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etting the Table… In my role as a United
Methodist pastor, one of the most frequent
comments I have heard is the reason folks choose
this denomination as their home. It boils down to this:
the open table. They deeply appreciate that all are
welcome to the communion table even when they are
not members of the local church or even United
Methodist. If we are young or old or somewhere in
between. If we attend church weekly or weakly, only on
the high holy days of Christmas Eve and Easter, or just
once in a lifetime. If we are Republicans or Democrats
or Libertarians or Green Party or no party at all. If we
have been baptized or not, as United Methodists we
recognize that the invitation to the Communion Table
comes, not from any human being but from God.
Everyone is welcome to the Table. As Paul writes to the
Romans, If God is for us, who is against us? He who did
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us,
will he not with him also give us everything else? Who
will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
… No, is all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
~ Romans 8:31-35, 37-39, NRSV

All are welcome because at the table we find
reconciliation between siblings in Christ, redemption
from God, and grace upon grace to renew us for a life
of faith. Jesus himself was known to gather around a
table with all sorts of folks from sinners to tax
collectors. He even created perhaps the world’s biggest
table when, in an open field, he fed 5,000 of his closest
friends (thought at the time they only counted men, so
women and children wouldn’t have been included in
that original figure). Yes, every time we feast, we are
called to do so in remembrance of Jesus. Every feast is
one of love and grace.

The concept of holy conferencing, or Christian conferencing, is no different. John Wesley believed that
the conversation matters and that our table talk, in
spite of and because of our differences, is a means
of knowing the other and both practicing and experiencing God’s grace. Too many times in our secular
conversations we tend to place people in silos of
difference emphasizing the vast gulfs between us.
Yet if we were to dig a little deeper in our conversations, we might recognize in each other our common
struggles and joys. We might be inspired by and
celebrate each other’s triumphs. We might just learn
and grow. Through holy conferencing we can teach
the world a new way of talking through our differences. Henry H. “Hal” Knight III and Don E. Salliers,
in their book The Conversation Matters: Why United
Methodists Should Talk with One Another, was born
out of the need to our denomination to get back to
our Wesleyan conversational roots in the midst of
the divisive debates of controversial topics. Holy
conferencing seeks civility. They write, “Civility is
about respecting and listening to one another. But
at its heart it is about love. Howe we treat one another in the midst of controversy is not a sign of how
strongly we are committed to our position, but how
deeply we are committed to Jesus Christ. For it is ‘By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another’ (John 13:35).” (p73).

R2 Note (Cont.)
This month we will embark upon a new adventure in
the life of CSUMC to gather around The Open Table
to discuss a topic of controversy in our
denomination: human sexuality. We recognize that
this isn’t so much a “topic” and it is about coming
to a greater understanding about people, flesh and
blood human beings who are created in the image
of God, and who may love differently and
understand who they are differently. The root of
the
so-called controversy is about our difference.
We will feast and learn and question and discuss.
Basically, we’ll engage in holy conferencing. And
we pray it will be a time of reconciliation,
redemption, and grace. And so, as I set the table
for our conversations, I share with you Ten
Guidelines for Civility in The United Methodist
Church:
1.

Respect the personhood of others, while
engaging their ideas.

2.

Carefully represent the views of those with
whom we are in disagreement.

3.

Be careful in defining terms, avoiding needless
use of inflammatory words.

4.

Be careful in the use of generalizations; where
appropriate offer specific evidence.

5.

See to understand the experience out of which
others have arrived at their views. Hear the
stories of others, as we share our own.

Notes From the Organ Bench
5.

Exercise care that expressions of personal offense at
the differing opinions of others not be used as a
means of inhibiting dialogue.

6.

Be a patient listener before formulating responses.

7.

Be open to change in your own position and
patient with the process of change in the thinking
and behavior of others.

8.

Make use of facilitators and mediators where
communication can be served by it.

9.

