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Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday  9-5  
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Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office hours: when available and by appointment 

www.courtumc.org 

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist 

Mission 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

Vision 

We are an imperfect people learning to love  

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and  

wholeness through Jesus Christ. 

Staff 

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 
 

Sunday Worship 

10:45 a.m.  In-Person and Online 

Check website and Facebook for updates. 
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Welcome back!  It is finally time to begin to 

worship in person again.  Enter his 

gates with thanksgiving, and his 

courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his 

name!  (Psalms 100: 4)    

Easter Sunday was the 

perfect time to open our 

doors and welcome               

everyone in.  What an 

inspiring service we had!  

In person, or virtually, we 

hope you felt the spirit.   

We will still continue to 

live stream our worship 

services and post            

recordings to provide a 

digital worship each 

week.  Now we can also 

have our congregation 

joining us in the pews.  

What joy this brings!  

(Note: We will still                 

social-distance at church 

and wear masks to stay 

safe.)  

A pandemic of these 

proportions is something 

few of us know much 

about.  We have all had to adapt, adjust, re-do, 

rethink, and remake our lifestyles.  This has not 

been easy.   Spring is now here, vaccines are 

being administered, Covid seems to be slowing 

down a bit, and we are all taking a much-

needed deep breath.  Fortunately, our faith is 

strong and we see better days ahead.  

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in             

everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:6-7)   

In visiting with our church members and colleagues, 

we hear again and again 

how isolating this past 

year had been.  We 

need to continue to 

reach out to each other, 

to drop a cheery note, 

make a phone call, send 

a card, drop off a baked 

goodie, or just                     

remember to pray for 

each other.     

We are all anxious to be 

back together, face to 

face, and get back to 

‘normal’ in our church.  

We just need to define 

what our new normal 

will be.  The                    

Administrative Board is 

working to define and 

refine exactly that.   

Our church is going 

through a rebirth of 

sorts.  Who will we               

become?  How can we best serve our community?  

Will our vision change?  How can we best use our 

talents, time and treasures to serve the Lord?  What 

part can each of us play?  As our marquee sign 

notes, ‘Every bunny is welcome.”  

 

We hope this Easter week is a blessing for you and 

that you feel the spirit of the risen Christ in your life.   

Sharing the blessings of easter 



Administrative Board Update 

Hard Decisions - - New Beginnings 

In August of 2020, our church was struck by              

lightning, as we have reported in previous                   

newsletters.  Several of our electronics were                   

compromised including our organ and our                             

electronic keyboard.  The insurance company has 

been most cooperative in trying to get things up 

and running, including replacing our electronic 

keyboard with a state-of-

the-art Clavinova, which 

Rev. Jim now plays each 

Sunday. 

The Rodgers organ has 

been another matter.                            

Insurance company         

representatives were sent 

to look it over and bids 

requested.  They finally                

determined it was better to 

replace the organ at a cost 

to them of $76,910.  Then it 

was discovered that the organ chest which controls 

the pipes would also need to be completely               

rewired and brought up to code, an additional cost 

of $50,000.   

To keep all options open, the Administrative Board 

also asked about taking a settlement for the organ 

and not replacing it as the Clavinova was meeting 

our needs.  The organ, at this moment, does still 

function in a diminished capacity, but being                  

compromised electrically, is not warrantied in any 

way.   Our insurance policy allows for replacement 

or a settlement for the fair market value of the  

organ at the time of the incident.   Our Rodgers           

organ is 23 years old.*   The settlement amount 

offered was $38,455, half the cost of a new organ. 

Upon doing additional research, the Administrative 

Board has determined that big organs like ours are 

no longer the norm in many church services and 

younger people are far more familiar with                   

keyboards like the                 

Clavinova. Fewer people 

even know how to play a 

large organ.  Rev. Jim noted 

that Central Methodist  

University, one of the                

premier music schools in 

the state, has not                 

graduated an organ major 

in 15 years.  We know that 

repairs and maintenance 

are expensive.  Our               

congregation is not                  

currently growing at a rate 

to keep pace with the normal rising costs in our             

general budget.  

After much thought, the Administrative Board                 

finally voted to accept the settlement.   We realize 

this is a hard decision for some and we respect 

that.  Our organ is our old friend.  Like many as we 

age, not everything continues to be the same.  

Changes have to be made.   We hope you will                    

enjoy Rev. Jim’s uplifting music each week no                 

matter where it comes from.  

