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R2 Note …
Demolition Crew … Just the other day, a friend
was lamenting a particular situation on social
media. It was more than a lament, really. There
were moments of confession and a request for
accountability. Among his long list was an
expressed desire to get back to church. I
assured my friend that I was
holding him in prayer. But I
also shared a selfie (see picture). The point wasn’t about
how I looked that day. Rather,
the point was the message on
my shirt: “THIS PASTOR LOVES
YOU.” It’s a great message for
everyone. But the really important part is the colors of the
word “PASTOR.” Not everyone
will notice that detail. Those
who do notice may need to
read it and know that if this
pastor loves them then there’s a
high probability that God loves
them, too. Whenever I or Clayton have worn these t-shirts we
never cease to experience
people thanking us, be it on
social media, at GoPo here in
Fulton, or on vacation in
California. You never know the
impact of an unexpected
message of love, grace, and
hope. It means there’s one less person hostile
to who they are and who God created them to
be at the very core of their being and identity.
There’s one less person building a wall between
them and God.
Paul wrote to the Ephesians about an end to
hostility between those inside and outside the
covenant. He knew, though, that the real
problem is insiders building those very walls.
There were so many who longed to be brought
near to God, who felt the pull of grace, the call

of faith. But they were denied entrance into the
covenant by the “circumcised” because they were
the “uncircumcised.” They were different in many
ways be it race, language, culture, class, etc. The
separation we tend to create between us is part of
our human nature. This fact is neither an excuse nor
a justification. We have a long
and inglorious history of
building walls between others
and God, as if God needs
protection from God’s
creation. The truth is that this
kind of wall-building is not
part of God’s nature. Paul
wrote:

But now in Christ Jesus, you
who once were far off have
been brought near by the
blood of Christ. For Christ is
our peace, who made both
groups into one and broke
down the barrier to hostility
that kept us apart. In his own
flesh Christ abolished the Law,
with its command and ordinances, in order to make the
two into one new person, thus
establishing peace and reconciling us all to God in one
body through the cross, which
put to death the [hostility]
between us. Christ came and “announced the Good
News of peace to you who were far away, and to
those who were near”; for through Christ, we all
have access in one Spirit to our God.
~ Ephesians 2:13-18 (The Inclusive Bible)
Paul doesn’t mince words. Now that the Ephesians
know better, they need to do better. It requires not
just a change in their work but also a change in
their belief, and understanding of who God is and
what God desires of God’s people. He is serious
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about this work of reconciliation and demolition. Walls of judgment and separation have no place in God’s
Beloved Kindom. I wore the t-shirt because I believe it’s message and I want others to know it, too. I
suppose that puts me on God’s demolition crew charged by faith with establishing peace and reconciling
us all to God and, in place of the walls of hostility, building bridges of hope with the tools of love. Christ
has already done his part through the work of the cross. Paul reminds us that those who claim his name
are charged to follow in his footsteps. It can be as joyful as prayer. As easy as wearing a t-shirt or
welcoming the colors of the rainbow on our sign. And as hopeful as proclaiming God’s love for all in both
word and ministries that transform the world. Until we meet again,
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May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

From the Clavinova Bench
As we begin to open ourselves up cautiously to singing,
the question has arisen as to what our Choir and Bell
Choir will do. Summer is never really an optimal time to
begin or change anything much because it is usually a
time when people get away at least part of the time.
When we shut down our in-person worship services in
March of 2020, it also shut down our music ministry, In
talking about this with the Council on Ministries I agreed
to begin a program via Zoom on Wednesdays to make
up for some of that missing fellowship time. We sing
some familiar hymns, I read scripture and give a
devotion, and we pray together, It wasn't intended to
be a permanent group, but as the year has passed it has evolved into a very important small group (10-15
people) for those who attend regularly each week. We reach outside the bounds of our congregation and
give a mid-week faith-lift to people from six different congregations - - from north central Missouri, south
east Missouri, and indeed even outside the state.
SOWN will be on Hiatus from August 4th - 25
and will resume on September 1st at 6:45. Even if
you haven't been in a habit of coming, Join us
for weekly singing of familiar hymns, scripture,
sermon by Rev. Jim and a time of Prayer. A midweek faith lift. Contact the church office to be
put on the weekly e-mailing reminder list.

