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R2 Note …

S

igns of Life…Clayton and I decided to start a
new tradition for our new family. We will ring out
the old year and ring in the new by doing a new
thing or going to a new place with a mindset of
adventure. This year we stayed at a lovey Bed and
Breakfast. We did not know until we arrived that
they only serve vegan food. That was a most surprising, delicious, and exciting adventure! For a
few days we didn’t’ miss meat or any other food
items derived from animals and we never went
hungry. We also went to Elephant Rocks State
Park. Clayton had never been to the park and I
hadn’t visited since an elementary school field trip.
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New Years Day was
gorgeous for getting
outdoors.
When we
arrived there were only
five other vehicles. By
the time we left the
parking lot was full.
Seems we weren’t the
only ones who wanted
to experience a day of
adventure. As we set
out on the path through
the park the rocks and
bare trees made for a
rather
stark
scene,
beautiful, but stark.
And so I was surprised
by the many signs of life in the midst of a season
of hibernation. There were layers of lichen on
some rocks and the most verdant, lush moss on
others. We discovered a tree growing up out of
the rocks. At the highest points there were pools
of water feeding patches of grasses and nourishing
hearty winter birds. We spotted one squirrel high
in the bare branches of a tree. I found a variety of
berries hiding among the downed leaves. There
was a tree growing in a narrow spot between two
elephant rocks that didn’t branch out until it had
grown above the rocks. It’s branches were poised
in praise at the freedom of movement and space. I
wondered how many times we have felt stifled only

to experience release when we could finally move
and breathe once we are freed from what binds us.
I was drawn to the texture and shape of a broken
tree branch. Only after I snapped a few pictures
did I realize a beetle was nestled into the heart of
the wood and on the other were small buds
indicating that life would appear again come
Spring. Tucked into another tree was a nest. I
captured four shots of it in the changing light, the
slight shifts of which highlighted different aspects
of the woven twigs reminding me that nests are
natures tapestry. Even in the heart of winter there
are signs of life—God waiting to surprise us again
and again.
At one point a man with an
air of praise about him and
a professional-looking camera dangling from his neck
strap engaged us in conversation. We learned he’d
retired from the
hectic
pace of the big city and
moved to the area. Once
he’d relocated he finally felt
he could breathe and
stretch and move because
he’d been freed from the
chaos. He shared that he
loved coming to this Park, documenting it in photos through the changing seasons. Not long after
his move he was diagnosed with cancer. He
missed not being able to visit during his recovery.
There were times when he was so weak he couldn’t
carry a half-gallon of milk from his refrigerator to
the counter. The diagnosis and lengthy, difficult
recovery had discouraged him. Yet on this day, he
celebrated that God had returned his strength and
health so that he could come to this favorite spot
again and again.

again and again. “Being here brings me life,” he
called out as he walked away with a little pep in his
step. Our new friend was renewed
by the signs of life in God’s creation throughout the changing
seasons.
Not only had this day of adventure
in creation
enlivened my soul,
so had our encounter with our
new friend.
The signs of life
among creation and our fellow
humans were abundant and contagious! By the end of our adventure I was inspired. As we move
into the second month of this new

year, a month with a bonus day in this leap year, I
pray that God will surprise you with signs of life
everywhere you look, that you
will be renewed to the point of
praise by the signs of life in others, and that others will be
moved to joy by their encounters with you. In fact, may the
signs of life in you and in this
congregation be abundant and
contagious! Until we meet
again,
May God’s grace and peace
enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

Notes from the Organ Bench
Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

When I was a full time pastor I loved planning worship and coordinating things so that everything
held together in a consistent flow from Scripture, to
hymns, to special music to the sermon. And I like
to tell myself that was one of my strengths in ministry. I also enjoyed researching, writing, and giving
sermons.
It has been a real pleasure to me to get to fill in for
Reverend Rebecca on the last Sunday of December,
and the third Sunday of January as we celebrated
the Baptism of the Lord. I am glad not to have to
do these things on a regular weekly basis any more,
but it is rewarding and fun to do it occasionally.
After more than 40 years of pastoring, I know that
the Sunday's after Christmas and after Easter are
the two lowest attended Sundays of the year, barring weather. The fifth Sunday Musicale was really
excellent in December but the choir nearly outnumbered the congregation. Those who attended

have told me how much they appreciated all the
effort and how good everything was. The next fifth
Sunday will be in March and I have already been in
contact with my friends to come join us and have
tentative commitments from the regular choir
members and fourteen extra singers so we can
have five persons on each part. Please put this on
your calendar now, and try to avoid missing this
service.
We are doing a Lenten series that will include that
Sunday, and the Court Street Singers and Ringers
will be sharing in worship. IT will be a different
kind of Musical 5th Sunday Service than we have
done in the past, but one that I believe will be
meaningful and a blessing to everyone who attends.
I love being your Minister of Music
JIM

