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in love with God.
We failed to do that
not only in approving legislation that had parts ruled
as unconstitutional by the Judicial Council but also in
the ways in which we treated each other. Yes, in the
aftermath of events such as these, emotions run high.
My own emotions ran the full gamut of one who is
grieving. One moment sad and mournful. Another
moment angry and resolute. Yet another questioning
if what I’d witnessed and heard had really taken place.
I was almost instantly hopeless for the future of a
denomination I love, a theology I have loved. I
questioned whether or not there was, any longer,
room for me; whether or not I could love it anymore;
whether or not I should stay or go. How can I lead, I
wondered, when I am so very torn? As I read stories in
the press that painted a grim picture and seemed to
speak for all of United Methodism I wanted to cry out,
“Not all of us!”
With grief in full swing I needed comfort food. I hear
from colleagues that many diets have gone by the
wayside this week. And so I dialed up Miss Amy at
New China in Holts Summit to place my takeout order.
As soon as I said I’d like my fried rice St. Louis-style
she chimed in, “Oh, I know who you are honey! You’re
always so good to me.” The truth is, we are good to
each other. I am a generous tipper, usually writing a

note of blessing on the receipt. She is a generous chef
who always gives a little extra. Neither of us has to be
so generous. We choose to be good to each other
trusting that our generosity will be a blessing. I love
the relationship that has grown with her. Now, when
she hands me the order, no matter how busy she may
be, she steps from behind the counter and gives me a
hug. What Miss Amy didn’t realize is just how much I
needed to hear her words, her voice. In that very
moment, when her voice rang true, “Oh, I know who
you are honey!” I was reminded of Jesus’ baptism.
God proclaimed from the clouds, “This is my son, the
Beloved!. With him I am well pleased.” In my baptism
God proclaimed, “This is my daughter.
She is
beloved.” It’s almost as if, in all of our baptisms, God’s
voice rings loud and clear and true, “Oh, I know who
you are honey! You are beloved. You are mine.”

Later that night, as I finished my meal, I cracked open
my fortune cookie. It’s been a long time since these
cookies have held fortunes. More often the slips of
paper are bits of wisdom. That night, the bit of
wisdom that came to me was a reminder: “Your ability
to love will help a child in need.” Neatly tucked into
those 10 words is the Great Commandment: Love God
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. And love
our neighbors as ourselves. The shape that love is to
take is rooted in our baptismal vows. As an infant my
parents made these promises on my behalf. As a
confirmand, I claimed these vows for myself: “I
renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the
evil powers of this world, and repent of my sin. I
accept the freedom and power
continued on page 3

