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R2 Note

C

onsider What You Can Control …
Sometimes it feels as though among
the greatest losses of the pandemic is
our sense of control. I can vote but I
cannot control the larger political dialogue, if it
can be called a dialogue, happening in our
culture. I can wear a mask as a reminder that I
love and care about my neighbor, as an act of
fulfilling the Greatest Commandment, but I
cannot control the mask-wearing of others. We
can control our communication with insurance
regarding the impact of a
lightening strike but we cannot
control the response time of the
Tech Loss department. We can
make decisions regarding a tech
upgrade to get us online for
worship and training a team to
“run the show” but we cannot
control whether the tech will
actually work. What might you
add to the laundry list? The
perception and reality of being out of control
frustrates me. I don’t consider myself a
control-freak, which may or may not cause
others to giggle. Yet I admit to taking my
exasperation to God. We’ve had some
delightful holy conversations about all these
things, God and me. That’s usually when the
Spirit speaks specific words into my heart and
mind: be adaptive, be flexible, GRACE, breathe,
remember God’s steadfast love, do not be
afraid, you are Beloved, consider what you can
control. Yes, sometimes the Spirit sounds like a
well-seasoned therapist.
It's that last bit of advice that’s stuck with me:
Consider what I can control. What I can control
is my ability to take care of myself in a season
that’s full of challenge. I began working once
again with a WEB-MD health coach through my
insurance plan and requested that I have the

same coach for each call. Consistency and
relationship matter. We established some health
goals: exercise and accountability. I engaged an
accountability partner and began working out again
at home. It wasn’t long before I realized how much
I miss training in a gym and lifting heavy things. I
have been forced to process the lingering grief I
have at being forced to retire from powerlifting
because of neurological limitations. It feels as
though my body has betrayed me—it’s just another
thing I cannot control, something I love that I
cannot do. Once I named and took the time to
process my grief I began to understand that
perhaps I have more control
than I realize. I simply need to
shift my thinking. Anne
Lamott once said, “It’s good to
do uncomfortable things. It’s
weight training for life.”
Sometimes shifting our thinking is the uncomfortable thing
we need to do. I may be
limited in how much I’m able
to lift but I can certainly still lift
heavy things. I just need to reach out to someone
with more experience to help me do this
uncomfortable thing. And so, I’ve once again
engaged the expertise of a personal trainer to help
me take control of my health. You’ll now find me in
the mission field at a very uncrowded gym three
days a week wearing a mask, sweating up a storm,
looking very unglamorous, keeping my distance,
carrying a bottle of disinfectant and a towel to wipe
everything down before and after. I am discovering
that when I focus on the things I can control I not
only worry less but also waste much less energy on
what I cannot control. The payoff is that I am much
more aware of God’s presence and more ready to
actually release to God all the things, those both in
and out of my control. Perhaps you’ll join me in
considering what you can control. Until we meet
and again,
May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

Notes from the Organ Bench
Court Street United Methodist Church

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music
The Worship Team met last week to discuss both
All Saints Day and our upcoming Advent
Worship Series. I am excited about the
possibilities for music.

early evening with Luminaries spacing us out in a
socially distanced way. The recording will be used
during the season of Advent and the first Sunday
of Christmastide. It will be traditional carols, with
some new words and while there will be one
socially distanced rehearsal at 3 p.m. that
afternoon it won't be difficult music and tunes you
already will know. The Church will be purchasing
special singers masks which will be yours to keep.
If you would like to join us please let me know as
soon as you can and I will get the music to you.

719 Court St
Fulton, MO 65251
Return Service Requested

The time line for that day is:

On November 14th we are putting together
a caroling choir to be recorded for our Advent
worship series, We are going to gather on the
church steps in the half light of late afternoon to

3 p.m. : gather in the sanctuary for a socially
distanced and masked rehearsal
4 p.m.: record the music in the sanctuary
4:30 p.m.: gather on the church steps outside
to record the video of our singing.
Grace and Peace
Jim West Minister of Music
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The youth at The Rock recently invaded
the Fellowship Hall to walk the labyrinth.
Unlike a maze, one cannot get lost in a
labyrinth. One walks into and through the
path of the labyrinth to the center and
back out again. It sounds simple. Yet this
ancient spiritual practice has deep
meaning. There is no wrong way to walk
the labyrinth. Your way is the right way.
On this particular Sunday night Rev.

