebecca & Rev. Clayton 

Notes From Our Scholarship Recipients 

Dear United Methodist Church, 

I would like to thank you all again for the financial support you have given me this year.  This will be my final semester at 

State Technical College of Missouri.    Soon I will be searching for employment to fulfill my dream of being a lineman.  

I have learned lots in my time here and can’t wait to further my knowledge with on the job training.  I would like to thank you 

again for all the support you have given me.  It’s been a once in a lifetime experience. 

Sincerely, Will Dunn 

Dear Court Street Methodist Pastor and Congregation, 

I am pleased to inform you all that my first semester at Hannibal LaGrange University has been far better than anything I 

could have predicted it to be.  My classes have been challenges and learning curves.  However, I feel I now have a firm 

grasp on things and feel confident going into next semester. 

Over all, my experience at HLG has been a lot of fun and I am learning a lot.  I am very 

grateful for the opportunity to attend such a great school and that is all thanks to the 

members of your congregation, as well as the others who have seen fit to invest in my future 

and my education.  I thank you all for your prayers and support.  I am excited to see what 

the future holds, and I will continue to update you on my progress as a student.  Thank you 

again and God bless. 

Sincerely, Skyler Barker 

* Letter was condensed. For entire letter and picture, see posting on bulletin board. 
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Baby Grace Open House will be from 9-11 a.m. on Saturday, February 23
rd

.   We offer gently used or new 

clothing for newborn to 5 years old, diapers, and baby wipes.  Occasionally Baby Grace may have toys, strollers, 

high chairs, car seats, shampoo/body wash, and baby food/formula.  Contact is Linda Mealy at 642-1054. 

Baby Grace February Open House 
Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

The Food Pantry @ Court Street 

January Report and New Opportunity 
Linda Rootes, Coordinator 

The Annual Giving Statements have been available for pickup at Sunday morning worship.  Those remaining 

after January 27 will be mailed.  Watch for yours, and let us know if you have any questions.  Thanks. 

2018 Giving Statements 
Charlie James, Finance Secretary 

We have been blessed with additional shopping carts to help our friends collect their groceries and get them to 

their cars. The carts were donated to the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri by Toys R Us after their 

store closing. 

Not everyone will volunteer an hour or two a month to work in the pantry, but everyone can bring a can of 

food to add to our shelves. If each person in worship brings a can each week, we will collect over a ton of food 

in the coming year!  We will ask Rev. Rebecca to bless our collection each month on the Sunday before 

distribution. 

Our January Food Pantry Day has the following numbers: 

     Households served:   53,  representing 144 members 

     Ages represented:     28 seniors,  38 youth under 17,  and 68 adults ages 18-59 

Volunteers: 5 on Tuesday, January 8; 7 on Tuesday, January 15; 2 on Wednesday, 

January 16; 6 on Thursday, January 17; and 19 on Friday, January 18.  Total volunteers 

experiences = 39, of those 8 were Court Street volunteers. 

February Food Pantry schedule:  

     Tuesday, February 12, meet the truck from Columbia at 11:30 a.m. 
     Thursday, February 14, meet the produce truck from Walmart at 1 p.m. 

     Friday, February 15, volunteer to help share food and bring hope at 1 p.m. 

Don’t forget to bring one can of food each Sunday to put in our new shopping carts.   

A Fit-Bit Workout! 
Have you joined our Walk With Ease Program?  If you have a Fit-Bit, you’ll love the numbers!   The walkers meet 

9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in the Fellowship Hall.  This program is designed by The 

Arthritis Foundation to ease the pain of arthritis and improve overall health - - but everyone is welcome to join.  

Make new friends, walk a while, have fun, and get those Fit-bit numbers climbing!   And best of all, there is no 

charge! 

Quarterly Kitchen Clean-Up Freezer Edition  

You've heard of Spring Cleaning.  We're getting a jump on it in the CSUMC kitchen by cleaning out the freezer.  If 

you have any items in the freezer we encourage you to take them home by Wednesday, February 13.  All 

remaining items will be discarded on Friday, February 15.  Contact Bobby Mealy with questions or conserns.  Who 

knows, perhaps we'll usher in an earlier Spring! 
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We will once again journey from Ashes to Fire in 2019.  We invite you to share this journey by utilizing this 14-

week devotional book.  Each book includes daily scripture readings from the Old Testament and New Testament, 

prayers, and each Sunday, a small sermon with journaling space.  This book is specifically designed to be used, 

either individually or for small groups, from Ash Wednesday to Pentecost.  Using the Scripture readings from Year 

C of the Revised Common Lectionary, a devotional reflection based on the Sunday Gospel passage begins each 

week and serves as the main content for Sunday school and small groups. 

