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Church Faces New Way Forward in February
Charles Riley
With Rev. Rebecca away some in October on family
matters, Charles Riley, attorney and longtime church
leader, was asked to update the congregation on the
United Methodist Church’s upcoming world-wide
special General Conference being held in St. Louis in
February 2019. We thank Charlie for providing the
following important information.

There is a rather alarming issue arising within the
United Methodist Church, which many are predicting
will result in a possible division in the Church. This
issue stems from the question of how our Church
should view and deal with homosexuality. Most of us
probably are not aware of the fact that this has
resulted in many of our churches advocating that
rather drastic changes be made (or not be made) in
the way in which our Church will deal with our lay
members and clergy who have a progressive view
toward homosexuality.
Many believe that the
denomination has now reached an impasse over same
-sex marriage and ordination of homosexual
individuals, and that this impasse has now risen to the
consideration of the church dividing.
Traditionally, the position of the United Methodist
Church has been that “self-avowed and practicing”
gay clergy and the blessing of same-sex unions has
been banned. There have been several instances in
the last few years of attempts to defrock ministers
who have performed same-sex marriages; some of
these attempts have failed, but some have been
successful.
Because of the hostility which has been created by all
of those who hold very strong opinions on this issue,
the United Methodist Church has called a world-wide
special General Conference, for February 23 through
26, 2019, in St. Louis to attempt to find a way forward
for the Church. The General Conference delegates will
consider three different plans developed by the
Commission on a Way Forward, which are as follow:

(1) One Church Plan.
This plan, which only applies to conferences in the
U.S., states that it gives churches the room they need
to maximize the presence of a United Methodist
witness in as many places in the world as
possible. The report on this plan states that it honors
the connectional nature of The United Methodist
Church and that no annual conferences, bishops,
congregations or pastors are “compelled to act
contrary to their convictions.” Key issues of this
proposal eliminate the Book of Discipline language
which states: “The United Methodist Church does not
condone the practice of homosexuality and considers
this practice incompatible with Christian teaching,”
and deletes the requirement that ordained clergy not
be “self-avowed practicing homosexuals.” Each annual
conference Board of Ordained Ministry and Clergy
session may determine standards for ordination or
certification, including standards related to human
sexuality. Local church members can decide what is
best for their congregation related to same-sex
marriage on church property. Local churches must
vote in a church conference open to all members, to
allow their property to be used for a same-sex
ceremony.
The One Church Plan ends the threat of church trials
over same-gender weddings. Local churches already
have the authority to establish wedding policies, and
pastors already discern whom they will or will not
marry.
This plan offers more space for both
traditionalists and progressives.
This Plan states that it “minimizes disruption in the
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episcopal oversight and accountability and would
handle elections, assignments and funding. Each
connectional conference would have its own
administration and financing; its own policies
regarding LGBT weddings and ordination and its own
standards for clergy. Justice ministries related to
racism and sexism would be organized at the
connectional conference level and held accountable
by the general church.

Most critics who have studied this Connectional
Conference plan state that it will not “simplify the
general church structure” but will instead create much
confusion as to how each United Methodist Church
and/or Conference will view the question of the
church’s position on homosexual issues.
We at Court Street United Methodist Church may
believe that this issue does not affect us, but, in fact,

this issue affects each congregation. At some time
our congregation, and our Annual Conference, will
have to decide which of the plans, as set forth above,
if any, we will want to support. Then each of us, as an
individual, will decide what our church affiliation will
be. The Presbyterian, the Disciples (Christian), and the
Episcopal denominations, among others, have taken
what can be called the progressive, or liberal,
approaches, by not banning gay clergy or
members. The Southern Baptists and many of the
evangelical churches have continued to hold the
Traditional position.
How the United Methodist
Church will proceed, will be determined at the
General Conference St. Louis. For some years our
denomination has used as a logo, “Open Minds, Open
Hearts, and Open Doors.” We hope that there will be
some action that our congregation can take to show
what our view of Christianity will be with regard to
this issue.

Notes from the Organ Bench
I have had lots of wonderful feedback about our 5th
Sunday Singing. It seems to have been enjoyed as
much by the congregation as a whole as it was for
those of us who worked hard to bring it to you.
By the time this newsletter gets into your hands the
Singers and Ringers will be beginning the process of
prepping for our Musical Advent service on December
2nd. Our musicians will be leading and there will be
some congregational singing as well as we begin the
first day of the new church year.
I know some of you are hesitant to commit to being

part of our music team as an ongoing
year-round commitment. But if you
love the music of the holidays and
want to be a part of our Singers for
this special time, why not plan on
joining us this coming Wednesday as we start our
prep for December 2nd. We would love to have you.
If you have any questions, feel free to give me a
call. 573-303-7766.
Blessings,
The Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

