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I 
never cease to be amazed at the lessons our kiddos 

teach us.  At our early Christmas Eve service, we 

were blessed by the leadership of four 

children.  Two were incredibly eager to help.  I 

commissioned them as "candle-hander-outers."  They 

were so excited to give everyone who entered a 

candle.  Not only were they equipping everyone for 

worship but also creating an atmosphere of welcome.   

We couldn't begin worshipping without the presence 

of the Birthday Boy.  I suspect some of our kiddos look 

forward to this part 

every year.  In fact, I 

was asked, "Are we 

going to have a 

scavenger hunt 

tonight (emphasis 

on  scavenger 

hunt)?"  Indeed, we 

began with the 

"scavenger hunt" 

for the baby 

Jesus.  You could 

hear the kiddos 

checking high and 

low chiming, "He's 

not here."  "He's 

n o t  h e r e 

either."  And then 

what once was 

hidden has been 

found!  Oh, the joy of placing Jesus in the 

manger.  They know worship can't begin until they 

have set the stage.  I wonder if they understand how 

integral their presence and participation is in making 

our worship complete.  After placing Jesus in the 

manger, we lighted the Christ candle together.  It took 

teamwork, but it was so worth it.  It's important to be 

able to entrust key positions to younger generations. 

As we began to sing carols another of our children was 

conducting the music from the front row.  He was lost 

in the music!  And I was filled with awe just watching 

him worship with abandon.  When was the last time 

you were lost in the awe and wonder of music, of 

praise? 

During communion one of the youngest was so 

excited to receive her piece of bread.  I'd baptized this 

wee one and have loved watching her grow.   She 

came up and her Mom, standing behind her explained 

that she's been asking for 20 minutes, "When do we 

get to eat?"  Here's 

the paradox:  she 

may not understand 

the theology of 

communion but she 

understands the 

hunger and longing 

for grace even if she 

can't articulate it. 

I love it when 

children are in 

worship!  I pray they 

never lose their 

eager anticipation 

and joy in searching 

for and finding 

Jesus in every nook 

and cranny.  I pray 

they never stop 

worshiping with abandon.  I pray they never lose their 

hunger for grace.  I pray we never think we're too 

grown to learn from our children.  

And a child shall lead them... 

May we take the joy of Christmas into this new 

year.  Until we meet again, 

May God's grace and peace enfold your spirit, 

Rev. Rebecca 

R2 Note … 

Children help Rev. Rebecca to light the Christ Candle. 



 

 

With a game-show theme, the Youth Group 

provided a most enlightening and entertaining 

worship service on Sunday, December 16.   The 

question was, “Who is 

the most important 

person at Christmas?”   

And the candidates were 

many: a UPS worker, a 

hard-working mother 

and her child, ballerinas 

from the Nutcracker and 

a Salvation Army bell 

ringer.  But in the end, 

they did find the REAL 

reason for the season ~ 

the Baby Jesus.  Along the way, the youth provided 

scripture, songs and special prayers as they 

presented their Christmas worship service.   

Kudos and many thanks 

to the Youth Group:  

Ellie Jo Alexander, Ellie 

Beckmeyer, Maddie 

Dyro, Nicholas Dyro, 

Hayden Echelmeier, 

Parker Echelmeier, 

Regan Echelmeier, Katie 

Teel, John Teel, and 

Owen Uhls.  GREAT JOB, 

everyone! 

YOUTH SEARCH FOR MOST 

IMPORTANT PERSON AT CHRISTMAS 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT COURT STREET UMC 

There is something special about an evening 

Christmas service.  The candles burn more brightly, 

flowers become radiant, and the entire altar seems 

more glorious.   It is a time of reverence and 

reflection.  And a time of great celebration as we 

retell the story of Jesus’ birth long ago in a lowly 

manger.    

Both our 7 p.m. and 11 p.m. Christmas Eve services 

were well attended, with the later service having the 

most attendees.  Each service ended with the 

traditional ‘passing of the light’ in the darkened 

sanctuary, a most impressive and moving site.   Those 

in attendance gave generously for the special 

offering for Our 

House, with a total 

of $540 being sent 

to help care for 

Callaway’s homeless.  

Peace, Love and Joy 

were in abundance. 

Baby Grace once 

again had a tree on 

display at the Field of 

Joy in Veteran's 

Park.   Many thanks to 

Linda Mealy for 

getting the tree 

decorated and ready. 

FIELD OF JOY TREE HONORS 

BABY GRACE 

CELEBRATE WITH ALTAR 

FLOWERS  

Altar flowers are a beautiful way to honor or 

memorialize a loved one or celebrate a special 

occasion, such as these flowers celebrating the 

marriage of Michelle and Mike Kratzer. They cost $20, 

and you may take the flowers home as the Kratzers did. 

These flowers are still beautiful two weeks later!  

