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Mission 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of the world. 

Vision 

We are an imperfect people learning to love  

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and  

wholeness through Jesus Christ. 

Staff 

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

Taylor Manor, Administrative Assistant 

Sunday Worship 

10:45 a.m. 
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R2 Note … 

A Different Destination … American writer Henry 

Valentine Miller said, “One’s destination is never a 

place, but a new way of seeing things.”  In hindsight, 

that’s exactly what our recent vacation to New Mexico 

became:  a new way of seeing things.  We’ve found 

that to be one of the benefits of train travel.  We got to 

see bits and pieces of the countryside, townships, and 

cityscapes that often go unseen.  In the cityscapes I 

spied the handiwork of so many skilled graffiti artists.  

Yes, their work is illegal.  Yet each is a statement of 

identity as unique as each artist.  These were in the 

hidden parts of the cities, far from rush hour traffic and 

high commerce.  In one township I spied an old train 

car that had been turned into a home.  Along the 

countryside I found myself humming “for purple 

mountain majesties…” or “O Lord my God!  when I in 

awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy hands 

have made…” 

Riding the train also gave me the chance to relax, listen 

to a couple of books on Audible and play with a photo 

editing app.  I’d downloaded it several months ago but 

hadn’t had the chance to play with it.  As I played with 

the app I began to look at each photo in a new way.  I 

discovered for myself the truth of Miller’s quote:  I 

began to see things in a 

new way.  It was utterly 

refreshing!  And so, until 

we meet again, please 

enjoy some of the ways in 

which I encountered God 

through photography. 

 

May God’s grace and 

peace enfold your spirit, 

Rev. Rebecca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was captivated by the skeleton of this building.  

Long-abandoned, I was captivated by the plants 

growing up inside the stone walls that we glimpsed 

through an old doorway.  It wasn’t until I edited the 

picture as a black and white that I noticed the cross 

to the left of the doorway.  I cannot tell its 

composition or its structural purpose.  Yet I was 

reminded of the many ways God shows up.  

“Surprise!”  And still I wonder about the story of 

that cross.  When I look back at the color original I 

can see what looks to be a cross to the right of the 

doorway as well. 
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Thank you all so much for giving me some time away this past month.  We had planned a road trip and left on 

Sunday July 7th, and got all the way to Colby Kansas where we stopped for the evening.  Unfortunately I began to 

have back spasms and was unable to lay down or sleep, so the next morning we turned around and drove back 

home and I got myself into my doctor the next day.  She said the best thing you can do is just rest, so that is what 

we did for the next two weeks. I know you all were blessed to have the music ministry of Harry Beckett while I was 

away, and I have to tell you Harry was just blown away by the friendliness and welcome of the church to him and 

his wife Jane.  I also knew you were in excellent hands and could feel very comfortable being away because I knew 

you would enjoy his music and ministry. 

The choir and bell choir are on a little summer break until the 21st of August and will resume rehearsal at that 

time. The choir will be singing on the 25th.  This Sunday we are so blessed to have John Monroe bringing our 

special music. John is a retired Special Education Teacher, and has been a fellow singer with me in the Columbia 

Chorale, The Columbia Chamber Ensemble, and the Columbia Gospel Choir.  He has sung with us before bringing 

Special Music last Summer and singing in several of our Musicale Sundays. 

Sunday, August 11, we will be blessed by Josie Nichols, Rich and Marion Lueckonotte's granddaughter singing for 

us.  And plans are in progress for music on the 18th of August but are not ready to be published at this time. If the 

Lord is leading you into offering yourself in service, we would be most happy to have you join us as we bring our 

new season of Choral and Instrumental ministry.  The Choir rehearses every week at 6:00 p.m. and the Bell Choir 

rehearses each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. as announced.  Come join us.        

The Rev, Jim West, Minister of Music 
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R² Note … (continued)  

A train car was refurbished into a home.  

Though it was next door to the train sta-

tion in Lamy the flora and fauna made it 

look isolated.  That’s the look I was try-

ing to capture in my editing.  Still, some-

one loved that old car into life.  How 

many times does God take what seems to 

be the refuse of our lives and make a 

home there, where grace abounds and 

light shines into the surrounding dark-

ness beckoning others with uncondition-

al welcome in the midst of the seemingly 

inhospitable landscape? 