Always remember that people are defined,
ultimately, by their relationship with God—not by
the flaws we discover or think we discover in their
views and actions.

Until we meet and feast and learn and converse again
around The Open Table,
May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

Little F5 Tumbles on the Table - - Will it Return?
Your Court Street Singers and Court Street Ringers have had some good times
these past weeks returning from the summer break. It is good to hear the choir
sing and the bells ring.
I have to share a humorous story, The church has four complete octaves of
Schulmerich English Tuned Hand bells, which are a very fine set of well-made
bells. Ever since I have been directing the Ringers , though, we have struggled a
little bit with the F5 bell which if it were on a piano would be the F above
middle C. Since we only ring 12 -15 bells at a time the F5 bell is right in the
middle of where we are playing and is a very important bell. It also gets a lot of
play, and we have struggled a bit over this period of time to keep it tightened and playing correctly.
After last week's rehearsal (early September) when we had even more difficulty with the bell than normal, I
contacted the Schulmerich company headquarters in Pennsylvania to inquire about having the bell repaired. I
also contacted the pastor at First Christian Church to see if it might be possible for us to borrow that particular
bell from them for our bell number on September 22nd. The Christian Church pastor graciously agreed to allow
us to borrow their bell. Their bell choir will be playing this Sunday and it will be needed until then. Linda Mealy
who plays that bell will go pick it up before next weeks rehearsal and then return it to the office after we have
used it.
Tonight, we were playing and if I do say so myself they were sounding mighty fine, when there arose such a
clatter, and I lifted my eyes to see what was the matter to paraphrase the well-known Christmas poem. We were
at about the last four notes of the end of our piece and the bell gave up the ghost. The handle came off, the
clapper fell out, the tang came loose, the bell part itself landed on the padded table and bits and pieces of its
innards were scattered all over.
The bell had died. Dramatically. And Linda was looking particularly horrified. I said "Well it died doing what it
loved to do and what it was created to do. I kind of hope I can do as well when my time comes." So we
gathered it all up, and will ship it off tomorrow to its maker to be repaired or rebuilt.

And THAT was the end of bell rehearsal for the evening.
In grace and peace
Jim West, Minister of Music

Letter from Breezy to the Christians at Court Street UMC
Greetings! This month I would like to share a quote I read recently which I
found insightful. It reads as follows: “When someone is broken don’t try to fix
them. You can’t. When someone is hurting don’t attempt to take away the
pain. You can’t. Instead love them by walking beside them in their hurt
because sometimes what people need is simply to know they are not alone.”
We want to be “fixers” but most often we cannot, but we can be with them.
Often listening is far more helpful than talking. Being with someone, giving a
hug, and listening are the most effective ways of helping. Avoid saying, “I
know just how you feel,” because you don’t and can’t. Instead ask: “How can I
help?” Many times we avoid the hurting person because we don’t know what
to say. Probably the best thing is simply to be present with them, hug them
and say nothing!
I know you are loving, caring people. My wish is you will use this information to be even more effective.
Peace and love to you,
Mary Beth Wimp
AKA Breezy
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2019 Christmas Bazaar Leaders
Booth

Booth Description

Booth Coordinators

Pantry Booth

Candies, pies, jellies, home-canned
goods, cakes, mini-pies and more!

Deana Ready
Jan Finke
Mary Ann Echelmeier

573-642-8475
573-642-1025
573-220-3178

Cookies Buy the
Pound

Millions of yummy cookies! Pick a
few or a bagful and ENJOY!

Linda Williams
Casey Echelmeier

573-642-8253
573-220-3071

Christmas Booth

Holiday decorations, wreaths,
centerpieces, ornaments, and all
things Christmas!

Linda Mealy
Barbara Rueter
Mallory Rueter

573-642-1054
573-642-7080
573-220-6748

Callaway 200 Booth

Celebrating 200th anniversary of
Callaway County with 200 cupcakes,
sequentially numbered, and
“poppers’ with Callaway history
tidbits, and treats.

