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R2 Note  

L ong Haul … I’m writing from home   

today, the last day of my second    

quarantine.  Based on the wisdom of my      

doctors I will enter my third quarantine          

tomorrow, December 3.  I do not use the phrase 

“wisdom of my doctors” lightly.  I have trusted 

their wisdom to 

not only keep me 

safe but also to 

keep others safe.  

Our General Rule 

of Do No Harm is 

rooted in the    

command to love 

others as we would 

love ourselves.  I 

am fortunate that 

though I’ve been 

quarantined       

because of close 

contact and        

exposure, I have 

not developed 

symptoms of COVID-19 nor tested positive. 

Clayton began feeling poorly the evening of 

November 22.  Never have we wished and 

prayed so hard for his illness to be strep throat 

because that, in fact is what we thought he had.  

It was natural for us to assume his symptoms 

were strep.  It all lined up.  But the wisdom of 

his primary caregiver had him come in for a 

strep test, which coming back negative, quickly 

turned into an order for a COVID-19 test.    

Within 24-hours we had the results:  he was 

positively positive.  And so our isolation began 

on November 26 and ends with Clayton        

entering the world with the approval of our   

primary caregiver and the school nurse on    

December 3.  But since today, December 2, is 

the last day of my exposure my extended            

quarantine begins tomorrow.  We give thanks that 

Clayton’s symptoms have been manageable from 

home.  We know there are far too many others who 

have suffered so very much more: individuals,     

families, businesses, schools, communities,         

congregations, and most-especially our front-line 

workers.  Though inconvenient, I will gladly do my 

part to do no harm to others by maintaining this 

quarantine.  I 

have the          

privilege of being 

able to adapt and 

adjust, to move 

meetings and 

appointments, to 

lean on others to 

do the things I 

am unable to do 

while              

quarantined. 

It feels as though 

I’m in it for the 

long haul.  It’s not 

a complaint as 

much as an observation.  Over the course of two 

months I will have spent anywhere from 34 to 38 

days in quarantine/isolation.  It’s a small price to 

pay in the grand scheme of things, a momentary 

inconvenience for a greater good.  And though I am 

not able to be with those I love and those I hold 

dear, I have drawn ever closer to Emmanuel,        

God-With-Us.  More than me and  quarantines, our 

God is in it for the long-haul.  Scripture is God’s love 

story with a people called Chosen in the Hebrew 

Bible and Beloved in the New Testament.  It’s a     

story with a beginning and no ending because it is 

eternal.  God is in it for the long-haul.  And though 

we cannot celebrate these holy days as we would 

wish remind yourself that we find ourselves here,  

Continued on page 2. 



R2 Note, Continued.  

at this point, every year.  We find ourselves celebrating a God who took on flesh and moved into the   

neighborhood (John 1, The Message).  God will find new ways to come to us, to make God’s very self 

known to us because God is in it for the long haul.  If that isn’t love… 

In this holy season we are drawn around the message of I Believe Even When… in our worship          

gatherings.  The phrase is drawn from a single line emblazoned on the wall of a concentration camp 

during the Holocaust: “I believe in the sun, even when the sun is not shining.”  Though we know not who 

penned it it serves as a call to a kind of faith that’s in it for the long haul.  Even when we have no       

physical evidence of God’s presence, God is as real and present as is the sun above the storm clouds 

and its light reflected off the moon.  God is in it for the long haul.  And so am I.  And you?   

Until we meet and again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit, 

Rev. Rebecca 
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Updates Regarding COVID 19                            

As promised throughout the ongoing Covid-19 

pandemic, CSUMC is consistently monitoring the 

ever-changing landscape that we are all living in, 

and, when  appropriate, making changes at the 

church to best respond to any and all                

developments in    

order to keep 

our staff,        

congregation, 

and community 

members safe. 

You are likely 

aware that cases 

at the local,    

regional, state, 

and national    

levels are     

steadily           

increasing on a 

daily              

basis. Because of 

these trends, and 

after taking into consideration the insights of 

medical and health professionals, CSUMC       

leadership has decided to halt in-person     

worship indefinitely, effective                        

immediately.  Sunday worship services will     

continue to be held at the church.  However, the 

services will not be open to the public.  You will 

continue to have the option to watch the  service 

live through our YouTube livestream, or later, as 

the service will be recorded and automatically        

uploaded to our YouTube channel Sunday           

afternoon.  

