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Our thanks to Linda Mealy, Lay Leader and Study Group coordinator, for helping with our cover article this
month. Rev. Rebecca is on a well-deserved vacation and will be back with us in early August.
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Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m.
Check website and Facebook for updates.

ecently I read a book,
“EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A
REASON and Other Lies I’ve Loved,”
by Kate Bowler.
Kate tells of her life
growing up in Canada
surrounded by members of
the Mennonite
communities and their
beliefs. The Mennonites
were an exclusive group of
immigrants that moved
from Russia and settled in
the Manitoba, Canada
area. This group was made
up of immigrants who
entered into Canada and
the U.S. from the southern
part of Russia.
Kate, by the age of 18,
heard of stories about a
different kind of faith with a
formula for success - - the
Prosperity gospel. By the
time she was 25 she was
traveling the country interviewing the prosperity gospel’s celebrities and
wrote the first history of the movement from
beginning to end.
Kate spent years traveling the country and
interviewing televangelists who claimed
spiritual guarantees for how to receive divine
money. She held hands with people in
wheelchairs praying at the altar to be cured.
She was trying to understand how millions of
North Americans had started asking God for
more. How they seemed to want permission to
experience the luxuries of life as a reward for

good behavior. Probably Tammy Faye and Jim Baker
were the most popular of the culture, the King and
Queen of 1980’s televangelism. Prosperity Gospel
claims that God will give
you what your heart
desires, like money in the
bank, a healthy body,
thriving families and
boundless happiness. It
encourages people to buy
jets, mink coats,
multi-million homes, etc.,
as evidence of God’s love.
Kate also saw the desire for
escape. Believers wanted
relief from poverty, failing
health, and the feeling that
their lives were like leaky
buckets. People wanted
salvation from bleak
medical diagnoses; they
wanted to see God rescue
their broken teenagers or
misfiring marriages. Why
do some people get healed
and others do not?
Prosperity gospel looks at
the world as it is and promises a solution.
It guarantees that faith will make a way.
Kate got married and she and her husband wanted
to start a family after 10 years of marriage. She had
difficulty getting pregnant. After seeing several
doctors, Kate and her husband finally had a son.
Then Kate discovered she had Stage IV cancer. She
is determined to participate in a special magic
treatment that will cure her cancer. Why do some
people get healed and some people don’t? Why do
some babies die in their cribs and some bitter souls
live to see their great-grandchildren? The Prosperity

Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

Everything Happens For a Reason, continued.
gospel looks at the world as it is and promises a solution. It guarantees that faith will always make a
way.
I was amazed how Kate was able to keep her sense of humor during her struggles. She continues to go
to church where church members lay hands on her and pray for her. Her life is made up of
experimentation chemotherapy, immunotherapy, and her goal is to live to be 50.

Linda Rootes, Coordinator
July Statistics at a Glance

Work Crews: Tues = 8 Thurs =6, Fri = 8

Households Served:

Special thanks to Ken and Alice Niemeyer for the
use and set up of their canopy this month.

66 representing 150 members

In closing there are only questions. This is a book of befores and afters, and how people in the midst of
pain make up their minds about the eternal questions: Why is this happening to me? What could I
have done differently? Does everything actually happen for a reason? If I accept that what is happening is something I cannot change, can I learn how to let go?

Ages Represented:

Linda Mealy

73 adults (18-59)

Linda Mealy will soon be facilitating a new bible study based on the book, Courageous Faith: Claiming
Your Promised Land through the Book of Joshua, by Amy Craighead. This is a seven week bible study.
This is a book with large print and plenty of room in the margins to take notes. Contact the office if
interested.

34 seniors (60+)

Christmas is Coming - - And Maybe the Bazaar!

