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Connections … When I began my 

journey toward better health in 2015, I joined the 

YMCA.  I knew that I would be too intimidated to 

go in and pretend I knew anything about the 

equipment or what I was doing.  If I wanted to be 

successful and add a measure of accountability I 

would need to work with a personal trainer.                

I began working with Tyler in late August of that 

year.  We developed a close friendship.  He            

empowered me to confront many a fear and 

taught me what it means to have someone’s back.  

He introduced me to powerlifting and helped me 

set and achieve realistic health goals.  Around that 

same time, he met Maggie.  We talked about                

relationships and all the things of life during our 

sessions.  I was simultaneously student and          

teacher.  The gym wasn’t just a place for me to get 

healthy, it was my mission field. 

The summer of 2016 Tyler and Maggie moved to 

Colorado to pursue their career goals.  We kept in 

touch, mostly via text and social media.  He                 

continued to write training programs for me over 

the years when I found myself between trainers.  I 

kept tabs on his growing business and offered  

advice when he sought it.  It seems that our                  

connection traversed the miles and the years. 

Under Tyler’s expert coaching, Maggie has become 

a prize-winning powerlifter, setting records for her 

age and weight class.  She and I have been able to 

develop a friendship through our comments and 

questions to each other via Instagram.  I couldn’t 

be more excited to support this young couple in 

their individual pursuits in any way I could.  I  

wanted them to know there’s someone in Missouri 

who holds them in high regard and prays for their 

well-being.  Though we hadn’t seen each other                   

in-person since 2016, I was delighted, upon their 

engagement in the fall of 2020, to be invited to         

officiate their wedding.  It was a reminder of the power 

of connection and the ability to be present regardless 

of circumstances or distance. 

Tyler and Maggie also provided me with a first in my 

ministry:  my first destination wedding.  It was a                    

whirlwind trip.  I departed from St. Louis at 6:05 a.m. on 

Wednesday, September 15 and landed back in St. Louis 

at 6 p.m. on Friday, September 17.  Though the                  

purpose of my trip was the wedding of Tyler and                

Maggie on Thursday, September 16, I had an ulterior 

motive: to make meaningful connections with others so 

that they would experience God’s love and grace.  I 

wanted to live into my baptismal vow of serving as 

Christ’s representative in the world and be an                        

ambassador for the two congregations I have the                

privilege to serve.  My prayer is that the power of my 

momentary connection with others has as great an            

impact on their lives as it has on mine.  Time and again 

during his earthly ministry, Jesus was intentionally                  

present during those planned and unplanned                     

encounters with others.  He masterfully made                      

meaningful connections that changed lives.  How 

might the world around us change if we shift our focus 

to being intentionally present with others so that we 

can make meaningful connections?  How might we 

invest in others, even if it’s an ever so brief encounter, 

so that we leave a glimmer of the light of Christ in our 

trail?  How might we make room for the work of the 

Spirit so that these moments of connection lead to 

transformation?  Think of it as a holy social experiment.  

Who knows, you might even have fun and make some 

new friends along the way.  Until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit, 

Rev. Rebecca                           

A Note from RR 

Above: A panoramic view from the top of the Continental  

Divide.  The elevation at the base of the trail near the road is 

11,990 feet. 
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After again discussing RMN issues on September 
19, 2021, the congregation gathered in the     
sanctuary after worship on Sunday, September 26 
to determine if Court Street UMC will affiliate 
with the RMN organization.  This affiliation                    
encourages congregations to welcome all who 
want to worship with us, and serves as a safe 
place for all who feel marginalized or unwelcome 
in any setting.  The congregation voted to                    
affiliate with the RMN.  The committee will meet 
to complete paperwork confirming the affiliation 
and plan ministry activities supporting this                   
affiliation. 

Notes from the Clavinova Bench 

 Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

Reconciling Ministries Update (RMN) 

Deana Ready 

I hope this finds you well.  First of all I want to 

thank the congregation for giving me some much 

needed vacation time away in August.  I have been 

employed here as your minister of music for three 

years now, and this is the first year I have managed 

to get all the time off that I 

have been allowed.  This is 

not the fault of the       

congregation as you have 

always been generous, but 

finding the time to be 

away, and   someone to 

substitute in my absence 

has been challenging.  I 

am especially grateful to 

the Rev. Bruce Jeffries who 

has substituted for a     

couple of weeks in August, 

and will again next month when I am off to        

attend my 50th high school class reunion.   

