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… an imperfect people learning to love perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and wholeness through Jesus Christ.

R2 Note . . .
The Opening Door…There are some
things that are worth turning to again and
again. In the ever-shifting landscape of the
pandemic they become touchstones providing
stability when everything feels anything but
stable. This year I turn again to a prayer for the
opening door from one such touchstone, Celtic
Daily Prayer: Prayers and Readings from the
Northumbria Community (HarperOne: 2002,
p238). As we embark on the journey of this
New Year, perhaps this is a prayer we can share
together no matter where we find ourselves or
on what day we offer it.
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transformation of the world.
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Phone: 573-642-5721

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com

wholeness through Jesus Christ.

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak

Staff

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor

Phone: 573-416-4023

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

Office hours: when available and by appointment
www.courtumc.org
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www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist

10:45 a.m. Online Only
Check website and Facebook for updates.

“This is to be used as a ‘first-footing’
prayer. In Scotland and the northern parts of
England, New Year is given much importance:
folk go from house to house wishing each other
a good year ahead, and celebrate their good
wishes with food and plenty of drink. It is often
seen as important who should be the first to
cross the threshold and ‘bring in the year’ once
midnight has passed.
“This song (spoken or sung) asks Christ
Himself to come and ‘first-foot’ for us. The door
is opened to welcome Him in and invite His
blessing, whether He comes in silence or in the
company of other guests.
“This day is a new day
that has never been before.
This year is a new year,
the opening door.
Open the door
Enter, Lord Christ—
we have joy in Your coming.
You have given us life;
and we welcome Your coming.
I turn now to face You,
I lift up my eyes.
Be blessing my face, Lord;
be blessing my eyes.

May all my eye looks on
be blessed and be bright,
my neighbours, my loved ones
be blessed in Your sight.
You have given us life
and we welcome Your coming.
Be with us, Lord,
we have joy, we have joy.
This year is a new year,
the opening door.
Be with us, Lord,
we have joy, we have joy.”

As we open both our physical and virtual
doors to our community at CSUMC may we
welcome Christ and have joy, have joy in
2021. Until we meet again in the New Year,
May God’s grace and peace enfold your
spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

Christmas Eve at Court Street UMC
It was a most Holy Night as Court Street UMC celebrated a traditional Christmas Eve service under most nontraditional circumstances due to Covid-19. Communion packets had been distributed earlier in the day via
drive-thru on the back parking lot and the tech team had made the necessary preparations for taping services
for YouTube. Rev. Clayton Peak summoned all to worship with a stirring trumpet solo, luminaries lined the
aisle, Baby Jesus lay in the manger, Rev. Rebecca lit the final Advent candle and shared a Christmas message.
Rev. Jim’s rich voice provided a host of holiday songs, including O’ Holy Night. Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Clayton
presided over communion and the final lighting of the candles during Silent Night. It was a service all will
remember - - and cherish. Enjoy the service by visiting our website, courtumc.org and go to Virtual Worship,
then select Advent/Christmas2020 to find the Christmas Eve service.

December 2020 Statistics at a Glance
Households Served:
70 representing 175 members
Ages Represented:
12 children (0-4)
38 children (5-17)

92 adults (18-59)
33 seniors (60+)
General Food Pantry Donations:
Food Bank provided 4,313 pounds
Walmart provided 500 pounds of food
Work Crews:
Tuesday: 8

Thursday: 5

Friday: 4

On Tuesdays volunteers work on gathering supplies and filling one large box for
each household. This month, the new
freezer was full of chicken patties and
the cooler was full of sweet peppers
among many other items. We sincerely
appreciate the additional support from
major cash donations from CSUMC
members and others in the community.

Many Thanks !!!

Wiley House Update
Mary Ann Echelmeier,
Outreach & Witness Co-Chair

O ’Holy Night

We will be serving the Wiley House Meal on
January 22. It’s unclear at this time if guests are
staying all day as well as night. We are generally greeted by them when we arrive and they
help unload and carry food into the house.
They are always respectful and so appreciative.
We’ll be serving a hamburger/pasta dish with a
green salad and hot rolls. A special thanks to
Steve and Mona Bartley for donating the
ground beef.

Loved Ones Remembered with Luminarias
Doug Blattner
Evangeline Blattner
Howard Blattner
By Betsy Tutt
Barbara Stassel
By Donald Stassel
January 2021

Mildred & Fritz Burre
Nick Ludwig
Nick, Virginia and Michael Ludwig
By Diane Burre Ludwig

Christmas Eve
Offering for
Super Sam
Foundation
Total Received
to Date
$325
Page 2

Thank you for your support and hopefully we
can give our guests a good start to the new
year.
NEEDED — PAPER SUPPLIES
Wiley House can always use extra paper products, especially toilet tissue and paper towels.
If you would like to donate any of those items,
they can be brought to the church office on
Wednesdays or Fridays during office hours.
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The Baby Grace Tree and Food Panty Tree at the
Field of Joy during Christmas at Veteran’s Park.