 

Our offices are            

continuing to 

operate, but   

only                 

privately.  We 

are now closed 

to the public. If 

you need to 

stop by our           

offices please 

contact us first 

during our hours 

of operation 

(Wednesday and 

Friday,  9-5) to 

schedule an    

appointment. At 

present, groups such as the Walk with Ease              

program and Girl Scouts can continue to utilize 

church facilities, though please know that we are 

strictly enforcing a mask policy for those    

people in the building.  We will continue to            

observe trends and, when necessary, modify our 

practices.  

   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes,  Coordinator 

November Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

85 representing 194 members 

Ages Represented:   

7 children (0-4)  

38 children (5-17) 

108 adults (18-59)  

41 seniors (60+) 

 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

We served almost everything we had on hand! 
 
Food Bank provided 2700 pounds 
Walmart provided 300 pounds of food 
 
The extra cooler definitely came in handy. 
 

Work Crews:  

Tuesday: 7|  Thursday: 3  Friday,: 8 

 

  Baby Grace  

   Linda Mealy,  

   Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

In November: 

1000 diapers distributed and 

13 families were seen 
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Wiley House Update 

          Mary Ann Echelmeier,  

             Outreach & Witness Co-Chair 

Wiley House is filling up, and they’ve gone 

to 24-hour residency which means food for 

the whole day.  With that comes a greater 

need for paper products also.  

They were provided a delicious Turkey din-

ner on Thanksgiving, so they received a 

break from turkey and we brought chili and        

vegetable soup on Friday November 27.  We 

also provided a vegetable tray and pie.  

Thank you to those who have helped with            

donations of food and paper products; it is 

so appreciated. We provided 20 guests with   

nutritious food as well as a note of love and 

caring. Thank you also to the two volunteers 

who helped put everything together.  



November 2020 

   Looking Back ... 

November 1                                                     $3,644 

November 8                                                     $3,155 

November 15                                                      $160 

November 22                                                      $295 

November 29                                                   $1,420 

Our Presence in Worship On … 

                      In-Person                         Virtual 

November 1        23                                    79 

November 8        19                                    61 

November 15      15                                    78 

November 22      16                                    60 

November 29       5                                     69 

Birthdays: 

3. Hayden Echelmeier 

6: Nili Bartley 

6: John Cummings 

7: Flora  Delle Clayton 

8: Shari Gibson 

9: Rebecca Peak 

12: Kaleb Dunn 

15: Betty Fennel 

15: Carlene Hiatt 

15: Nancy Riley 

15: Danielle Cardwell 

18: Betty Lewis 

19: Linda Rootes 

19: Danny Love 

20: Roy Davis 

22: Charlie James 

22: Nathan Utterback 

28: Dorothy Boyce 

Anniversaries: 

13: Richard and Marion Lueckenotte 

18: Tim and Casey Echelmeier 

19: Bobby and Linda Mealy 

20: Brian and Cindy Beckmeyer 

28: Steve and Mona Bartley 

30: Rebecca and Clayton Peak 

December Celebrations 

Altar Flowers

Providing flowers for our altar is a loving ges-

ture and allows you to honor or remember a 

loved one or event. The cost is $20 and you 

may take the floral arrangement home with 

you after worship. The sign up book to select a 

date for altar flowers is in the lobby. You may 

also call the office at 573-642-5721 to put in 

your request.  

Dates Available:  December 6, 13, & 20 

Many thanks to the following for their altar 

flower contributions during November: 

11/8: Linda Rootes, in memory of her mother, 

Rosemary Wells, on the 100th anniversary of 

her birthday 

11/15: Holly Dudley, in honor of Dave Hull’s 

birthday 

11/22: Holly Dudley, to the glory of God with 

thanksgiving for her church family.  

11/29: The children of Betty Bates, in honor of 

what would have been her 98th birthday  
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January Newsletter 

 
Due to the holidays, the January newsletter will be 

prepared and mailed by January 4, 2021. 

