Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

February 2021

Linda Rootes, Coordinator
January Statistics at a Glance

Additional Notes:

Households Served:

We had great
weather...until Friday.
We had to get real
creative when it was
raining and we could
not meet shoppers
inside. It was cold and
windy. We had
prepared for 80
families but only 45
came on Friday
because of the
weather. We had some down time to get to know
each other better and pray in our own ways for the
workers and shoppers who came broken with their
own losses, anxieties and sorrows. The crew was
concerned that some families could not make it so
they offered to come back on Monday. There we
served another eight families. Many thanks to the
volunteers for going the extra mile!

53 representing 118 members
Ages Represented:
7 children (0-4)
23 children (5-17)
60 adults (18-59)
28 seniors (60+)
General Food Pantry Donations:
Food Bank shipment - 1,642 pounds
Walmart - 700 pounds
Work Crews:
Tuesday: 10 Thursday: 5 Friday: 9 Monday: 6

Wiley House Update

Baby Grace

Mary Ann Echelmeier,

Linda Mealy,

Outreach & Witness Co-Chair

Coordinator

We provided the meal the 4th Friday of January.
Thanks to Steve and Mona Bartley for donating
the ground beef, Jan Finke
for providing a dessert, and
Carolyn Horstmeier for
providing rolls. We served a
pasta/ground beef entree
with a vegetable tray. We
also took paper products,
which are always needed.
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In January:
680 diapers distributed and
11 families were seen
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R2 Note

S

peechless … When one’s vocation
includes the task of being an orator, a
preacher to use “church” language, it is
assumed that one always has words in any
given situation. A colleague once shared advice
given to him by
a Trustees
chairperson, “A
pastor has to be
ready to preach,
pray, or die at a
moment’s
notice.” This
was said after
news was
delivered that
the Trustees
decided against
repairing
electrical wiring
that was exposed in the parsonage shower. I’ve
also heard this was John Wesley’s advice to the
early circuit riders as well.
Recently I’ve found myself speechless in the
midst of events in our country on January 6th.
I’ve had and continue to have many feelings. In
fact, like you, I’ve had an overwhelming
abundance of feelings. But for the first time I
can remember I am unable to coalesce those
feelings into coherent sentences. In essence, I
am speechless. I’ve had laryngitis plenty of
times. I understand speechlessness when its
source is the lack of a physical voice because of
extended damage to one’s larynx. I am less
familiar with having nothing to say. It’s a very
new wilderness. Yet, I wonder if the Spirit
hasn’t thrown me into this strange land just as
Jesus was thrown like a football by the Spirit
into the wilderness of temptation (Mark 1:1220). How do we come to terms with the reality
of domestic terrorism the likes of which our kin
of color have been wrestling for centuries?

What do we do when we see our country seemingly
on the brink of Civil War? I have decided that even
if I am speechless, I can still lean into scripture (1
Corinthians 13), turn to song (Lift Every Voice and
Sing, The Battle Hymn of the Republic, Amazing
Grace), live into my baptismal vows, and “have a
little talk with
Jesus.”
I recognize
that in the
midst of my
season of
speechlessness, I am still
processing all
the feels, still
pursuing
understanding,
still seeking the
wisdom and
clarity of God.
As I do the third verse of God of Grace and God of
Glory by Harry Emerson Fosdick has become my
prayer. May it be yours as well.
Cure your children’s warring madness,
bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your [kindom’s] goal,
lest we miss your [kindom’s] goal.
(Words by permission of Elinor Fosdick Downs
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense
# A-730966)
Until we meet again,
May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

Amplify

Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain
New Worship Series Begins
Wednesday, February 17
In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again,
suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again,
we lament again, we mess up again. Again and
again, the story of Jesus on the cross repeats—
every time lives are taken unjustly, every time the
powerful choose corruption and violence, every
time individuals forget how to love. With
exacerbation we exclaim, “Again?! How long, O
God?” And yet, in the midst of the motion blur
chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred refrain: “I
choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.”
Again and again, God breaks the cycle and offers
us a new way forward.
This theme provides a clear invitation in a time
when much is unclear. Even if worshiping apart,
we come to God again and again with our prayers,
our dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. Even if
from a distance, we will continue to be community
to one another—especially when it’s hard—by
choosing each other over and over again. We will
continue to love God with the same persistence God
chooses and claims us. Our sub-theme, A Lenten
Refrain, speaks to the ways God can make music of
our lives. “Refrain” also reminds us that Lent is a
season of abstaining from certain practices in order
to take on new rhythms and habits.

