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Court Street UMC

Mission

719 Court St

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the

Fulton, MO 65251

transformation of the world.

Office Hours: Closed to the public through May

Vision

Phone: 573-642-5721

We are an imperfect people learning to love

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak

wholeness through Jesus Christ.

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com

Staff

Phone: 573-416-4023

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor

Office Hours: 9 a.m.—noon

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

Monday

Michael Brewer, Administrative Assistant

(when available and by appointment)
www.courtumc.org

Sunday Worship

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist

Postponed at this time.
Check website and Facebook for updates.

rom the Past will come the future … In
the days after decisions were made to
worship from a distance and postpone
many ministries, I
had several valuable
conversations with folks
of which one stood out.
“The devil is winning!”
my friend cried out. “The
churches are closing and
Christ won’t be
proclaimed. We’ll fall
apart! We’ll close for
good!” My friend’s voice
was tinged with anger as
the wisdom of
congregational leaders
was questioned. I
offered my friend no
judgment, only the space
to lament, the comfort of
a companion on the ash
heap, and a prayer. These
are the moments when
we keep listening and, if
anything, listen harder,
listen deeper. Under the
surface were the twin
currents of fear and grief.
Fear that the ways of a secular world were winning,
and God was losing. Grief is born in the loss of a
sense of normalcy, routine, and relationships.
When we draw power and strength from
worshiping and praising God in community, when
the foundation of our days is the gathering of the
faith community on the first day of the week, and
when all of that suddenly changes because of
circumstances beyond our control then it feels as
though something both inside of us and outside of
us has died. It seems we have stepped into the
unknown, a seemingly God-forsaken place. In

these circumstances, perhaps we can relate to
Jesus’ lament from the cross, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46; Mark
15:34)
This initial conversation,
which happened more
than a month ago, has
been simmering in my
soul ever since. I’ve been
leading worship in an
empty sanctuary, save for
the presence of my trusty
sidekicks Clayton, Mick,
and your beautiful
pictures in the pews.
During Holy Week we
shifted from recording on
Saturday morning to
recording worship on
Friday afternoons. This
gives us more time to
edit, convert the video
format, and upload to
YouTube. This means that
on Sunday mornings I’ve
been joining you in virtual
worship from the comfort
of the “Peak-onage.” Yes,
the church building looks
different. But the essence of the church, what
really makes the church the church—you, each and
every one of you—remains unchanged. And now,
we are the church dispersed. You might even say,
we’re even larger. Think about it, we have multiple
campuses in neighborhoods near and far, as far as
Arizona, Florida, New Mexico, North Carolina,
California and beyond! Now that puts a different
spin on the church being closed, doesn’t it?
Continued on page 2
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Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

Thanks to our YouTube channel, we’ve expanded
our reach. Just check out the worship statistics on
page 11. Just know that our viewership numbers
are changing every week. Not even Covid-19 can
keep God down.

gathered within its walls. Before large buildings
could be erected and especially before it was legal,
groups of people gathered in homes to worship.
Cue Paul, “Greet also the church in their house.”
Homes were the places where faith was
intentionally nurtured, bread was broken, prayers
In these days of being the church beyond the walls
were spoken, songs were sung, peace was known,
of the building, it’s helpful to remind ourselves that
hope was restored, and the Good News
the church’s humble beginnings were in homes,
proclaimed. In the midst of whatever life brought
specifically among the Gentiles. We get hints of
their way, these early Christ followers found
this as we look to the writings of Paul. In his letter
strength in their homes. These intimate gatherings
to the Romans he writes, “Greet also the church in
allowed people to be more vulnerable in their
their house,” (Rom. 16:5a). In case you were
sharing. They didn’t need to wear masks of
wondering, “their” refers to Prisca, or Priscilla, and
perfection to impress anyone else because they
Aquila. Paul mentions them again in 1 Corinthians
already knew they were an imperfect people
16:19-20. It seems that no matter where this
learning to love perfectly, discovering with their
“clergy” couple moved they started new churches.
neighbors hope and wholeness through Jesus
Peppered throughout his writing are greetings to
Christ. God’s vision for Court Street UMC isn’t
churches that meet in homes, AKA house churches.
confined to 719 Court Street in Fulton. God’s vision
Thanks to Covid-19 what once was ancient is new
for our church is that we carry it out at all times, in
again.
all places, especially in our multiple campuses. And
so, in the midst of so many unknowns and the
For Paul the church wasn’t about the building. It
overwhelming emotions of fear, anger, grief,
was about the people. Cue the hymn, “I am the
anxiety, and frustration at the seemingly
church! You are the church! We are the church
never-ending quarantine may we find renewal and
together! All who follow Jesus, all around the
world! Yes, we’re the church together!” That’s a lot hope in being the church right where we’re
planted. Until we meet and again,
of exclamation points! There’s some excitement
there about being the church. Then think of my
usual Sunday greeting, “Good morning, church!”
May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
I’m not greeting the building but rather the people Rev. Rebecca