Notes from the Clavinova Bench 
 Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

S ince the August lightning strike the  music 

at church has continued but not in its full 

grandeur.  The lightning shorted out the wiring in 

the pipe chamber above the organ and we have 

no pipes at all right now.  Many things in the    

console are working somewhat and many things 

need to be repaired.  We discovered that some of 

the microphones were not working properly, and 

in the recordings the piano was only being picked 

up for the recording by the lectern mic.  It     

sounded good in person, but clunky in the       

recordings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One real bright spot was the purchase of a new 

digital Clavinova keyboard built by the Yamaha 

company.  I am only just beginning to scratch the 

surface of its capabilities and am having some  

individual lessons from Duane Hilton, who was the 

salesman at Lacefield Music in Chesterfield where 

it was purchased. Duane has also served as the 

organist at Busch Stadium so he knows his way 

around instruments. 

Another thing for which I am most grateful was 

the willingness of our Court Street Singers and 

many of my musical friends to come to Court 

Street UMC on the 14th of November to help    

record Christmas Carols for use during our Advent 

Series.  I invited 40 people, and 22 responded in 

the affirmative, with many more sending regrets 

and asking to be asked again. 

On the actual day of the recording, seven people 

had to cancel, but still there were fourteen (14) of  

 

us, spaced at least ten feet apart, front to back as 

well as side to side to record a half hour set of 

Christmas music. 

Ted and Sandie Proske who were members and 

faithful choir singers in my church in Saint Louis 

and who often drive over and help us with Special 

Sundays got to sit together, because they are 

married, but otherwise we were all strictly socially 

distanced.  The church purchased specialty Singers 

masks which we then sent home with each guest 

afterward, along with a small hospitality gift of 

gourmet popcorn from GoPo in downtown Fulton. 

The whole thing could not have been possible 

without the efforts of our local singers and       

worship team volunteers who arrived early to 

make sure the building was ready to receive our 

guests. and put out the luminaria for the          

photography.   Pastor Clayton made sure         

everything was recorded and has spent hours and 

hours editing the sound and pictures into the    

video you will hopefully have had a chance to see. 

I do not know what the days ahead will hold for us 

but whatever it is, we know we are blessed and 

held in the arms of our loving Lord. 

1: Rev. Jim at the new Clavinova keyboard. 2: Ted and Sandie Proske, members of Rev. West's church in Saint 

Louis, came to lend their voices to the Park, Porch, Sidewalk Sing recording done November 14th; in back-

ground, Rev. West and Bishop Lamont Walker at the keyboard and microphone. 
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2020 Bazaar – From On-site to On-line for Our 68th 
 Diane Burre Ludwig, Bazaar Chair 

We knew there would be challenges for this 68th Bazaar, and there certainly have been.  We chose a 

theme of “A Season of Grace and Hope” to help us stay focused.  Back in August, we had a plan to     

reduce the size and scope of the event to help stay safe.  Then COVID continued to worsen and in early 

November, we had to abandon the idea of an on-site event entirely and go to an on-line event.   

We focused efforts on the Christmas Booth and the Gifts Galore Booth.   Dozens of items were           

photographed, descriptions written, prices determined.   Everything was loaded onto the church website 

and the ‘Online Showcase’ was created.  We set a time of three weeks for items to be purchased.  A 

Christmas Bazaar Office was identified so calls could be taken daily, between 9:00 am and 8:00 pm.  So 

our 2020 Bazaar is officially underway from November 23 – December 13, 2020. 

Fortunately, The Callaway Bank again allowed us to display items in their Court Street window from      

November 23 to December 4, so many could go and view the actual items.  We have now moved items 

to the Fellowship Hall and you may see them there. 

If you have not visited the church website (www.courtumc.org), please do so.   The Bazaar 2020 tab is 

easy to find which highlights the Christmas Booth items and under the Gifts Galore tab, those items will 

be found.  This IS the 2020 Christmas Bazaar and we hope you will find items to purchase and/or give as 

gifts.  Please share the link with others and help us share this “Season of Grace and Hope.”   