Linda Rootes

573-489-3157

What Am I Bid?
Silent Auction

Unique and timely items ready for a
new home. Brand new, gently used,
or beautifully restored treasures.
Also gift baskets of goodies ready
for the giving.

Knives Plus Booth

Big knives, paring knives, and all
sizes in between - - sharp and shiny!
Treat yourself to one!

Gifts Galore Booth

Aprons, embroidered tea towels,
kitchen and bath items, afghans,
jewelry, stocking stuffers and special
treats!

Woodworking Booth

Sharon Gibson
Nancy Lewis
Linda Miley

573-826-5355
573-642-3171
573-642-8498

Flora Delle Clayton

Mona Bartley
Kratzer Family

573-642-2341
573-642-3934
573-301-1852

Cindy Beckmeyer

573-642-0094

Beautiful wooden gift items, racks,
birdhouses, and 1-of-a-kind items.

Chuck Hughes
John Rootes

573-220-2892
573-289-0326

Greeters

Welcome everyone; give them Tally
card; assist as needed

Rev. Rebecca and
helpers

573-416-4023

Kitchen

Prepare and serve breakfast and
lunch. Make chili and vegetable
soup and sandwich fillings

Bobby Mealy
Linda Mealy

573-642-1054
573-220-8835

Pies and Desserts

Pies and cakes for luncheon meal

Deanna Hudson

573-642-6219

Sponsorships

Each booth is sponsored for $100
each in memory of or in honor of
someone

Diane Ludwig

573-642-4664

PR / Marketing

Promote to area newspapers, the
Chamber of Commerce, website,
Facebook, do ads, decorate bank
window etc.

Diane Ludwig
Nancy Lewis
Taylor Manor

573-642-4664
573-642-3171
573-642-5721
(Church Office)

Take money and credit cards for
meals and merchandise

Les Hudson
Jan Kern

573-642-6219
573-6442-9211

Bazaar Treasurer

Handle the money; pay bills

Linda Rootes

573-489-3157

Tally Room

Collect, count and record all sales
from the Tally cards on Excel
spreadsheet

OPEN-need person
with Excel knowledge

Cleanup

Clean up and put things away

ALL

Spiritual Leader

Keep us all focused on the reason
for the season

Rev. Rebecca

Cashiers
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The Open Table Begins

Contact Information

As many of you know, the General Conference 2019,
held in St. Louis in February of this year, made the
decision to continue the Traditional Plan (TP). The
TP continues the ban on the ordination of selfavowed practicing homosexuals as well as clergy
from performing same-sex weddings. In addition, it
increases the punitive measures of those clergy
performing said weddings. Shortly after the Special
General Conference, we went off-roading in worship
so that we might process the outcome. Both our
Council on Ministries and Administrative Board
reached a consensus that we begin exploring what
it would mean for CSUMC to be a Reconciling Congregation. This would not alter our affiliation with
the United Methodist Church. Becoming a Reconciling Congregation means we would openly welcome
people of all sexual orientations and gender
identities.
We would truly be an inclusive
congregation. A core team has been created to
work toward becoming a Reconciling Congregation.
Deana Ready and Charlie Riley agreed to chair this
team. Other team members include: Chuck Hughes,
Linda Mealy, Nancy Riley, Charlie and Jo James, and
Rev. Rebecca.
In order to accomplish the goal of being an
inclusive congregation, we invited you to complete
a survey to help us determine the pace of our
progress. Those results indicate we should move at
a moderate pace.