8 children (0-4)
35 children (5-17)

General Food Pantry Donations:
Approximately 3,000 pounds of food and supplies
from the Food Bank
11 boxes, or 550 pounds of produce from Walmart
15 items from Court Street members

We are continuing to use the tables in the
Fellowship Classroom
during pantry week to
organize and fill our 50
plus boxes. We
appreciate the
cooperation of all
others who use the
room. We purchased
two canopies to shelter
our workers and
shoppers. Those
canopies are available
for other church activities.

Diane Burre Ludwig, 2019 Bazaar Chair

Greetings to all. We did a bit of Christmas in July
as we held our 2019 wrap-up meeting in the
Fellowship Hall on July 13th with 13 people in
attendance, masked and 6-feet apart. Nothing is
normal this year and with the Bazaar getting closer
and closer, we need to make some decisions. Our
thoughtful discussions covered a wide variety of
topics for the 2020 Bazaar including the prospect:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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of having no bazaar
of having a scaled-down version
of having it outside on the parking lot under
tents
of having no food/dining tables inside
of having ‘drive-by’ services for food and
other ‘best sellers’
of taking pre-orders for food items
of limiting the number of people in the
Fellowship Hall at any one time
of keeping our sponsorships and displaying
the signs in a new space
of having a virtual bazaar

•
•
•
•
•
•

of having items on our website and
Facebook
of having an on-line store
of having it on another day
of shortening the time to only a few
hours
of realizing we cannot reach the
$9,500 net goal for the church budget

Photo: Our Food Pantry @ Court Street receives
many of the shown items from the Food Bank of
Central and Northeast MO. What could you add
to help make summer meals more varied and
nutritious? Foods may be brought to the
church or call Linda Rootes for more information. The next Food Pantry Day is Friday,
August 21st.

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy, Coordinator

Court Street UMC

Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach & Witness
Co-Chair

We DO know there will be Christmas this year! We
just don’t know if there will be a Christmas parade
or any of the regular festivities, so planning is very
challenging. We felt the best thing to do was to
take some time to ponder the many possibilities,
monitor the COVID numbers, and come back
together on Monday, August 10, at 4:00, masked
and ready to try to suggest a plan to take to the
Admin Board at its August meeting. All are welcomed to join us for the discussion.
Your thoughts and ideas can help! Please call
Diane at 642-4664 or email at
DBLudwig22@aol.com.

Wiley House Update

Total diapers handed out for July were 962
representing 15 families with a combined 24
children.
August 2020

Court Street UMC provided the meal to Wiley
House on July 24. They were provided a meal of
baked ham, sweet potatoes, deviled eggs, and
corn. Paper products were also donated.
There were 17 guests and 2 volunteers
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Letters to the Church Community

Welcome Back to the Sanctuary
While many of you are worshiping safely at home, our sanctuary is now open. Seating is six feet apart,
masks and hand sanitizer are available, and an usher guides you to the proper aisle, seating from front
to back. All safety precautions are in place.
The first service was held on Sunday, July 5, with 16 in attendance, including those helping to conduct
the service. Our communion experience was creative as we each had our own small communion packet
already at our seat. It was blessed during the service and we then each removed the wafer, and drank
from the little cup.
While our crowds are small, as expected, the worship experience is big! We cherish the time to quietly
absorb the beautiful music, reflect on meaningful scripture and engage in heartfelt prayer. It is nice to
be able to worship in a safe environment - - with a bonus of seeing members of our dear church family
across the aisle.

Thank you to the scholarship committee
and the Court Street United Methodist
Church for giving me scholarships so I
have the opportunity to attend Linn
State Technical College
–Gage Vandeloecht
Jan and Court Street United
Methodist Church,
Thank you so much for the
vegetable and fruit tray that you
provided for Dad’s family after the
service. He will be missed.
Love,

2.

Kendra and Mike Ferrugia
Kevin and Kim Rose
Dear Members of CSUMC,

I’ve appreciated and enjoyed the many notes and cards from the congregation, and
from various ones of you, wishing me well. I miss seeing you and sharing worship
together. Thank you to all my church family at Court Street United Methodist for
keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.

