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R2 Note …

I

’ve long had a dream of being a baker of
bread. Nothing quite compares to a loaf of
fresh, hot bread. In seminary, a friend attempted
to teach me to make bread. We stood side by
side making
loaves of
rosemary olive
bread. I
matched her
moves, one
after the other.
As I watched
her, I
discovered that
baking bread is
an art. Her
kneading was
so graceful and
skilled while
mine was
rudimentary at
best. For her it
was an act of
love. For me it was the moment I came to know
that I lacked the patience for becoming a baker
of bread. Clayton assured me that my efforts
were not in vain. “It’s delicious!” he said as he
ate a piece of the warm buttered bread. I took
him at his word, first, because he’s an honest
man, and second, because not being a fan of
olives, I had no desire to actually eat the loaf I’d
crafted.
Perhaps my dream was nurtured in the womb of
my faith and the stories I’d heard from the time I
was a child. The Israelites, hungry and
wandering in the desert, feasted on manna,
God’s bread from heaven (Exodus 16). Jesus tells

us that he is the bread of life, “Whoever comes to me
will never be hungry and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty” (John 6:25, NRSV). Later, he would
transform the Passover meal. Holding up the bread
he encouraged the disciples to eat of it explaining,
“This is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19, NRSV). Bread, it
seems, isn’t just nourishment for life, it is a tangible
connection with
a God who
longs to feed
our bodies and
souls.
I was recently
reminded of
this as I
watched a
video of a
woman making
bread. She had
mixed all the
ingredients,
divided the
dough, covered
each of the
pieces, and
allowed them to rest and rise. After a time she placed
one of the dough balls onto a flour-dusted counter
and tested its readiness by pressing her thumb into the
ball. I was reminded of that long-ago lesson: if the
dough bounces back it is ready for the next step. I
don’t remember the rest of the video but I assume that
lump of dough was transformed into a tasty loaf. I
was more enamored by the long-forgotten lesson of
the bounce-back as a crucial component of a dough’s
readiness. It was ready to become a loaf when, under
pressure, it would bounce back into shape.
We might call this ability to bounce-back by another
name: resilience. Resiliency is about the ability of an
object to spring back into shape or the “capacity to
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recover quickly from difficulties; toughness” (Oxford Languages). Isn’t it the stories of resilience, of
triumph over tragedy, that capture our imaginations, uplift our hearts, stir our souls, and instill in us a
sense of possibilities? In hopes that they might teach us how we, too, might be resilient these are the
stories we crave when we doubt our own ability to bounce back as both individuals and organizations. I
admit that it’s easy to get caught up in the whirlwind of the struggles and challenges. Each of us can
create a long list of the pressures we face from the micro-level of our individual lives to the macro-level of
the world and all the levels in between. The whirlwind is powerful and threatens to keep us down with
sustained pressure. I have found that naming these struggles and challenges moves them from the
unknown to the known and thus empties them of their power. Once they are named we can take stock of
a few things, e.g. our gifts and skills, our resources both capital and human, our support system, our
willingness to adapt and tolerate change. From there we can craft a strategy for bouncing back. It may
sound simpler and quicker than it actually is. Just remember how that dough ball needed to rest before it
was ready. Resting takes time and patience.

719 Court St
Fulton, MO 65251
Return Service Requested

Nevertheless, as a people of faith the story of resiliency is woven into our DNA. It’s a part of who we are,
our identity. If we claim the name of Christ then resiliency is our inheritance. Every Sunday or Sabbath
Day is a celebration of this resiliency. But we call it by another name: Resurrection. When we are mired
in the struggles and the challenges let us remember who we are: beloved children of our God who makes
all things new, who resurrects. And, don’t ya know, when God is done creating and recreating, God
beholds this holy handiwork and proclaims it “Good!” God is actively involved in our bounce-back, our
resiliency, our resurrection. As Paul reminds us in his letter to the Romans, it’s a process laced with hope.
We even take pride in our problems, because we know that trouble produces endurance, endurance
produces character, and character produces hope. This hope doesn’t put us to shame, because the love of
God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
~ (Romans 5:3-5, CEB)
Dear Ones, we may be a long way from normal, from the time when we are all ready to be back together,
but be assured, God is with us enabling us to adapt, making us ready for a glorious bounce back. Until we
meet and again,
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Contact Info and Office Hours

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

Exciting New Upcoming Book Club!
We are currently in the process of putting together our next
book club. The book we will focus on for the next series is
How to be an Anti-Racist by Ibram X. Kendi. This is a wildly
popular text and we have selected it for our next series
because it will continue our exploration on how to become
better Christians advocating for justice and equality. We are
hoping to partner with Fulton bookstore “Well Read” and
order copies through them in order to support local
businesses. To do that we first need to know how many
copies we will need. The exact price of the book is not yet
known but will be in the $15-$20 range. If you are interested
in participating in this club please reach out to the office by
September 15th so we can put in a book order at Well Read.
The dates of the series are TBD. We are currently thinking it
will occur in October.
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To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
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transformation of the world.

Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday 9-5

Vision

Phone: 573-642-5721

We are an imperfect people learning to love

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak

wholeness through Jesus Christ.

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com

Staff

Phone: 573-416-4023

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor

Office hours: when available and by appointment

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

www.courtumc.org
www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist

Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m.
Check website and Facebook for updates.
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Notes from the Organ Bench

Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

I

Linda Rootes, Coordinator
August Statistics at a Glance
Households Served:
56 representing 120 members
Ages Represented:
8 children (0-4)
23 children (5-18)
58 adults (19-59)

31 seniors (60+)
General Food Pantry Donations:
3,303 pounds of food/supplies from the Food Bank
11 boxes, or 550 pounds of produce from Walmart
100 gallons of milk from Prairie Farms via Callaway
Cares

Photo: 50 food boxes packed for distribution fill
the Fellowship classroom tables

Work Crews: Tues = 8 Thurs =5, Fri = 5
Our Food Pantry @ Court Street receives many
items from the Food Bank of Central and Northeast MO. What could you add to help make summer meals more varied and nutritious? Foods
may be brought to the church or call Linda Rootes
for more information. The next Food Pantry Day is
Friday, September 18th.

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy, Coordinator

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

I am most grateful to my friend, The Rev. Bruce
Jeffries a retired UM Pastor for playing and doing
the vocals at Court
Street UMC on the
16th and 23rd when I
was taking a couple
of Sundays of
vacation. Bruce and
his wife The Rev.
Peggy Watts Jeffries
are long-time
friends, and like
Brenda and I, and
Revs. Rebecca and
Clayton are a
long-time clergy
couple.

need to say a word of thank you to all
of you who wished us a happy
anniversary, and me a
happy birthday, and also
a happy second
anniversary as your
Minister of Music this
month. I actually started
working with Court
Street UMC in February
of 2018 as volunteer
music coordinator filling
in for your former
organist/choir director,
but the SPRC made it
official as of the first of
August 2018.
August has a lot of
special dates for me,
with our wedding
anniversary (August 9),
and my birthday (August
30), my anniversary with
the church (August 1),
and my 5th anniversary
of playing at Saint James
UMC as well.

I will be glad to be
back with you on
August 30th, and
beginning a new fall
season of shared
faith.
Grace and Peace,
1.

Jim West, Minister of
Music

Wiley House Update
Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach & Witness
Co-Chair

2.

August 21, 2020 Report:: Families requesting
diapers = 19. Children represented = 29. Total
diapers distributed = 997
September 2020

Photo 1: Revs. Jim and Brenda West share their lovely yellow anniversary roses with Court Street UMC as the altar
flowers on Sunday, August 9th, their 46th anniversary.

We serve our next meal on Friday, September 25.
We encourage donations of paper products such
as toilet paper, paper towels, and tissues at this
time. We will deliver them on the 25th along with
the meal.
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Photo 2: Rev. Bruce Jeffries sharing his musical gifts with
CSUMC.
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Bazaar 2020 to Have New Look

Keep Up with CSUMC Online!

Diane Burre Ludwig, 2019 Bazaar Chair

Our 68th Christmas Bazaar is going to look a lot different! Last month we previewed many of the issues facing us
as we consider doing Bazaar on December 5 while trying to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic and the
accompanying safety issues.
After much discussion, lots of great ideas, and many safety concerns, we have developed a working plan. The
plan was taken to the Administrative Council on August 17 and they approved that we move forward at this time.
We will revisit the plans in mid-October for a full “GO,” if appropriate, depending on how the pandemic is
Impacting our area. We also realize that the Bazaar could still be cancelled later due to Covid concerns. We want
to keep our church and its guests safe, so we will do what is best.
At present, here is our working plan:
1, Bazaar time shortened to 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
2, No dining room or food served on site. Food will be prepared ahead in our kitchen and
pre-packaged for sale. Items include chili, vegetable soup, pimento cheese and turkey salad.
3, No foods cooked in homes will be sold, so no Cookies Buy the Pound or Panty Booth items.
We will also not have the Silent Auction or Woodworking Booth this year to utilize space for
other items. Mini-pies will be postponed until February or March.
4. We WILL have four booths with items for sale in the Fellowship Hall:
1. Christmas Booth
2. RADA Knives Booth
3. Gifts Galore Booth
4. Kitchen (pre-packaged foods only; may be pre-ordered)