Contact Info and Office Hours

Rebecca shared Isaiah 30:21, “And when you turn to the
right or when you turn to the left, your ears shall hear a
word behind you saying, this is the way, walk it.” As they
walked, they were invited to ponder how willing they are
to trust a winding way to lead them where they need to
go. What is God’s presence on the labyrinth teaching
them about the way they should go. The 24’ canvas
labyrinth is the property of The Missouri Annual
Conference. It can be borrowed for retreats and events.
If you are interested in walking a labyrinth you’ll find a
public labyrinth in the northwest corner of the Boone
Medical Group Central parking lot.
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Court Street UMC

Mission

719 Court St

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the

Fulton, MO 65251

transformation of the world.

Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday 9-5

Vision

Phone: 573-642-5721

We are an imperfect people learning to love

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak

wholeness through Jesus Christ.

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com

Staff

Phone: 573-416-4023

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor

Office hours: when available and by appointment

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

www.courtumc.org
www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist

Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m.
Check website and Facebook for updates.

Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

Together for JOY Stewardship Campaign
Diane Burre Ludwig and Linda Rootes, Co-Chairs

Linda Rootes, Coordinator
September Statistics at a Glance

"If you fail to plan, you are planning to fail."
Benjamin Franklin

Households Served:

Many versions of that saying are
still around - - and all
meaningful! Methodists do not
fail to plan! Thus we always
have many missions, activities
and programs going. Fall is
typically ‘planning time for the
coming year’ and Court Street
UMC is no different. However,
after the events of 2020 and the
pandemic, we now know NO
amount of planning can
completely prepare us. Only
God can get us through the
tough times. We all have stories
of witness and hope to share.

71 representing 168 members
Ages Represented:
9 children (0-4)
39 children (5-18)
84 adults (19-59)
36 seniors (60+)

General Food Pantry Donations:
No food from Walmart this month.
3,000 pounds of food and supplies from Food Bank.
Thanks to Ken Neimeyer for taking his truck and
trailer to Kingdom City to pick up the USDA Farmers
to Families food boxes.
Thanks to St. Peters Knights of Columbus for storing
frozen foods we could not accommodate.
Work Crews:
Friday, 10/9: 3 | Tuesday, 10/13: 10 | Thursday,
10/15: 5 | Friday, 10/16: 7
Food Boxes - During October the Food Pantry @
Court Street received 150 Food Boxes of 30-pounds
each from the USDA through the Farmers to
Families program. This program supplies food
boxes of fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy products,
and meat. Distributors package these products into
family-sized boxes, then transport them to food
banks, community and faith-based organizations,
and other non-profits serving Americans in need.

New Equipment Donated – Our Food Pantry is
growing and was needing more freezer and cooling
space. Then came a call stating that Hong Kong
Market in Columbia .was moving and had freezers,
coolers, and shelving to donate. Quick work and a
few days later, we have one new (to us) freezer and
one cooler plus shelving for storage. MANY
THANKS to Hong Kong Market for their
community-minded generosity and concern for
those needing food.

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy, Coordinator

As Methodists, we believe in stewardship, a process
of wisely taking care of valuable resources, and
helping them to flourish. As Methodists, we know
we are not just looking at ways to ‘pay the bills and
keep the lights on,’ we are looking inward for how

Trustees Report

Chuck Hughes and Paul McCormack,
Co-Chairs
Trustees have been extra busy since
lightning struck the church in late August
damaging some of our electronics including
the organ and pipes, the electric keyboard
and one of our sanctuary video monitors. An
insurance claim has been filed with initial
approval for a new keyboard and video
monitor. Additional inspections are needed
on the organ and pipes before decisions can
be made.
Trustees are also overseeing work at the
parsonage for exterior maintenance and new
flooring. Outside lighting at the church is
being upgraded to LED lights.