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy,
Coordinator
In December 2020:
2100 diapers distributed and
11 families were seen

Court Street UMC

December 2020
Looking Back ...
December 6

$ 7,630

December 13

$ 4,808

December 20

$ 396

December 27

$ 4,716

Our Views for Online Worship On …

December 6

68

December 13

62

December 20

66

December 21

24

December 24

118

December 27

29

Church Care Ministry

Notes from the Organ Bench

This section highlights our members, good news, and
any special care needs of our church family.

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

Our Care Center Folks
Bristol Manor

Bonnie Dixon

Fulton Manor

Romaine “Edith”
Schmid

Missouri Veterans Home

Claude Niedergerke

Valley Park

Dorothy Schmid

Our Folks at Home
Ralph Wimp & Mary Beth Wimp
Ray Dixon

The family of Jennifer Kemp-Oestreich, wife of
George L. Oestreich, who passed away on December 4,
2020
The family of Tommy Joe Maddox, husband of Cyndi
Maddox, who passed away on December 10, 2020

Birthdays:
3:
8:
13:
15:
15:
17:
19:
20:
20:

George Rutherford
Katelyn Teel
Chloe McCue
Lance Randolph
Cameron Utterback
Tess Bartley
David Beaver
Michelle Kratzer
Jackson Bartley

January 2021

21:
22:
22:
25:
29:
29:
31:

Shirley Cunningham
Rebecca McCue
James Speek
Vincent Hammond
Carl Stassel
Linda Williams
Linda Mealy

OWN is getting to be a very popular Wednesday
Night activity with the choir and also with United
Methodists all across the state, and even in other
states. When I was a pastor it was my habit to host
a Wednesday Night dinner and worship every
week. Many of our new attendees at SOWN are
members of former churches of mine, or ministerial
colleagues of mine. The most we have had at any
one time is 16 but we have had about 30 different
people in and out throughout the weeks.
The SOWN is NOT just for singers. But we do sing,
and pray, and have a meditation, and fellowship
together. Mick sends out the links each week along
with a PDF file you can download and print in case
you don't have a hymnal at home.

Flora Delle Clayton

Prayers of Resurrection and Sympathy to:

January Celebrations

S

Altar Flowers
Providing flowers for our altar is a loving
gesture and allows you to honor or remember
a loved one or event. The cost is $20 and you
may pick up the floral arrangement after
worship service it taped. The sign-up book to
select a date for altar flowers is in the lobby.
You may also call the office at 573-642-5721
to put in your request.
Dates Available: January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Many thanks to the following for their altar
flower contributions during December:
December 27: Anonymous—In grateful appreciation for the Lord’s guidance in dealing
with a most challenging year!
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I have been much in prayer for Pastors Rebecca and
Clayton in their quarantine, and have been praying
for former choir members Marion and Rich Leukonotte during Marion's illness, and Bell Choir
Member Cyndi Maddox on her illness, and the illness and passing of her Husband Tom. Our prayers
for them and all who have suffered during this time.
Progress has been happening on repairing our
magnificent organ after the lightning strike, and I
know it has been a frustrating process for our
trustee specialists but they have done a great job in
keeping us going.

Singing On Wednesday Nights (SOWN) members
enjoy a Zoom session led by Rev. Jim.

I am looking forward with great anticipation
when our bells can ring and our singers can sing,
and our congregation can share in the hymns. I
hope none of us forget what it was like to NOT be
able to do that and will take advantage of the
opportunity once we can.
May you be blessed
Jim West, Minister of Music

Amplify
We’re excited to announce that our church has a brand-new multimedia platform—Amplify. Amplify will
allow you to stay engaged and encouraged with videos of inspiring stories, insightful teaching and powerful motivation. The best part is, Amplify is accessible all the time, and on almost any device you use to
watch video.
We will be able to use Amplify for study, reflection, and worship
in just about every facet of our church, including:
Sunday School
Small Groups
Worship Gathering
…and more!
Best of all, Amplify is free to everyone in our church family. All you need to do is contact the church office
via email for the access code. Then visit our Amplify church website, enter the access code, and create your
free Amplify account today! Then start exploring all that’s available. It’s that simple. Once your account is
created you can access all the content through your personal computer, smartphone, tablet, and TV using
Roku or Amazon. We will officially launch Amplify on Sunday, January 10.
Page 3