We’re actively maintaining and updating our
website on a weekly basis in order to provide the
community with resources and information relevant to church happenings. Of particular interest
to folks during COVID-19 are the resources available under the “Virtual Worship & Groups” tab
on our home page. There you will find the worship guides for each Sunday service, links to our
YouTube channel, and a back catalog of resources for both Lenten and Easter 2020. Under
the “Give” tab you will be presented with a variety of ways to maintain your offering to the
church, including options for giving online,
through text, and, of course, by mail.
We have tried to make the website as accessible,
organized, and user-friendly as absolutely possible so that folks can get the information they
need, and get it fast.
Please visit us at courtumc.org

Seeking “Little Free Library” Book Donations
Bobby Mealy recently fixed CSUMC’s “Little
Free Library,” which is located at the back side of
the church near the rear entrance (pictured left).
The “Little Free Library” program is designed to
provide books of all varieties to local
community members through public donations.
Per their official website, the Little Free Library is
“a nonprofit organization that inspires a love of
reading, builds community, and sparks creativity
by fostering neighborhood book exchanges
around the world. “ CSUMC is now actively
participating in this fun and important project
and we are seeking your help! If you have any
books that you would like to donate to the
church, please let us know! We would love to
have as many books as possible to place in our
own “little library” over time, so that local
residents have access to lots of reading
materials. We thank you for your generosity!

These booths and items will be spread out throughout the room with monitors helping
to keep the shoppers moving.
5. We will need cashiers, booth workers, and will use Tally Cards.
6. All must wear masks and social distancing will be in effect. A limited number of people will be
allowed into the Fellowship Hall at one time and as some leave, others may come in. Number
to be determined by Health Department.
7. Bazaar items will be featured on church website, in newsletter and all social media. Pre-orders
can be made. Pickups in Fellowship Hall or through kitchen back door on Nichols Street will
allow for more sales and fewer people in the building.
8. Bazaar Sponsorships will again be $100 each and signs will be hung. Other giving options
may be considered to help with the church budget.
For those of you looking for projects to keep you busy at home, Cindy Beckmeyer says the best selling
items in the Gifts Galore booth are embroidered tea towels (HOT sellers), aprons, scarfs, hats, toys, and
gifts for kids. So turn on those creative juices and help Cindy out!
I have been asked to help with the event this year and am happy to co-chair it. I need someone to assist
me as we give this new version of the Bazaar a try, so if you are interested, give me a call or email.

For more information on the Little Library project,
please visit their official website at
littlefreelibrary.org

Looking forward to sharing some happy holidays adventures with all!!
Diane Burre Ludwig
642-4664
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Letters to the Church Community

September 2020 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

6
10:45am
Worship

7
Labor Day
E-Service
posted to
YouTube
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

8

Wednesday

Thursday

2
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

3

9
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

10
6:30 p.m.
COM meeting

Friday

Saturday

4
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

5

11
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

12

7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

Jan Finke and the women of the
Methodist Church,
Thank you all so much for providing lunch
after the service. It was so nice to sit
down for a meal with family and friends
to remember Gram. She loved being
involved in the church, and she would
have appreciated it. Our family has
felt so much love and support during
this difficult time and we thank you all
for your part in that,
Sincerely,
The Wickell family

13
10:45am
Worship

14
E-Service
posted to
YouTube

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

15
16
11:30 a.m. Food 8:30 a.m.
Bank Pickup
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

17
1 p.m. Walmart
pickup

7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

18
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
2 p.m.
Food Pantry
2 p.m.

19

Dear Court Street United Methodist Church,
Thank you for choosing me as the Vince and Lola Watson scholarship
recipient. I am currently preparing for school, and start classes in a couple
weeks. Your investment in my future will not be wasted. I look forward to attending one of your services.