Letter from Breezy to Christians at Court Street UMC

6 East 7th Street, Fulton, MO

This year we will be using the book, Simon Peter: Flawed But Faithful Disciple
by Adam Hamilton, Published by Abingdon Press
February 28
Rev. Heather Patten
Chapter 1 “The Call of the Fisherman”
Luke 15: 1-11
First Christian provides meal

March 20
Rev. Joseph Abah
Chapter 4 “I Will Not Deny You”
Matthew 26:31-35
St. Peter Catholic Church provides meal

March 6
Rev. Aaron White
Chapter 2 “Walking with Jesus in the Storms”
Matthew 14:22-34
First Presbyterian Church provides meal

March 27
Rev. Rebecca Peak
Chapter 5 “From Cowardice to Courage”
John 21:12, 15-17
Court Street United Methodist Church provides meal

March 13
Rev. Jason Buckwalter
Chapter 3 “Bedrock or Stumbling Block”
Matthew 16:13-19, 21-23
Heartland Nazarene Church provides meal

April 3
Rev. Mindy Kiepe
Chapter 6 “The Rest of the Story”
Acts 2:14, 38-41
First Christian provides meal

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy, Coordinator
First let me thank everyone that has donated diapers and clothing to Baby Grace. On Food Bank day, diapers have been available to pick up. These diapers help supplement our diaper supplies.
As I was thinking about an article to add to the newsletter, I
came upon this prayer. I’m always thinking of the children in
the world who don’t have a peaceful and happy day at school
and at home. Baby Grace is where we start showing children
that it is okay to be different and we are accepting of them. God
loves the little children.
The person who wrote this prayer invites you to copy and share.

Thought for the new year and new decade: Rather than setting ourselves up for almost certain failure of
keeping new year’s resolutions, may I suggest a system of daily assessment with the goal of improvement? We hear
much about quality control and checks and tests to insure that the quality of products meets high standards . As
Christians, we have a high standard to meet as well. Jesus has provided both the words and the examples for us to
accomplish this. Just a few of the useful standards: There is the commandment by Jesus that we love one another as
he has loved us. There is also what we call the “least of these” standard. Jesus tells us that if we feed the hungry,
give water to the thirsty, help the sick, and those in prison—in other words, if we help anyone in need of help, we
are basically doing it for Jesus himself. We are also commanded to forgive. If each day we check our behavior
against these standards we can gain a better sense of how we measure up and, then, if need be, make an effort to
correct any lapses in quality control in the days ahead. Each day offers new opportunities. Love, joy, and peace to all.
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2020 Lenten Lunches
First Christian Church

Court Street UMC

Take a minute to say a little prayer for the kids that don’t fit in. The kids that come home in tears because they don’t understand why no one likes them, or they are over stimulated from everything around
them and just can’t hold it together anymore. Pray for the kids that don’t have the right clothes, haven’t
gone to the right places, don’t have the cool lunches, devices or backpacks. Pray for the kids that think
and act a little different. Right now, those kids dread heading to school. It doesn’t feel safe for them.
It’s not fun. They are crying and begging their parents to let them stay home or go to a different school.
Pray that each of these kids know they are loved. Pray they know they are special and pray they find
their group of friends. Now is the time to remind our children to be kind to everyone, we are all unique,
different and special. Teach your children to never leave someone behind. YOUR child could be a hero.
You will ever know how much this can make a difference in someone’s life. Author unknown.
February 2020
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Community Gathers for

Court Street United Methodist Church Scholarships

Lenten Lunches

Deana Ready, Scholarship Chair
We are very fortunate to have the following scholarship opportunities available through our church. The
scholarship awards vary in amount and range between $1000 and $5000 per academic year.