 

 

 

I fell in love with the vibrancy of the green grass, the tones of 

the barren landscape leading into the mountains, the grays 

and whites of the clouds, and deep blue sky peeking through.  

Why is it that under the very same sky fertile and barren soil 

can coexist?  Why do some bear fruit and others none?  I 

couldn’t help but be mindful of Ecclesiastes 3, “For everything 

there is a season…”  What season do you find yourself in now?  

Remember that it will not last forever. 
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Our Taco 

Tuesday 

Team! 

VBS  

voyagers 

making an 

alien from 

toilet paper 

and          

aluminum 

foil! 

 Voyagers  

working in the  

Imagination 

Station. 

 

 
 

 

Thank you to 

all who helped 

make VBS a 

great success!  
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Service in our community is one way to answer God’s 

call.  The Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society 

(KCHS) works to maintain the history of our 

community, including that of our many churches.  

KCHS utilized our Fellowship Hall on Sunday, July 28, 

for Fashion and FUN! Weddings! and brought more 

than 113 people into our church.  It was a most 

enjoyable afternoon of historical wedding gowns, 

lovely ‘brides,’ charming cake toppers, great 

fellowship and tasty treats.  Several of our church 

members assisted with the event and some even had 

wedding gowns in the show. 

In a letter of thanks to our church, Barbara 

Huddleston, KCHS Director, noted, “We are most 

grateful to Court Street UMC for use of the Fellowship 

Hall and for your generous hospitality.  It was so nice 

to have Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak and Rev. Jim West 

help welcome our guests.  Court St UMC is a perfect 

venue for this event.  Thank you for sharing it and for 

being our community partner.” 

Lots of Brides at  

Court Street UMC 

 

 

Mona Schmid Bartley, left, 
stands by model Reece 
Pahl who is wearing the 
1906 wedding dress of 
Minnie Vandeloecht 
Schmid, Mona’s  grand-
mother.   Minnie Schmid is 
also a   relative of Deana 
Schmid Ready.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A main fea-
ture of the 
Fashions and FUN! Weddings! show was the vast 
collection of cake toppers owned by Barbara 
Binger, long-time church member, which she hap-
pily shared.  Barbara was also an Honorary Chair 
for the event. 

Vacation Bible School 2019  
To Mars and Beyond! 

 
Cindy Beckmeyer & Julie Uhls, Coordinators 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Kids geared up for their ‘space flight’ To Mars and Be-

yond as the 2019 Fulton Ecumenical Vacation Bible 

School (VBS) kicked off on Sunday evening, July 28, and 

ran through Thursday,  August 1.   Children, clergy and 

volunteers from Court Street United Methodist Church, 

First Christian Church, First         Presbyterian Church and 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church joined  together in this exciting 

journey of faith exploration.            Inspiration came from 

Ephesians 3:20, Glory to God who is able to do far beyond 

all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work with-

in us! 

 

VBS featured energizing and interactive Bible-based activ-

ities for the children who loved the exciting opening night 

session and games.  The children, called voyagers, had 

different      activities each night.  They featured the Imag-

ination Station, Games, Snack and Story Time, all focused 

on the theme.    

 

Each evening at 5:30, a meal was served at First Presbyter-

ian Church by a host congregation.  The Tuesday Taco 

Night is our Court St. UMC traditional meal and more 

than a dozen        volunteers came to help.  It is always 

great FUN!  Thanks to Matt Branch, Jacque and Karen 

Cowherd, Sandy Davis, Mary Ann Echelmeier, Hayden 

Echelmeier, Les and Deanna Hudson, Diane Ludwig, Linda 

Mealy, Carolyn Rankin, and John and   Linda Rootes for 

helping serve more than 77 children and   volunteers. (See 

photos of our ‘Taco Team’ in action) 

 

Once again, Cindy Beckmeyer and Julie Uhls and their 

team did a SUPER job of leading the children on a spiritu-

al journey as they went To Mars and Beyond to see God’s 

powers at work in each of us.  Thanks for another success-

ful Vacation Bible School.  