2020 Bazaar – Online Only 

November 23 – December 13, 2020 

www.courtumc.org  2020 Bazaar Shop 

Christmas Bazaar Office    573-642-4664 

9:00 am to 8:00 pm 

1: Diane Ludwig and Barb Rueter 

photograph items for the On-line 

Showcase . 2: Items on display at 

The Callaway Bank window.  3: 

Items on display in Fellowship Hall. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Tribute Luminaries for Loved Ones 

While we will miss our beautiful poinsettias this year, 

we have a new way to honor and/or remember loved 

ones.  Our overall theme is ‘luminaries’ and many are 

placed around the church to provide that  quiet inner 

glow of grace and hope.   

Special gold luminary bags (illuminated by small, 

battery powered candles) will be serving as  Tribute 

Luminaries.  Loved ones may be honored/

remembered by reserving a bag before December 18 

so they may be prepared and ready for Christmas.  

They will be placed on the chancel railing and a card 

attached to each bag indicating the donor and the 

name(s) of the person(s).  Cost is $15 each; no limit. 

Reserve yours now by contacting the church office on 

Wednesdays or Fridays, or send an email.  A listing of 

all those honored/remembered will be included in the 

January newsletter, just as we always did with the  

poinsettias listing.   
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A Tradition We All Love - Christmas Cards 

How did they begin - - this happy habit of 
sending holiday cards to friends and family?  
 
In checking the internet, we found a wealth of      
information.  This first section was compiled by  
Dana Hinders; below are a few excerpts from her 
article.       
 
In 1843, Sir Henry Cole commissioned the first 
commercial Christmas cards in London. The cards 
were illustrated by John Callcott Horsley with a 
picture of a family and sold for one penny each.  
Early Christmas card designs were also surprisingly 
elaborate, with cards shaped like fans, crescents, 
bells, birds, and candles.  
 
In 1875, Louis Prang became the first printer to 
offer commercial Christmas cards in the United 
States. His designs included traditional Christmas 
and winter motifs 
 
In 1953, President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued 
the first official White House card. This soon     
became an annual holiday tradition, with        
prominent American artists being asked to create 
original images of the White House during the 
winter months.  
 
The Smithsonian Institute’s site gave us additional 
information and brought the card’s history a bit 
closer to home. 

 
The modern Christmas card industry arguably   
began in 1915, when a Kansas City-based         
fledgling postcard printing company started by 
Joyce Hall, later joined by brothers Rollie and    
William, published its first holiday card. The Hall 
Brothers company (later to become Hallmark), 
adapted a new format for the cards—4 inches 
wide, 6 inches high, folded once, and inserted in 
an envelope.   
 
In this new “book” format—which remains the 
industry standard—colorful Christmas cards with 
red-suited Santas and brilliant stars of Bethlehem, 
and cheerful messages inside, became              
enormously popular in the 1930s-1950s.   One 
Hallmark survey found that more than 1.9 billion 
Christmas cards are mailed each year throughout 
the United States. 

 
At Court St UMC, we continue this tradition of 
sending holiday greetings.  Our annual greeting 
card project is even bigger this year (see page 10) 
and we hope you will find just the right card for 
each person on the list!  We could all use the ‘hug’ 
of a charming Christmas card this year. 

http://www.courtumc.org


December 2020 Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

 

 

Bazaar sales 

December 1-13 

 

1 2 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

3 4 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

5 

 

6 

10:45am   

Virtual 

Worship 

 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

 

 

7 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

8 

 

9 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

10 

 

11 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

12 

 

13 

10:45am   

Virtual 

Worship 

 

Third Sunday of 

Advent 

 

Online Bazaar 

Sale Ends 

14 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

15 

11:30 a.m. Food 

Bank  Pickup 

 

 

16 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

 

 

17 

1 p.m. Walmart 

pickup  

 

 

 

18 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

2 p.m. 

Food Pantry 

2 p.m.  

Baby Grace 

19 

20 

10:45am   

Virtual 

Worship 

 

Fourth Sunday 

of Advent 

 

 

21 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

5:30 p.m. Blue 

Christmas   

Gathering in 

front of church 

22 

 

23 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

24 

Christmas Eve 

2-4 p.m. Drive-

thru pickup for 

Communion 

supplies 

7 p.m. Christmas 

Eve service on 

YouTube 

25 

Christmas Day 

Office Closed 

 

26 

27 

10:45am   

Virtual 

Worship 

28 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

29 30 31 

New Years Eve 

Church office 

closed 

  

 

Letters from the Community 

Thank you for donating to help The Food Bank as we continue to share food and bring hope 

to people affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Many local families are facing food           

insecurity for the first time, and 

your support is crucial in             

supporting them. 