Since it has become important to many people we were
concerned about stopping it when it came time to
begin our music ministry rehearsals again. I polled each
of the current members of our Court Street Singers and
Ringers and the decision was made to hold Ringers'
rehearsal at 1:30 each Wednesday afternoon, followed
immediately by the Singers rehearsal at 2:15. We will
begin our rehearsals on the 8th of September after the
Labor Day holiday.
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Mission

719 Court St

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the

Fulton, MO 65251

transformation of the world.

Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday 9-5

Vision

Phone: 573-642-5721

We are an imperfect people learning to love

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak
Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com
Phone: 573-416-4023

wholeness through Jesus Christ.
Staff
Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor

I will be away three of the four Wednesday's in August, so SOWN will take a month long break. I invite any of
you who would like to come to join us. It starts at 6:45 p.m. and we are always done by 7:30. The format of
familiar hymns, scripture, meditation and prayer will continue.

Office hours: when available and by appointment
www.courtumc.org

Sunday Worship

Thanks to all for flexibility and creative thinking.

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist

10 a.m. Sunday School

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

10:45 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship Service

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

Check website and Facebook for updates.
Page
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Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC
July Statistics at a Glance

Church Leaders to Receive Training

Linda Rootes, Coordinator

Rev. Mark Statler will gather with the
Administrative Board and the Council on
Ministries teams on Saturday, August 14, 2021
at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. He will
provide guidance and instruction as we move
to the Simplified Accountable Structure. Our
leaders look forward to a time of learning and
growing.

Households Served:
49 representing 90 members
Ages Represented:
4 children (0-4)
18 children (5-17)
34 adults (18-59)

Birthday Celebrations Start in September

34 seniors (60+)

Jan Finke, Education & Discipleship Chair

General Food Pantry Donations:
Food Bank-over 3,000 pounds

Starting in September, birthday celebrations will be held
on the second Sunday of each month honoring all those
with birthdays that month. So SAVE THE DATE and join
us on September 12 for our first event.

Walmart-400 pounds
Community members-67 items
Work Crews:

There will be a sign-up sheet to bring goodies each
month. Party hats are optional, but fellowship is the
goal!

Tues: 9 Thurs: 9 Fri: 9

Wiley House Update
Mary Ann Echelmeier,
Outreach & Witness Co-Chair
Several volunteers helped with the July meal. Alan
and Jan Finke donated ham and beans for me to
cook, and Jan made cornbread muffins also. Maurine Long provided dessert and donated much
needed paper products. Linda Hogan has donated
several Bibles and several New Testaments. The
Finke’s also delivered the meal and the other donated items to Wiley house this month.

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy, Coordinator
In July:
Families that came to Baby Grace: 9
Children that received packages of
diapers: 11
Diapers received: total of 450
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The Rock Pool Party
on Sunday, August 8th
The Rock is still on a break from our
weekly gatherings but we’re planning on a
get togethers for August. So, mark your
calendar for our Summer Slam: Pool Party
starting at 6 p.m. on Sunday, August 8 at
the Fulton City Pool. We’ll not only have a
great time of fellowship but we’ll start
planning for our booth at the Chamber
Night Football Game on Friday, August 27.
Our logo will be on the back of this year’s
t-shirt. How cool is that!?! Help us get the
word out about our Pool Party. It’s open
to middle and high school age youth.
Reach out to the office to get a permission
slip to complete. It’s the only one you’ll
need to participate in all The Rock events
for the 2021-22 school year. The Rock will
start our regular weekly gatherings with a
Kick-Off at 6 p.m. on Sunday, September
12 at The Rock. And, Rev. Jason is working
on a t-shirt for our ecumenical youth
ministry. Who doesn’t love a cool t-shirt!?!
Stay tuned for more info.
August 2021
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Letters from the Community