The team has formed a plan to allow all of our members to learn about human sexuality, and to create a
safe space for all to voice their understanding and
feelings on this issue. We’re calling it The Open Table.
Our hope is that all opinions will be heard and considered in a calm and respectful manner just as we were
able to do during our Holding Up Your Corner series
that confronted racial justice during Lent 2017. The
team has planned a series of gatherings from 5-6:15
p.m. on Wednesday evenings throughout October (2,
9, 16,23, and 30). We will begin with a light supper
provided by the team. A speaker who is familiar with
the issue of being an open and inclusive congregation will discuss this matter in light of faith and the
Bible. Each night will include a time of questions and
answers. We are still finalizing our speakers and specific topics. We will provide more information on the
speakers and topics closer to each week’s gathering.
We hope all of our family will attend so that the course
which our church takes will truly reflect the views of
our congregation.
The team’s goal is to have an idea of where we stand
on October 30th. If more time is needed we will plan
more opportunities for learning. Following The Open
Table, the team will begin to craft a welcome
statement. The team hopes to bring the congregation
together for a vote before Thanksgiving. The vote
would be taken by paper ballot.
So that the team will know how much food to prepare
for the supper, those who wish to attend can fill out
the cards inserted in the weekly bulletin. You may
complete the card and place it in the collection plate.
You may also call or e-mail Taylor at the church (6425721) at umccourtstreet@gmail.com.
~ Reconciling Church Ministry Team

Court Street UMC,

From The Mailbox

A note of grateful appreciation for the
birdhouse dedication in memory of Cork. It was a touching service and a
lovely reflection of him to us. Thanks to Rev. Rebecca, the Fellowship
class and all who participated and attended giving us support and
comfort. May God’s blessings and peace be with each of you.

Court Street UMC,
Thanks to everyone for the cards
and prayers after my surgery.
Bobby Mealy

Thank you,
573-416-4023
Court Street UMC

Bonnie Maddox & Beth Martin
October 2019
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Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC
Linda Rootes, Coordinator

September Statistics
at a Glance
Households Served: 58
representing 169 members
Ages Represented:
15 children (0-4), 47 children (5-17), 82 adults (18-59),
and 25 seniors (60-150)
Items Donated by Congregation: 35 (37 last month)
Food From: Food Bank: 1,694 lbs, Walmart 300 lbs
Work Crews: Tuesday: 8, Thursday: 10, Friday: 14
Thanks for the generosity of Fulton Soup Kitchen:
400 lbs
Garden Produce from Ed and Helen Weber of Prairie
Chapel UMC.

UMW

2019 Annual Christmas Bazaar

Baby Grace

“A Callaway Christmas”
Saturday, December 7, 2019

Linda Mealy, Coordinator

8:00 am to 3:30 pm

Baby Grace had an
Open House on
September 20th.
We had 18 families
in attendance.
These families
picked up 1,390
diapers in total!

Our annual Christmas Bazaar has been around for 67 years! Callaway County has been around for almost 200
years! Officially Callaway became a county in November of 1820, so the county has been working and planning a
year-long celebration for some time. It kicks off with a big gala event on November 15 th and will end next
November. All local communities, organizations, churches and groups are encouraged to join the celebration.
So our Bazaar team decided to join in - - - and this is the year to do it. We chose the theme, A Callaway Christmas, and will be adding a Callaway 200 Booth to our Bazaar. The booth will feature 200 homemade cupcakes,
sequentially numbered from 1820-2020, on a large display board of Callaway County! Buy one year or a whole
decade of cupcakes! We will also offer 200 ‘poppers’ as stocking stuffers or fun gifts. When broken open, each
‘popper’ will have a tidbit of Callaway history along with candy or treats. We are going to need 200 toilet paper
rolls (or paper towel rolls) to make these poppers, so please start saving them up!

Baby Grace’s next Open
House is Friday, October
18th from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Our House Update
Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach & Witness Co-Chair
We provided a meal of fried chicken, potato salad,
rolls, and dessert to 17 guests at Wiley House on
September 27th. Thank you to Carolyn Horstmeier
for her help!

The Court Street United Methodist Women will meet
Saturday, October 26th at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. UMW focus is on women, youth, and children.
We will discuss the UMW Reading Program and the
stories told about women helping other women.

