
February Happenings at The rock 

(Youth Ministry) 

On February 21st members at The Rock practiced the art 

of doodling while exploring the story of the covenant that 

God made with Noah and all of creation.                   

(Pictured to the left and below) 

What could be more fun than realizing 

our furniture arrangement divided us 

more than it brought us together and 

we needed to make a change. 

#StrongerTogether So, we did a little 

redecorating to start our night on     

February 21st. Welcome to The                   

Conversation Pit! In the process we 

learned that it is OK to do a new thing. 

If this configuration doesn't suit us we'll 

just redecorate. For now it's a great 

place to refresh after games as well as a 

great place for conversations.    

(Pictured right) 

Attendees participated in a spirited (and 

masked!) round of Rock, Paper, Scissors. 

(Pictured right) 
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May Your Faith Inform … Lent is usually a       

reflective season for me.  I spend more time 

wondering as I wander.  I spend more time in 

the “new person’s land” of the questions rather 

than in the certainty of the answers.  Lent is that 

great between time—between life and death, 

death and resurrection.  And so I wonder:  is it 

my faith that informs other things or do other 

things             

inform my 

faith? 

My                    

spiritual      

discipline this 

year is to                  

complete the 

Bible in One 

Year 2021 

with Nicky 

Gumbel.  

Gumbel is the 

creator of the               

Alpha               

program, and 

introduction 

to the Christian faith and a tool for both        

discipleship and evangelism.  I’m listening to it 

on the Youtube Version app using The Message 

translation for the scripture passages.  It’s     

delightful!  If you’ve never tried to read or listen 

to the Bible in a year I highly recommend it.  I 

may not always agree with the finer points of 

the devotional but it still expands my                   

understanding and prompts my wondering.  

Listening to the scriptures reminds me of other 

passages.  It even helps me hear the Word 

afresh.  But best of all is the way in which it 

shapes my approach to the remainder of my 

day.  More often than not I find that, after           

listening, it’s my faith that informs my approach 

to the events of the day rather than the reverse. 

Let’s expand that for a moment:  Does my faith               

inform my politics or do politics inform my faith?  

Does my faith inform my worldview or does my 

worldview inform my faith?  Does my faith inform 

my morals, values, mission, and vision or do these 

things inform my faith?  How would you answer 

these questions for yourself?  Perhaps, then, this 

Lent is an opportunity to practice allowing my faith 

to more               

intentionally 

inform all the      

areas and 

aspects of my 

life. 

And so I 

wonder, I 

reflect on a 

life                    

informed by 

faith above 

all else.  What 

are you     

wondering 

about and 

reflecting 

upon in this holy season?  I’d love to hear.   

Until we meet again, 

 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit, 

Rev. Rebecca 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/strongertogether?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXslQqTucOIKvGe1qYLnA-lukHNG78a4-AkHvHVI1keySERjrW1haP6s8mBxpF5xDgjyqO-1KhhN5QMtsrPdSFZWvqwSLe6wixQF1uY4eTquLDSL_lXXZxS45jXC_khw3MORtHghc9VgYP7z29zXr59ZMCCFn448hwHxwEMGqSvnQ&__tn__=*N


Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain  

Plans Unrolling for In-Person Worship on Easter 

Lenten Kits Created 

With great joy, we share with you that we will open 

for in-person worship on Easter Sunday, April 4, 

2021.  We will continue to follow the COVID      

protocols put in place 

last year when we 

reopened the                  

sanctuary.  You can 

read more about 

these protocols on 

page 10 .Your                 

worship team is 

prayerful that you are 

finding deep meaning 

in this holy season of 

Lent.  We switched up 

our drive-through 

Lent kit pick-up and 

shifted to a delivery 

system because of 

the inclement                  

weather.  We are 

thankful for all the 

volunteers who made 

that quick pivot possible.  The large wooden cross 

that usually graces our sanctuary is on the lawn in 

front of the sanctuary along Court Street.  We’d 

love to weave your prayer requests around the 

cross.  Be sure to share your prayer requests for 

people and situations with us.  Keep those coming 

into the office via voicemail and/or email. 

On Easter Sunday that same cross will be                                

transformed, as it is year after year, with the beauty 

of flowers.  Last year the pandemic forced us into 

virtual worship mode.  You weren’t able to add 

flowers.  This year we’re hatching a plot that will 

involve all who gather for worship on Easter                 

Sunday.  We’ll let you know more of those details.  

Until Easter, we will 

continue to worship 

virtually [see the     

schedule for the                    

remainder of Lent and 

Holy Week below].  The 

good news is that we 

plan to continue to       

offer a virtual option for 

worship on our 

YouTube channel.   