Sunday, February 14 from 1-3 p.m. These kits will
be available in the office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Ash Wednesday, February 17. All worship
gatherings will be on our YouTube channel
Ash Wednesday, February 17 @ 7 p.m. … Again &
Again, We’re Invited In
Sunday, February 21 … Again & Again, God Meets
Us
Sunday, February 28 … Again & Again, We Are
Called to Listen
Sunday, March 7 … Again & Again, We Are Shown
the Way
Sunday, March 14 … Again & Again, God Loves
First
Sunday, March 21 … Again & Again, We Are
Reformed
Sunday, March 28 … Again & Again, We Draw on
Courage
Holy Thursday, April 1 @ 7 p.m. @ CSUMC …
Again & Again, We Are Held Together

Good Friday, April 2 @ 7 p.m. @ Shiloh UMC …
Again & Again, We Find Ourselves Here

Amplify is a brand-new multimedia platform for our church to use. Amplify will allow you to stay engaged
and encouraged with videos of inspiring stories, insightful teaching and powerful motivation. The great
part is, Amplify is accessible all the time, and on
almost any device you use to watch video. We will be
able to use Amplify for study, reflection, and worship.
Best of all, Amplify is free to everyone in our church
family. All you need to do is contact the church office
via email for the access code. Then visit our Amplify
church website, enter the access code, and create your
free Amplify account today! Then start exploring all
that’s available. It’s that simple. Linda Mealy, who has
been using the program, had this to say: “It is amazing the information that can be received from prayers to
books you can read. If you don’t have your bible with you, find a prayer to read or a book to start. The
books are from well known authors like Max Lucado and many others. Did I mention you can get this
information free? How great is that? The information is at your finger tips and you might discover a new
and interesting author to follow.” Once your account is created you can access all the content through your
personal computer, smartphone, tablet, and TV using Roku or Amazon. We officially launched Amplify on
Sunday, January 10.

Winter Leadership Retreat and The Simplified Structure
Our church leaders will be hard at work in late January and early February taking advantage of new
training on the Simplified Structure, which our church utilizes. That will be followed by a retreat for all
Administrative Board, Council of Ministries, and Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development
members for planning. It has been a very challenging and innovative year for Court Street UMC and it is
now time to review, assess and revamp for the year ahead.

Easter Sunday, April 4 … Again & Again, The Sun
Rises

2020 Giving Statements Mailed
Charlie James, Finance Secretary
The Annual Giving Statements for all of 2020 were mailed in late January. Watch for yours, and let us know if you
have any questions or corrections that need to be made. Many thanks for the generosity of our church family
during 2020.

In this season, we need rituals—both old and
new—to remember and be transformed. Embodied
practice builds muscle memory. Repetition helps
retrain our neural pathways. We need the 46 days
of Lent because this season shapes us into more
faithful disciples. Join us this Lent as again and
again, we bring all of who we are to God and trust
that God will meet us, time and again, along the
way.

Important Lenten Dates
Ash Wednesday – February 17th
Palm Sunday – March 28th
Holy Thursday – April 1st
Good Friday – April 2nd
Easter Sunday – April 4th, 10:45 a.m.

At this point we plan to continue to worship
virtually until the Administrative Board in
consultation with the Council on Ministries chooses
differently. Your safety is our utmost concern. We
will have Lenten Kits available via drive through on
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Notes from the Organ Bench

February 2021 Calendar

Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2
Groundhog
Day

7
10:45am
Virtual
Worship

8
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

9

Wednesday

Thursday

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

Friday

3
4
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

5
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

10
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

12
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

11
6:30 p.m.
COM meeting

Saturday
6

SOWN Group enjoying a Wednesday
evening gathering via Zoom.
Jim West
Minister of Music

Welcome Clavinova!
13

Since Rev. Jim West is on a well-earned vacation, we wanted to share
with you a bit about the latest addition to our music ministry - - the
new Clavinova, attained after lightning struck our organ and our
keyboard.
The Clavinova is a long-running line of premium digital pianos by
the Yamaha Corporation. It is similar in styling to an acoustic piano
but with many features common to various keyboards such as the
ability to save and load songs, the availability of different voices, and,
in more recent models, the ability to be connected to a computer via
USB or wireless network for music productions.

7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)
14
10:45am
Virtual
Worship
1-3 p.m. Lenten
drive-thru kit
pickup

15
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

16
17
11:30 a.m. Food Ash
Bank Pickup
Wednesday
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)
9-5 Lenten kits
available in
office

Presidents Day

Valentines Day
Scouting
Ministries
Sunday

21
10:45am
Virtual
Worship

22
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
6:30 p.m.
Ad Bd Meeting

28
10:45am
Virtual
Worship

23

24
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
7 p.m.
SOWN Music
Group (Virtually)

18
19
11 a.m. Walmart 8:30 a.m.
pickup
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
2 p.m.
Food Pantry
2 p.m.