 

 

Letter from Breezy to the Christians at Court Street UMC 
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WARM greetings to Court St. UMC. August is probably not a favorite month. It offers lots of heat and humidity, no 

holidays, few special events, and not much to recommend it. So, why don’t we make August our “Random Acts of 

Kindness” month? 

 

Do one act each day or a total of just one or so all month, but do observe it. The possibilities are endless. Many 

would require only a bit of time. For example: Give someone a sincere compliment or say thank you or write a 

thank you note to those people who give so much of their time and effort to help the church. Thank your pastor, 

(not an easy job and often with little positive feedback). Thank your music director for his expertise and dedication 

to his job. 

 

Give a hug to someone you know is hurting. Share produce such as a juicy red tomato with someone who has no 

garden. Now some ideas that may require a bit of money. Put some change in an expired parking meter. Give an 

extra tip to your waitress who may depend on tips just to survive. Pay for someone’s gas when you fill up at the 

pumps. Pay someone's food bill at Walmart’s checkout. 

 

These are just a few ideas, you will have many ideas of your own. So, “happy dog days of summer”. 

 

Love, peace, and joy to all. 

Mary Beth Wimp 

AKA Breezy 

From the Mail Box 

Thank you so much for your recent donation to iCan 

Bike Camp! Our camp this year was such a success! I 

think our riders had just as much fun as our 

volunteers! Last summer we purchased 7 bikes for 

new riders and this summer we purchased 18!  

Your donation made such a difference. I still can’t 

find words to explain how much I love everything 

about iCan Bike Camp. The impressions made on my 

heart are just so sweet and the joy is infectious. 

Thank you for all you do to help make iCan Bike 

Camp such a great experience for our community. 

Mark your calendar, I think we will just have to do it 

all again next summer!   

Much Love,  

Nancy Hanson 

 

Thank you to my Church family for 

your prayers, visits, phone calls, cards, 

car rides, and anything else you have done since my 

fall. Thanks to my family for taking me to doctors 

appointments, doing my laundry, and always being 

there for me. 

Love & Prayers, 

Betty Fennel 

Thank you all for your prayers, cards, flowers, and 

visits! The prayers are working and I’m getting better 

each day!                                                                             

Sincerely,                                                                          

Jan Finke  

Food Pantry  

@ Court Street 

Linda Rootes, Coordinator  

July 2019 Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served: 72, representing 202 members 

Ages Represented: 15 children (0-4), 51 children (5-17)  

104 adults (18-59), and 32 seniors (60-150) 

Items Donated by Congregation: 70 (65 last month) 

Food From: Food Bank 3,668 lbs, Walmart 550 lbs 

Items donated by Prairie Chapel UMC: 12, plus fresh 

zucchinis from Ed and Helen Weber! 

Work Crews: Tuesday: 10, Thursday: 5, Friday: 19 

 

Special thanks to Matt Branch and Rev. Rebecca for 

computer registration.  

 

BRING A CAN OF FOOD TO WORSHIP SERVICE  - - Our 

GOAL is for 2,019 cans in 2019.  If each person brings a 

can each week, we can reach that number. 

 

Don’t forget fresh produce is always welcomed by our 

families, so please consider sharing a few extra vegetables 

from your garden. 
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Our House Update 

Baby Grace 

Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach 

& Witness Co-Chair 

Due to recent extreme heat, 

Wiley House has been over   

capacity.  On Friday, July 26, 

Court Street UMC had 2        

volunteers who provided fried 

chicken, potato salad and rolls 

to 20 guests.  

Thank you to Carolyn         

Horstmeier for her help.  

Baby Grace had an open house on July 19th. 

Everything went smoothly and we appreciate all of 

the help we have received.  The new Baby Grace 

schedule is every 3rd Friday of the month from 4:30 

p.m.—6:30 p.m. Our next open house is  August 16th. 

Donations and volunteers are always welcome! 

Bobby Mealy, Trustee 

Special thank you to everyone who donated money 

for kitchen lighting.  Thank you to Alan Utterback for 

helping to change lightbulbs in the Sanctuary.  

The Court Street United    

Methodist Women will meet 

Saturday, August 17
th

 in the 

Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m.  