I had originally intended to begin Court Street 

Singers and Court Street Ringers rehearsals in    

September and even announced that a couple of 

months ago in the newsletter, but the surge in   

Delta Variant Covid cases has changed that 

hope.  It does not seem safe to resume singing in 

the close confines of the choir area on the                 

chancel.  We are considering beginning Bell choir 

by spreading out six table along the front of the 

sanctuary and having one person on each table 

masked, but the ringers who responded with one 

exception, all had some reservations about starting, 

so we are going to hold off a bit on that until a   

later time. 

Finally we started up SOWN 

again after a month's       

hiatus.  In the first week, we 

had in attendance, a                       

teenager whom I baptized as 

an infant while I was still  

pastoring full time, and a 

former parishioner who is 

getting ready to celebrate 

her 102nd birthday.   

I know many of you get the             

notifications for SOWN.  It is 

called Singing on Wednesday Night, but it has          

become so much more than that.  We do sing a 

few familiar hymns (for those of you who                        

particularly enjoy the old familiar songs) and I 

preach, and we share in a time of prayer.  It starts 

at 6:45 p.m. and we are usually done by seven-

thirty.  It would be great if you would join us.  It is 

not just for singers or choir members.  Check it 

out.  It is a nice midweek faith lift. 

Grace and Peace to you all 

 

Counters tally the votes on Sunday, September 26, 2021  

Court Street United Methodist Church 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO 65251 

 

Return Service Requested 

Court Street UMC 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO 65251 

Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday  8:30-5  

Phone: 573-642-5721 

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office hours: when available and by appointment 

www.courtumc.org 

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist 

Mission 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

Vision 

We are an imperfect people learning to love  

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and  

wholeness through Jesus Christ. 

Staff 

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 
 

Sunday Worship 

10 a.m. Sunday School  

10:45 a.m.  In-Person and Online Worship Service 

Check website and Facebook for updates. 

Contact Info and Office Hours 
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   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes,  Coordinator 
September Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

 49 representing 100 members 

Ages Represented:   

 6 children (0-4)  

 21 children (5-17) 

 39 adults (18-59)  

 34 seniors (60+) 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

 Food Bank - 2,678 pounds 

 Walmart - 300 pounds 

 Sue Lippincott apples - priceless! 

Work Crews:  

 Tues: 9 Wed: 5 (apple picking) Thurs: 8 Fri: 10 

Special thanks to Matt Branch and Annie Brewer for going with me to deliver to a disabled neighbor. 

Wiley House Update 

      Mary Ann Echelmeier,  

    Outreach & Witness Co-Chair 

Blessings continue to flow. This month we 

have been blessed with many paper products 

for Wiley House and Our House including 

paper towels, toilet paper, paper plates and 

bowls, facial tissues, and eating utensils. 

Thank you to Jerry and Maurine Long, and 

Linda Miley.   

We continue to be blessed by Betty Bates by 

using more of the food that her children do-

nated for our use at Wiley House. On Friday, 

September 24th we had homemade chicken 

soup, salad, and autumn cookies.  
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Baby Grace  

Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

For the month of September the following diapers 

were distributed: 

      9 children were served 

     415 diapers handed out 

     6 families served 

1: John Rankin 

1: Patrick Payne 

2: Les Hudson 

5: Carrie Utterback 

5: Trevor Smith 

10: Joan Christopher 

11: Clayton Peak 

12: Alan Finke 

12: Nan Lindstrom 

13: Whitney Lindstrom 

15: Reese Singh 

19: Peg Randolph 

19: Debra Morse 

19: Elizabeth Schlemeier 

20: Sue Lippincott 

20: Paul McCormack 

23: Stephanie Krauth 

23: Montie Fennel 

25: Gary Niedergerke 

26: Brenda West 

26: Josh Bartley 

26: Kelly Houck 

29: Jim McVeigh 

30: John Rootes 

30: Barbara Rueter 

Children’s Church School 

Jan Finke, Coordinator 

October Birthdays 

October 

Anniversaries 

19: Shari & David Gibson 

23: Alan & Carrie Utterback 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY PARTY 

Church school on Sunday mornings has been a 
great success!  Brock and Ellie Jo are making the 
class fun and exciting.  We have been reading   
Genesis: 1, 2, and 3, singing songs, and making 
crafts with the "Creation" theme.  In October, we 
will review Noah builds an ark, and learn about 
promises God made to Abraham and Sarah about a 
baby.  Invite elementary children to come join us at 
10:45 a.m. each Sunday. 