In October:
1000 diapers distributed and
13 families were seen

we are being called to personally steward our share
of the mission. How can we grow personally from
this stewardship?
You have now received your
‘Stewardship packet” in the
mail. Please be reflecting and
praying about your commitment for 2021 to Court Street
United Methodist Church. We
will gather on Sunday,
November 8, 2020 to present
our personal Stewardship
Pledge, receive a blessing, and
share with our church family in
special music and celebration.
With many not able to join our
in-person services right now,
we encourage those
individuals to mail/deliver your pledge card to the
church prior to November 5, so all pledges may be
blessed on November 8.
If you have questions or need more information,
please contact Diane Ludwig or Linda Rootes.

Reconciling Ministries
Network (RMN)

Deana Ready and Charlie Riley, Co-Chairs
As our congregation continues to take steps to
become a “reconciling church” through the
Reconciling Ministry Network the following
welcoming statement will be presented to our
congregation for approval.
Our faith community celebrates our human family’s
diversity. We welcome people of all ages, races and
ethnicities, gender identities, sexual orientations,
physical and mental abilities, faith traditions,
education levels, economic means and family
structures. We acknowledge that we live in a world
of profound social, economic, and political
inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit
ourselves to pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in
solidarity with all who are marginalized and
oppressed. We invite you to join us on our journey
of faith towards building God’s kindom.
Please watch for additional information mailed to
you to allow you the opportunity to express your
support or concerns related to this activity.
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Advent & Christmas @ Court Street UMC
This year brings some unique challenges for
worship. Dr. Marcia
McFee writes, “The
history of humanity is
fraught with pain–
especially the pain that
comes accompanied by
fear and leads to
oppression and violence
of one people against
another. This is the
world into which Jesus
was born and through
which his teachings would challenge and call for
transformation. The opening words of an
anonymous Jewish poet, ‘I believe in the sun, even
when the sun is not shining,’ were scrawled on a
wall during the Holocaust. This theme song for our
season calls us to examine our penchant for
annihilating fear by annihilating each other. The
power of narrative and music will call us to a
different response– transformation and
reconciliation through hope, love, joy, and peace.
This Advent and Christmas, let us fill the night with
music and light and affirm and act on the reasons
why we can still ‘believe, even when’ we are
discouraged.”

This year we will do a new thing. Though your
Worship Team is still
making plans for this
season, trust that we are
planning to make it special
for everyone, whether you
worship in-person or
virtually. Our Hanging of
the Greens is scheduled to
begin after church on
Sunday, November 22,
2020. If you will be joining
us we encourage you to
wear a mask. We are planning to maintain physical
distancing even as we transform the sanctuary.
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29, 2020. We
are currently planning to have the sanctuary open
on Christmas Eve for those families who have been
unable to be in the sanctuary since the beginning of
the pandemic. We also plan to have both a 7 p.m.
and 11 p.m. worship gathering on Christmas Eve.
Our hope is that both gatherings will be both
in-person and live-streamed. We will celebrate
communion at each worship gathering in the style
to which we have become accustomed. There will
be more detailed information in the December 2020
Newsletter. We are excited about our plans. And
Rev. Jim West has something up his sleeve
regarding the music for the season.

Hanging of the Greens
Barbara Rueter, Chair

Time to Deck the Halls! Help us transform the
sanctuary on Sunday afternoon, November 22,
2020 into its holiday best. Decorating will start
immediately after church. Just like home, it starts
with a mess and ends picture perfect.
See you there! Masks needed.

2020 Poinsettias
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic CSUMC will not
be taking orders for poinsettias for the 2020
holiday season. We anticipate lower attendance
for our services—Christmas and otherwise—this
winter season because of the virus, and after much
consideration, we feel it more practical to
temporarily suspend orders this year. The church
will be purchasing two large poinsettias for the
sanctuary from McIntire’s florist, so there will still
be some our congregation can enjoy.

