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R2 Note

O

ne of the features of the YouVersion
app that I quite like is the daily
scripture reading
and accompanying
art. I’m often
inspired to quickly
journal about the
passage and share
it on both my
Instagram and
Facebook pages.
Here are two that
have captured my
heart and
imagination.
In this verse I hear
the echo of my
baptismal vow to
resist evil, injustice,
and oppression in
whatever forms
they present
themselves. Yet
the verse adds an
important
ingredient: the
"How." Paul isn't mincing words. His language
isn't wishy-washy. Overcoming evil with good
isn't an option or something we do only when
we feel like it. It's a command. To fully live into
this verse has liberation power, to bring freedom and release to others. Ultimately the verse
is other-oriented. It has the power to transform
lives, families, communities, and even the world.
Paul wasn't saying anything new. In his

command we hear the echo of the prophet Micah
who tells us that the LORD requires us to do justice,
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.
(Micah 6:8)
Overcoming evil with good doesn't need to be
overwhelming.
In fact, it can be
quite simple. As
we live out the
"how" of this
verse we can
look to John
Wesley, the
founder of a
People Called
Methodist, for
some words of
wisdom. He said:
"Do all the good
you can,
By all the means
you can,
In all the ways
you can,
In all the places
you can,

At all the times
you can,
To all the people
you can,
As long as ever
you can."
Friends, today may you be empowered to overcome
evil with good so that others will know God's great
love for them.
Continued on page 2.
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fully admit that I sometimes have anxious
thoughts. Rarely have I invited God into them.
I've clung to them as if they are cordoned off from
anything God can know. They are my secret to
keep. Perhaps what makes the thoughts anxious is
the mistaken belief that I must carry them on my
own, as if they're MY cross to bear, MY thorn in the
flesh. This verse, from my favorite Psalm, invites me
to re-frame those limiting beliefs. If I invite God
to know them with me then those anxious
thoughts lose their power. If I invite God to know
them perhaps God will speak into me, breathe into
me a less anxious reality. If I invite God to know
them there is liberation and release. And isn't that
Good News? Until we meet again,
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May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

Together for JOY Stewardship Campaign
Diane Burre Ludwig and Linda Rootes, Co-Chairs

October will be our time of reflection for our annual
stewardship campaign. This year we will not have a
planning meeting and luncheon, no special speakers, and
no wrap-up meal. With COVID-19 still restricting our
gatherings, it was felt a safer approach needed to be
taken.
In early October, you will receive your stewardship
packet, pledge card and guidance for our process this
year. The theme is ‘Together for JOY.’ We all have many
blessings in our lives and this will be a time to name and
honor them. Rev. Rebecca will have related messages
for us on October 11, 18 and 25.
Our church is facing many new and different challenges/
opportunities each day and week. As a congregation, we
need to do our part. Start now to reflect on your
personal stewardship for the coming year and join in our
celebration as
we stand TOGETHER FOR JOY.
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Contact Info and Office Hours
Court Street UMC

Mission

719 Court St

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the

Fulton, MO 65251

transformation of the world.

Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday 9-5

Vision

Phone: 573-642-5721

We are an imperfect people learning to love

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak

wholeness through Jesus Christ.

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com

Staff

Phone: 573-416-4023

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor

Office hours: when available and by appointment

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

www.courtumc.org
www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist

Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m.
Check website and Facebook for updates.

Page 2

Court Street UMC

Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

T

Linda Rootes, Coordinator
September Statistics at a Glance
Households Served:
Ages Represented:
4 children (0-4)
16 children (5-18)
55 adults (19-59)

28 seniors (60+)

Kawai the maker of the now defunct keyboard, no
longer makes that type of instrument so as the
one who spends the most time with them, I
sought out others that would do at least what the
Kawai did. I looked at several brands and have
found one that I believe will be a worthy
replacement. The Insurance company will need to
send us a check before we can purchase it but I do
believe everyone will be happy to have it.

General Food Pantry Donations:
2,893 pounds of food/supplies from the Food Bank
10 boxes, or 500 pounds of produce from Walmart
Work Crews: Tues = 8 Thurs =5, Fri = 5

Linda Mealy, Coordinator

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

he Notes from the Organ are somewhat
dampened right now. The lightning
strike that damaged the projection system, and
the elevator, and took out the Digital Keyboard
has also damaged our magnificent organ. It is
playable but only just, and is going to have to
have considerable repair if not out right
replacement. All that will depend on the
insurance company at this point.