Your recent gift of $580.00 helps us 

continue our distribution of food. 

We are working with partner     

agencies throughout our service area 

to continue providing nutritious 

food to those who need it while      

taking precautions to ensure people’s 

safety. 

We are able to turn each dollar of your gift into 10 meals.  That bulk purchasing power 

comes from our partnership with Feeding America and relationships across the               

communities we serve.  Thank you for entrusting us with your donation and for bringing 

hope to your neighbors. 

Gratefully, 

Lindsay Young Lopez 

President and CEO, Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri 
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Advent & Christmas @ Court Street UMC 

This year brings some unique challenges for     

worship.  Dr. Marcia McFee writes, “The history of 

humanity is fraught with pain–especially the pain 

that comes accompanied by fear and leads to  

oppression and violence of one people against 

another.  This is the world into which Jesus was 

born and through which his teachings would   

challenge and call for transformation.  The     

opening words of an anonymous Jewish poet, ‘I 

believe in the sun, even when the sun is not     

shining,’ were scrawled on a wall during the      

Holocaust.  This theme song for our season calls 

us to examine our penchant for annihilating fear 

by annihilating each other.  The power of narrative 

and music will call us 

to a different        

response–

transformation and 

reconciliation 

through hope, love, 

joy, and peace.  This 

Advent and        

Christmas, let us fill 

the night with music 

and light and affirm 

and act on the      

reasons why we can 

still ‘believe, even 

when’ we are discouraged.” 

In a year when we have suffered unprecedented 

loss we will create space to name our losses and 

remind ourselves that God’s light still shines.  On 

the Longest Night of the year we invite you to 

bundle up, mask up, and practice physical        

distancing with a Blue Christmas Outdoor    

Gathering at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 

21.  During our brief worship gathering we will 

mourn the loss of life, livelihood, love, and       

liveliness, while reminding ourselves that there is 

always more light.  We will gather on the sidewalk 

in front of the sanctuary.  I invite you to bring a 

blue ornament to add to our Outdoor Advent 

Wreath.  If you don’t have a blue ornament we will 

have ornaments available that can be added    

before or after the service. 

Unlike other years we will have one worship    

gathering on Christmas Eve celebrating We      

Believe, Even Now.  Our Virtual Christmas Eve 

worship gathering will be live streamed on our 

YouTube channel at 7 p.m. on Thursday,        

December 24.  As is our tradition, we will         

celebrate communion and light our candles      

during the singing of Silent Night at the end of 

our gathering.  In order for you to be prepared for 

communion we will host a Drive-Through      

Communion from Noon – 2 p.m. on Christmas Eve 

at the back parking lot of the church.  You will 

enter on St. Louis Ave. and exit onto Nichols St.  

While there you will receive a communion kit and 

candle for each person in your family to be used 

during the evening’s worship.  If you would like to 

pick up your kit at another time from Dec. 21 

through Dec. 24, please call the office to make 

arrangements. 

It is our tradition to 

donate 100% of our 

Christmas Eve   

offering to a local 

mission or charity.  

Our leadership has 

selected the Super 

Sam Foundation to 

be the recipient of 

our 2020 offering.  

This homegrown 

Foundation has 

gathered many individuals in our congregation 

around the work of bringing hope and comfort to 

families battling childhood cancer.  This marks the 

first time our congregation as a whole has rallied 

around the Foundation.  The mission of the    

Foundation is to fund a major research gap in  

pediatric cancer.  As they fulfill this mission they 

also work to advocate on behalf of children and 

families, provide comfort packs for #AllTheKids, 

support packs for siblings, and super caregiver 

packs for families.  Through Ava’s Avengers, youth 

learn how to advocate for research by              

communicating with our political leaders in   

Washington, D.C. and closer to home.  Many know 

the story of Super Sam.  We are excited to be able 

to be the hands, feet, and heart of Christ in our 

support for His legacy that helps children and 

families believe even when hope seems hard to 

come by.  To learn more about the Super Sam 

Foundation visit supersamfoundation.com.  We 

may even have a special message from Super 

Sam’s family on Christmas Eve. 
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Hanging of the Greens 