Newsletter Holiday
Schedules

Crop Walk Report

Mary Ann Echelmeier, Mission and Outreach
What a beautiful day we had at the Crop Walk for
hunger. On Sunday, October 13th What we
lacked in numbers, we made up for in spirit. Thank
you to our walkers: Bobby and Linda Mealy, Matt
Branch, and Parker and Mary Ann Echelmeier. A
special thanks for all the donations from our
church family, from my neighborhood, and my
family. Court Street UMC was blessed to be able to
donate $1,212. Overall, the event total is pending
but already over $6,000. This will go a long way to
help our Senior Center and Meals on Wheels in
Callaway County, as well as Church World Service
to help provide clean water and food to struggling
countries around the world. Thank you again from
your Mission and Outreach committee.

The December newsletter will arrive near
December 7th due the Thanksgiving holiday and to
allow us to highlight the Bazaar. January
newsletter will be compiled right after Christmas
and mailed in early January.

World Communion
Sunday Update
We are very happy to report that our members
donated a total of $175 this year’s World Communion Sunday. Many thanks to all those who generously made an offering!

Photo: Parker and other walkers participating
in the Crop Walk on October 13th.
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The Christmas Booth
Needs Your Help
Barb Rueter, Mallory Rueter
and Linda Mealy, Chairs

With reduced booths this year, a major
spotlight will be on our many Christmas
decorations, so please help us to have LOTS
of them to sell. During November, we’ll be
doing crafting and ‘refreshing’ of holiday
items. Do you have Christmas things to donate that needs a facelift or holiday makeover? Want to learn to make ornaments or
centerpieces? Join Barb in the craft room in
the Education building each Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Everything
you’ll need for crafting is available. You’ll be
glad you did!
Be watching the Callaway Bank windows
starting in mid-November for a preview of
the lovely items for our Bazaar 2020.

Letter from Breezy
Answers to hymn titles from October letter from
Breezy:
1. To God be the Glory
2. How Great Thou Art
3. I’m Pressing on the Upward Way
4. Amazing Grace
5. In the Sweet By and By
6. Count Your Blessings

2020 Church Conference and New Church Officers for 2021
The 2020 Church Conference was held on Saturday October 10. The theme of the virtual conference
reinforced the annual conference goals of relationships (KINdom) to include, inspire and invite others to
share in the United Methodist Church organization as we strive to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. Those in attendance from CSUMC of this conference were Reverend
Rebecca, Reverend Clayton Peak, Linda Mealy, Linda Roots, and Deana Ready.
The conference activities approved the following reports from Court Street United Methodist Church:
2021 Nominations Report, 2021 Officer Contact information, Report of the Board of Trustees, Care of
Members Report, Certified Lay Servant Report, and the Staff-Parish Relations Committee Report.
Information regarding these reports is available in the church office.

7. He Hideth my Soul

Court Street UMC 2021 Local Church Officials

8. Oh Then to the Rock Let Me Fly

Pastor: Reverend Rebecca Dunger Peak
Administrative Board

9. When the Roll is Called Up Yonder
10.Whispering Hope

Administrative Assistant: Michael Brewer

Some but not all of these are in the Methodist

Pastor-Parish Relations Committee Specialists: Les Hudson and Barb Rueter

hymnal if you want to read the entire song.

Trustees Specialists: Chuck Hughes and Bobby Mealy

Make a joyful noise to the Lord!
Happy Thanksgiving. Joy and love to all

Finance Team: Linda Rootes (treas.) and Diane Ludwig

Mary Beth aka Breezy

Finance Secretary: Charlie James
Lay Member to Annual Conference: Deana Ready

Gifts Galore Work Night – Wednesday Nov 4

Lay Leader: Linda Mealy

Cindy Beckmeyer and Linda Williams, Co-Chairs

Holiday Greetings! – Christmas Card Ministry

Have some costume jewelry that needs a new life? A
single earring with no mate? Old jewelry that is
broken? We are making Jewelry Christmas Trees and
your items will be perfect! Cindy made several of
these before and they really sell well. Jewels/beads
from the jewelry are mixed and matched and shaped
into Christmas trees on a lovely fabric backing and
then framed.