MISSOURI ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020 SESSION POSTPONED
In this time of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic that brings uncertainty and increased
health risks, Bishop Bob Farr has decided to
postpone the 2020 Session of the Missouri Annual
Conference scheduled for June 5-7, 2020 in
Springfield, Mo. Expect dates, deadlines, special
meals and all special activities connected to annual
conference to be delayed and/or suspended at this
time. All youth camp activities during June have
also been cancelled.

Linda Rootes, Coordinator
April Statistics at a Glance

200 miscellaneous items from Central Church

Households Served:

$640 in cash donations

41 representing 106 members

Our excess produce was donated to Our House.

Ages Represented:

Work Crews:

7 children (0-4)

Tuesday = 9

Wednesday= 7

26 children (5-17)

Thursday = 7

Friday = 9

53 adults (18-59)

20 seniors (60+)
General Food Pantry Donations:
Approximately 3,000 pounds of food from Food
Bank
Approximately 500 pounds of food from Walmart,
including 10 boxes of produce and bakery

Wiley House Update

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy, Coordinator

Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach & Witness
Co-Chair

Thank you to the church membership for
supporting our diaper program. This year will mark
eight years of Baby Grace at Court Street UMC.
Donations of diapers and clothing have helped
many families. Below is a report of diapers
distributed in April.
This month 547 diapers were taken to the Free
Store. SERVE requested diapers for their First Steps
Program in which 12 families are involved. A
member of the Health Department picked up 835
diapers that were taken to SERVE for distribution.
Food Pantry and Baby Grace diaper distribution
was low on Friday, April 17. Only nine families
picked up diapers which totaled 540 diapers.
Diapers will continue to be handed out on the third
Friday with the exception that no pull-ups will be
available.

With the pandemic in full force, Wiley House is
now having people there 24-hours a day, so their
need for paper products and food has increased
significantly. I have been providing paper items.
They really need all they can get. Also consider
gift certificates from Brooklyn Pizza, Beks, Fulton
Café or other restaurants to assist with meals.

JOY Group Meeting
(Just Older Youth)

Linda Mealy, Lay Leader

The

JOY

Group

meetings

are

cancelled

Total diapers handed out for April were 2,462.
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Raindrops on the Roof Campaign
Thank you everyone! Our campaign is doing very well as we reach the one-month mark. We are
getting the final estimates for roof repairs and trying to schedule a date for the work to begin. We also
have found damage within the building from the ongoing leaks and all funds raised beyond the roof repair costs
will be allocated to those repairs.
Report Date: Thursday, April 30, 2020

Campaign Goal: $38,000

Direct Gifts:

$ 22,432

Outstanding Pledges

$ 13,500

Total to date:

$ 35,932

As with all campaigns, wonderful memories and stories emerge. When we received a nice letter from
Sharon Morris-Gibson, we asked her if we could share a portion of her letter as she reflected on her
time in the education building.
What are YOUR stories and memories? Feel free to share them! We hope to have all pledges and gifts
recorded by late May, so please consider a gift if you have not done so yet. Every gift is welcomed and
will help. Keep watching the weekly e-Connection for the latest totals on the campaign!
Dear Friends,
I would like to add just a few of my thoughts about my personal history with our education wing.
•
•
•
•
•

In 1979, my older daughter went to 5th grade there as FPS was using it due to school reorganization. That’s probably part of why our family chose CSUMC as we had just moved here.
During the 80s I taught Sunday school in that building. My daughters attended Sunday school,
MYF, acolyte training, and confirmation there.
In the 90s I attended a sign language class there.
After 2000, my granddaughter came to Precious Lambs Sunday school and I taught the tiny one’s
class.
Now Baby Grace, the Food Pantry, and exercise class (along with other groups) depend on that
structure for their missions.
Our church has welcomed quite a diversity of groups and interest and I’m so proud of the blessings
that CSUMC has provided to the community!
Love, peace, and God’s grace!
Sharon Morris-Gibson

H

Notes from the Organ Desk Chair
Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

ow strange it is to be at home during
Worship times. I am so grateful for the
opportunity to participate remotely
while observing a stay at home order.