It takes lots of folks to pull off this annual event. Many thanks to the committee chairs listed that have stepped
forward again to head up various segments of the Bazaar. They will need help, so give them a call or click!
Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex for cookies, pies and volunteers.
During October and November, we’ll be crafting ornaments and holiday items with Barb and Mallory Rueter and
Linda Mealy. We always LOVE their creativity! (See October schedule on page 8) I hope you’ve saved some of
your famous jellies, jams, relishes and pickles for the Pantry Booth. Deana, Jan and Mary Ann are planning some
baking and candy making nights so watch for details.
“What Am I Bid,” silent auction is looking for unique new or gently used items that have a minimum value of $25$250. Visit with Nancy Lewis or Sharon Gibson and let them know what you might have. And for those with
sewing or handiwork skills, we need your items in the popular Gifts Galore Booth. The pecans will be sold by the
United Methodist Women this year, in the pantry booth so you can get your holiday supply.
We’ll again need cookies by the million, so sign up to bake 5-6 dozen each of your favorites - - this booth always
sells out!! Have some wreaths that need a lift? Get them to Mallory, Barb or Linda for a holiday make-over!
Dozens of regular 8” and 9” fruit pies will be needed for the kitchen to go with our famous chili and soup so help
Deanna Hudson out and sign up now. The Pantry Booth always sells our popular 6” mini pies, and they
go quickly!
Chuck Hughes and John Rootes will again head up the Woodworking Booth featuring birdhouses and wooden
gift items. RADA knives make GREAT gifts to yourself, or others. Flora Delle Clayton, Mona Bartley and the
Kratzer Family are heading up that booth. (Special NOTE: Flora Delle will be 101 ON the day of the Bazaar, December 7!!) As always, the popular sponsorships for booths and areas of the Bazaar are also available - - see list.

JOY Group
Taylor’s Health Tidbit
Try cutting out one soda out of your diet per week. Did
you know that 1 can of soda has 10
teaspoons of sugar in it? The
average American adult drinks
around 500 cans of soda each year.
That means that the average adult
is drinking 52lbs of sugar per year
from just drinking soda! Imagine
how much better you would feel if
you were able to cut soda out of
your diet completely!
4

Linda Mealy, Lay Leader

I love this event! It is a perfect time to pool our time, talents and treasures to help keep our church strong.
Funds raised this year will go to help the General Fund. Please join the team and make Bazaar 2019 and our
celebration of Callaway 200 a most memorable event!

The JOY Group meets every 4th Tuesday of the
month. The next meeting is Tuesday, October
22nd at 6 p.m. we will be playing cards and
dominoes in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring your
favorite light snack and invite your friends and
family!

Court Street UMC

Diane Burre Ludwig,
2019 Bazaar Chair
573-642-4664 or
dbludwig22@aol.com

October 2019

9

Remembering “Cork” Maddox

Spotlight
Parker Echelmeier

Special people deserve special recognition. On September 8,
2019,
following the morning worship service, Rev. Rebecca
led a dedication ceremony of a charming birdhouse and
plaque in memory of "Cork" Maddox, long-time member of
the church and the Fellowship Sunday School class. The
Fellowship Sunday School class thought this would be a great
way to remember and honor Corky because of his love and
abilities in woodworking.

1. When is your birthday? August 11.
2. How many years have you been going to this
church? 10 years.
3. What is your favorite sport or sports team? I like to
dance & St. Louis Cardinals, Mizzou, and the New
Orleans Saints.
4. Favorite TV show or Movie?
Prairie (at Grandma's house).

The birdhouse was donated and the Fellowship Sunday School
Class provided a memorial plaque which reads: In Memory of
Elton “Cork” Maddox | December 1, 1932 – March 19, 2018 |
The Fellowship Sunday School Class

The birdhouse, located in the Memorial Garden area near the
back walkway, was installed in May of this year. Since a bird’s
nest is now visible inside, we know it was occupied quickly after being put up. Corky would have loved that!
Fellowship Sunday School class members (left to right): Paul McCormack, Betty Fennel, Bonnie Maddox, Dot
Backer, Sandy Davis, and Dorothy Boyce. Unable to be present for photo, Mark Fischer. Also present at the
dedication was Beth Martin, Corky and Bonnie’s daughter.