The book will create an intentional and intensive fellowship with Jesus by guiding readers through worship, 

personal Bible study, daily devotions, and spiritual readings.  In this devotional guide you will discover a breadth 

and depth of Bible reading, spiritual reflection, and prayer that could, if faithfully followed, inspire the 

transforming, life-renewing experience with Christ for which your heart hungers.  Each book costs $12.  Please 

place your orders by Sunday, February 17, 2019.  You may pay for your book when you place your order or after it 

arrives.  Simply write “Ashes to Fire Book” in the memo line of your check or on the front of an offering envelope 

containing your cash payment.  Include your completed order form with your payment.  Order forms will be 

available in the bulletins on Sundays, February 3, 10, and 17. 

Greetings to all, 

February is sometimes called “love month.”  Looking to 

find a good definition of love, I think we can do no 

better than chapter thirteen of 1 Corinthians.  I would 

like to use just a portion of this chapter that tells us 

what love is, what it isn’t, what it does, what it doesn’t, 

and I think provides the essence of love.  Here are just 

some key verses of The Message translation. 

 Love never gives up. 

 Love cares more for others than for self. 

 Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 

 Love doesn’t strut, 

 Doesn’t have a swelled head, 

 Doesn’t force itself on others, 

 Isn’t always “me first,” 

 Doesn’t fly off the handle, 

 Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 

 Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 

 Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 

 Puts up with anything, 

 Trusts God always, 

 Always looks for the best, 

 Never looks back, 

 But keeps going to the end.  

Isn’t this a great summation of love? 

Love, peace, and joy to you, 

Mary Beth Wimp  (Breezy) 

Letter from Breezy to Christians at Court 
Street UMC 

Our Souper Bowl party on Saturday, February 2, 

was a great success!  Regardless of who wins the 

real Super Bowl, ours brought lots of friendly 

games, a tasty meal, and lots of cheering and 

laughter!  Dump Chili and Dump Vegetable Soup 

are a yummy treat on a cold night and a great 

way to kick off the ‘bowl’ event!  Many thanks to 

Linda Williams and Julie Uhls for organizing it.         

Soup – Soup  

SOUPER BOWL!! 

Journeying from Ashes to Fire in 2019 

Devotional Provides Daily Reflections from Ash Wednesday to Pentecost 
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Court Street United Methodist Church Scholarships 
Deana Ready, Scholarship Chair 

We are very fortunate to have three scholarship opportunities available through our church.  The scholarship 

awards vary in amount and range between $1,000 and $5,000 per academic year.  The students receiving these 

scholarships must demonstrate continued commitment to the standards expected of our Christian faith.  The 

scholarship may be received for multiple years if the student applies annually and demonstrates continued need 

and adequate academic progress.  Application for these scholarships includes the completion of the FAFSA on 

an annual basis.  The FAFSA is the gateway to any federal grants or loans.  (WWW.FAFSA.Gov) 

The following criterion is used to determine recipients. 

Callaway County resident (preference given to graduating seniors) 

Open to any area of study unless specified in the name of the scholarship 

Active member/regular participant in the life of a church (preference given to CSUMC members) 

Two confidential letters of recommendation from church members of applicants “home church” including 

one from the church minister 

Community leadership, service and activities 

Financial need (the Student Aid Report -SAR- or the Free Application for Federal Student Aid-FAFSA-will be 

the baseline) 

Satisfactory academic progress is required 

Completed application information must be provided to the Court Street United Methodist Church Office by the 

end of the business day no later than the last business day of March (March 29, 2019).  If all required 

information is not available the application will not be considered. 

If you are a student that is interested in pursuing this scholarship opportunity, please contact the church office at 

umccourtstreet@gmail.com. 

Wiley House Visit Helps Homeless 
Mary Ann Echelmeier 

Wiley House is one of our ongoing local mission projects.  Court Street UMC provided coffee and sugar on 

January 18 as well as 3 cakes donated by another volunteer. On January 25 we provided the meal for Friday as 

well as staples that could be taken with the guests or be used for the weekend to fill in. They are always in need of 

paper products. If you care to donate please leave them at the church office and they will be delivered.  

The Card Ministry will be accepting Valentine Cards for our folks at home 

and in nursing homes beginning Sunday, January 27, through Monday, 

February 11.   A list will be available in the Lobby area.   Let these loved 

ones know just how important they are to our church family. 

Valentine Cards Share the Love 
Linda Williams, Chair 
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The Fulton Kiwanis Club was recently searching for a new location for Pancake Day held each Spring and Fall.  

Our facility checked all the boxes on their dream list.  The group will set up beginning at 3 p.m. on Thursday, 

February 28.  Pancake Day will be from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Friday, March 1.  Tickets are $7 in advance, $8 at the 

door (FREE for children under age 5).  This event is All You Can Eat serving pancakes, whole hog sausage, biscuits 

& gravy, juice, milk, coffee!  Proceeds will benefit College Scholarships, Boys State, Girls State, Boy Scout Troop 

50, Cub Scout Pack 52, SERVE, Scholastic Book Vouchers, Youth Expo Awards. 