Letter from Breezy to Christians at Court Street UMC
Greetings to everyone at Court Street UMC,
“Come ye thankful people, come.” Thanksgiving is a
holiday that encourages us to pause in our feasting,
football, family, and fun activities and give thanks to
God for our many blessings. It is good to have a
special day set aside for giving thanks. But how about
making everyday a day of thanksgiving? Let’s focus on
our blessings.
You are familiar with the song Counting Your Blessings.
“When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed,
when you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, count
your many blessings, name them one by one, and it

will surprise you what the Lord hath done.” Good days
or terrible days let us take a few minutes to count our
blessings and take time to name them. Focus entirely
on blessings and save the requests for another time.
Here is your Bible verse to memorize for Thanksgiving,
Psalm 107:1 “O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
for his mercy endureth forever.”
Peace, joy, and love to you at Thanksgiving and
always,
Mary Beth Wimp
(Breezy)
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Callaway Singers Concerts
Thursday, December 6, 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 9, 2 p.m.
Dulany Auditorium
William Woods College

United Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for allowing us to use
your front lawn for the judges tent for the
Homecoming parade. FHS student council
really appreciates your support!

UMW Meeting

Thanks again,
FHS Student Council

Deck the Halls!

United Methodist Women met on Saturday, October
20, 2018, in the Fellowship Hall to plan 2019 activities.
The group also decided to sponsor a booth at the
annual Christmas Bazaar. The next meeting will be at
9 a.m. on Saturday, November 17. There will be a
meeting at 10 a.m. on December 15th. The program
will be R&R: Take A Break and it will be open to all
women.

Come take part in the transformation of the sanctuary
Sunday, November 25, 2018. Decorating will start at
2:00 p.m.

Plans so far for 2019 are to have a Pancake and
Sausage Breakfast in February. More information will
be made available after the first of the year.

Hanging of the Greens
Barbara Rueter

It's just like home. It starts with a mess and ends
picture perfect. See you there!

UMM Pecans Ready – Don’t Be Left Out!
Mark Fisher
Hurry, hurry, hurry! The United Methodist Men's
group will have a limited supply of pecans available
starting October 29th. Pecans come in one-pound
bags, and will be available in the Large (Mammoth)

Halves and the Medium pieces. The cost is $10 per
bag. If you are interested in purchasing pecans please
call or stop by the church office, or call Mark Fischer at
(573) 253-1291.

Do not wait to get yours at the Christmas Bazaar as we hope to be sold out by then.

December Newsletter
Schedule

Celebration Time for
St. James UMC
St. James UMC is celebrating 152 years of ministry at 3 p.m.
on Sunday, November 4th. They are having a praise and
worship service giving thanks to our Lord for allowing them
to continue being stewards for him. Come and join them
for refreshments and celebrations.
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The December church newsletter is being
held until after the Bazaar on December 1 so
we may share photos and highlights with
you. You may expect to receive it at church
on Sunday, December 9, or in the mail that
week.

New Consecration Sunday Success
Many thanks to the church leadership and to Rev. Nate
Berneking for preparing and presenting a most
successful New Consecration Sunday. Working to
fulfill our potential to do God’s work takes time,
thought, and funds. Each of us had a role to play. As
we shared our special worship service and Sunday
meal together on October 21, pledges were received
for the coming year. While some pledges are yet to be
turned in, we feel confident that over all financial
commitments will allow Court Street UMC to meet our
mission.

Special Gift Option:
The enclosed form allows
individuals to make a year-end
donation and help continue our
commitment to God’s work.

To Betty Bates turning 96 on December 1
&
To Flora Delle Clay Clayton turning 100 on December 7
2018 CROP Walk
With threatening weather all around, the annual Crop
Walk took a new turn and moved indoors to the
Presbyterian Church. Attendance may have been
down, but enthusiasm remained high to complete a

walk to help those in need. Court Street UMC had
one walker in the group and contributed $330 to the
CROP Walk. Walkers completed the event with soup,
chili and cookies.

Court Street UMC Host to Fellowship of Christian Athletes
The Fellowship Hall was an active place on Friday
night, October 19, as more than 103 student athletes
from Fulton High School enjoyed board games, a

movie, ping pong, and hanging out. This was the
FCA’s 5th Quarter Event and we were happy to host it.
Thank you to all who made this event possible.

Students at Fields of Faith event.

Students at FCA event.