Church Rummage Sale Set for August 6th and 7th
Time to clear out the clutter! What treasures do you have that
might help the church? Our church rummage sale is Friday,
August 6th from 8 to 4, and on Saturday, August 7 from 8 to
noon. You may bring items to the Fellowship Hall and add them
to the growing collection of goodies on the stage.
Both items and volunteers are needed. Sorting will be done on
Monday-Thursday, August 2nd-5th. From 8:30 to 3:30.
Volunteers are also needed for the actual sale on Friday and
Saturday as 3-4 people are needed for each shift. Contact
Linda Mealy for more details and/or to sign up. 573-220-8835/
mealyle@gmail.com

–

–

Sharing Worship
Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music
The theologian Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855), was born in
Copenhagen in the early nineteenth century. He graduated from
the University of Copenhagen and then spent two years in
Germany before he returned to Copenhagen, where he lived the
rest of his life. Although his writings covered many areas of the
Christian faith, he was particularly outspoken on the subject of
worship.
He saw Christian worship as a drama. He had come to the
conviction that many churches also believed that, but that there
was an inappropriate redefining of what that meant. What he
observed was that in the drama, God was to be the prompter, the
liturgical leaders (musicians, readers of the scriptures, preachers
and celebrants) had become the actors in the drama and the
congregation had become the audience in the drama. An elitist
class of leaders had implicitly modeled that they were better
equipped to be the performers in this drama and that it was best
if those in the congregation just watched as onlookers.
Kierkegaard taught that this understanding of our worship of drama was totally wrong. People were
taking on the wrong rolls. The liturgical leaders (musicians, lectors, preachers and celebrants) were to be
the prompters in worship. All of us, the congregation as well as the liturgical leaders, are the actors in the
drama of worship and God alone is the audience for the drama.
It is truly exciting to be a part of our liturgical leadership of our drama of worship as we move forward
following the limits placed upon us by the pandemic. In the second half of this year, we hope to advance
our musical worship breadth to include new types of prompting in our worship. We are blessed with our
new Clavinova Digital instrument. We would like to identify those of you who might like to explore
sharing your musical gifts with the entire church. If you have an interest in participating with the choir,
singing solos, playing hand bells or other musical instruments, please contact me
at jimwest1805@yahoo.com or call me at 573-303-7766. We would like to give you every opportunity to
lead us in corporate worship by being a part of our musical leadership.

Greetings all,

Letter from Breezy

Here is a question for you to ponder in August:
What is most important: A brain, a heart, or
courage? Remember the Wizard of Oz—the scarecrow
with no brain, the tin man had no heart, and the lion
had no courage. If you want to get some biblical input, you can. You can find references to thinking,
and also about the heart, and about courage. Of
course, we need all three but if you could only have
one, which would it be? Have a discussion with others on this and see what
opinions they have and consider which you would be most reluctant to give up.
Happy August—
Love, Mary Beth a.k.a Breezy
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August 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

VBS - - Taco Tuesday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

5

6
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
8-4: Rummage
Sale

7
8-noon:
Rummage sale

8
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
In-person and
Virtual
Worship
2 p.m. Parade
water
distribution
6: Pool party

9
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

10

11
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

12
6:30 p.m. COM
meeting

13
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

14

15
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
In-person and
Virtual
Worship

16
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

17
18
11:30 a.m. Food 8:30 a.m.
Bank Pickup
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

19
20
11 a.m. Walmart 8:30 a.m.
pickup
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
4 p.m. Ad Bd
Walking
Meeting
2 p.m.
Food Pantry
2 p.m.