1.

Betty Bates

The Newsletter Connection

3.

While COVID-19 is keeping many of us apart,
our monthly newsletter continues to bring us
together. We enjoy receiving letters and
cards, learn of passings and blessings, and
hear inspiring stories, so keep them coming.
Rev. Rebecca, Michael Brewer, and Diane
Burre Ludwig work each month to create,
layout and print the newsletter. Then, Linda
Miley and crew get it out the door each
month.

Photo 1: The Communion blessing is given
Photo 2: Taping the program for Monday
upload to YouTube

Photo: The Newsletter Ladies (l-r) Mary
Ann Echelmeier, Jan Finke and Linda Miley

Photo 3: Individual Communion packet
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Notes from the Organ Bench

August 2020 Calendar

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

I

am most grateful to be able to be back in live
worship again after so many months of online
recording of music at home. It was a great pleasure
for me to get fingers and feet on the Magnificent
Rogers Trillium Masterpiece Organ in the sanctuary. It was
even nicer to be able to see, in person, a few of you who I
have not seen since March. We continue to have an online
worship presence and I am grateful to be a part of that as
well.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
9 a.m. MobleyPeterson
Wedding

2
10:45am
Worship

1.

5 p.m. White
Fragility Virtual
Meeting (WFM)

3
Recorded EService posted
to YouTube (*)

6

7
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

8

13
6:30 p.m. COM
Meeting

14
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

15

19
20
8:30 a.m.
1 p.m.
10-11 a.m.
Mission
Fit
Walmart pickup
Book Group
9: 30 a.m.
Gathering
11:30 a.m. Food Walking
Bank Pickup
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

21
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

22

25

28
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

4
10-11 a.m.
Book Group
Gathering

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

5
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

Photo 1: Rev. Jim at the organ
Photo 2: SOWN meeting on Zoom
2.
I am enjoying the Wednesday night SOWN service on ZOOM each week, 6:45-7:30 p.m., and invite you
all to join in.
If there is something you would particularly like to hear me play for prelude or postlude, put a note in
my box, or give me a call at 573-303-7766 and I will work it in when appropriate.

9
10:45am
Worship
5 p.m. White
Fragility Virtual
Meeting

Take care and stay safe

10
*
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit

11
10-11 a.m.
Book Group
Gathering

9: 30 a.m.
Walking

7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

4 p.m. Bazaar
Meeting, FH

Pastor Jim

2020 Vacation Bible School
Cindy Beckmeyer and Julie Uhls, Nurture and Education/Discipleship Co-Chairs
Plans are underway to take VBS on-line this year. As COVID continues to change our plans for group
gatherings, this is a way to bring youth together for a time of Christian study and activities.
DATE: August 10th-14, 2020; Monday through Friday, time TBD

16
10:45am
Worship
5 p.m. White
Fragility Virtual
Meeting

ACTIVITIES: Monday is story day, Tuesday is Art, Wednesday is Snack, Thursday is the Imagination
Station and Friday is Games.

17
*
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
6:30 p.m. Ad Bd
Meeting

12
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

18

AGES: All ages, but activities will be directed toward elementary age children.
MATERIALS: Anyone living with in Callaway County will receive a supply packet delivered to their
doorstep. Those living outside of Callaway County will receive a supply list via email.

23
10:45am
Worship
5 p.m: WFM

Participants will be encouraged to post pictures and videos to the church Facebook page showing their
completed projects (Court St. United Methodist Church).
REGISTRATION: To register, please contact cindy@boydtitle.com with your child's name, age and address
if local, or email address if not local. There is no cost to participate.
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24
*
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

30
31

10-11 a.m.
Book Group
Gathering

26
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

27

2 p.m.
Food Pantry

2 p.m.
Baby Grace

29

Court Street Book Club Kicks off in August

Coping with COVID
As we see the days of COVID-19 stretching out before us, we are realizing it is going to be a long haul.
How do we cope? What give us strength? What can we lean on?
We asked some of our church team to reflect on this and share some of their ways of coping. Bible
verses, songs, and quotes soon arrived. We share them with you here in hopes they will be helpful and
meaningful to you.