Once again the Fulton community will gather at First
Christian Church for a series of lunches throughout
the season of Lent. Beginning Friday, February 28
through Friday, April 3 we will gather in the Fellowship Hall at FCC (6 E 7th St.) from Noon to 1 p.m. to
feast, fellowship, and focus on this year’s reading Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple by Adam
Hamilton. Each week a different pastor from the
community will lead our teaching with a meal prepared by the congregation they serve. Rev. Rebecca
will be teaching on Friday, March 27. Once again, our
own Lay Leader Linda Mealy will be coordinating the
meal. If you are able to help prepare, serve, and
clean up the meal please contact Linda at (573) 6421054.

The Virginia Rosser Memorial Scholarship is available to undergraduate or master level graduate students attending an institution of higher education. This scholarship is open to any area of study
The Mary E. Wilson Music Scholarship is available to undergraduate students majoring in the area of
music.
The Vince and Lola Watson Scholarship is available to undergraduate students attending an institution of higher education. This scholarship focuses on students who have the greatest financial need
and may not otherwise be available to attend school. This scholarship is open to any area of study.
The students receiving these scholarships must demonstrate continues commitment to the standards expected of our Christian faith.
The scholarship may be received for multiple years if the student applies annually and demonstrates continued need and adequate academic progress.
Application for these scholarships includes the completion of the FAFSA on an annual basis. The FAFSA is
the gateway to any federal grants or loans. (WWW.FAFSA.Gov)
The following criterion is used to determine recipients.
Callaway County resident (preference given to graduating seniors)
Open to any area of study unless specified in the name of the scholarship
Active member/regular participant in the life of a church (preference given to CSUMC members)
Two confidential letters of recommendation from church members of applicants “home church”
including one from the church minister
Community leadership, service and activities
Financial need (the Student Aid Report -SAR- of the Free Application for Federal Student AidFAFSA-will be the baseline)
Satisfactory academic progress is required

Lenten Journey Finds Us Entering the
Passion of Jesus
Each Sunday of Lent 2020 we will “freeze-frame” a moment of the Holy
Week story so that we can enter into the passion of Jesus. Inspired by
Amy-Jill Levine’s book Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to
Holy Week, we will spend more time with Jesus’ final week and find our
place in it. As Marcia McFee writes, this series will help us see how we fit
into the “ongoing story of risk for the sake of making a better world.” Our
journey will begin with worship at 7:30 p.m. on Ash Wednesday, February
26. Mark your calendars now for special Holy Week worship opportunities. We’ll join with Shiloh UMC for worship at 6:30 p.m. on Holy Thursday, April 9. Shiloh UMC will join us at 7 p.m. on Good Friday, April 10
right here at Court Street. Plans for Easter Sunday are still in the works so
stay tuned. If you’d like to enter into the journey with more intentionality
feel free to purchase a copy of the book. We will take your orders in the
office through Monday, February 17. The books can be purchased for $10
each which includes taxes, shipping, and handling. Simply make your
check payable to the church.

Completed application information must be provided to the Court Street United Methodist Church Office by
the end of the business day no later than the last business day of March (March 31, 2020).
If all required information is not available the application will not be considered.
If you are a student that is interested in pursuing this scholarship opportunity please contact the church office for additional information.

Meet Michael Brewer
The friendly face in the office is our new administrative assistant, Michael Brewer. He first joined us for worship
and then at our Open Table meetings. When Taylor Manor needed to leave to dedicate more time to family,
Michael applied for the position. He brings a wealth of skills and insights to the job and is currently dividing his
time as he also teaches school.
Drop by to welcome him as he helps us stay organized and moving forward in our daily mission work.
WELCOME MICHAEL!
Spring Office Hours: | T/Th: 3-5 p.m. | W: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. | F: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m
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Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC
Linda Rootes, Coordinator
This was a roller coaster month. We
procured 300 pounds of ground venison from Share the Harvest, and then
we lost it because the freezer failed.
We thought Teel Mechanical had the
freezer fixed so we ordered frozen
food. The day before delivery the freezer failed again.
When the distribution day finally arrived on Friday, January 17th, we were hit by a snowstorm!
Only 22 families came that day so we had opportunities
for families to come by at additional times, and ended
up serving 34 families plus someone who came to the
church office with a food emergency. Resolving these
issues not have happened without help from our friends
in the community. We are truly blessed, and I think
Austin from Teel Mechanical now has us up and running!
Statistics at a Glance
Households Served: 34, representing 103 members
Ages Represented:
17 children (0-4)
24 children (5-17)