Reserve your special date in the flower notebook in the 

Narthex. 
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First, GREETINGS to all at Court Street UMC.   A 

heartfelt ‘thanks’ to you for all the lovely Christmas 

cards and notes that we (Ralph and I) received from 

you.  We appreciated them so much. 

I wish you a Happy New Year.  This is the standard 

greeting at the beginning of a brand new year.  So lets 

focus on the first word: HAPPY.   Not long ago, I was 

part of a conversation about ‘happiness.’  A discussion 

was in progress about what makes us happy and what 

doesn’t.  One of the people said, “I believe I am 

happiest when I am in service.”  BINGO!  Of course we 

are happiest when the focus changes from ourselves 

to others.   So, to experience happiness in 2019, I 

challenge you to make the choice to be in service to 

others. 

How does one do this?  There are so many places to 

volunteer your time and talents - -  your church, your 

community, schools, organizations such as SERVE, Our 

House, etc.  So many people and organizations are in 

need of help.  Look for opportunities, small or great, 

and offer your help.  See for yourself if it is really true 

for you that your happiness level rises when you are in 

service. 

My New Year’s wish for you is 

to find happiness in service 

this year. 

Love, joy and peace, 

Mary Beth Wimp,  

(Breezy) 

“Happiness... 
consists of giving, 

and in serving 
others.” 

Henry Drummond 

Letter from Breezy to Christians at Court Street UMC 

NEW YEAR OF MINISTRY STARTS NOW!! 
Linda Rootes and Mary Ann Eichelmeier, Outreach and Witness Team Leaders 

Here at Court Street UMC our Council on Ministries is 

divided into three teams plus a Communications team 

to share our work with the world! 

The Worship and Hospitality Team gathers us 

together for corporate worship and fellowship. (Jan 

Finke and Michelle Kratzer, Team Leaders) 

The Nurture and Discipleship Team strengthens our 

faith through classes and group activities. (Julie Uhls 

and Linda Williams, Team Leaders)  

The Outreach and Witness Team gives us 

opportunities to live our faith in community with our 

neighbors who are not yet part of our congregation.  

Mary Ann Echelmeier and Linda Rootes are leading 

this team for 2019. 

The Outreach and Witness Team supports several 

projects that are staples of Court Street UMC work 

including Baby Grace, Food Pantry @ Court Street, 

Youth lock ins, Movie night, United Methodist Women, 

Meals for Wiley House, The CROP Walk for Hunger, 

the exercise room, and the Walking program.  The 

leaders of each project can come to the Outreach and 

Witness team leaders for assistance any time.  A new 

project gaining traction involves working with our 

public schools.  You will hear more about that this 

year. 

With so many projects going on you might think that 

every member of Court Street UMC is plugged into a 

place where they can follow Jesus’ command to “feed 

the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick, bury 

the dead, visit those in prison.”  The reality is that 

some of us have yet to find our passion for service.  

That is where the Outreach and Witness Team wants 

to help. 

We read in the book of James that faith without works 

is dead.  Our purpose is to help all our members to 

have a faith that is alive!  Please join us in seeking 

opportunities to be the hands and feet of Jesus in 

Fulton.  Give us some exciting new ideas for going out 

into our community with the love of Jesus.  We will 

help you build a team and get started on a work that 

will bring glory to God and life to your faith. 

Yes, what goes up must come down.  That includes the 

Christmas decorations in the sanctuary.  The 

dismantling will take place on Sunday, January 6, 2019 

at 1:30 pm.  This will give the lunch goers time to finish 

lunch and have something to do to work off that fried 

chicken.  See you there! 

WHAT GOES UP 



 

 

During the month of December, Court Street UMC was 

able to gift $5,000 to Re-Made for a Purpose as a 

benevolent gift.   

Re-Made for a Purpose is a non-profit organization in 

Fulton.  Re-Made's mission is to employ and empower 

adults with disabilities to utilize their unique gifts in 

purposeful, respectful, and gainful work.  An upscale 

resale boutique and upcycling shop with unique items 

created by the employees accomplishes this.  Knowing 

that God created each person for a purpose, Re-Made 

for a Purpose strives to create an innovative, safe 

atmosphere honoring the integrity of each employee 

in an environment where the employees are the 

decision-makers.  Employees are paid minimum wage 

and are involved in all facets of the business from 

making decisions related to products, to greeting and 

assisting customers, to completing sales at the register.  

Upon the discovery of a leaky roof, Re-Made for a 

Purpose was in need of $10,750 to ensure the roof 

repair for the years to come.   

Court Street UMC has endowed benevolent funds used 

only to assist those in need.  The administrative board 

evaluated Re-Made’s need and mission.  The decision 

to assist this non-profit organization was unanimous.  