52 representing 103 members

Baby Grace

Notes from the Organ Bench

I told someone it will do everything but spread
out "dinner on the ground"
I enjoy my time, so much with the music program
of the Court Street United Methodist Church and
am so blessed to be...
Your Minister of Music
The Rev. Jim West

Letter from Breezy

Wiley House Update

Greetings to all. This month let’s focus on music. Music has been such an integral part of our church and our
faith for centuries from the classical (“Handel’s Messiah”) to the traditional hymns of faith, to the spirituals, to
the Stamps-Baxter quartet and song books, and to the modern songs. Music is uplifting and positive and
certainly we need it in these times. Do you remember the “singing all day and dinner on the ground” events of
earlier times? Particularly in rural America.

Mary Ann Echelmeier,
Outreach & Witness

Now, here is a memory test for you. I will give you a line from a hymn and you can see if you remember the
title or other lines. No scores, no grades. Just have fun with it.

In September:
1300 diapers dispensed
8 families were seen
14 children received diapers

On Friday, September 25 we provided the
meal for Wiley House. We served vegetable
beef soup with cornbread and a relish plate.
We also brought coffee, paper products,
bowls, spoons, plates and paper towels.
We also donated canned goods to the Senior
Center this month.
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•

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, great things he has done.

•

Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee.

•

Lord lift me up and let me stand on heaven’s table land.

•

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come.

•

There’s a land that is fairer than day and by faith we can see it afar”

•

When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed. When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost.

•

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock and shelters me there with his wings.

•

Oh then to the rock, let me fly, the rock that is higher than I.

•

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time will be no more.

•

Soft as the voice of an angel.

Note: Answers will be in next month’s issue. My closing advice—sing, people, sing. Sing to the Lord. Love and
blessings to all.
Mary Beth Wimp aka Breezy
October 2020
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Letters to the Church Community

Annual Church Conference Goes Virtual
Our annual Church Conference is set for 10 a.m. to et of material for you. Packets will be ready to pick
Noon on Saturday, October 10. All elected leaders up on Friday, October 9. If you’ll be joining us in
are invited to attend. We will approve the various person your packet will be available at the
reports that
Conference.
have been
Join Zoom
carefully
Meeting at
prepared
this link (type
and share in
the address
a time of
into your web
learning
browser):
with other
congregations in our
hub
network.
We will gather via Zoom. You can also join via
conference call. Rev. Rebecca will have a zoom
conference set up at the church. If you plan to
attend please notify the office by Wednesday,
October 7 at Noon so that we can prepare a pack-

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84272643187
Meeting ID: 842 7264 3187
Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US
(Chicago)

Thanks so much for your donation
to the Pilots Association in memory
of Jo Hensley.
-The Hensley Family

Rich and I want to thank those
who prayed, sent cards and donations for our daughter, Dena
Kay, who recently passed away.
-Rich and Marion Lueckenotte

Court Street Book Club Works to Dismantle Racism
Throughout the month of October our CSUMC
Book Club turns its attention to Ibram X. Kendi’s
book, How to Be an Antiracist. We will not have
assigned reading for each Sunday. Instead, we
encourage you to read at your own pace. To
prepare us for the conversation that will unfold
the following Sundays, on Sunday, October 4, we
will listen to an interview of the author by Brene
Brown on her podcast Unlocking Us.
We’ll also discuss the introduction to the book
that night. The remaining Sunday’s our
conversations will be guided by questions posed
by the author. We encourage you to make note
of any questions
that arise from the
reading, points of
challenge,
disagreement, and
insights to share
each week. We’ll
gather in-person
and via Zoom from
5-6:30 p.m. on
Sundays, October
4, 11, 18, and 25.
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2020 All Saints Day

O

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89514521258?
pwd=aS91K3F0Tk8wdGJZT3BUU2FoYnZnQT09
Meeting ID: 895 1452 1258
Passcode: 861438

before us.

One tap mobile

ur All Saints celebration is November 1.
It is a day in the life of the Church when
we remember the saints who have gone

Traditionally there is a remembrance of
those members of the faith community who have
died in the previous year. In addition, there are
many other people who have touched our lives,
who have helped us to be the people we are today.
And so, during worship on this Sunday, there will
be a time to remember all of the saints who have
gone before us.