Sunday, March 7 … 

Again & Again, We Are 

Shown the Way 

Sunday, March 14 … 

Again & Again, God 

Loves First 

Sunday, March 21 … 

Again & Again, We Are 

Reformed 

Sunday, March 28 … Again & Again, We Draw on 

Courage 

Virtual Holy Thursday, April 1 @ 7 p.m. @ 

CSUMC … Again & Again, We Are Held Together 

Good Friday, April 2 @ 7 p.m. @ Shiloh UMC … 

Again & Again, We Find Ourselves Here 

Easter Sunday, April 4 … Again & Again, The Sun 

Rises 

Church members gathered to prepare Lenten At-Home Kits in 

mid-February.  Each kit contained a devotional booklet, daily 

devotional cards, an Ash Wednesday cross of ashes, three 

communion element kits, a tealight candle, and instructions for 

worship starting with Ash Wednesday on February 17 through 

Good Friday, April 2.  Many thanks to Worship Team co-chairs 

Mallory Rueter and Sue Lippincott.  Pictured here are (l-r) 

Deanna Hudson, Jan Finke, Rev. Rebecca, Barb Rueter, and 

Mallory Rueter as they assemble the kits. 
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Re-Opening the Church at Easter 

Our Safety Protocols 

As a United Methodist Church we have a commitment to create a safe space for the congregation and 
community to gather.   We must reflect on the United Methodists General Rules: Do No Harm, Do 
Good, and Stay in Love with God.  
 
With that in mind, and after considering all concerns and local protocols, the following safety and 
health guidelines are identified as necessary as we return to worship: 
 
Physical distancing must be maintained.  What does that mean?  The church sanctuary will be 
marked with designated seating areas.  The intent is to maintain a minimum of six feet between        
people.  However, families may sit together as they have been living together. 
 
The ushers will seat people as they enter and exit the church.  We will enter through the center 
aisle of the sanctuary.  Those arriving first will be seated at the front of the sanctuary with those                              
arriving after behind them in designated areas.  The intent is to limit the possibility of contact with     
others.  The ushers will dismiss people at the end of the service.   
 
Wearing masks while in the building is in effect.  Once seated you may choose to remove your 
mask as long as you are physically distanced from others.  Please wear your mask when traveling in the 
building. 
 
Physical contact is discouraged.  Hand shaking, hugging, passing the peace etc. should not take 
place. 
 
Congregating in groups outside the building is discouraged. 
  
Hymnals, Bibles, bulletins and other common items have been removed from the sanctuary.  The 

purpose of this action is to prevent others from handling shared items.  Singing is eliminated from our 

worship as this is an identified way to spread the virus.  Recorded or instrumental music may be used. 

Sanitation guidelines are in place.  Hand sanitizer is available for all to use.  Should you use the 
church’s restrooms you are asked to sanitize the area after use. This involves wiping down the            
door-knobs and the handles on the sink.  Supplies and instructions are available in the restrooms. 
   
We look forward to worshiping together again, and by following the guidelines we can honor our           
General Rules.  Hope to see you in church! 
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March 2021 Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

4 5 

World Day of 

Prayer 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

6 

 

7 

10:45am   

Virtual 

Worship 

3rd Sunday in 

Lent 

 

 

8 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

9 

 

10 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

11 

6:30 p.m.  

COM meeting 

12 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

13 

 

14 

10:45am   

Virtual 

Worship 

4th Sunday in 

Lent 

 

 

15 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:30 p.m. 

Ad Bd Meeting 

 

 

16 

11:30 a.m. Food 

Bank  Pickup 

 

 

17 

St. Patrick’s 

Day 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

 

 

18 

11 a.m. Walmart 

pickup  

 

 

 

19 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

2 p.m. 

Food Pantry 

2 p.m.  

Baby Grace 

20 

21 

10:45am   

Virtual 

Worship 

5th Sunday in 

Lent 

 

 

22 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

23 

 

24 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

28 

10:45am   

Virtual 

Worship 

Palm Sunday 

29 

Monday of  

Holy Week 

30 

Tuesday of 

Holy Week 

31 

Wednesday of 

Holy Week 

1 

Holy Thursday 

2 

Good Friday 

3 

Holy 

 Saturday 

 

Notes from the Clavinova Bench 

 Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

With the organ still awaiting repair, we are so blessed to 

have the Yamaha Clavinova which has a wealth of organ 

sounds, including some that cannot be duplicated by our 

magnificent organ.  I am still just LEARNING all its             

capabilities but am glad to have it. 

I hope you have taken the opportunity to watch our online 

services.  I know it is NOT the same as being together in 

worship, and I miss that, likely, as much as you do.  But 

while we CAN'T be together we can still worship together 

via our online ministries.   