23
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

24

29
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
In-person and
Virtual
Worship

30
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

31

25
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

26

27
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

The Generosity of the Snow Cones
Our water ministry at the Street Fair parade was so
well received that Alan and Jan Finke decided to go
one step further and bring out their snow cone
equipment. So during the 4th of July parade, they
offered FREE snow cones to all who gathered in
front of Court Street UMC to watch. Other church
members joined them and they serve a total of 103
delicious snow cones, offering either cherry or
grape. This is another of the activities being done
during our church’s bicentennial celebration to let
everyone know about our 200th anniversary.
THANK YOU ALAN AND JAN!!

9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Simplified
Accountable
Leadership
Structure
Training

21

Celebrating Our History – Our 1859 Church
Diane Burre Ludwig, Communication Chair

Baby Grace
22
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
In-person and
Virtual
Worship

Our Taco Team had to do things a bit
differently this year due to COVID
protocols. The team met the challenge
and managed to serve more than 65
children and adults our popular ‘Tuesday
Taco’ meal. Many THANKS to ALL who
helped that night, made donations, or
assisted prior to the event. -Diane Burre
Ludwig, Taco Team Coordinator.

28

The second church built for Methodists in Fulton was again at the site
of the Northwest corner of St. Louis Avenue and Court Street. The
year was 1859 and the total cost of this new church was $7,500 - - a
big increase from the $900 total of the 1837 church! The two-story
brick church was noted for its fine bell tower. This church is
represented as the third church in the stain
glass window by our front doors.
The first parsonage was built in 1872 on
Jefferson Street. The next pastor felt it too
small, sold it at a loss, and converted the
church basement into the parsonage.
In 1877, the Annual Conference met at Fulton. To prepare for this conference,
church members raised $3,000 for a new slate roof, a new ceiling, new pews and a
new white picket fence This church would serve Methodist in Fulton until 1900.
You’ll hear about the next church, the yellow one, in the September newsletter.
(Information from “A History of Callaway County Missouri 1984” by the Kingdom of Callaway
Historical Society.)
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Banish the Slump with a Summer of Kindness
Summer is routinely a time for vacations. Even though
we may still be modifying our travel plans due to
COVID concerns, we may find ourselves away from
worship and church activities more than usual. That’s
no reason for our faith to slump this summer. Join us
for a Summer of Kindness from July through August.
We invite you to join us in a little intergenerational fun
by playing Kindness Bingo. You’ll find a Bingo Card on
the following page. A six-week curriculum is available
through the church office or at www.resourceumc.org/
en/content/summer-of-kindness-sharing-gods-love.
Each week we are invited to listen, wonder, pray, play,
and act. A link at the bottom of each page of the
resource will lead you to a video of each week’s Bible
story. Your Council on Ministries encourages you to
play Kindness Bingo by yourself, with your family, and
even share it with your friends. Let’s fill the card! Be
sure to share pictures of how you’re playing Kindness
Bingo. Who knows, maybe your pictures and story will
be part of a future newsletter or appear on our website
or Facebook page. Let the Kindness begin!!

Welcome New Member Linda Hogan
On Sunday, July 18, 2021, Court Street UMC welcomed
Linda Kay Hogan as a transfer member from Boston
Avenue United Methodist Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Linda is a lifelong Methodist and was born and raised
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She moved to Fulton in
2020 from Tulsa, Oklahoma to be near her sister, Diana
Humphries.
A graduate of the University of Central Oklahoma
(Bachelors and Masters in Elementary Education) and
from Northeastern State University in Oklahoma
(Master’s in Public School Administration), Linda spent
twenty-five years in the Broken Arrow Oklahoma Public
School System as a Teacher and Administrator. She is
mother of two sons and one daughter, and
grandmother to five.
Linda is already active here at Court Street UMC having
signed up for the Sunday School class and the
Celebration Planning Committee. She says she is looking forward to meeting many new friends and working
with the congregation. We welcome Linda, her many
talents, and her warm, welcoming smile!
Rev. Rebecca officially welcomes
Linda Hogan into Court Street UMC.
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