+13126266799,,89514521258#,,,,,,0#,,861438# US
(Chicago)
Find your local number: https://
us02web.zoom.us/u/kftfGrDKa

Please take a moment to let us know of
anyone you would like memorialized on our
November 1 worship service. You can do this by
emailing us at umccourtstreet@gmail.com, calling
our office at 573-642,5721, dropping by the office
during office hours, or mailing us a note to 719
Court Street, Fulton, MO, 65251.

Court Street UMC

October 2020
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Reconciling Ministries Network Update

2020 Bazaar Plans Underway

Many of you are wondering what has happened with our efforts to become a Reconciling Congregation. In
an effort to be fully transparent let’s review how far we’ve come. In the Spring of 2019, in response to the
2019 Called General Conference, several individuals formed the Committee for Reconciling Ministries. We
had meetings and determined that our congregation should explore the possibility of becoming a
Reconciling Congregation through the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN). Becoming a Reconciling
Congregation does not alter our affiliation with the United Methodist Church. It takes the position that our
congregation openly welcomes people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. We become a truly
inclusive congregation. For us to become a Reconciling Congregation we must first learn where the
congregation stood in our belief and understanding. Based on the survey results we determined the need to
educate ourselves before crafting a welcome statement, and moving toward a congregational vote to adopt
and affirm the welcoming statement.

During the Fall of 2019 informational gatherings titled the “Open Table” provided a forum where all views
and opinions could be expressed in a calm and respectful manner. These Wednesday night gatherings
reviewed the connection with the history of our church, in light of faith and the Bible. Guest speakers shared
their experience, belief, and knowledge of issues involved in becoming an open and inclusive congregation.
In the Winter of 2020 our first leadership retreat focused on the first of the Three Simple Rules: Do No Harm.
Our guest speaker, Emily Hilderbrand, lead us in a day of exploring what it means to be an inclusive
congregation. She empowered us to be more inclusive in our approach to leadership, staffing, language, and
worship.
We followed up on this Leadership Retreat by developing a welcoming statement that was shared in our
church newsletter in Spring of 2020. The church conference was scheduled for May 3 for the members of our
congregation to take action on accepting the statement. Our Mission, Vision and Welcome statement (if
adopted) reads:

Diane Burre Ludwig, Chair

Bazaar booth chairs and helpers met on Wednesday, September 23, 2020 to continue planning our
modified Christmas Bazaar. We will feature four areas: the Christmas Booth, Gifts Galore Booth, RADA
Cutlery Booth and food items from the Kitchen, pre-packaged and ready to go. Pre-orders on food
are welcomed. We are offering our famous chili, vegetable soup, turkey salad and pimento cheese.
Bazaar hours will be 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall with masks and social distancing in
effect and only a limited number of people in the room. We want to feature many of our Christmas
and gift items on our church website this year to allow for a preview of the many treasures.
A work session for Gifts Galore is being planned for early November, so be watching for the date and
time. Cindy Beckmeyer is looking for embroidered tea towels, aprons, and masks with a Christmas
theme. The Christmas Booth is looking for your ‘gently used’ Christmas decorations that need to be
refreshed. Just donate them to Barb and Mallory Rueter or Linda Mealy and watch the magic begin
(see article below).
Sponsorships will again be offered and signs hung, even for booths that won’t be available this year.
It is still a wonderful way to remember or honor a person or event. They are $100 each and Diane will
have the forms ready soon.
This is certainly a different year for our Bazaar, as it is for many events. So stay tuned as we work
through having a Christmas Bazaar in a very bizarre time!

Mission
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Creating Christmas Magic!

Vision

Barb Rueter, Christmas Booth Co-Chair

We are an imperfect people learning to love perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and wholeness
through Jesus Christ.
Welcome
Our faith community celebrates our human family’s diversity. We welcome people of all ages, races and
ethnicities, gender identities, sexual orientations, physical and mental abilities, faith traditions, education
levels, economic means, and family structures. We invite you to join us on our journey of faith towards
building God’s kindom.
Then the Corona Virus hit, and, as in so many other instances throughout the country, our process came to a
grinding halt as our church was trying to work its way through the new problems created by that virus. It
now seems that it would be an appropriate time to revive the procedure to consider becoming a Reconciling
Congregation. The only step left is to have the determining vote of the congregation. In order to determine
the best practices for moving forward the RMN Team will have a conference call with Laura Young, our RMN
South Central Jurisdiction representative, on Wednesday, September 30, well after the October Newsletter
goes to press. We look forward to connecting with our members with a letter outlining these next steps in
October. Be looking in your mail for more information. We pray you will join us in more fully reflecting the motto
of our denomination "Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors" by being an intentionally inclusive congregation,
welcoming all who worship with us, and building the Beloved Kindom.
~ You Reconciling Ministries Committee
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Let's create some lovely Christmas decorations
for the upcoming bazaar! We have a craft
room full of items just waiting to become part
of a masterpiece.