Baby Grace

Thanks again and God bless,
Sierra Barker

20
10:45am
Worship

21
E-Service
posted to
YouTube

22

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
6:30 p.m. Ad Bd
Meeting
27
10:45am
Worship

28
E-Service
posted to
YouTube
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

23
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

24

25
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

26
Dear Church Members,
I am only allowed out to doctor appointments right now, with what is happening. I am
not allowed to go shopping for craft supplies or other things. I am keeping everyone in
my prayers. I can meet in the parking lot to talk, and standing six feet apart. I am
doing my best to keep busy, crocheting or sewing on some simple projects, and watching
some TV There are eight men and only two of us women at this facility thus far.
Everyone stays pretty much to themselves in their own rooms. We do have some

29

30
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

smokers, and they go out on the back patio. Just about everyone has a TV or they sit in

7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

Bonnie J. Dixon

the activities room or front room for certain programs, etc.
Everyone take care and peace be with you all, as the holidays and school draw near.
May God be with each and every one of you.
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Letter from Breezy

Kindom: 2020 Missouri Annual Conference

Greetings all,

Reverend Rebecca, Reverend Clayton and
Deana Ready attended the 2020 Missouri
Annual Conference on Saturday, August 22.
The 204th conference premiered the first
virtual conference reviewing the
accomplishments of the past year and
planning our path for 2021.

It may come like a thunder bolt, loud
and unexpected or quietly and slow as a snail’s
pace. Fae Chirmside (many of you remember
her) told me often, “change is inevitable but
how you deal with it is an individual option.”
You may embrace it and incorporate it into
your life or you may resist it vigorously. It may

make you feel helpless and thus find you are
unable to confront it or it may challenge you as you struggle to accept it. Think
of the many areas of change—technology, economic circumstances, health
issues, personal relationships—oh so many ways. So what do we do? Let’s look at
the Bible for some guidance.
Jesus tells us “don’t worry about tomorrow; there are enough worries for
today.” Don’t project your worries into the future. Why? Because God cares for us.
Aren’t we as important as the sparrow? Jesus says “I have given you a NEW
commandment—a better one: Love one another! Do not be overcome by evil but
overcome evil with good.”

There is a very old hymn entitled “Abide with Me.” It is an acknowledgement of uncertainty but also an affirmation of God’s certainty. Some of the words
of this hymn could be used as a prayer. Here are the words I find most assuring
from the hymn: “Change and decay in all the world I see, Oh Thou who changes
not, abide with me” May God abide with you as we go through this challenging
time of change.
Love to all,
Mary Beth Wimp aka Breezy

New Fall Office Hours
Starting on the 24th our offices will be
open to the public on Wednesdays and
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Feel free to
come by for a visit during those times,
but we do ask that you wear a mask at all
times while in the building (including the
sanctuary, lobby, and main office), as well
as maintain social distancing.

Include,
Inspire,
Invite—
Welcome to
the 2020
Missouri
Annual
Conference:
KINDOM.
Marsha West
Eichler,
Sessions
Team Chair
reminds us
that “we are
not an
isolated
people. It is
our goal to
live out God’s
original intent to live in an inclusive world.
That’s God’s original plan. The human
condition, socioeconomic and cultural
differences encourage us to live in isolation.
Through the relational ministries of our
denomination we are striving to create an
ideal community of mutual grace, humility
and service where all are included, where we
inspire one another to live Christ-centered
lives and where we invite others. Everyone
is welcome in this community. Each person
plays a vital role.”

Prior to the actual conference date, we had the
opportunity to view presentations reviewing the
many relational ministries in which we are
involved. You may also watch these presentations
by going to www.vimeo.com/channels/moac20.
They provide you the opportunity to see our
denomination in action as we strive to be a part of
the KINDOM.
We found them
inspirational
and
heart-warming
as they remind
us that CSUMC
is an important
member of the
family striving
to improve
poverty and
bring others to
know Christ.
Reverend
Rebecca is now
a member
At-Large of the
Mission
Council serving
as the Annual Conference Secretary for the next
quadrennium.
The financial report indicates a reduction in the
Conference budget which may be reflected in the
2021 apportionments for some congregations.
This leaves funds in congregations for local
ministries. The Annual Conference building will be
paid in full by the end of 2020 saving the
Conference on any future payments
We are reminded that we are facing many
challenges and that we must continue to be
creative in our approaches to be inclusive,
inspirational and inviting as we strive to enlarge
our “kindom” in our communities.

include ● invite ● inspire

We appreciate your cooperation!
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