*It was later determined that the original cost of the 

Rodgers organ in 1997 was $38,690 
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Bibles for Our House 

In early March, Misty Dothage, executive director of 

Our House, posted on Facebook that she was 

wanting to collect Bibles to have on hand at the 

homeless shelter.  In her search, several options 

only provided the New Testament.  She wanted the 

full Bible.  Court Street UMC heard the call and    

responded.  The Administrative Board authorized 

the donation of ten of our pew bibles (those                

without donation book plates).  Christa Edwards of 

the Conference Office also heard the call and                

volunteered to coordinate the donation.  Misty         

recently reported that the residents are snapping 

them up. 

Christa Edwards from 
the Conference Office               
volunteered to collect 
the Bibles for Our 
House.  Here she      
displays the 10 bibles 
Court Street UMC     
donated. 

   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes,  Coordinator 

March Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

63 representing 126 members 

Ages Represented:   

5 children (0-4)  

25 children (5-17) 

63 adults (18-59)  

33 seniors (60+) 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

Food Bank - 4,937 pounds of food and supplies 

Walmart - nothing this month 

Work Crews:  

Tues: 9  Thurs: 4  Fri: 9 

Additional Notes:  

On Tuesday Veronica L. Townsend, senior             

communications student at William Woods                  

University, came with a videographer to interview 

pantry manager Linda Rootes and film our facility 

for a senior project. 

  Baby Grace  

  Linda Mealy,  

   Coordinator 

 

 

 

  

  In March: 

560 diapers; 8 families         

representing 14 children  

Wiley House Update 

      Mary Ann Echelmeier,  

      Outreach & Witness Co-Chair 

On March 26 we provided the meal for Wiley 

House. We made mostaccioli with hot rolls, 

Caesar Salad, brownies and an Easter cookie 

cake. Thank you to Carolyn Horstmeier for 

providing brownies and rolls. Thanks also to 

Jerry and Maureen Long for providing paper 

plates and napkins, paper towels and                 

bathroom tissue. We had 4 volunteers and we 

fed 17 guests.   
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March 2021 

   Looking Back 

Our Presence in Worship On … 

                   In-Person (Worship Crew)      Virtual 

March 7                      9                                   44 

March 14                    6                                   53 

March 21                    7                                   64 

March 28                    8                                   30 

         

Our Giving on: 

March 7                       $1,277 

March 14                     $3,378 

March 21                     $7,924 

March 28                     $6,524 

Church Care Ministry 

This section highlights our members, good news, and any 

special care needs of our church family.  

Our Care Center Folks 

Bristol Manor              Bonnie Dixon 

Fulton Manor              Romaine “Edith” Schmid 

Missouri Veterans Home            Claude Niedergerke 

Valley Park              Dorothy Schmid   

Our Folks at Home 

Flora Delle Clayton  

Ralph Wimp & Mary Beth Wimp 

Ray Dixon  

Birthdays: 

2: Dottie Backer 

5: Don Cunningham 

7: Barbara Binger 

8: Katie Gibson 

10: Ray Dixon 

11: Shawn Mallinckrodt 

12: Brock Henry 

13: Romaine Schmid 

14: Betty Dixon 

15: Joseph Davis 

15: Dillon Cardwell 

16: Kristine DeForest 

17: C. Sam James 

18: Richard Lueckenotte 

18: Zane Cason 

23: Karen Cowherd 

26: Lillian Craig 

29: Marie Beaver 

29: Hilary Luttrell 

Altar Flowers

Providing flowers for our altar is a loving ges-

ture and allows you to honor or remember a 

loved one or event. The cost is $20 and you 

may take the floral arrangement home with you 

after worship. The sign up book to select a date 

for altar flowers is in the lobby. You may also 

call the office at 573-642-5721 to put in your 

request.  

Dates Available:  April 5, 12, 19, & 26 

Anniversaries: 

9: Jim & Sonia Cox  

April 

Celebrations 
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Easter Joy from the Clavinova Bench 

 Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

When I was a pastor, I happened to wander up to the sanctuary 

on the Monday after Easter, to find my Altar Guild busily                  

cleaning the chancel of Easter lilies and all the special                           

accoutrements that they had so lovingly arranged only a couple 

of days before.  I heard one of the women say to another, “All 

that work, and now it is over...so fast.” 

Except it is NOT over... 

Jesus did not come to give us vague hope. The empty tomb is 

not the end of the story.  Jesus is not gone.    He lives. Really and 

truly lives. Not figuratively. Not in some hyper-spiritualized,             

otherworldly sense. He is alive. 