Here's my crafting schedule for October:
Monday - Wednesday - Friday
9:30 am to noon
Tuesday - Thursday
1:30 pm to 3:30 pm
Join me for some decorating fun.
Barb Rueter
642-7080
220-3462
October 2020

Help create lovely Christmas items like these.
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Annual CROP WALK Makes Changes
Mary Ann Echelmeier, Outreach and Witness Co-Chair

Sunday

On September 10, 2020 a CROP
WALK meeting was held. The walk
will still occur, but will look a little
different. We will meet on October
11, at Champ auditorium at 1:00
to turn in donations. We’ll start
walking at 1:30 down 7th Street,
go right on Hickman until the trail.
Then follow the trail to
Westminster. From there you may
proceed to your car. There will be
no fellowship time or food provided this year due to Covid-19.
I hope you will give generously to
support our community and
countries around the world that
need food and clean water. Donations need to be received in the church office by Wednesday, October 7.
Make your check out to Court Street UMC with CROP WALK in the memo line. Any questions, please let
me know. Mary Ann Echelmeier 220-3178.

Upcoming World Communion Sunday
On the first Sunday in October, United Methodist
congregations join many Christian churches
across the globe in celebrating World
Communion Sunday.
World Communion Sunday began at Shadyside
Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
in 1933. The Rev. Hugh Thompson Kerr and his
congregation sought to demonstrate the
interconnectedness of Christian churches,
regardless of denomination.
Rev. Kerr appropriately chose the sacrament of
Holy Communion to symbolize this unity.
In 1940, the Federal Council of Churches of
Christ in America, which included all of the predecessor denominations of The United Methodist
Church, adopted World-Wide Communion Sunday.

We’ll have a special guest preacher to help us mark the day. Please contact the office if you would like
to pick up a communion kit in the office or have it delivered. We will also be taking a special offering
that Sunday.
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Tuesday

4
10:45am
Worship
World
Communion
Day
5-6:30 Book
Club

5
E-Service
posted to
YouTube
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
9:30-11:30
Christmas
Crafting (CC)

6

11
10:45am
Worship
1 p.m. Crop
Walk
5-6:30 Book
Club

12
E-Service
posted to
YouTube
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
9:30-11:30 CC

13
11:30 a.m. Food
Bank Pickup
1:30-3:30
Christmas
Crafts

18
10:45am
Worship
5-6:30 Book
Club
5-6:30 Book
Club

19
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
6:30 p.m. Ad Bd
Meeting
9:30-11:30 CC

20

25
10:45am
Worship
5-6:30 Book
Club

26
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
9:30-11:30 CC

27

United Methodists believe in an open table, anyone may receive communion.
Our Book of Worships says, “All who intend to lead a Christian life, together with their children, are
invited to receive the bread and cup.”

Monday

1:30-3:30
Christmas
Crafts

1:30-3:30
Christmas
Crafts

1:30-3:30
Christmas
Crafts

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

3

7
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)
9:30-11:30
Christmas
Crafting

8
6:30 p.m.
COM meeting

9
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

10

14
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)
9:30-11:30 CC

15
1 p.m. Walmart
pickup
1:30-3:30
Christmas Crafts

1:30-3:30
Christmas Crafts

21
22
8:30 a.m.
1:30-3:30
Mission Fit
Christmas Crafts
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)
9:30-11:30 CC

9:30-11:30
Christmas
Crafting

16
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
2 p.m.
Food Pantry
2 p.m.

17

Baby Grace
9:30-11:30 CC
23
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

24

9:30-11:30 CC

28
29
30
8:30 a.m.
1:30-3:30
9:30-11:30 CC
Mission Fit
Christmas Crafts
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)
9:30-11:30 CC

31
Halloween