Be Still My Soul
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
In every change he faithful will remain.
Be still my soul: thy best, thy heavenly friend
Through throny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul:
thy God doth undertake
To guide the future as he has the past,
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul:
the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.

Philippians 4:4-7
King James Version
4. Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I
say, Rejoice.
5. Let your moderation be know to all men.
The Lord is at hand.
6. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God.
7. And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.
__________________

Philippians 4
King James Version
12. I know both how to be abased,
and I know how to abound: every
where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

13. I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.

Philippian 4:4-7 has been my go-to scripture
for every challenge that I have faced (and
there have been many). Lighten your load of
anxiety by laying it at the feet of Jesus...and
leave it there. Don’t take it back.

You have to accept whatever
comes along and the only
important thing is that you meet
it with the best you have to give.
Eleanor Roosevelt
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In an effort to join forces with United Methodists
around the world to Dismantle
Racism we’re kicking off the
official Court Street Book Club
beginning with a study of White
Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for
White People to Talk About
Racism by Dr. Robin DiAngelo.
Rev. Rebecca will facilitate our
holy conversations each Sunday
evening in August from 5-6:30
p.m. via Zoom. The Zoom room
will open at 4:50 p.m. for casual
conversation.
As we embark on looking more
closely at our own fragility
Robin DiAngelo and Özlem Sensoy, co-authors of
the reading guide we will utilize, encourage us to

keep a few points in mind: “This book and its
arguments build on antiracism
scholarship and activism that
people of color have written for
generations. … Use this text as
the starting point—rather than
the ending point—to educate
yourself on racism. … The
primary goal for white people
working to understand racism
is not to learn how racism
impacts people of color. The
primary goal is to recognize
how the system of racism
shapes our lives, how we
uphold that system, and how
we might interrupt it. …the book…is primarily
focused on raising the consciousness and increasing
the cross-racial skills of white people.”

DiAngelo and Sensoy have blessed us with some
denial still benefits whites at the group
guiding principles as we read the book and
level, not people of color.
engage in holy conversations.
Racism goes beyond individual intentions to
A strong opinion is not the same as informed
collective group patterns.
knowledge.
We don’t have to be aware of racism in order
There is a difference between agreement and
for it to exist.
understanding.
Our racial position
When discussing
(whether we identify as
complex social and
white, a person of color, or
institutional
multiracial) will greatly
So that you might be prepared for each
dynamics such as
affect our ability to see
week we’ve provided a reading roadmap:
racism, consider
racism. For example, if we
whether “I don’t
Sun., Aug. 2
Forward through Chapter 2 swim against the “current”
agree” may
of racial privilege, it’s often
Sun., Aug. 9
Chapters 3-5
actually mean “I
easier to recognize, while
Sun., Aug. 16 Chapters 6-8
don’t understand.” Sun., Aug. 23 Chapters 9-11
it’s harder to recognize if
We have a deep
we swim with the current.
Sun., Aug. 30 Chapter 12 through
interest in denying
Putting our effort into
Resources for Continuing
the forms of
protecting rather than
Education
oppression that
expanding our current
benefit us. We
worldview prevents our
may also have an
intellectual and emotional
interest in denying forms of oppression
growth.
that harm us. For example, people of
We look forward to sharing in these vital
color can deny the existence of racism and
conversations with you. You can also tap into
even support its structures. This denial
denominational resources to #EndRacism at
may keep them from the penalties of
www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/advocating-forconfronting white people on racism.
justice/racial-justice/united-against-racism.
However, regardless of the reason, this
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