A special project just begun for the children is    
participating in the 200th anniversary celebration of 
the church.  They will complete 200 acts of         
kindness between now and May 22, 2022 when we 
have our final events.  Brock is shown here coloring 
in a heart on their special chart for an act of      
kindness he did that week.  

Mark your calendars for October 10th.  After 

worship, we will meet in the narthex for              

fellowship, for treats and for the celebration 

of October birthdays!  

The September birthday group (l to r) 

Mona Bartley, Mary Ann Echelmeier, 

Deana Hudson, Tammy Cloven, and not 

pictured, Bobby Mealy.                                

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to ALL! 

1.  

2.  

1. Brock colors in his first ‘act of kindness’ heart     

2. Miss Mona and Miss Jan assist Brock with his Bible story                        
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Tammy Cloven joined our church on Sunday,             
September 19, 2021, transferring her          
membership from Missouri United Methodist 
Church in Columbia. Tammy has already been 
involved with the planning sessions for our 
200th anniversary, loves to work with children, 
and brings great energy to her work.         

We are delighted to welcome her to Court 
Street UMC.    

Welcome New Member - Tammy Cloven 

As Covid continues to cause concerns, we 

are going to move the Bazaar outside - - 

at least part of it!  On  Saturday,          

November 13, from  9:00-1:00, we will 

showcase our lovely Christmas                     

decorations, RADA cutlery, and limited 

Gifts Galore items.  All this will be on           

display and for sale under tents on the 

back parking lot.  Sorry, no food, cookies 

or meals will be available that day.  Our 

leaders are Barb Rueter, Mallory Rueter, 

and Linda Mealy for the Christmas Booth, 

and Mona Bartley, Flora Delle Clayton, 

and the Kratzer family for the RADA Knife Booth.  Volunteers will be needed.  It should be a lively - - and    

different day! 

On our usual first Saturday in December, the 4th, we WILL have our popular chili and vegetable soup 

and our turkey salad for sale ‘to go.’  Pre-orders are welcomed.  Chili and soup will be $10 a quart.     

Bobby and Linda Mealy are heading up this portion of the Bazaar.  And hopefully there will be the  

Christmas parade going past the church.   

SPONSORSHIPS are definitely available!  Yes, you can still sponsor a booth for $100 and graphic signs 

will be created and used as the centerspread of the December newsletter.  A large version of that                  

centerspread will be made and displayed in the Gathering Place next to the Narthex during December.   

Do plan to remember and/or honor special people in your lives again this year.  Forms will be available 

in the Narthex or from Diane Ludwig. 

So plan to join us as you are comfortable, place orders ahead of time, do a sponsorship, and help us    

celebrate our 69th annual Christmas Bazaar!   Come help us share the Christmas spirit!  

CSUMC  

Christmas 

 Bazaar 

69th Annual Christmas Bazaar Has Double Life 

Diane Burre Ludwig, Bazaar Chair 

Tammy (right) receives a new member blessing 

from Rev. Rebecca (center), assisted by Linda 

Mealy, Lay Leader (left), 
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Letters from Our Community 

Court Street, 

We’re looking forward to cool-
er fall days, football, and a 
few hikes in the Ozarks. 

With sharded faith, 

Lance and Peg Randolph 

Dear Court Street United Methodist, 

I am sincerely honored to have been selected 

as a recipient of the United Methodist    

scholarship.  Thank you for your            

generosity, which has helped fund my                

tuition and books.  As I start my journey at 

State Fair Community College, I thank you 

for your thoughtful gift. 

Thank you so much! 

Hayden Echelmeier  

Court St. UMC, 

Thank you so much for 

the lovely card and 

prayers while I was ill. 

-Ann Gowans  

A question to wonder this month: How do we respond 

when faced with terrible events—floods, wild fires,         

hurricanes, and other events?  We have some options: we 

can ring our hands and   bemoan the event. We can find 

a scapegoat to blame, or point fingers. Perhaps a   better 

choice would be to find a way, small or large, to help.   