From the Office of Robert D. Farr, Bishop
Dear Friends,
I want to apologize for the hurt on all sides of this special session of General Conference.
As a Bishop of the Church, I am concerned for all of our clergy and laity, regardless of their opinions. We knew the
special session would be difficult. We knew it would be divisive. But, I don’t think anyone realized just how hurtful
it would end up becoming. I truly hope we can begin to find healing in the days ahead.
I cannot begin to understand the hurt felt by our LGBTQIA+ sisters and brothers and those who support them. I
can’t even fully understand the hurt felt by our more traditional brothers and sisters. No one will walk away from
this special session without being wounded in some way. Please hear me when I say, all have sacred worth. Your
value comes from God, not from the General Conference. The gifts of us ALL strengthen the body of Christ and we
need you as part of the Church.
Whether you are elated or devastated by this decision, I encourage you to pause for just a moment and take a
deep breath. No one is yet prepared to say what this means for the Missouri Annual Conference. We are still
processing the work of the General Conference.
I’ve said all along that nothing will happen fast. I’ve also urged all of us to be prepared for disappointments along
the way. As we wait and watch, I will be initiating conversations with the directors, Cabinet, Mission Council and
other church leaders to begin discerning what this means for the Missouri Conference. I also have district town
hall meetings planned for mid and late March (information to be released next week). I encourage you to attend
one in your district.
So, what are we to do? My hope for the Church is that we tear down the walls that prevent you, no matter who
you are or what your opinions might be, from experiencing the grace of God, especially in the life of the United
Methodist Church. I pray we can find a third way of being in community with one another. Since my election to
the episcopacy and my assignment to Missouri, I have said I wanted to figure a way to remain in spiritual
community despite our theological differences. I still believe that is possible, perhaps not in our greater
connection, but here in Missouri. Those of you who know me know that I have a bias toward the local church. I
want our ministerial leaders to serve their mission field and become outwardly focused and spiritually centered
Christ followers. It is so painful to me that our local leaders may be prevented from serving their context most
fully.
Please pray for your pastor. Pray for your lay leader. Pray for the Missouri delegation who worked tirelessly to
prepare for and serve at this General Conference. Know I pray for each one of you – gay, straight, young, old,
single, married, lay, clergy, traditional, progressive, but all called to ministry through the vows made at your
baptisms.
In addition to your prayers and conversation, I would ask your continued patience. In the heat of emotion, it’s
never good to take action. Rather, I ask you to wait. Who knows what God holds for us? I still say what I have been
saying: God has something great in store for the Missouri Annual Conference. God is still doing incredible work in
our local churches and their communities. General Conference is but one part of the Church. Our local churches
are still the locus for the most powerful ministry and I am thrilled to be the bishop of such an active and loving
annual conference.
In Christ,

Bishop Robert Farr
Resident Bishop
The Missouri Area of the United Methodist Church
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God gives me to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they
present themselves. I confess Jesus Christ as my Savior, put my whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him
as my Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races.” In my
baptism I became part of the Body of Christ, a community of believers, who made a vow back to me: “With God’s
help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will surround you with a
community of love and forgiveness, that you may grow in your trust of God, and be found faithful in your service
to others. We will pray for you, that you may be a true disciple who walks in the way that leads to life.”
Miss Amy unleashed something powerful that night. When I awoke in the morning I was still grieving. But there
was something else. I was hopeful and resolute. I know there will be some who feel they need to leave the
denomination and it’s hypocritical catch-phrase “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.” I know great harm has
been done to our LGBTQAI+ sisters and brother, their family and allies, progressives, centrists (leaning
progressive and traditional), and traditional folk. I also know that I will stay. I will stay to bring change. I will stay
so that I might fully live out the baptismal vows I have made. I will stay because of the vows I have made with
other baptized persons. I will stay because I believe the vision of Court Street UMC reflects the best of God’s
kingdom: we are an imperfect people who are learning to love perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope
and wholeness through Jesus Christ. I will stay to whisper with delight in the ear of those who are marginalized
and those who are not, “Oh, I know who you
are honey!” and pray that in the listening they
March 12, 3 p.m. - General Conference 2019 Q-and-A with
hear the voice of God loving them into the
Bishop
Farr.
https://register.gotowebinar.com/
Body of Christ. I pray that you will stay right
register/1516583173090653452
alongside me in this faithful work of being the
March 14, 5:30 p.m. - Town Hall Meeting: Bishop Farr will
church in the world. And until we meet again,
have a meeting at the Missouri Annual Conference Office to
May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit
discuss the outcome of the special session of General
and fill you with hope,
Conference.
Rev. Rebecca

2019
Prayer
Brunch

Center for Women’s Ministries
Prayer Brunch on March 16
The local Center for Women’s Ministries is holding its 8th
Annual Community Prayer Brunch and is inviting the
community. The event is free. They do ask that you RSVP for
food purposes only.
The theme for this year is “BELIEVE, for with God ALL things are
POSSIBLE.” Community clergy are invited to participate and
offer prayer. Rev. Rebecca will be participating. We hope you
will join her and bring others that morning to share in this
special time of prayer and community gathering.

For with God All things are possible.