In the days following the Resurrection, the disciples see him, 

touch him, and eat with him 

After this week during what the Church calls Eastertide we will 

hear the stories and sing the songs of the Risen Jesus walking 

and talking and eating and being touched by his friends.  We will 

meet people stumbling in doubt and confusion and grasping at 

vague hope.  We will watch the Risen One set their hearts ablaze 

with what is glorious and piercing and true. Easter is not over. It is still unfolding. Like the crocuses bravely 

pushing their way up from a snow-covered garden, the Resurrection has broken the canceling grip of what 

is cold and cruel and final.  This week, the Resurrection will unfurl itself. 

Hear how day-by-day the Resurrection blossoms and reveals itself and receive a share of the resplendent 

hope that is yours … for you.  Really and truly for you. The empty tomb is not the end of the story.  It is the 

beginning of a new and glorious and forever unfurling story.  It is your story. It is a story of hope.  It is 

hopeful indeed. 

Grace and Peace 

The Rev. Jim West 
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Easter Tulips Remember and Honor 

Tulips again brought their colorful wonders to the altar as 

church members honored and remembered loved ones.          

We thank them for making this special tribute. 

                  (alpha by person honored/remembered) 

In Memory of My Parents Gene and Mary Bryant by ????? 

___________  (who) 

In Memory of Mildred and Fritz Burre by Diane Burre Lud-

wig 

In Honor of Ann and Allan Gonans by Sharon Gibson 

In Memory of Jack Lippincott by Sue Lippincott 

In Memory of Nick Ludwig by Diane Burre Ludwig 

In Memory of Virginia and Nick Ludwig by Diane Burre 
Ludwig 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

Holy Thursday 

2 

Good Friday 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

3 

Holy Saturday 

 

4 

Easter Sunday 

10:45am   

In-person and 

Virtual 

Worship 

 

 

5 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

6 

 

7 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

8 

 

9 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

10 

 

11 

2nd Sunday of 

Easter 

10:45am   

In-person and 

Virtual 

Worship 

 

 

12 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

13 

11:30 a.m. Food 

Bank  Pickup 

 

 

14 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

 

 

15 

11 a.m. Walmart 

pickup  

6:30 p.m.  

COM meeting 

 

 

 

16 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

2 p.m. 

Food Pantry 

2 p.m.  

Baby Grace 

17 

18 

3rd Sunday of 

Easter 

10:45am   

In-person and 

Virtual 

Worship 

 

 

19 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

6:30 p.m. 

Ad Bd Meeting 

 

 

20 

 

21 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

25 

4th Sunday of 

Easter 

10:45am   

In-person and 

Virtual 

Worship 

 

26 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

27 

 

28 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

7 p.m. 

SOWN Music 

Group (Virtually) 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

April 2021 Calendar 

Congratulations from 

the Conference  

Happy Easter to everyone at Court Street UMC! 

Let’s think about a description of our Savior 

this month. A good place to begin is “I am the 

resurrection and the life and he who believes 

in me shall never die (spiritual life, not phys-

ical). Let us further define him. He says “I am 

the light of the world. I am the bread of life. I 

am the living. I am the alpha, and the             

omega, the beginning and the end. I am the 

good shepherd. The good shepherd cares for 

his flocks. I am the son of man (both human 

and divine). I am thy rock and thy                       

salvation.”  

Isn’t this a wonderful list of qualities? He is 

ALL that we need. Perhaps you can add to the 

list from your own experiences. We know he is 

loving and forgiving. What a wonderful                 

savior we have.  This East er let us praise and 

honor him and rejoice in the Resurrection! 

Love and joy. 

Mary Beth, a.k.a. Breezy 

Letter from Breezy 

April 2021                                                                                 Page 7                            

CASA and the Children 

In April you will see a special sign in front of 

Court Street UMC recognizing CASA (Court                

Appointed Special Advocates) for their ongoing 

work for children in foster care.  Heart of                  

Missouri CASA works with the 13
th

 Circuit                   

Juvenile Court System in Callaway and Boone 

counties providing CASA volunteers to more 

than 325 children a year.  That many more could 

be served if enough volunteers can be found 

and trained.   CASA volunteers serve as                       

non-attorney officers of the court who advocate 

for the best interests of the children in the 13
th

 

Judicial Circuit.   They stay with each case until it 

is closed and the child is placed in a safe,                    

permanent home.  Court Street UMC salutes this 

valuable organization in our community. 