Now, live streaming worship has its own unique challenges.  I told Pastor Clayton last week that I hadn't 

made a mistake, I had made a spontaneous creative decision, but that was a big old fib because I was 

as surprised as everyone else to hear my finger playing a note I clearly did NOT intend to press.  We 

can, on occasion when doing pre-recorded services, go back and redo something but in live worship 

whether in person or streaming there really isn't much way to go back and start over and do it 

right.  When we do pre-recorded services there is more chance to have a do-over but that makes a lot 

of extra editing work for Pastor Clayton,  We are grateful for Pastor Clayton and the tech team, and the 

worship team which work together to make as beautiful a setting for Pastor Rebecca and me to present 

the upfront part of our worship. 

Join us for SOWN on Wednesday evenings, when you can, for a service of music, scripture, sermon and 

prayer.  Mick sends out an e-invite to the worship.   Watch the newsletter for all the wonderful things 

planned throughout Lent and Holy Week.  May you have a blessed and holy lent. 

In Grace and Peace 

Rev. Jim West 

Our House Winter Emergency – Thanks to All 

 Mary Ann Echelmeier, outreach & witness co-chair 

With temperatures hovering at the zero mark in mid-February, it was emergency assistance time at Our 

House.  They were already at capacity and still needed to provide some assistance to those without      

shelter.  So a request went out to the community and especially to local churches. 

Within hours, Court Street UMC was able to pull together $1,250 to donate to Our House. Gifts came 

from individuals and church families as well as a donation from the church budget.  We know the gifts 

were needed and appreciated by those whose only hope was survival during this most challenging 

time.  Here is a portion of the thank you letter from Misty Dothage, executive director of Our House. 

“We were able to provide 8 families and/or single adults with hotel stays, 10 emergency reflecting               

blankets, 45 heaters, 25 extra blankets, and several additional gloves, hats, scarves, and hot hand warmers 

(that I didn’t track but that were requested when people came to get a heater. :)  

It was amazing to meet a need in the community that wouldn’t have been met if wonderful churches and 

community members wouldn’t have stepped up and reached out their loving hands to support this! 

Any extra funds will go toward emergency/severe weather response in the summer and this coming              

winter. Winter always catches us off-guard in MO, so I’ll be able to stock up in advance to be ready for it! 

I was amazed at the response since it was heavily dependent on word of mouth and had such a short 

amount of time between concept to launch of the resources.”   Our thanks to all who helped answer the 

call for this winter emergency. 
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Letters from the 

Community 

To Court St. UMC 

First, thank you to everyone for your 

Valentines and notes. They truly       

provided a “surprised by joy” moment 

for us!  

One word to focus on 

for March is “Hope.” 

The scripture verse       

to focus on is Psalm 

33:21: “We put our 

hope in the Lord, He 

is our protector and 

our help.” We need to 

think carefully 

about where we put 

our hope. Let us make sure we put our 

hope in God. Why? Because he is our 

Protector and help.  We know because 

he has protected and helped us in the 

past, as so beautifully put in verse 3 of 

Amazing Grace.: “Through many              

dangers, toil, and snares, we have              

already come. T’was grace that 

brought us safe this far, and grace will 

lead us home.” So, for the month of 

March, put your hope in the Lord, who 

has protected and helped us in the past 

and will continue to do so.  

So do remember 

when you feel the 

need for help and 

protection through 

these dark days, put 

your hope in God, 

who is indeed our 

helper and protector.  

So, I wish for you joy 

and hope as we 

await the celebration of Christ’s        

resurrection and the coming of Spring 

and the new life of all of nature. 

Love and thanks to all 

Breezy a.k.a Mary Beth 

Letter from Breezy 
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   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes,  Coordinator 

February Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

53 representing 112 members 

Ages Represented:   

5 children (0-4)  

25 children (5-17) 

56 adults (18-59)  

26 seniors (60+) 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

We were blessed with some 115 items donated by 

community members. 

Walmart gave us approximately 1350 pounds of 

produce and bakery goods. 

SERVE shared 32 boxes of baby food. 

Work Crews:  

Thursday - 5, Friday - 8  Lots of work to fill the    

boxes, distribute the food, and then clean up        

afterwards! The generosity of our crews is            

outstanding. Way to go!!  

Additional Notes:  

With the bad weather conditions on Tuesday we did 

not go to Columbia for food from the Food Bank. 

Special shout out to John Rootes and Cyndi Maddox 

who took their vehicles to Walmart for pickup on 

Thursday.  