March 16, 2019
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Callaway Electric Community Room
1313 Cooperative Drive, Fulton, MO

RSVP: 573-642-6198

ALL ARE WELCOME!
March 2019

Sunday, March 10, 2019
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Notes From The Organ Bench
Hello Friends,
I haven’t had a great deal extra to say these past two months so the newsletter ‘Notes from the Organ Bench’ has
not appeared as a regular feature of the newsletter. We have, because of terrible winter weather events, missed
several rehearsals in the last few weeks and two Sundays of worship. It is warm today when I am writing this, and
I am really looking forward to coming to Fulton this afternoon to do my organ practicing and hold both Choir and
Bell Choir rehearsal.
I passed a milestone this week. As of the last Sunday in February I have been sharing music with you for a year,
first as interim music director and then since August 1st as minister of music at Court Street UMC. This year has
brought me a great deal of joy and satisfaction, and I am grateful to the church for the opportunity.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, and we will begin our observance of a holy Lent with a service in our
Sanctuary beginning at 7:30 p.m. Our church musicians will be participating in the service and I hope all of you
will mark your calendars and plan to be with us as we come together in this solemn service. Plans are still in
progress but given Rev. Rebecca’s extraordinary worship planning skills I am confident that it will be a meaningful
service that blesses your heart.
March has a fifth Sunday and we had been designating those as singing Sundays, but because it is in the middle
of the season of Lent and because we are doing the worship series Ashes to Fire we will not designate this fifth
Sunday as a singing day.
I am still hearing regularly from congregation members about how much they appreciated our first Sunday of
Advent musical offering, and we are planning another for Palm Sunday, April 14 during the morning worship
hour. If you would like to participate, please join us on Wednesday nights at 6 p.m. for Choir Rehearsal and 7 p.m.
for Bell Choir Rehearsal. Even if you don’t feel you can make a commitment for the entire year of singing in the
Court Street Singers or ringing monthly with the Court Street Ringers, you can participate in our music ministry for
these short-term special events and would be most welcome. All I ask is please let me know if you are coming as
soon as you possibly can, so I can have plenty of music ready for you.
The Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music Court Street UMC

Church Scholarships Deadline March 29
Deana Ready, Scholarship Chair
We are very fortunate to have three scholarship opportunities available through our church. The scholarship
awards vary in amount and range between $1,000 and $5,000 per academic year. The students receiving these
scholarships must demonstrate continued commitment to the standards expected of our Christian faith. The
scholarship may be received for multiple years if the student applies annually and demonstrates continued need
and adequate academic progress.
Application requirements appeared in the February church newsletter. Completed application information must
be provided to the Court Street United Methodist Church Office by the end of the business day (noon) no later
than March 29, 2019. If all required information is not available the application will not be considered.
If you are a student that is interested in pursuing this scholarship opportunity, please contact the church office at
umccourtstreet@gmail.com.
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The following card of thanks was received from Misty Dothage and
board members of Our House, Caring for Callaway’s Homeless.

Dear Court Street United Methodist Church,
Thank you for your generous Christmas Eve donation! Your support is
essential in helping us provide a positive impact in the lives of the
homeless families and individuals we serve. Thank you for being a
part of the Solution!
Misty Dothage, Executive Director
A special thank you to those who volunteered their time in the church office, Linda Rootes, Jan Finke, and
Mary Ann Echelmeier, while I was away. I sincerely appreciate your assistance in the office and with the
completion of projects left for you. I am grateful for the opportunity to take a sabbatical knowing that I have
such a wonderful group of volunteers to support the church office functions. May God bless you richly for
your sacrifice of time.
Cherie Snyder, Court Street UMC Administrative Assistant

Remembering . . . .
We are pleased to share this letter with the congregation as we remember two of our long-time members, Ruby
and Rupert Payne. It is from their son, Patrick Payne.