49 adults (18-59)
13 seniors (60-150)
Items donated by congregation: 100 items
Food From: Food Bank 2,015 pounds
Walmart 200 pounds
Share the Harvest 300 pounds
(lost due to freezer failure)
St. George Dental 2 boxes tooth pastes

Youth Group
FCA Leadership Summit
Thursday, Feb. 13, 6:00-10:30 p.m.
Heartland Church
The evening includes a fellowship meal, games,
worship led by the Heartland Praise Band, a
leadership session led by FCA Representative
Alex Brandenburg, and ends with a bowling
tournament at the Fulton Bowling Center. We
will also be using this event as an opportunity
to create Blessing Bags to donate to local shelters. Please consider contributing the following
items: socks, gloves
non-perishable snacks , deodorant, toothpaste,
and toothbrushes .

In November (2019) we provided a meal of vegetable
beef soup, rolls and dessert to Wiley House. The hamburger was donated by Jan and Alan Finke and the
dessert was donated by Maurine Long.
On Friday, January 24th we prepared a meal of
spaghetti and meatballs, a salad, and rolls for Wiley
House . Because of the extreme weather on that
Thursday and Friday, the guests were permitted to
stay during the day. Therefore, we also provided a
large pot of beef soup for lunch. A total of 34 guests
received the meals and there were 5 volunteers
helping with the meals.
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Super Bowl Sunday is exciting! To maintain a spirit
of giving during a time of celebrations we are requesting that you participate in our own version of
Souper Bowl Sunday. If possible, please bring with
you to the February 2nd service as many canned
food items as possible. Or drop some off during the
week. We are hoping to fill our Food Panty cart to
the brim! The act of giving is an important part of
celebration, and as the Chiefs try to take the top
prize, we have much to celebrate!

KCHS Trivia Night Features Past President

From the Mailbox
To our Court Street UMC Family,
Thank you so much for the many
nice Christmas cards and messages
Ralph and Mary Beth Wimp

Diane Burre Ludwig
Court Street UMC will again take teams to play in the Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society’s annual President’s
Day Trivia Night. The event is on Saturday evening, February 22 and has a NEW START TIME of 5:30 with trivia beginning sharply at 6:30 so the event can conclude near 9:30. Cost is still the same, $25 per player ($200 per table of
8) and that includes a delicious pulled-pork meal by Sam Richards. This is the 60th anniversary of KCHS as well as
the 200th anniversary of Callaway County so come share the FUN of celebrating both! The special “Presidential”
round of the tournament will specifically focus on Thomas Jefferson, so study up! Contact Diane Ludwig to sign up.

Giving Statements

JOY Group Meeting
(Just Older Youth)

Charlie James, Finance Secretary

Linda Mealy, Lay Leader

The Annual Giving Statements have been available for pickup at Sunday morning worship. Those remaining after January 26th will be mailed. Watch for yours, and let us know if you have any questions. Thanks.

The JOY group will meet on Tuesday,
February 25th at 6 PM.! We’ll have a light
meal and then play board games or cards.

Court Street UMC

2020 Holidays & Office Closure

Our House Update
Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach & Witness Co-Chair

SOUPER Bowl Sunday:
February 2, 2020 – Fill the
Food Cart

Valentines Share the Love
Linda Williams, Chair
It’s time for Valentines!! Time to remember
our folks at home and in nursing homes
with cheerful, colorful valentines! They love
getting them and I know many of you enjoy
sending them. There is a list on the table in
the lobby area and bags for each person on
the list. Valentines will be accepted beginning Sunday, January 26th through Monday,
February 10. Help share the love with these
special church family members.
Court Street UMC

Day(s)

Date

Holiday Observance

Monday
Monday
Monday
Thursday & Friday
Friday
Thursday
Friday

April 13
May 25
September 7
November 26-27
December 25
December 31
January 1, 2021

Easter Monday*
Memorial Day
Labor Day
Thanksgiving
Christmas
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day

February 2020
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