20

Its name “Clavinova” is a combination of the 2 words "Clavier", meaning "keyboard instrument" and
"nova", meaning "new". In 2018, the Clavinova celebrated its 35th anniversary since its invention in 1983.
If you have noticed what sounds like a male quartet singing on some of the hymns it is a wonderful
feature of the Clavinova, It re-masters the singer's own voice and feeds it back instantaneously so that it
seems the one voice has become a full vocal ensemble, all controlled by the chords the player has
chosen.
Rev. West says the Clavinova will do everything but put out popcorn and he is having a wonderful time
utilizing it in Worship.

Baby Grace

Letter from Breezy
25

26

27

“Surprised by joy.” These are the words of C.S. Lewis (Christian
writer), written during a time of overwhelming grief in his
personal life and the backdrop of WWII. He discovered that in
the worst times, there were brief surprising moments of joy. We
too can find these. For example, a beautiful ice storm , a rain
shower, a sunrise or sunset of extraordinary beauty, a cardinal at the bird feeder, the birth of a new baby in the family, a rose, a greeting
card or note, an unexpected compliment, a “thank you,” and the list could go on.
During February, work on your own joy list. In these unexpected moments of joy
may you be surprised by joy often.
Love and joy to all,
Mary Beth aka Breezy
February 2021
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Court Street United Methodist Church Scholarships

The Valentine Ministry

Deana Ready, Scholarship Chair

Linda Williams, Chair

We are very fortunate to have the following scholarship opportunities available through our church. The
scholarship awards vary in amount and range between $1000 and $5000 per academic year.
The Virginia Rosser Memorial Scholarship is available to undergraduate or master level graduate
students attending an institution of higher education. This scholarship is open to any area of
study.
The Mary E. Wilson Music Scholarship is available to undergraduate students majoring in the
area of music.

It’s time for Valentines!! We all love to get them,
so plan on remembering our folks at home and in
care centers with cheerful, colorful valentines and
notes! Make this your February ministry to
outreach to our church members with sweet
sayings, colorful hearts, and all things “Valentine.”
I know many of you enjoy sending them.
While we can’t do Valentine Bags for each person
on our Church Care List (page 10) as a church
right now, we CAN mail these individuals and our
other church friends a Valentine. Help share the
love and spread the joy!

The Vince and Lola Watson
Scholarship is available to
undergraduate students
attending an institution of
higher education. This
scholarship focuses on
students who have the
greatest financial need and may
not otherwise be available to
attend school. This scholarship is
open to any area of study.

2021 Holidays and Office Closure
Day(s)

The scholarship may be received for multiple years if the student applies annually and demonstrates
continued need and adequate academic progress.
Application for these scholarships includes the completion of the FAFSA on an annual basis. The FAFSA
is the gateway to any federal grants or loans. (WWW.FAFSA.Gov)

Historical Society Trivia Night Moved to May 8

The following criterion is used to determine recipients.

•
•
•

Holiday Closure

Friday
January 1
New Year’s Day
Monday
April 5
Easter Monday^
Monday
May 31
Memorial Day
Monday
July 5
Independence Day Monday
Monday
September 6
Labor Day
Thursday & Friday
November 25-26
Thanksgiving Holiday
Monday
December 27
Christmas Monday*
Friday
December 31
New Year’s Eve
^Do not close on Good Friday; closed on Monday
* Do not close on Christmas Eve; closed on Monday

The students receiving these scholarships must demonstrate continued commitment to the standards
expected of our Christian faith.

•
•
•
•

2021 Date(s)

Diane Burre Ludwig

Callaway County resident (preference given to graduating seniors)
Open to any area of study unless specified in the name of the scholarship
Active member/regular participant in the life of a church (preference given to CSUMC members)
Two confidential letters of recommendation from church members of applicant’s “home church,”
including one from the church minister
Community leadership, service and activities
Financial need (the Student Aid Report -SAR- of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid-FAFSA
-will be the baseline)
Satisfactory academic progress is required

Court Street UMC loves to play Trivia! This year,
we’ll have to wait a bit. The Kingdom of
Callaway Historical Society is moving its
President’s Day Trivia Night, normally held in
late February, to May 8. Due to Covid-19, it was
felt the event needed to move. Since President
Harry S. Truman was announced last year as the
featured president for 2021 due to Missouri’s
200 anniversary this year, Trivia Night will be
held on Truman’s birthday, May 8.
More details will be available nearer the time of
the event.