To: The Court Street UMC Family,
Just a short note of thanks. My mother, Ruby Payne, enjoyed the home visits of church staff and members. She
had good memories of time spent at Court Street UMC. She was a pie-cutter at the Christmas Bazaar while her
husband, Rupert Payne, was a dishwasher. They helped with many other activities including a short-lived Boy
Scout Troop (Troop #59) and provided food (baked beans, et al) for pot luck suppers and family dinners.
They served on many committees over the years including the nominating committee and the Board of Trustees.
They both greatly enjoyed their Sunday School class and the many friends at the church. They were supporting
members for a new church building and a new education building. Over the years, they had many pastors,
including Rev. Mallinckrodt, Rev. Eaton, Rev. Steinhouse, Rev. White and Rev. Robinson. Members for over
50 years, many friends passed before them or moved away, but all were still well remembered and in their
thoughts.
Patrick O. Payne

Prayer Shawls Guide Candidates in Ministry
In a recent letter of thanks to our church from Rev. Karen Hayden, director of pastoral excellence, and Jenny
Gragg, conference candidacy coordinator, they noted, “Often, we never get to see the actual fruits of our
prayers. We offer them to God in faith. However, a few of us were able to see the first results of the prayers you
offered in making the prayer shawls that you contributed to the 2019 Winter Candidacy Summit.”
On January 26, 2019, prayer shawls were given to 25 candidates in ministry during a very moving service. Now
these candidates continue their journey into ministry with a shawl full of prayers of support.
If you would like to assist in making prayer shawls, please contact the church office. We hope to be able to
provide additional shawls for the July 2019 Candidacy Summit.
March 2019

5

The Food Pantry @ Court Street
February 2019 Report
Linda Rootes, Coordinator
Snow, ice, and cold temperatures caused a few modifications to our usual routine this month. Many thanks to
our dedicated volunteers who were able to make it.
We had 6 volunteers who unloaded and stocked 2-1/2 tons of food on Tuesday. Six volunteers worked on
Thursday to get everything ready and that made the difference on Friday. Way to go!
Our February Food Pantry Day has the following numbers:





Households served: 48, representing 124 members
Ages represented: 20 seniors, 41 youth under 17, and 63 adults ages 18-59
Volunteers: 6 on Tuesday, Feb 12; 6 on Thursday, Feb 14; and 10 on Friday, Feb 15
Total volunteers experiences = 22; of those 11 were Court Street UMC
volunteers

Our skeleton staff of 10 volunteers worked really hard on Friday to serve families with
no waiting so they could get on the way home as soon as possible. Matt Branch did
an excellent job of checking in the families.
The March Food Pantry schedule it as follows. All events are at the church.




Tuesday, March 12, meet the truck from Columbia at 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, March 14, meet the produce truck from Walmart at 1 p.m.
Friday, March 15, volunteer to help share food and bring hope at 1 p.m.

BRING A CAN OF FOOD TO WORSHIP SERVICE - - If each person brings a can each week, we can reach our
goal of 2,019 cans for the year of 2019. Contact is Linda Rootes.

To my Court Street UMC Church Family,
Thank you for the many Valentines and notes. It is always a joy to hear from you.
Wait is the key work in my letter this month. No doubt we are all waiting eagerly for Spring. We wait (sometimes
impatiently) for many things: for holidays, for packages, for mail, for visits from family, for recovery from illness
and accidents, and the list goes on. The Bible has much to say about waiting. One of my favorite verses is, “They
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strengths, they shall mount up with wings of eagles, they shall run and
not be weary.” “Wait,” I say, “upon the Lord.”
God’s timetable is so different from ours and waiting is an expression of faith in God and his promises. “Wait for
the sunshine tomorrow, after the shadows are gone,” words from the song Whispering Hope. “Weeping lasts
through the night but joy comes in the morning.”
Think about how many years the Jews waited for the Messiah and think of the times God’s people waited for
deliverance. As we wait for the arrival of Spring, think of God’s promises that we wait for him with hope.
May God bless you as you wait for Spring with patience and hope.
With love to all,
Mary Beth Wimp
(Breezy)
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YOUTH EVENTS

John Teel
and Owen
Uhls joyfully
help with
communion
on Sunday.