The church is decorated and ready for Christmas!   Church members worked for several hours on       

Sunday afternoon, November 22.  Many thanks to Barb and Mallory Rueter, along with Brock, for      

heading the crew of Les and Deanna Hudson, Linda and Bobby Mealy, Deana Ready,  Rev. Rebecca and 

Mick Brewer.  With services now on-line only, our newly decorated sanctuary sets the stage perfectly.  

You’ll see lots of luminaries, lanterns, stars and greenery - - all creating a beautiful holiday look.  (See 

article on Tribute Luminaries and help decorate the chancel rail).  Many thanks to our dedicated church 

members for staying safe while making our church ready for this special time of the year. 
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All Saints Day – November 1, 2020 

Each year, we remember the saints that have departed.  A lovely wreath with the name of each person 

stood beside a table of candles.  As each person’s name was spoken, a candle was lit.  

Those remembered were: 

Betty Bates 

Fred Baysinger 

Blanche Binggeli 

Chris Binggeli 

Dr. Suzanne Daughton  

Sara Rae Davis 

Carolyn Denty  

Sam Denty 

Mary Joan Hensley  

Jarad Anthony Higgins 

Charlie and Lucille 

James  

John James  

Rolland James  

Dr. Louie (Lou) Lewis  

 

Jack Lippincott 

Shari Means 

Carol Meisel 

Joe Ready 

John Rose 

Wyatt Salmons 

Albert Schmid 

Calvin Schmid 

Rosalee Schmid 

Dena Kay Summer 

Carl Thomas 

Wanda Wickell 

Dorothy Winingear 

 Sue Wyrick 

James Kenneth Zbinden 

Christmas Card Ministry 2020 – An Update 
 Linda Williams, Outreach & Witness 

Usually at this time of year, we are preparing  

Christmas cards that can be dropped off at church 

for our special folks 

at home and in 

care facilities.  But 

to keep everyone 

safe this year, we 

are going to be 

doing things a little 

bit differently.   

Instead, an idea to       

encourage          

outreach across the           

congregation has 

evolved!  Let us all 

spread the        

message of “A 

Season of Grace 

and Hope” to our entire church  

 

family by sending Christmas greetings to one     

another.  Take a moment during this holiday season 

and send Christmas 

notes to dear ones 

near and far.       

Imagine the joy you 

can spread this 

Christmas  season 

by sending         

messages of grace 

and hope and     

reconnecting with 

our church 

friends.  Just write 

from the heart and 

with sincerity, and 

you’ll have the    

perfect Christmas    

message!  See your church directory for addresses.  

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 

with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  -Romans 15:13 

Letter from Breezy 

Greetings to all, 

“Hate is too heavy a load to bear!” 

These are the words of a woman        

who had been  discriminated against 

and had received death threats, when 

asked how she felt about 

her enemy. Isn’t that a 

great  response? As we     

enter the last month of 

this year, we relive the 

horror of the virus            

pandemic, and the virus 

of hate that has          

permeated our country.  As we reflect 

on this, we recall an earlier dark time 

in the days before the birth of Christ, 

when people were   oppressed and when 

light and hope seemed to be in short 

supply.  With the coming of Christ as a 

baby and then a man, God became   

present with us in human form, and 

people could again experience hope 

and love as a  perfect model. So, in 

these dark times let us remember that   

because of Christ, we know love        

conquers hate, hope       

overcomes fear, and light 

and goodness can prevail 

over darkness and evil.  So, 

as we move into a new 

year, let us remember that 

hate is too heavy a        

burden to bear and opt to model love 

as Jesus taught us to do.   

God bless you as we move toward a new 

year. 

Mary Beth Wimp a.k.a Breezy 
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Filling the Night with Music and Light 

This unusual year presents us with many            

opportunities to build new traditions.  Specifically 

in the great outdoors...even in the cold of        

winter.  More than anything our community needs 

visual reminders of hope embodied in the coming 

of Christ.  And, while we worship virtually, it          

provides us with ways to connect with traditions 

we hold dear in a way that's low-risk.   