When I had my piano rebuilt last year, it came back
on Maundy Thursday. They told me it would need to
sit, for two weeks before it was touched to
acclimatize itself to my living room, and after a
couple of weeks I could have the first of four needed
tunings within the year. I have new strings and new
tuning pins and a new tuning block. among all the
rest of the piano innards that were rebuilt. I have
always loved my piano, and have been so excited to
have it back and singing to the best of its ability.
Unfortunately, because of Brenda's knee
replacement surgery early in February I missed the
fourth tuning, and now the strings are relaxing just a little and causing it to be a bit out of tune. It
sounds just a little OFF to me. I liken it to a pitcher of lemonade made with saccharine rather than
sugar. It is just not right somehow. But I am grateful to have it and will be even more grateful to have
my tuner come and take care of it when ever this pandemic is over and it is safe for him to come and
get it back to A-440 perfect pitch.
I have a lot of instruments here that I have enjoyed playing over the years. I have been enjoying
especially using them to come up with different sounds for our worship. I hope you all are able to listen
to online worship. I love and miss you all.
JIM

Safety First! Masks Make a Difference!
Nearly 70 masks were made by Linda Mealy and Jan Finke of Court Street United Methodist Church and
Glenda Fitch of First Christian Church. On Thursday, April 9, the masks were handed off by Rev. Rebecca
Dunger Peak to Sara Revelle, APRN, RNP/GNP, DNP, NCMP. Sara is both a member of CSUMC and part
of the Boone Hospital Systems healthcare team. She is on the front lines of direct patient care. Sara
delivered the masks to Boone Hospital. See page11 for a letter from Sara.

A Letter of Thanks and Gratitude

Left: Reverend
Rebecca (L)
hands off 70
masks to Sara
Revelle ® in
front of the
church.

Dear Court Street UMC Friends,
Thank you so very much for the masks to share with Boone
Hospital [ see page 3]. They were so excited to receive your
generous gift and I have been guaranteed they will be put to
good use! I thank you for the love and warmth that came
through loud and clear with this effort of time as well as
investment in caring. A very special thank you to Linda Mealy,
Jan Finke, and Glenda Fitch for all the work. The support received
is comforting and heartwarming.

Right: A collection of 70
masks made by
community
members.

Warm regards,
Sara Revelle
May 2020
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Still Focusing on the Heart of the Matter

Letter from Breezy to Christians at Court Street UMC

Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day
the Lord added to their number…
~ Acts 2: 46-47
COVID-19 won’t keep Court Street & Shiloh UMCs from celebrating the season of Easter! We’ll use this
time of being together virtually to get to the Heart of the Matter. Each week we will spend time
opening and centering our hearts, break bread together,
break open the Word with scripture, break open our hearts
Thanks to all involved in preparing
with prayer, we’ll praise God, and have goodwill. To prepare
the services available on YouTube.
for this season of worship you’ll need a few items each
Beth makes copies of bulletins and
week:
the weekly worksheets and brings
them to me and we watch it a week
 prepare a meal or snack to be ready so that you can
late as I don’t have Internet.
eat it during or after worship
I appreciate the services.
 have a candle to light, even if it’s battery-powered
Bonnie Maddox
 have a “worry” stone, a rock that easily fits in your
hand



supplies for doodling so that every time you hear the word “heart” you can either doodle a
heart or color in a heart on one of the three coloring sheets that will be available on the
COVID-19 Online Worship page at www.courtumc.org

To Court Street UMC,
Thank you for the lovely Easter cards we received
and for communion delivered to our door, and for all
the creative ways you are staying connected while
following all the safety rules.
Some thoughts to help you cope which I hope will be
helpful. The apostle Paul admonishes “patience in
tribulation.” Fred Rogers of Mr. Rogers’s
Neighborhood was told by his mother that in bad
times “he should watch for those who help and that there will always be those who
help.” What good advice. Day after day we see examples of those who find ways to
help—as Mother Teresa said, there are ordinary people doing extraordinary things.
Watch for the people who help and see how many examples you find.
Please tune out the misinformation and worse, the dangerous misinformation. Focus
on doing what we know helps and find ways to help others. Let us look forward to the
future when the terrible virus is controlled or eliminated. Together let us work



paper and pen or pencil for writing

towards that time. With love and concern for you and your safety, I close this letter.