Linda Williams, Chair

This year’s Christmas Card Ministry will begin Sunday, November 29, 2020! We ask you to prepare
cards for the people on our list on the “Church Care Ministry” (page 10), then ADD five (5) more names
of our church people you want to send a smile and warm message to (see church directory for
addresses). We will be collecting Christmas
cards through Sunday, December 20. Please
join us in sending special Christmas greetings
Our Outreach team is in need of birthday cards to
to the folks near and dear to our hearts.
send. If you can supply a box or two, or even a
Specially prepared bags for those unable to
few, please drop them by the church office.
worship with us each Sunday will be in the

Birthday Cards Needed

Join us on Wednesday, November 4, 2020, from 6:008:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your old
jewelry, your creativity, your enthusiasm, your mask,
and join the fun!

Lobby area. OR bring or mail your cards to the
church to arrive by December 18.

Linda Williams, Outreach & Hospitality Co-Chair

Cards will be available for you in the church
lobby to take home to write special Christmas
messages of love, peace and blessings for the Christmas season. Join our congregation as we send a
message of the gladness of Christmas, which is hope; the spirit of Christmas, which is peace; and the
heart of Christmas, which is love, to our special friends near and far.

IF you have any of the following, also please bring:
needle nose pliers, wire cutters, E6000 glue, picture
frames (8x10, 5x7, ovals, unusual shapes), silk
material, and of course, old jewelry. We will have
these items there, but extras are always nice.

Of course, if you would rather embrace our loved ones by sending cards directly to them through the
mail, please, do so! Messages of love during this season will bring about much joy and happiness! If
you have donations of Christmas cards for this ministry, please drop them by the Church office by
November 22, 2020! Thanks for your generosity in making this mission project such a blessing!

With fewer booths this year, we really need LOTS of
creative items, so come help us make some of these
‘best sellers!’
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2020 Christmas Bazaar Leaders

The 68th Annual Christmas Bazaar
“A Season of Grace and Hope”
Saturday, December 5, 2020
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Plans are still underway for our 68th annual
only be open from 9:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. on
Christmas Bazaar. While COVID-19 remains an
Saturday, December 5th. This reduces the time our
issue, we are striving to keep all safety protocols in volunteers need to work and since we have no
place as we move forward. Should COVID
dining on site, people will not be staying as long.
conditions worsen in late November, we may still
To be as safe as possible, we are offering NO home
have to cancel the
-baked products, so no
Bazaar, but for now, we
Pantry Booth or Cookies
Food Pre-Orders Welcome
are ‘all systems GO!’
Buy the Pound this year
Many thanks to the
and no pies or cakes for
Reserve your favorites for pick-up on Bazaar Day.
committee chairs who
desserts. Mini-pie
have stepped forward
making is planned for
Vegetable Soup / Chili
$8.00/quart
again to head up
February or March if
various segments of the
COVID conditions allow.
Turkey Salad Prices to be announced
Bazaar and to others
who have agreed to
With only 34 days left,
Pimento Cheese Prices to be announced
take on new tasks since
we still have a busy
(no sandwiches, filling only)
their traditional area is
November ahead!
not active this year.
Booth needs are listed
To pre-order, call Diane Ludwig at 573-642-4664
here and crafts work
Our theme of ‘A
times are noted in a
Season of Grace and Hope’ was chosen by our
separate article. Booth Sponsorships are still
Bazaar Committee to help reflect the challenging
available and we hope to honor many people this
year we have had - - - one that has taken a great
year - - even though all the booths are not active,
deal of grace and hope to survive. We know better ALL booths/events may be sponsored. Forms are
days are ahead and we hope the Bazaar will be a
in the lobby of the church or contact me for one.
mini-celebration in the middle of this ongoing
pandemic. This is a scaled-back Bazaar as we will
Booths with merchandise this year are greatly reduced to keep people safe. Here is our list of active
booths:
Christmas Booth
Kitchen (chili, vegetable soup, turkey salad and pimento cheese; pre-packaged only)
Gifts Galore Booth
Knives Plus Booth (Special note: Flora Delle Clayton is retiring to ‘honorary chair’ of
the booth. She will be 102 on December 7, just after the Bazaar)
Please get your items to the church on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, December 2nd, 3rd or
4th. We will be there from NOON to 7:00 p.m. each of those day to receive things.
NEW this year is the ON-LINE Showcase. This will allow us to photograph items and post them on
our Bazaar section of our church website and Facebook page. We need at least 3-4 days advance
planning to photograph and post items properly, so do work with the booth chairs to get your things
to them in a timely manner. We plan to do our regular general ads in the Fulton Sun, showcase items
in the Callaway Bank Court Street window, do lots of Facebook postings and website sharing.