Upon receipt of the benevolent gift, the administrative 

team was speechless.  Our gift, teamed with gifts from 

others, resulted in meeting their goal.  Court Street 

UMC is making a difference in our community.  We are 

indeed an imperfect people learning to love perfectly, 

discovering with our neighbors hope and wholeness 

through Jesus Christ.  

The next phase of Re-Made for a Purpose's dream is to 

develop and provide employment for additional 

workers and entering into the planning stages for an 

independent living program.  

If you have not had the opportunity to visit Re-Made 

for a Purpose at 17 West 5th Street,  I encourage you 

to stop and shop with this passionate group of 

wonderful people.   

BENEVOLENCE GIVING 

We want to thank you for your very generous donation to Re-Made 

for a Purpose.  Your gift is greatly appreciated!  You have blessed us 

tremendously.  God has used you to provide for our needs and we 

are most grateful for the support you have given.  

Your generous donation allows Re-Made to employ and empower 

adults with disabilities to utilize their unique gifts in purposeful, 

respectful, and gainful work. 

With gratitude, 

Phyllis, Barb, and the Re-Made Team 

Dear Rebecca  and the congregation of Court Street, 

Congratulations on the article in the latest edition, December 2018, 

The Missouri Methodist on the Food Pantry.  Center fold, no less!  

“Feed my sheep,” he said.  Surely, one way of encouraging 

discipleship is to feel the need of our neighbor and then do 

something about it; in doing so experience being needed.  That is 

what discipleship is all about.   

God bless all, 

Barbara  & Don Stassel 

Clayton and I are blessed by 

your generosity!  Thank you for 

the gift you've shared with us 

in the holy days.  I am looking 

forward to all that God has in 

store for us in this new 

year.  Thank you! 

Grace and peace, 

Rev.s Rebecca & Clayton 
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2019 COURT STREET UMC CHURCH LEADERS 

Administrative Board 

Position    Class of 2019   Class of 2020 

SPRC Specialist    Barb Rueter   Les Hudson 

Trustee Specialist   Paul McCormack  Bobby Mealy 

Finance Specialist   Linda Rootes (Treasurer)  Mona Bartley 

Lay Leader    Linda Mealy 

Lay Member to Annual Conf  Deana Ready 

Finance Secretary Team   Charlie James / Les Hudson 

Assistant Treasurer   Lindsay Ready 

 

Council on Ministries 

Position    2019 Leader/Co-Coordinators   

Pastor     Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Lay Leader    Linda Mealy 

Nurture & Education/Discipleship Julie Uhls and Linda Williams 

Outreach and Witness   Mary Ann Echelmeier and Linda Rootes 

Worship and Hospitality   Jan Finke and Michelle Kratzer 

Communications   Nancy Lewis and Diane Ludwig  

 

Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Lay Leader:  Linda Mealy 

Class of 2019:  Nancy Lewis and Linda Mealy  

Class of 2020:  Mona Bartley and Mary Ann Echelmeier 

6

WE CELEBRATE THE MINISTRY OF COURT STREET UMC 

The Missouri Conference of the United Methodist Church celebrates the ministry of Court street UMC (Fulton) 

for faithfully giving 100% of conference, national, and global apportionments for 2018 to support United 

Methodist connectional ministries in the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for transformation of the 

world.  We give God thanks for your extravagant generosity! 
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IN MEMORY OF 

Loyd Gene Boyce by Dorothy Boyce 

Sam & Elizabeth Barnes, parents, & Sam Barnes, brother, by Linda Barnes Daniels 

Vernon Echelemier and Mr. & Mrs. Martin Horstmeier by Mary Ann Echelmeier 

Joan & Leroy Beard and Emma Mae & Elmer Finke by Jan & Alan Finke 

Shari Means by Charlie and Jo James 

Jack Lippincott by Sue Lippincott 

Lescoe & Nadine Long and Maurice & Mabel Rankin by Jerry & Maurine Long 

Mildred & Fritz Burre by Diane Burre Ludwig 

Nick J. Ludwig by Diane Burre Ludwig 

Nick & Virginia Ludwig by Diane Burre Ludwig 

Joe Ready by Deana Ready 

Albert & Rosalee Schmid by Deana Ready 

Our Parents by Charles & Nancy Riley 

Joe Wickell by Wanda Wickell 

IN HONOR OF 

Rev. Clayton & Rev. Rebecca Peak and all member of Court Street UMC by Les & Deanna Hudson 

Our Parents by Charlie & Jo James 

Wanda Bean, grandma, by Michelle & Mike Kratzer and John & Katie Teel 

Trask & Mason Crane by John & Carolyn Rankin 

Leslie, Lindsey and Families by Deana Ready 

Alan & Jan Finke by Wanda Wickell 

POINSETTIAS REMEMBER AND HONOR LOVED ONES 

The altar was filled with bright blooms to remember and honor loved ones of our church family.  Many thanks to 

those listed here for providing this annual living tribute during the holidays. 