Court Street UMC Youth
MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
10/28/18 ... 11:45 a.m. Caramel Apple social
11/04/18 ... 6-7 p.m. The Quadrilateral
11/11/18 ... 6-7:30 p.m. Cookie Baking for Bazaar
11/16/18 ... 6:30 p.m. Family Movie Night: Pocahontas
11/25/18 ... 2 p.m. Hanging of the Greens
11/25/18 … NO MEETING

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL YOUTH
11/11/18 ... 6-7:30 p.m. Cookie Baking for Bazaar
11/16/18 ... 6:30 p.m. Family Movie Night: Pocahontas
11/25/18 ... 2 p.m. Hanging of the Greens
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BAZAAR 2018 Set for December 1
Diane Burre Ludwig, Bazaar Chair
The 2018 Christmas Bazaar is almost here. Thirty-three
days and counting!! Are YOU ready?
Our Booth Chairs are working hard and need your help
(see requests on page 8). We need lots of cookies and
candy to magically appear on December 1st. We also
need those Christmas decorations, wooden items,
aprons and handcrafts, and lots of gift baskets and
nifty items for the silent auction.
Do contact the
Booth and Activity chairs listed and let them know
what you plan to bring. Please get your items to the
church on Thursday or Friday, November 29 or 30. We
will be there from noon to 8:00 p.m. each day to
receive things.
Booth Sponsorships are still available (see below) and
we hope to honor many people this year. Special
note: we are honoring two remarkable women in our

congregation with a special moment at the Bazaar;
Betty Bates, will turn 96 on December 1 (Bazaar Day)
and Flora Delle Clayton, will turn 100 on December 7.
Stay tuned for details.
Our good neighbors across the street, First
Presbyterian Church, are again holding their Fair Trade
Market and we will be cross-promoting each other’s
events. We plan to do our own general ads in the
Fulton Sun, showcase items in the Callaway Bank Court
Street window, do lots of Facebook postings and
distribute posters around town. What a special day
this event is for Court Street UMC and has been for 66
years! Come get your KICKS with us at our 66 th!! See
you there!
Diane Burre Ludwig, Bazaar Chair
642-4664 or DBLudwig22@aol.com

Bazaar Sponsorships
Diane Burre Ludwig, Sponsorship Chair
Our popular booth and activity sponsorships are again available for the Christmas Bazaar. Two sponsors are
allowed per booth/activity. The cost is $100 each and a sign with your name and/or person being honored is
placed above the booth or area. Sponsorship forms are available in the Narthex, at the church office, or through
me.
Please contact me to reserve your booth/activity area or for more information (642-4664 or
DBLudwig22@aol.com).
BOOTH SONSORSHIP OPTIONS (Number indicates sponsorships available at press time)
Christmas Booth (1)
Woodworking Booth (none)
What Am I Bid? Silent Auction (2)
Pantry Booth (1)
Gifts Galore Booth (2)
Cookies Buy The Pound (1)
Knives Plus Booth (1)
SPECIAL SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS
Breakfast Sponsor (2)
Luncheon Sponsor (2)
Kitchen Sponsor (none)
Cashiers Sponsor (1)
Greeters Sponsor (2)
Dining Room Sponsor (1)

Pies & Desserts Sponsor (none)
Tally Room Sponsor (1)
Clean Up Crew Sponsor (2)

MINI PIES – Time to Create Tasty Treats!
Diane Burre Ludwig, Coordinator
Our popular 6” mini pies will again be available for the
Bazaar. We’re taking orders now and making the pies
during November. Order forms are available in the
Narthex, the church office, or by contacting me.
Deadline to order is November 14. Cost is $5 per
pie, frozen, for you to bake later. Baked, ready to eat,
pies will be in the Panty Booth on Bazaar Day for $7
each.

you that don’t want to make pies, so all are welcome.
And we can’t do without donations of pie fillings! We
need apple, cherry and peach.
Bring them to the
church anytime and leave them in the kitchen or
church office.

Volunteers are needed!
We need ‘pie crews’ to
prepare our delicious apple, peach and cherry treats.
We have some wrapping and labeling jobs for those of

Thursday, Nov 1; Monday, Nov 5; Thursday, Nov 8;
Tuesday, Nov. 13 and Thursday, Nov 15, Monday, Nov
19 and Monday, Nov 26 (if needed).

We’ll work from 6-8 p.m. each evening.
Pie making nights are:
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Bazaar Booth Chairs Need Your Help
Please deliver all items to the Church on Thursday or Friday before the Bazaar

Pantry Booth

What’s My Bid? Silent Auction

Jan Finke, Co-Chair
220-5838 or grandmajan1@earthlink.net
Deana Ready, Co-Chairs
220-1865 or deanaready@gmail.com

Sharon Gibson, Co-Chair
826-5355 or sharibmg@gmail.com
Nancy Lewis, Co-Chair
642-3171 or nancyklew13@gmail.com)

Share your home-baked treats. This booth needs:
Candy
Pies
Snack mixes/granola
Canned tomatoes
Quick breads (small loaves as well as full size)
Sugared nuts or spiced nuts
Jellies (especially any sugar free)
Gifty food items for small gifts

Furniture, household items and
unique treasures are needed here.
Items will be accepted that are
gently used or brand new.
Gift
baskets are also welcome. They
should have a theme, such as a pet
basket, a movie basket, a spa
basket, etc. and have a value of $30
-60. All items must be delivered to
the church on or before Friday,
November 30 so they can be
checked in and auction bid sheets
prepared.