CROP Walk
Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach and Witness Team
The annual Crop Walk will be held on Sunday, October 13, starting at 1p.m. Walkers will meet at Champ
Auditorium on the Westminster campus. Twenty-five percent of money raised will stay in Callaway County to help
with food insecurity. The walk also supports areas around the world with food and clean water.

5. What’s your favorite holiday & why? I like
Thanksgiving because it makes me think about what I'm
thankful for & Christmas because it's Jesus's birthday.

other. We are a church family.

UMC Spotlight
Does someone you know deserve to be recognized? Or, would you like to get to know someone better?
Nominate someone for a Spotlight! Once chosen, they will answer questions about themselves. This
person will be featured on social media and in our newsletter! A new spotlight will be chosen every 2
weeks! Nomination Forms may be found in the Narthex as well as the box where you can turn them in.

Spotlight
Taylor Manor
1.
2.
3.

Barb Rueter, Mallory Rueter and Linda Mealy

4.
Taylor on her
wedding day,
September 3, 2016.

5.

Join the fun! See you in October!
Booth Sponsorships $100 Each
(2 sponsors per booth allowed)

The Christmas Booth
Cookies Buy the Pound Booth
What Am I Bid? Silent Auction
Knives Plus Booth
Woodworking Booth
Gifts Galore Booth
Pantry Booth
Callaway 200 Booth
8

Bazaar Sponsorships
Sponsorship Forms are on
the tables in the church
entrance or call/email Diane

Special Sponsorships $100 Each
(2 sponsors per area allowed)

Breakfast Meal
Pies and Desserts Table
Lunch Meal
Greeters Sponsor
Kitchen Sponsor
Tally Room Sponsor
Cashiers Sponsor
Cleanup Sponsor
Court Street UMC

LEFT: Casey, Carolyn
Horstmeier, Reagan, Mary
Ann, Tim, Hayden, and
Parker Echelmeier (in
front).

community? Everyone knows and cares about each

Bazaar Worknights Set for October

Everything you need to make an ornament will be available.

TOP: Parker on vacation.

6. What do you love most about this church

Please consider sponsoring our walkers, or make a donation to the Crop Walk. We will also need donations of
cookies and one gallon of chili which will be available to all walkers at the end of the walk at the First Presbyterian
Church. If you are able to donate cookies or chili please call Mary Ann Echelmeier at 573-220-3178.

Did someone say Christmas? It’s never too early to prepare for the Christmas Bazaar. With that in
mind, you are invited to join us to make Christmas ornaments! During October the craft room
will be open from 6:30-9 p.m. every Thursday evening. The dates are October 3, 10, 17, and 24. We
will skip Halloween… too spooky!

Little House on the

6.

When is your birthday? May 16
How many years have you been going to this church? I started working
at this church in June 2019.
What is your favorite sport or sports team? The Kansas City Chiefs! My
family and I really enjoy their team and we love going to their home
games; the atmosphere is unlike any other!
What’s your favorite holiday & why? Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. I love the fellowship and all of the different wonderful foods I try. For
my family, it is a wonderful time to catch up, play fun card or board
games, and most of all be thankful for all that God has given us.
What do you do in your spare time or do for a hobby? I don’t have too
much spare time as I am a mother of a special needs two-year-old daughter and an almost one-year-old son. If I do get a moment to myself, I like
to work out and do crafts.
What do you love most about this church community? In the short
amount of time I have been here, I can see that so many of you care. You
can tell serving others brings joy to this church community. You all are so
welcoming to everyone, and that makes working here so wonderful!