Completed application information must be provided to the Court Street United Methodist Church
Office by the end of the business day no later than the last business day of March (Wednesday, March
31, 2021).
If all required information is not available the application will not be considered.
If you are a student who is interested in pursuing this scholarship opportunity please contact the church
office for additional information.
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Safe Sanctuary = Safe Gatherings

Excerpts of Letters from Our Scholarship Recipients

It’s all in a name! CSUMC has participated in the Safe Sanctuaries program. The program has been updated
and is now known as Safe Gatherings. Missouri United Methodists affirm that all children, youth and
vulnerable adults have the right to safe sanctuary. Therefore, Missouri United Methodists are determined to
provide an environment in which these persons are safe from neglect or abuse. The provision of safe
sanctuaries applies to all staff and volunteers, clergy or lay, who have direct or indirect contact with children
or youth in conference and/or district sponsored events. The Safe Sanctuaries/Safe Gatherings Certification
Authority along with the Missouri Conference Mission Council is responsible for the Safe Sanctuaries/Safe
Gatherings policy and procedures. Each conference and/or district ministry involving children, youth, or
vulnerable adults follows these policy and procedures.
The Safe Gatherings certification process is an online based training. Those currently Safe Sanctuaries
certified do NOT have to update their training until their current certification expires. Please thank the
following for their service to this program.: Mona Bartley, Alan Finke, Jan Finke, Linda Mealy, Deana Ready,
Lindsay Ready, Linda Roots, Michelle Kratzer, Julie Uhls and Linda Williams. Their certifications do not expire
until 2022. If you are interested in becoming Safe Gatherings certified, please contact the church office and
information regarding the process will be provided.

Letters from the Community
Several months ago my mother-on-law and father-nlaw Billy and Betty Raines passed away. In going through
their things my sister-on-law rediscovered two memorial plates
for Court Street Methodist Church. The first celebrated the
construction of the original church that was begun in 1899
and completed in 1900. The second plate commemorates the
second church completed in 1958. Betty’s parents were Kenneth
Wickell and Geneva Wickell, who were members there.
Kenneth was remembered for donating a Christmas tree to the
church every year from his Christmas tree farm. Please accept
these plates as part of the church’s history, donated by Kenneth
and Geneva's grandchildren, Stephan Raines and Deborah
Raines.
Blessings to you,
Sincerely,
Annette Raines
Dear friends,
Lyla McGinnis, my mother, passed away on November 25, 2020. I know many of
you held her in your prayers and were very kind to send cards and notes to her
during her stay in Rolla, Missouri.
She treasured each friendship, each card, and each note! Thank you for
maintaining your care for her over the years and across the miles.
David and Marcia Smith
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Hello,
My name is Rachel Pezold, one of your scholarship award winners last semester. I
wanted to update you on how my fall semester went at Mizzou. It was a much different setting
that I had anticipated, but I did my best to make the most of it! All of my classes ended up
changing from in-person to virtual just two weeks before school started, so I spent my class
times on zoom in my dorm room. I learned a lot this semester, not only in my academics, but
about my own independence and also in my faith life. I know there were so many things that
were cancelled and I missed out on but I am still so grateful for all the opportunities I got to take
part in. I am looking forward to next semester and I hope I can continue growing throughout
my college career.
Dear Court Street United Methodist Congregation,
My first semester of college was an overall success. I took Botany, Natural
Resources, Meteorology, and Theater. I am blessed to still be a part of my home church,
and am excited for the ways the live stream will reach more people. My youth group and
I also took part in a live nativity for a local Christmas celebration. My younger brother
and I did the music for it. It was a fun community outreach opportunity. I have been
able to minister to other students in my classes as well. I thank you again for your
support and investment in my future, for it I am very grateful. I will keep you updated,
and let you know how everything goes next semester.
God Bless,
Sierra Barker
I am pleased to inform you all that not only has my third year at Hannibal
LaGrange University gone exceedingly well to date, but it has been full of many
exciting events as well . The primary focus of my classes this year have been biblical
preaching, Christian ethics, church history, and an in depth study of the New Testament.
While the pandemic has made class structures a bit different this year, it has not
hindered my education in any major way. I am very grateful for the opportunity to
attend such a great school, and that is all thanks to people like yourselves, as well as the
others who have seen fit to invest in, and support my future, and my education. Thank
you for your prayers and support; I am excited to see what the future holds.
-Skyler Barker
February 2021
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