Six families with 14 children received a Christmas package at the Baby Grace Open House on December 22nd.  

The package included a Christmas box with a coloring book and crayons and a small stuffed bear.  Everyone 

snacked on sugar cookies.  It was a terrific time to visit and the children were able to pick out new books 

donated from the Callaway County Public Library.  Happy New Year. 

BABY GRACE AT CHRISTMAS 
Linda Mealy and Mallory Rueter 

THE FOOD PANTRY @ COURT STREET 
Linda Rootes, Coordinator 

Our Food Pantry provided smiles and happy faces as people received fresh produce and holiday goodies.   In 

December, 57 households were served, representing 139 individuals.  Of those, one quarter were children, one 

quarter were seniors, and the remaining were adults, age 18-59.   

We again had good volunteer turnout with 17 there to assist on pantry day December 21.  We also had four 

volunteers on Tuesday and nine on Thursday work days.  Seven Court Street folks showed up to help along with 

three members of Prairie Chapel UMC.   

During December we were blessed with collections from the Walmart shoppers, the First Christian Church, the 

Salvation Army, and the Health Department in addition to the food from the Food Bank for Central and 

Northeast Missouri.  Our thanks to all for helping these families have a happy holiday experience.  
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We have exciting news to report on the Bazaar!  With many thanks to Cherie Snyder and Linda Rootes for 

continuing to collect and track money for auction items and additional sales following the Bazaar, we are showing 

strong results.   While a few expenses may still be incurred, the following numbers are close to final at this time. 

  Income (sales, sponsorships, donations, mini-pies, auction)   $12,719 

  Expenses (food, supplies, decorations, credit card fees, etc)     3,197 

          $  9,522  Net to date 

Again, my sincere thanks to everyone for going the extra mile, as always, for our wonderful Bazaar!! 

BAZAAR 2018 YIELDS EXCITING RESULTS 
Diane Burre Ludwig, 2018 Bazaar Chair 

Year-end giving statements for 2018 will be prepared and mailed during January.  Please check your statement 

for any errors and/or omissions and let the church office know so that corrections can be made.  A new 

statement will then be issued to you for tax purposes. 

YEAR-END STATEMENTS COMING SOON 
Linda Rootes, Treasurer 

The Youth Group gathered on December 21 to view the classic movie, Miracle on 34th Street.  Everyone enjoyed 

the movie, the refreshments and getting to spend time with friends during this holiday season.  Stay tuned for 

more exciting events being planned. 

MOVIE NIGHT FEATURES CLASSIC 

YOUTH EVENTS 
Youth Group will continue meeting on Sundays from 6-7 focusing on Confirmation.  Plans are in motion to 

schedule Youth Lock-In.  Information will be sent out to families soon regarding January’s events and 

activities. 

Middle School/High School Youth 
 

01/06/18    Youth Group  - Confirmation, 6-7 p.m.       02/03/18    Invited to participate in communion 

01/13/18    Youth Group  - Confirmation, 6-7 p.m.       02/17/18    Visit Presbyterian Manor & read to residents 

01/20/18    Youth Group - Confirmation, 6-7 p.m. 

01/27/18    Youth Group - Communion, 6-7 p.m. 
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JANUARY 2019 COURT STREET UMC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  

   

 

 1 

 

 2  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 

 3 

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

 

 4  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 

 

 5 

 

 

 

  

 

 6 

10 a.m.  

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

1:30 p.m. 

Taking Down the Greens 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 7 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 

 8 

 

 9  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 10  

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

 

 11  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 

 12  

 

 13 

10 a.m.  

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 14 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6:30 p.m. 

Council on Ministries Mtg 

 15 

11:30 a.m.  

Food Bank Pickup 

 16  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 17 

1 p.m. 

Food Pantry (Walmart) 

Pickup 

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

 18  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

2 p.m.  

Food Pantry  

 

 19  

9 a.m. 

UMW Mtg. (FH) 

 

 20 

10 a.m.  

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 21  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6:30 p.m. 

Admin. Board Mtg 

 22 

 

 23 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 24 

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

 

 25 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 26 

9 a.m.  

Baby Grace 

 27 

10 a.m.  

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 

10:20 a.m. 

Singers Warmup 

10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  

Worship 

6 p.m. 

Youth Group (FH) 

 28  

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

 

 29  30 

8:30 a.m. 

Mission Fit (ER) 

9:30 a.m.  

Walk With Ease Program 

(FH) 

6 p.m.  

Court Street Singers (S) 

7 p.m. 

Court Street Ringers (S) 

 31 

5:45 p.m. 

TOPS (ER) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ER---Exercise Room 

FH--- Fellowship Hall 

S-----Sanctuary 

UC---Upstairs Classroom 

C H U R C H  O F F I C E  C L O S E D  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

January 2019 