Court Street UMC

Letter from Breezy

Working to Build God’s KINDOM through Worship

J anuary not only finds us in a new year but

also in a new worship series: KINDOM. Like the
trinitarian community of Parent, Son, and Spirit,
God created us for relationship with Godself
and one another. In that way we are all “kin.”
That’s God’s original plan. The human condition, socioeconomic and cultural differences
encourage us to live in isolation. But God
through Christ offers us a collaborative and
redemptive ministry
where that kinship is
restored and redeemed.
There is a ripple effect to
relational ministry. Like
the ripples made when a
stone is thrown into a
lake, one relationship
touches another, and
God’s love moves out in
concentric circles.
We seek to come alongside one another and to
create an ideal community of mutual grace,
humility, and service where all are INcluded,
where we INspire one another to live Christcentered lives, and where we INvite others.
Everyone is welcome in this community. Each
person has value and plays a vital role. This
series helps to support the Missouri Conference

Happy New Year to all at Court Street UMC!

priority to create a Pathway Out of Poverty.
Effective ministry with the poor occurs when
we recognize the inherent value of each person.
We have something to learn from each other.
We have something to give each other. We
grow in relationship with each other. We will
also discover the ways in which this series
aligns with our work of becoming a Reconciling Congregation.

Gregory Boyle.

Each week’s worship guide
will provide you with some
tools to carry the message into
the week including some
questions for reflection, a daily
prayer, and daily scripture
readings. In addition, our
companion book for the series
is Barking to the Choir: The
Power of Radical Kinship by

Sunday, January 3 … IN Connection
Sunday, January 10 … IN Support
Sunday, January 17 … IN Relationship
Sunday, January 24 … IN Development
Sunday, January 31 … IN Reconciliation
Sunday, February 7 … IN Jesus’ Attitude
Sunday, February 14 … All IN

It is now 2021 and here are my two suggestions for starting the year on a
positive note.
First—Each Sunday in January read the Sermon on the Mount. Imagine you
are part of that crowd listening to Jesus lay out the path for happiness. In
this sermon, Jesus gives us the way to happiness. You will find this sermon in
Matthew: 5.
Second—In the month of January focus on the word FORGIVE. Try to forgive anyone who has hurt you
either with words or actions. If you can do this you will notice a weight lifted from your heart. You will
notice how much happier you will feel.
I trust you will try both of these to ensure a better year. Read the beatitudes every Sunday (my idea of
a virtual Sunday service) and FORGIVE anyone who might need your forgiveness. It may not help them
but I promise it will help you.
My love to you as you begin a new year.

Mary Beth Wimp a.k.a. Breezy

Dear Ones, you are a blessing
to me! You showered me with
generosity with your Christmas
gift. Thank you.
I look forward to all that God
has in store for us at CSUMC in
the coming year.
Grace and peace,
Rev. Rebecca

Thanks to all who brought the Christmas
Card Ministry to life by sending cards to our
church family. They were well-received
and greatly appreciated!

Dear Friends in Mission,
Thank You! The dear people you just
helped with your gift to UMCOR ($515)
may never have the opportunity to meet
you, but if they did, I’m certain their
response would be—Thank you! . . .

Year-End Statements
Coming Soon
Linda Rootes, Treasurer
Year-end giving statements for 2020 will
be prepared and mailed during January.
Please check your statement and report
any errors and/or omissions to the office
so corrections can be made.

January 2021

First thank you for the many Christmas cards and notes. They warmed our
hearts.
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Together, may we continue to reveal
the love of God for men, women and
children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and
national backgrounds and to demonstrate genuine love for our neighbors.
Grace and Peace,
Roland Fernandes, General Secretary,
UMCOR US Disaster Response and
Recovery
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Thank you to the Congregation for
the cards, gifts, and kind expressions of good will during this past
Christmas season. It is one of the
great joys of my life to serve as
your minister of Music and you
bless me every day.
Thank you
Dear Church and Church Friends,
Thank you for the newsletters,
I feel like I have been to church
service.
I have not sent Christmas cards
as I have been in the hospital. A
Merry Christmas to all and a
Happy New Year.
Love,
Flora Delle Clayton

Best Wishes for the Holiday and
for Health and Happiness
throughout the Year.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year. NOEL!
Lance & Peggy Randolph

The Rev. Jim West

Dear CSUMC Congregation,
Thank you so much for your kindness and
generosity, as evidenced through the
Christmas card and money you gifted
me. Of course, the kindness and generosity you have shown me are not limited to
this year's holiday gift. You have consistently illustrated both of these things to me
during my tenure at the church, and I am
grateful now and always. Merry Christmas
and Happy New Years, everyone -- may
2021 be a much better year than the one
we are now leaving behind!
Mick Brewer. Admin. Asst.
Court Street UMC