Take, for instance, our new outdoor advent wreath 

built by Bobby Mealy.  A candle is lit each Sunday 

as we countdown to Christmas Eve/Day when we 

light the white candle.  The candles have a variety 

of meanings including love, hope, joy, and 

peace.  The center candle represents the coming 

of Christ.   

The lights stand as a reminder that the light of 

Christ pierces the darkness and the darkness     

cannot overcome it.  Our Advent wreath will play a 

primary role in our Blue Christmas Service on the 

Longest Night of the Year (see article on page 6.   



2020 Bazaar Sponsors 

We rejoice in recognizing these individuals who are being honored/remembered 

Sponsored by 

Charlie & Jo James 
in Memory of  

Shari Means and 

Rolland and  

John James 

Christmas Booth 

Sponsored by 

Revs. Rebecca &  

Clayton  Peak 
in Memory of  

Lloyd Peak  

our beloved cookie monster 

Sponsored by 

Maurine & Jerry Long 
in Honor of  

Flora Delle Clayton 

Sponsored by 

John Blatttner 
in Memory of  

Lynn Blattner 

Sponsored by 

Julie Kaufmann 
in Memory of  

Richard & Helen 

Kaufmann 

Sponsored by 

Diane Burre Ludwig 
in Honor of  

Barb Rueter, Mallory 

Rueter & Linda Mealy 

Pantry Booth 

Gifts Galore Booth 

Woodworking Booth 

Sponsored by 

Deana Ready 

Honoring the tradition of    

Albert & Rosalee Schmid, 

Christy & Blanche Binggeli, 

Dorothy & Calvin Schmid, 

and Joe Ready 

Sponsored by 

John & Carolyn Rankin 

Sponsored by 

Fellowship Sunday 

School Class 
in Memory of  

Elton (Cork) Maddox 

Sponsored by 

Linda Miley 
in Memory of  

Jerry Miley 

Sponsored by 

Chuck Hughes 
in Memory of  

Mary G. Hughes 

Sponsored by 

Bonnie Maddox and Terry 

& Beth Martin Family 
in Memory of  

Elton (Cork) Maddox 

Sponsored by 

Julie Kaufmann 
in Memory of  

Richard & Helen 

Kaufmann 

Knives Plus Booth 

Tally Room 

Sponsored by 

Diane Burre Ludwig 
in Memory of  

Mildred & Fritz Burre 

Sponsored by 

Linda & John Rootes 

Cookies Buy 

the Pound 
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Sponsored by 

Mary Ann Echelmeier 

Cashiers 

2020 Bazaar Sponsors 

We rejoice in recognizing these individuals who are being honored/remembered 

Sponsored by 

Holly Dudley 
in Memory of  

Wanda Wickell 

Kitchen 

Sponsored by 

Les Hudson 
in Honor of  

Deanna Hudson 

Sponsored by 

Diane Burre Ludwig 
in Honor of  

Linda & Bobby Mealy 

Sponsored by 

Charlie & Nancy Riley 

Sponsored by 

Holly Dudley 
in Memory of  

Betty Bates 

Greeters 

Pies & Desserts 

Clean-up Crew 

Sponsored by 

Bonnie Maddox 
in Memory of  

Betty Bates 

Sponsored by 

Bonnie Maddox 
in Honor of  

Diane Burre Ludwig 

Sponsored by 

Linda Miley 
in Honor of  

My Court Street 

UMC Friends 

Sponsored by 

Revs. Jim & Brenda West 
in Honor of  

The Ministry Among  

us with Revs.Rebecca  

& Clayton Peak 

Sponsored by 

Betty Lewis 
in Memory of  

Dr. Lou Lewis 

Sponsored by 

Her Family 
in Memory of  

Betty Bates 

Breakfast 

Bazaar Chair 

Lunch 

Sponsored by 

Sue Lippincott 
in Memory of  

Jack Lippincott 

Sponsored by 

Your Court Street Friends 
in Honor of  

Marion & Richard 

Lueckenotte 

Thanks to our sponsors for helping making our unique 2020 Bazaar,  
A Season of Grace and Hope, a very special one! 
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