Booth

Booth Description

Christmas Booth

Holiday decorations, wreaths,
centerpieces, ornaments, and all
things Christmas!
Big knives, paring knives, and all
sizes in between - - sharp and shiny!
Kitchen utensils deluxe. Treat yourself to some new ones!
Aprons, embroidered tea towels,
kitchen and bath items, afghans,
jewelry, stocking stuffers, kids items,
and special treats!
Welcome everyone; give them Tally
card; assist as needed
Prepare chili and vegetable soup
and sandwich fillings day ahead; do
on-site sales of pre-packaged items
Each booth is sponsored for $100;
each in memory of or in honor of a
person or event
Promote to area newspapers, Chamber of Commerce, website, Facebook, do ads, decorate bank window etc.
Photograph and post items from
Christmas Booth and Gifts Galore
for marketing and/or PRESALE on
church website
Take money and credit cards for
meals and merchandise

Knives Plus Booth

Gifts Galore Booth

Greeters
Kitchen
Sponsorships
PR / Marketing

On-Line Showcase

Cashiers

Mona Bartley
Kratzer Family
Cindy Beckmeyer
Linda Williams

573-642-3934
573-301-1852
573-642-0094
573-642-8253

Rev. Rebecca and
helpers
Bobby Mealy
Linda Mealy

573-416-4023

Diane Ludwig

573-642-4664

Diane Ludwig
Mick Brewer

573-642-4664
573-642-5721
(Church Office)

Mick Brewer

573-642-5721
(Church Office)

Les Hudson
Rev Jim West
Mike Kratzer
Linda Rootes

573-642-6219

Honorary Chair

(and helpers)

Handle the money; pay bills

Tally Room

Collect, count and record all sales
from Tally cards on Excel
spreadsheet
Clean up and put things away

Rev. Clayton Peak

Keep us all focused on the reason
for the season

Rev Rebecca

Cleanup
Spiritual Leader

573-642-1054
573-220-8835

573-489-3157

(after the event)

ALL
573-416-4023

NOTE: Even though some booths/events are not active this year, ALL are available for
sponsorships and ALL sponsored signs will be hung in the Fellowship Hall.

Booth Sponsorships $100 Each
(2 sponsors per booth allowed; number reflects sponsorships available)
The Christmas Booth (1)
Cookies Buy the Pound Booth (1)
What Am I Bid? Silent Auction (2)
Knives Plus Booth (1)
Woodworking Booth (1)
Gifts Galore Booth (2)
Pantry Booth (1)
On-Line Showcase (2)

Please contact the Booth and Activity chairs listed here and let them know what you plan to bring or
how you plan to help. We realize not all church members will want to attend as this is a public event,
so do what you are comfortable with. We will all work together, each in our own way, to share this
Season of Grace and Hope with all of our community. Stay SAFE!

Special Sponsorships $100 Each
(2 sponsors per area allowed)
Breakfast Meal (2)
Pies and Desserts Table (1)
Lunch Meal (2)
Greeters Sponsor (2)
Kitchen Sponsor (2)
Tally Room Sponsor (1)
Cashiers Sponsor (2)
Cleanup Sponsor (2)

Diane Burre Ludwig, Bazaar, Chair, 642-4664 or DBLudwig22@aol.com
Court Street UMC

Contact
Information
573-642-1054
573-642-7080
573-220-6748

Bazaar Treasurer

Our good neighbors across the street, First Presbyterian Church, are again holding their Fair Trade
Market and we will be cross-promoting each other’s events.
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Booth
Coordinators
Linda Mealy
Barbara Rueter
Mallory Rueter
Flora Delle Clayton,

Sponsorship Forms are on the tables in the church entrance or call/email Diane
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