I was impressed with the restaurant owner whose  New  

Orleans business was destroyed, but then he fired up the 

grill and recruited  volunteers and     prepared thousands  of hot meals for victims of hurricane 

Ida.  There is always a way to help. Don’t you agree this was the better option?  

Love and joy to all. 

Ps: Thanks for your many expressions of love, care, and support these past weeks.  

Letter from Breezy 
(Mary Beth Wimp) 
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Rotary Club of Fulton and numerous refugees need 

our help.  In August as the Afghanistan evacuations 

surged, the local Rotary Club joined forces with The 

Catholic Charities of     

Central and Northern   

Missouri to aid in the re-

settlement of refugees in 

Mid-Missouri.  Fulton will 

receive three families/

units. 

Sue Lippincott and Mona 

Bartley attended the        

organizational meeting 

and then went on to participate in the orientation 

zoom.  Sue signed up to help with transportation 

and Mona with education.  The partnership, called 

“Welcome Refugees”, recruited numerous                    

organizations and churches in the area to help.  The 

Christian Church has donated space for storage of 

household items.  A fraternity at Westminster has 

donated their annex for housing for 2 families.   

Now it is our turn.  Do you have extra dishes or 

pots and pans or blankets?   Do you have a couple 

of hours a week and a car to take someone to the     

doctor’s office?  Do you like to grocery shop?  What 

can you do?   

Household furnishings are 

being collected and can be 

taken to the Christian Church.  

Once we know the make-up 

of the 3 families we will be 

helping, we will have a better 

idea of what is needed.       

Numerous teams are being 

formed for Healthcare,                    

Education, Transportation, 

Food, Donations, and many more.   

You can become a volunteer by filling out the                  

application (see Mona or Sue for a copy).  Don’t 

want to be a volunteer but what to help?  You can 

donate household items, clothing, grocery items, 

and donations.  All are needed.   A place for your 

generosity will be found.  If you have any questions, 

please ask Sue (642-8646 or 

sue.lippincott@yahoo.com) or Mona (220-1032 or 

retiredbks@att.net).   Let’s put the ‘we’ in welcome. 

Welcome Refugees 

Mona Bartley and Sue Lippincott 

Annual Crop Walk 

For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, I was a stranger and you   
welcomed me, I was naked and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you       
visited me, I was in prison and you 

came to me.—                               
Mathew 25: 36-37 

Our All Saints celebration is set for November 7.  It is a 
day in the life of the Church when we remember the 
saints who have gone before us.  

Traditionally there is a remembrance of 
those members of the faith community 
who have died in the previous year.  In 
addition, there are many other  people 
who have touched our lives, who have 
helped us to be the people we are today.  
And so, during  worship on this Sunday, 
there will be a time to remember all the 
saints who have gone before us. 

Please take a moment to let us know of 
anyone you would like memorialized in 

our November 7 worship service.  You can do this by 
emailing us at umccourtstreet@gmail.com, calling the 
office at 573-642-5721, dropping by the office during 
office hours, or mailing us a note to 719 Court Street, 
Fulton, MO 65251. 

 The CROP Hunger Walk is a nationwide movement 
sponsored by Church World Service to raise funds 
to end hunger and poverty in the U.S. and around 
the world.  Hundreds of religious 
groups, businesses, schools and   
others organize local Walk events in 
their communities each year. 

The annual CROP Hunger Walk in 
Fulton will take place on Sunday, 
October 10th starting at 1:00 at 
Champ Auditorium on the                    
Westminster campus.  Walkers will 
follow the annual route from there 
to First Presbyterian Church on 
Court Street where there will be 
refreshments waiting and donations collected.  
Please consider walking, sponsoring a walker, or 
making a donation to help.  Contact Mary Ann 
Echelmeier with donations or for more                      
information.  You may also mail gifts/checks to the 
church office with CROP WALK noted on it. 

2021 All Saints Day 
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200th Anniversary Plans Set  

It is getting exciting!!  The Celebration Committee met on September 15, 2021 to review the checklist 

forms returned from last month’s newsletter.  From that information, the following activities are being 

incorporated in our celebration.  Thank you all for sharing your thoughts.  See this newsletter, the weekly 

e-blasts, and the website and social media for more details as projects begin.  And special THANKS to 

those who indicated their willingness to help provide funding for our celebration. 