3/3
3/6
3/10
3/15
3/17
3/23
3/24
3/31

Youth Group (Salvation) 6-7 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service 7:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Worship/Service) 6-7 p.m.
Family Movie Night (A Bug’s Life) 6:30 p.m.
Youth Group (The General Rules) 6-7 p.m.
Youth Group (The Global Methodist Church) 6-7 p.m.
Youth Lock-in 7 p.m.
NO MEETING
Youth Group (Baptism & Confirmation) 6-7 p.m.

Court Street UMC in the Community
Service in our community is one way to answer God’s call. The Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society (KCHS)
works to maintain the history of our community, including that of our many churches. Several of Court St. UMC
members assist in that work by being a part of the KCHS volunteer crew or staff. It is a wonderful way to serve
God by volunteering, at KCHS, or any of our many valuable nonprofits.
When KCHS holds its annual President’s Day Trivia Night each February, several of our members form teams and
participate. It is a way for our members to grow together through fellowship and have a FUN time testing their
trivia skills. All teams did very well this year and had a great time, as these photo show!

(above) Left to right, Mary Anne Echelmeier, Carolyn Horstmeier and Jan Finke enjoy the fellowship of the evening. (right)
Left to right, Linda and John Rootes, Karen Cowherd, Diane Burre Ludwig, Jacque Cowherd, Chuck Hughes and Deana Ready
share good times at the event.

Wiley House Winter Update
Mary Ann Echelmeier, Co-chair, Outreach & Witness
Wiley house continues to be stretched thin as the harsh weather continues. Court Street UMC has donated
coffee, peanut butter, bread, cheese and crackers, snacks, and protein bars. They are generally at capacity and
have had to turn some people away.
Any food or paper products you could donate would be
appreciated. Please bring them to the church office marked “For Wiley House.” Thank you.
March 2019
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MARCH 2019 COURT STREET UMC CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
KIWANIS
PANCAKE
DAY
6 a.m.-7 p.m.
3

4
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:15 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship
6 p.m.
Youth Group (FH)

10

11
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:15 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship
6 p.m.
Youth Group (FH)

17

24

12

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)

13
11:30 a.m.
Food Bank Pickup

19

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
6:30 p.m.
Admin. Board Mtg

25
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:15 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship

6

7

8

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
6 p.m.
Court Street Singers (S)
7 p.m.
Court Street Ringers (S)
7:30 p.m.
ASH WEDNESDAY

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
6:30 p.m.
Council on Ministries Mtg

18
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:15 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship
6 p.m.
Youth Group (FH)
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8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
6 p.m.
Court Street Singers (S)
7 p.m.
Court Street Ringers (S)

20

5:45 p.m.
TOPS (ER)

14

21

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
6 p.m.
Court Street Singers (S)
7 p.m.
Court Street Ringers (S)

26

27
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
6 p.m.
Court Street Singers (S)
7 p.m.
Court Street Ringers (S)

15

1 p.m.
Food Pantry (Walmart)
Pickup
5:45 p.m.
TOPS (ER)

28

16

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)
2 p.m.
Food Pantry
6:30 p.m.
Family Movie Night (FH)

22
5:45 p.m.
TOPS (ER)

9

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)

9 a.m.
UMW Mtg. (FH)

23

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit (ER)
9:30 a.m.
Walk With Ease Program
(FH)

29

9 a.m.
Baby Grace
6 p.m.
Youth Group
7 p.m.
All Youth Lock-In

30

5:45 p.m.
TOPS (ER)

31
10 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday
School Class
10:15 a.m.
Singers Warmup
10:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship
6 p.m.
Youth Group (FH)

March 2019

ER---Exercise Room
FH---Fellowship Hall
S-----Sanctuary
UC---Upstairs Classroom
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