UMW focus is on women, 

youth and children.  We will 

discuss the UMW Reading   

Program and the stories told 

about women helping other 

women. 

 

 

UMW 

JOY Group 

Linda Mealy, Lay Leader 

The results of our planning meeting for 55+ is as follows:          

Name changed to JOY (Just Older Youth).     

First time to meet together will be  Tuesday,  August 27, 2019 at 6:00 

p.m. Location will be in the Court Street UMC Fellowship Hall. We will 

have light snacks with easy clean up. Entertainment for evening will be: 

Trivia. This is a group open to both men and women, share the fun and 

fellowship, invite friends. 

UMC Spotlight 
Does someone you know deserve to 

be recognized? Or, would you like to 

get to know someone better? 

Nominate someone for a spotlight! 

Once chosen, they will answer 

questions about themselves. This 

person will be featured on social 

media and our newsletter! A new 

spotlight will be chosen every 2 

weeks! Nomination Forms may be 

found in the Narthex as well as the 

box where you can turn them in.  

Our church rummage sale July 

12
th

 and 13th was very 

successful.  We made $540.00 

which will be used for the 

mission work of the church.  

Items not sold where given to 

Trends, Callaway County Public 

Library and McIntire’s Florist. 

Thank you to everyone that 

came to help,  made a purchase 

and donated items to sell.  
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Bazaar 2019  

Planning Time 

67
th

 Annual Christmas Bazaar 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
8:00 am to 3:30 pm 

 

I know it’s only August but Christmas 

IS on our agenda!  It’s Bazaar 

planning time  - - and this is our 67
th

 

one!!   With the official year-long 

Callaway 200 events kicking off in mid

-November to celebrate the 200
th

 

anniversary of Callaway County, we 

are going with a theme of “A Callaway 

Christmas” for our Bazaar to honor 

our local history.  We’ll again have our 

all favorite booths, the great chili and 

vegetable soup and pies, Christmas 

decorations galore, cookies by the 

pound, a silent auction, sponsorships 

and more!   

 

To get all this accomplished, we are 

having a Bazaar Planning Meeting 

on Thursday, August 15th at 6:30 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Watch 

for work nights for various projects to 

be posted so you can join in the fun! 

 

This wonderful event is a time to pool 

our time, talents and treasures to help 

keep our church strong.   Funds raised 

this year will go to help the General 

Fund.  THANKS, as always for your 

strong support of the great tradition 

in our church. 

                                                                 

Diane Burre Ludwig, 2019 Bazaar 

Chair 

                                                                       

573-642-4664  or 

dbludwig22@aol.com 

Reconciling Ministries Network  

Update 

We continue to collect surveys.  If you have 

not had the opportunity to complete a sur-

vey please reach out to us through the 

church office.  We would be happy to send 

one to you via e-mail or the USPS.  Through-

out   August we will be compiling the data 

and determining next steps.  We appreciate 

your patience.  Please continue to hold us and this process in 

your prayers so that we might discern the ways in which God is 

both calling and leading us to be an inclusive congregation. 

~ Deana Ready and Charlie Riley, co-coordinators, Linda Mealy, 

Lay Leader and Rev. Rebecca 

Save the Date  

and Spread the News 

Our new ecumenical youth group, The Rock, will kick off on 
Sunday, September 8.  We’re still playing with a logo.  Jason 
Buckwalter, pastor of Heartland Nazarene Church, created these 
logos.  Give us your feedback.  Which do you prefer?  More 
details will emerge this month.  So stay tuned.  In the meantime, 
mark your calendars and tell all your friends.  All youth, ages        
middle-high school are 
welcome! 

Giving Statements Available  

Giving statements for the first half of the year are now available 

for pickup in the church lobby.  You may get yours on Sunday 

mornings or during regular office hours which are Monday 

through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to noon.  Reports not picked up by    

August 18 will be mailed.  

These reports show donations recorded through Sunday, July 21, 

2019.  Thank you all for your generous tithes and offerings which 

have enabled your church to carry out its ministry at home and 

throughout the connection.  

If you do not receive a report, or if you have any questions about 

your report, please contact Linda Rootes.  

mailto:dbludwig22@aol.com