Hosting a big event gives our congregation an opportunity to welcome our 

community to CSUMC.  Let's extend some radical hospitality.  We're looking for 

greeters.  A greeter would welcome folks at the entrance, point out the restrooms, and 

give direction into the Fellowship Hall where the food will be served and a silent 

auction will take place.  If you can take a shift as a greeter representing CSUMC please 

contact one of your Mission & Outreach co-coordinators Mary Ann Echelmeier and 

Linda Rootes. 

Court Street Plays Host to Kiwanis Spring Pancake Day 

 

Court Street UMC 

2019 Holidays & Office Closure 

Day(s)  Date  Holiday Observance    

Monday April 22 Easter Monday^ 

Monday May 27 Memorial Day 

Thursday July 4 Independence Day Holiday 

Friday July 5 Independence Day Friday~ 

Monday September 2 Labor Day 

Thursday & Friday November 28-29 Thanksgiving 

Wednesday & Thursday December 25-26 Christmas* 

Tuesday December 31 New Year’s Eve 

Wednesday January 1, 2020 New Year’s Day 

^ Since we do not close on Good Friday we close for Easter Monday. 

~ Since July 4 is on a Thursday, the SPR Specialists decided to close the offices on Friday, July 5 as 

well rather than opening for one day before the weekend. 

* Since we do not close on December 24 for Christmas Eve we close the offices on December 26. 

 On the twelfth day of this new year my 

Creator gave to me, 13" of snow and a 

cardinal in the holly tree! ~Holly Dudley 
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Court Street UMC will again be taking teams to the President’s Day Trivia Night on February 23 in support of 

the Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society. Cost is $25 per player, tables of 8 only, and a meal (pulled pork) is 

included.  Join the fun at Callaway Electric at 6:00 p.m. for the meal with Trivia beginning sharply at 7 p.m.  The 

past president this year will be announced in early February and one round of Trivia is on him.  Don’t worry 

about what you don’t know, come LEARN some new trivia.  Contact Jo James at 642-6026 or Diane Burre 

Ludwig, 642-4664, to sign up.   It’s FUN! 

Trivia Night for Historical Society 
Diane Burre Ludwig  

YOUTH EVENTS 

Middle School/High School Youth 

February: 

2/2/19  "Souper" Bowl Party in the Fellowship Hall.  This will be an all church and family activity. Bring 

 chili or vegetable soup or another favorite if you prefer.  We will combine what to make a Dump 

 Chili and/or a Dump Soup.  We will join for dinner, games and fellowship, 6-8 p.m.   

2/3/19  Church Service and Salvation 10:20 a.m.-1 p.m.  Youth will serve Holy Communion during the 

 10:45 a.m. worship service.  Arrive by 10:20 a.m. to prepare.  After church service, we will dine on 

 Little Caesars and meet to discuss Salvation in the Fellowship Hall. 

2/10/19   Youth Group - Worship/Service, 6-7 p.m. 

2/17/19  Youth Group - Service Activity, 6-7 p.m. (More information to follow.) 

2/24/19  Youth Group - The General Rules, 6-7 p.m. 

The youth packed up their gear and trekked from the Fellowship Hall to the Sanctuary for the lesson on Sunday, 

January 27.  We studied Holy Communion in preparation for assisting in worship on Sunday, February 3.  We 

linked the story of the Last Supper in Luke with the first Passover in Exodus.  Then we traded the connection 

between the Last Supper and Paul's instructions to the Corinthians and our Great Thanksgiving prayer.  We 

celebrated the good news of our open table, learned why Rev. Rebecca gives such big pieces of bread, and a 

"Funner Fact" about Welch's grape juice and its connection to the UMC. 

Youth Take Mini Road Trip 

Youth studying our lesson on Holy Communion on Sunday, January 27 in the sanctuary. 
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FEBRUARY 2019 COURT STREET UMC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  
   

 

  

 

   

 

  

 

 1  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 

 

 2 

6 p.m. 

Souper Bowl (FH) 

 

 

  

 

 3 

10 a.m.  

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

Youth Communion Prep 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 4 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 

 5 

 

 6  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 7  

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

 

 8  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 

 9  

 

 10 

10 a.m.  

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 11 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6:30 p.m. 

Council on Ministries Mtg 

 12 

11:30 a.m.  

Food Bank Pickup 

 13  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 14 

1 p.m. 

Food Pantry (Walmart) 

Pickup 

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

 15  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

2 p.m.  

Food Pantry  

 

 16  

9 a.m. 

UMW Mtg. (FH) 

 

 17 

10 a.m.  

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 18  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6:30 p.m. 

Admin. Board Mtg 

 19 

 

 20 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 21 

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

 

 22 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 23 

9 a.m.  

Baby Grace 

 24 

10 a.m.  

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 25  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 

 26  27 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 28 

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ER---Exercise Room 

FH--- Fellowship Hall 

S-----Sanctuary 

UC---Upstairs Classroom 
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DAY 
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