check out our Easter Dance Party Playlist on our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrYU-E0woJgCN_SKSy0I10g/playlists

Mary Beth Wimp aka Breezy

Be sure to check our website (courtumc.org) for information related to each week’s worship gathering.
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook, subscribe to our YouTube channel, (link provided in weekly email
announcements and on “Virtual Worship” tab on our website) and share our social media posts with
others. Let’s keep getting the word out!
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The White Ribbons of Thanks

Card Ministry Keeps Us Together

Many thanks to our own Wanda Wickell for bringing a great tradition back to life. A song was written
years ago about “tying a yellow ribbon round the old oak tree’ to remember and to welcome home all
the soldiers during WWII.

Linda Williams, Outreach and Witness Committee
Christian card ministries or letter writing ministries
have been an ordinary part of believer's lives ever
since the letters of the apostle Paul were first written
to encourage those groups of congregants living in
places like Galatia, Jerusalem, and Rome.
Letter writing and card
making are excellent
outreach ministries for
shy individuals to
participate in. There is a
place for every person to
serve Christ; one does
not need to be
aggressively pursuing
folks on the street or in
public forums in order
to be a missionary! Folks
can communicate God's
love to others in the
quiet peace of their
homes and be just as
effective, if not more so.
The apostle Paul's letters
were often written from
his prison cell; a place seemingly hopeless and
without influence on the larger world outside.
However, we all know that these letters have impacted millions of believers over many centuries. (http://
christiancardministry.blogspot.com)
During these very challenging and difficult days of

COVID 19, CSUMC continues to reach out to folks
near and dear to all of our hearts through card
ministry. Birthday cards are continuing to be sent
with greetings of love from Court Street United
Methodist Church. 5-8 birthday cards are being
sent weekly with fun
messages of
celebration, hope and
kindness. Beautiful,
spiritual Easter cards
were sent to our folks
at home and being
cared for in assistant
living facilities.

With Wanda’s help, Court St UMC took the lead in starting a White Ribbon Campaign to thank our
front-line workers during this pandemic by tying white ribbons on our front doors and/or in our yards.
The Fulton Sun picked up the story with a front-page article. Many of our congregation are showing
their support with their white ribbons. We hope you will too!
Below is a note from a member who has family on the front-line. Our prayers are with her family and all
the first-line workers everywhere. Together we will get through this.
Dear Court Street UMC,
Many of you know me but not my husband. He
is quite a bit younger than me and not a churchgoer. He is a paramedic supervisor at University
Ambulance in Columbia. As luck would have it,
he was with the ambulance crew called for a
cardiac arrest on what turned out to be the first
death from the Corona virus in Missouri. He
spent a week in quarantine being observed and
tested by doctors.

Congregation, feel
free to continue to
reach out to one
another during these
days of physical
separation with
special notes of
kindness and
encouragement. As
we practice social
distancing, folks suffering from illness or isolation
would greatly appreciate staying connected with
their brothers and sisters in Christ. Included in the
monthly newsletter is a list of special friends who
would welcome a special note from you as would
other church friends! Let’s continue to spread our
messages of hope, faith and love all around!

So far, he is clear, and we are thankful. I thank
you all for thinking of those whose jobs cause
them to be exposed to this virus as well as other
dangers. The white ribbon campaign is a lovely
idea. I ask for
everyone’s continued prayers
for the safety and God’s protection for all those
who put their lives at risk for the rest of us.
-Sharon Morris-Gibson

1.

An Update from a CSUMC Scholarship Recipient
Dear Scholarship Committee,
I wanted to say thanks again for your generous
scholarships that have helped me finance my bachelor’s
degree. Although we didn’t have a commencement, I am
very proud of this achievement and am looking forward
to completing my Master’s in the spring of 2021.
Thanks again,

Photos: 1 White ribbons on trees on Church Street; 2 Ribbons displayed on 7th Street; 3 Support shown on
Winding Road, Fulton.

Tristan Steffens
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