                                 Project               Leaders    

• 200 Minutes of Prayer (project being defined)  PENDING   

 

• 200 Contacts to Community                                    Linda Rootes, Jan Finke, Linda Hogan        

       

• 200 Coats, Socks, Underware etc. for Fulton            Linda Hogan, Mona Bartley, Deana Ready 

      Public Schools through Bright Futures   

 

• 200 Items of Winterwear – Blankets, socks, Mary Ann Echelmeier   

      sleeping bags etc. for Our House/Wiley House 

 

• Hot Dog Party for Food Pantry & Baby Grace Bobby Mealy, Linda Mealy, Linda Rootes      

      Families on Friday, October 15, 2021 

 

• History of Church / Bazaar Promo in   Diane Ludwig, Barb Rueter          

      Callaway Bank Window in late October 

 

• Logo for 200th Anniversary     Cindy and Elle Beckmeyer   

             

These projects are in addition to our Childrens Churchs’ 200 Acts of Kindness, the annual Christmas   

Bazaar, passing out water at the summer parades, the history articles in our newsletters, and the BIG 

May 22, 2022 Homecoming Sunday.   It is turning into a GREAT celebration of our 200th anniversary! 

Court Street Methodist ladies and friends needed to knit or crochet 

winter hats for students within the Fulton Public Schools.                  

If interested please call:  Linda Hogan  (918-633-3152) 



With Covid numbers rising again, the                         

Administrative Board voted at the August 19, 

2021 meeting to reinstate the following   

safety protocols: 

Social Distancing will be observed in the 

building, and in the seating in the sanctuary. 

Masks should be worn when in the building 

and moving around.  Once seated, they may 

be removed, except if singing. 
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We now approach our final and current church building – the red brick one.  After 

purchasing the property just north of the ‘yellow church’ in 1955 for $14,000, the 

congregation dreamed of both a new church (Unit I) and an education wing (Unit II).  

The groundbreaking for the church was held Sunday, February 19, 1957.  Work     

progressed quickly and in June of 1957, the great Gothic arches were raised in place.  

The cornerstone was set on July 28, 1957 and many of you may remember being 

there.  In March of 1958, the art windows (our four previous churches) were installed 

and the Wicks Pipe Organ, a gift of Miss Ida Bush, took its place in May. 

On Sunday, June 22, 1958, following the last worship service in the old church, the 

congregation assembled on the steps of the new church to receive the keys from 

the contractor and architect.  The following Sunday, June 29, 1958, a service of 

Thanksgiving and Consecration was held in the new $320,000 sanctuary with        

Pastor Joseph H. Wagner, presiding.  

The congregation then turned its attention and efforts toward the      

retirement of the $145,000 debt on the sanctuary by 1966 (Unit I), and 

the building of a new educational unit (Unit II).  All were committed to 

the task.  A major contribution was made each year from the Annual 

Christmas Bazaar which was begun by the Dorothy Carter Circle of the 

Women’s Society Christian Service in 1952 (and is still going today!).  

In 26 years, it raised almost $80,000 for the debt.  Through much hard 

work and a special fundraising campaign, the total debt was retired on 

Sunday April 17, 1966 and Unit I was complete.   In 1967, the second 

goal was approved and we’ll share the story of the Educational      

Building (Unit II) with you next month.  

Celebrating Our History – Our 1958 Church –   
the Current One  

Covid Protocols for Fall The Rock Returns for 

New School Year 

The Rock kicked off with the new school year 

in September, meeting for the first time on 

Sunday, September 12th with food, games, 

and activities.  The Rock will continue to 

meet each Sunday from 6– 7:30 p.m. for the 

remainder of the academic year.  

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

2 

 

3 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

 

4 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

5 

 

6 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

7 

 

8 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

9 

 

10 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

After service: 

October      

Birthdays Party 

Crop Walk 

11 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

12 

11:30 a.m. Food 

Bank  Pickup 

13 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

14 

11 a.m. Walmart 

pickup  

 

4 p.m. Ad Bd 

Meeting 

6:30 p.m. COM 

meeting 

 

 

15 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

2 p.m. 

Food Pantry 

2 p.m.  

Baby Grace 

 

16 

 

17 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

 

18 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

19 

 

20 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

21 22 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

23 

24 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

 

_________________ 

31 

Sunday School 

& Worship 

Charge  

Conference 

25 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

26 

 

27 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

28 

 

29 30 
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