Cookies Buy the Pound
Linda Williams, Chair
220-5913
This booth is a ‘sell out’ every year! Dig out those
treasured family cookie recipes and start baking. Bring
your tasty treats to share on November 30 or early
December 1. Decorated cookies are always popular,
as are those featuring holiday designs. We need
dozens and dozens!

Wooden Mary &
Jesus figurine,
ladies accordion,
and crossstitched quilt for
Silent Auction.

Gifts Galore Booth
Carrie Utterback, Co-Chair
592-8215 or carebear102304@hotmail.com
Cindy Beckmeyer, Co-Chair
590-0094 or cynthiab08@gmail.com
We are on the lookout for fun and exciting gift ideas.
If you love Pinterest, please keep this booth in mind
for something new and different. We are looking for
tea towels, aprons, scarfs, hair accessories, jewelry and
anything else that you can think of that would make a
good gift for the holidays. Creativity rules!

Christmas Booth
Barb Rueter, Co-Chair
642-7080
Linda Mealy, Co-Chair
220-8835 or
mealyle@gmail.com
This booth is all things Christmas.; wreaths, bows,
centerpieces, and more. In early November, bring
your extra decorations, wreaths that need new life or
centerpieces and Barb and Linda will give them a great
make-over. This booth is also looking for ornaments
(new or gently used) for the Ornament Tree.

Knives and More Booth
Flora Delle Clayton, Co-Chair
642-2341
Mona Bartley, Co-Chair
220-1032 or steveandmona@hotmail.com

Woodworking Booth
Chuck Hughes, Chair
220-2892 or 387-4499
It won’t be the same without Corky Maddox but we
may have a few of his hand-made items in the booth.
Chuck is a bird-house builder, so come find a new
home for your feathered-friends. If you have wooden
items to donate, give Chuck a call.

No need to donate to this booth, just come and find
great gifts, a new favorite knife or that cool kitchen
tool you’ve been meaning to get. RADA knives are
long-lasting, attractive and perfect for holiday giving.
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Bazaar 2018
8:00 a.m. to - 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 1
Fellowship Hall

November 2018 Court Street UMC Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

2

ER---Exercise Room
FH---Fellowship Hall
S-----Sanctuary
UC---Upstairs Classroom

4

All Saints Day
5:45 p.m.
TOPS (ER)
6 p.m.
Mini Pies Making

5

Daylight Savings
Time Ends
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:20 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
All Saints Sunday
6 p.m.
Youth Group (FH)
11

6

12
Veterans Day
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:20 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship
3 p.m.
Girl Scout Mtg. (UC)
6 p.m.
Youth Group (FH)

18

25

13

14
6 p.m.
Mini Pies Making

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
6 p.m.
Court Street Singers (S)
7 p.m.
Court Street Ringers (S)

15

10

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)

16

1 p.m.
Food Pantry (Walmart)
Pickup
5:45 p.m.
TOPS (ER)
6 p.m.
Mini Pies Making

3

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)

9
5:45 p.m.
TOPS (ER)
6 p.m.
Mini Pies Making

Sat

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
2 p.m.
Food Pantry
6:30 p.m.
Family Movie Night (FH)

17
9 a.m.
UMW Fall District Mtg.
9 a.m.
Baby Grace

.

20

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
6 p.m.
Girl Scout Mtg. (UC)
6 p.m.
Mini Pies Making
6:30 p.m.
Administrative Board Mtg.

26
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:20 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship
3 p.m.
Girl Scout Mtg. (UC)

8

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
6 p.m.
Court Street Singers (S)
7 p.m.
Court Street Ringers (S)

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
11:30 a.m.
Food Bank Pickup
6 p.m.
Girl Scout Mtg. (UC)
6:30 p.m.
Council on Ministries Mtg.

19
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:20 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship
6 p.m.
Youth Group (FH)

7

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
6 p.m.
Girl Scout Mtg. (UC)
6 p.m.
Mini Pies Making

Fri

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
6 p.m.
Girl Scout Mtg. (UC)

21

22

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
6 p.m.
Court Street Singers (S)
7 p.m.
Court Street Ringers (S)

23
Thanksgiving Day

24

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
27

28
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
6 p.m.
Court Street Singers (S)
7 p.m.
Court Street Ringers (S)29
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29

30
Noon-8 p.m.
Bazaar Setup
5:45 p.m.
TOPS (ER)

9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
Mission Fit (ER)
Noon-8 p.m.
Bazaar Setup

December 1
Bazaar 2018
8:00 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