  Baby Grace  

  Linda Mealy,  

   Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

In February: 

1240 diapers distributed and 

14 families were seen 

Wiley House Update 

        Mary Ann Echelmeier,  

      Outreach & Witness Co-Chair 

We made the meal for Wiley House on January 22. 

Along with the meal there was also a donation of 

paper towels and bathroom tissue. Last week 

there was also a donation of paper products left in 

the church office. Thank you to John Roots for 

delivering it to Wiley House. Our next day to     

provide the meal will be March 26.   
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February Report to Congregation 

...Continued 

Past Concerns 

1) The technology needs of the church have been updated to address the needs for virtual worship. 

Most of the technology is in place and going well.  There continue to be a few final things to be  

addressed but we anticipate completion soon.  

2) The church is registered with Safe Gatherings (formerly known as Safe Sanctuary.)  New participants 

will be trained through the conference process.  

3) The status of the organ has not yet been finalized.  We 

continue to work with the insurance company regarding 

this outcome.  Rev. Jim West is working with the company 

regarding the Clavinova as it is an integral part of our     

worship.  (Fun Fact:  Rev. Jim has been able to take                

advantage of some training sessions for the new keyboard 

with the organist at Busch Stadium.). Arrangements to tune 

the piano were also approved.  The pandemic has          

postponed our regular tuning schedule.   

 

Current Concerns 

1) A spending plan is being developed to identify needs of the building and ministries that flow from 

God’s vision for our congregation.  Immediate activities discussed include the need to develop and 

finalize a spending plan for 2021.  Additional input is requested from various groups regarding their 

needs and anticipated expenses involved to carry out each team’s ministries.   

2) P & L Electric will be replacing the light bulbs in our sanctuary and adjusting spotlights in the               

chancel area.   

3) The audit committee, Mona Bartley and Holly Dudley, are reviewing the 2020 financial information 

this week. 

4)  Electrical work was completed at the parsonage.  Additional tree trimming will occur when weather 

permits.  In the last few years we have removed a few dead trees at the parsonage and planted two 

new trees in the front yard.   

5) CSUMC  donated funds to Our House to assist in developing a warming station during the frigid 

weather.  We are working with a volunteer who requested Bibles for Our House.  

6) Bids are being requested regarding the repair of the cracked windows in Fellowship Hall. 

Future Concerns 

Looking forward, there are areas to be considered. They are not immediate but should be on our “to do” 

list for the future.  On the wish list are: 1…replacing the carpet in the sanctuary and lobby, obtaining 

matching pew cushions, 2…releading/glazing the stained glass windows in the sanctuary, and 

3…“keeping an eye” on the boiler. 

If you have any questions regarding any of this information, please contact a member of the                           

Administrative Board.  We are happy to answer your questions. If we don’t know the answer we will try 

to find it.  Our greatest desire is to unleash everyone for ministry!  Our next hybrid Administrative Board 

meeting is at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 15. 
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Administrative Board Shifting the Way it Works 

 Updates from Deana Ready, Lay member to annual conference  

Linda Rootes, Administrative Board Chair 

The Big Picture 

Your Administrative Board 

is shifting the way we do 

our work.  At the            

recommendation of Rev. 

Mi Hyeon Lee, Mid-State 

District Superintendent, 

three leaders   (Rev.         

Rebecca, Linda Mealy, and 

Linda Rootes) participated 

in a webinar refresher 

course on the Simplified                    

Accountable Structure on 

January 31.  Since Court 

Street UMC adopted this 

governing structure in 

2016, much has been 

learned about how to 

make the structure work more effectively. As we continue to learn we will implement these changes so 

that we can unleash our leaders and members to best use their gifts and passions for ministry. 

It is important to understand the levels of accountability in this structure. The Board's role is governance, 

making decisions for the church. The pastor provides leadership to carry out the decisions of the board 

by working with paid and unpaid staff (team leaders). Those leaders manage teams of members to carry 

out the ministries that align with the decisions made by the board. The board evaluates the results of 

ministries and funds those that are shown to be productive through the annual spending plan (budget).  

The Board is accountable to Jesus Christ to accomplish the mission of "making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world." 

For anything to move forward strategically, the drivers must spend more time looking out the                    

windshield than looking in the rear view mirror. To that end, we will devote more of our meeting time to 

evaluating progress on our goals and less time reporting on what has already happened. With a single 

board we can make timely decisions when needed. 

February Report to Congregation 

We would like to be more transparent in the work we do.  This includes sharing with you what we’re        

doing, some of the past, current, and future activities and needs of the church that are part of the      

faithful work of your Administrative Board.  It may seem like a list of things, but we feel it is important 

for all to know “what is going on” so that, together, we can focus on the mission.  

 

(Continued on next page).  
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