Taylor’s husband, Freddie Manor III, who is holding their
daughter, Briella, and Taylor who is holding their son
Freddie IV. Briella is 2 and Freddie IV is almost 1.

October 2019
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Cluster Church Conference Set

All Saints Day

This year’s Cluster Church Conference, from 2-4 p.m.
on Sunday, October 27 will focus on New Places for
New People. We recognize the desire to invite new
people to worship or a small group ministry, but we
don’t know what to say or how to talk with a new
person. We know that inviting new people is an
important part of making new disciples. At this
year’s Cluster Church Conference we’ll spend 90minutes engaged in learning and practical exercises
designed to help us learn more about inviting new
people. Through video teaching sessions we’ll hear
from Bishop Bob Farr, Rev. Roger Ross who is the
Director of Congregational Excellence, and the Rev. Time Shulte, a Licensed Local Pastor who has become a
master at connecting new people and others. Together we’ll learn new skills and leave with a practical plan for
our church family. Everyone is invited to attend. Wesley United Methodist Church located at 2727 Wesley St. in
Jefferson City, MO 65109 will once again host our regional gathering. We will also take care of the business of
the Church Conference by approving the 2020 pastoral support package, elect 2020 local church leaders, receive
the reports of membership changes and the trustees, and bless the ministry of our lay servant. If you are
interested in carpooling please contact the church office via e-mail or phone by Wednesday, October 23.

Sunday, November 3, 2019

New Consecration Sunday Is Coming
Sunday, November 10, 2019
Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians
give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a
way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and
ministry with a percentage of their incomes.
Our congregation’s Administrative Board has selected the New Consecration Sunday NCS Stewardship Program
as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis
this year.
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own
spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members
of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give
unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and
systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”

John Wesley, founder of the Methodist
movement, enjoyed and celebrated All
Saints Day. All Saints Day is an
opportunity to give thanks for all those
who have gone before us in the faith.
Be on the look out for an insert in the
bulletin for naming your Saints that
will be recognized on All Saints Day in
our morning worship. The inserts are
due by Sunday, October 27th. You may
turn them into the collection plates or
into the office.

5th Quarter
Court Street UMC will
host
Fulton
High
School Fellowship of
Christian Athlete's 5th
Quarter at The Rock
following the home
football
game
on
October 11, 2019. FHS
Students will meet at
The Rock to play
games, sing karaoke,
visit and snack from
8:30-11:30 p.m.

The ROCK Rocks!
An update on The Rock, our new Ecumenical Youth Ministry… we (CSUMC) purchased 32 chairs and 4 8'
tables. They are commercial grade plastic. We had 34 youth in attendance on Sunday, September 8th’s kickoff
night. My colleagues and I will be rotating the teaching. I am scheduled to teach on October 6 and November
3. We are inviting the youth to bring snacks. We used the blue igloo cooler in the kitchen and a utility cart to
transport some items between the church and The Rock. It was super helpful. We have more furniture in the
building now. The Presbyterian Church also brought over a second ping pong table. The game room was very
popular! Be sure to "like" The Rock's Facebook page to see pictures from Sunday nights. Linda Williams texted
that Charlie James is interested in doing a program between now and the World Series. We'll be working to get
that on the schedule. In addition, we're talking about doing an event like a bonfire/hay ride to help the youth gel
as a group. Starting September 15 we'll have a large group teaching time but break into small groups (1 high
school group, 2 middle school groups) for discussion. At this point the other congregations are providing
supplies. We can keep track of utilities and cleaning charges and determine the best way to share in those
particular expenses.
Rev. Rebecca

Youth at the kickoff of The Rock on
Sunday, September 8th.

During morning worship on New Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make
their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this
community and around the world. Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does
so voluntarily by attending morning worship on New Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel
strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal
embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our guest leader,
Rev. Sarah Hamilton, will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making
their commitments as a confidential act of worship.
We will encourage participation in New Consecration Sunday events through the NCS team and Administrative
Board members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make
every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship.
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events.
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