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A Note from RR
Time Swypo for the win! … Rather than typing
text on my phone using my thumbs or index finger
I am prone to swyping. Allow me to introduce you
to some terms that garner a red underline from the
editing feature in my word processing program.
Swyping is the love child of swipe and typing.
Similarly, swypo is the love child of swipe and typo.
Rather than lifting my index finger from the screen
of my cell phone, I
swype from one letter
to the next in a word. I
like to think this
method helps me to
communicate more
quickly. A friend
prefers voice to text.
My problem is that I
either talk too fast or
have a message that’s
longer than the
memory of the voice to
text capacity. Before I
realize my message is
too long I discover I’ve
been cut off and am
forced to cobble together what I believe to have
been a rather excellent message. I’ll stick to
swyping. Over time the phone learns my swyping
patterns and frequently used vocabulary, adding
these to the predictive text feature. At least that’s
the intention. I have the mistaken idea that, based
on this intention, my phone is brilliant at
recognizing the intention of my swypes. I presume
positive even when it comes to technology. Still, I
can’t begin to count the number of times I’ve had
to correct “good” or “Hod” (is that even a word?)
to my intended “God.” As you might have
imagined I use “God” quite a bit in my
communication. On the rare occasion that I reread
what I’ve written before sending the text, message,
or email I am able to correct the swypos. Other
times, I only reread what I’ve written after the

message has crossed space and time to land in
the recipient’s inbox and am forced to send a
correction or a sincere apology if the swypo is
accidentally horrific or embarrassing. Perhaps
you have a funny story to share about your own
experiences with swypos.
Then there are other times when the swypo is
breath-taking in its ability to accidentally inspire
me to expand my
thinking. Recently,
when responding to a
Facebook post with a
message of condolence
and prayers what was
meant to read
“resurrection hope”
instead appeared as
“resurrecting hope.”
This was one of the
times when I reread
before I tapped the
icon to post the
comment. This is the
swypo that stopped me
in my tracks. Even
though I edited the comment to my original
intent neither my mind nor heart could let it go.
Resurrecting Hope. RESURRECTING HOPE. The
former implies a hope in a particular belief or
reality. In this case hope in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead and its implications
for eternal life for all of creation. The latter is
about a hope that has the power to resurrect. I
cannot recall a time when I have thought of hope
in those terms. Yet hope, indeed, breathes life
into our dry bones time and again. Consider:
Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but desire
fulfilled is a tree of life.
~ Proverbs 13:12, NRSV
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with
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great boldness.
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~ 2 Corinthians 3:12, NRSV
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Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.
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~ Hebrews 10:23, NRSV
There was a time in my ministry, not that long ago, when I was millimeters away from burnout. If you are
acquainted with burnout, you know that it saps any energy, creativity, and connection to your call or
passions. In my experience, burnout leaves me hopeless as if all the color has been drained from the
world. This was a dense wilderness and foreign territory for one long-considered an eternal optimist.
When I could neither see nor feel hope, I began to recognize it in others. It was alive in some of you. I
could detect its fingerprints thick in this place. In all of Solomon’s wisdom I could relate to being “heart
sick.” It is all too easy for one to believe in God, have a relationship with Jesus, lean into the Spirit and still
be hopeless and “heart sick.” Some of you were so very generous in sharing that hope even if you didn’t
realize or know how desperately I needed it. Your hope knit together my dry bones not unlike those in
Ezekiel’s valley. Your hope painted the most lovely landscape of a future filled with uncharted opportunity
to which the Spirit was calling me to explore and map. That’s the power of resurrecting hope. It plants
seeds that sprout into trees of life, empowers us to act with great boldness, and points us back to the One
who has promised and is faithful.
As we embark upon our 3rd Century of ministry, May God breathe new life into us through the living out
and sharing from our storehouse of resurrecting hope. Until we meet again,
May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca

The Valentine Ministry
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Let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love
does not know God, because God is love.
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him. As Christians, we
are called to love one another. Romans 12:10 says, “Be devoted to
one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.”
Christians can use Valentine's Day to show their love for one another
- - and honor God.

Let us share our love with our special Court Street UMC folks at
home and in care centers by sending notes of love this Valentine's
Day. There is a display of Valentine bags and a list of names in the
Narthex from now through Feb. 10. Your Valentine cards are
welcomed and we will deliver them before Valentine’s Day. Please
help us spread a message of love as we are reminded of God's message, We love because he first loved us. 1John 4:19.

Contact Info and Office Hours
Court Street UMC

Mission

719 Court St

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the

Fulton, MO 65251

transformation of the world.

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8:30-5

Vision

Phone: 573-642-5721

We are an imperfect people learning to love

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak
Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com
Phone: 573-416-4023
Office hours: when available and by appointment

wholeness through Jesus Christ.
Staff
Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor
Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

www.courtumc.org

Sunday Worship

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist

10 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship Service
6 p.m. The Rock

Page

2

Court Street UMC

Check website and Facebook for updates.

Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

Notes from the Clavinova Bench

Linda Rootes, Coordinator
January Statistics at a Glance
Households Served:
84 representing 189 members
Ages Represented:
16 children (0-4)
39 children (5-17)
85 adults (18-59)
49 seniors (60+)
General Food Pantry Donations:
Work Crews:
Tues: 9 Thurs: 4 Fri: : 10

"We are pleased to announce that your pantry will receive
a Digital Scale through the Feeding America Retail Rescue
Grant. The Food Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri, along with
Feeding America, is excited
for this opportunity to invest
in your work with local retailers to reduce food waste
and to help provide food to
people who are food insecure in your community."
Robert Childs and John
Rootes set up the scales
after it arrived last week.

Wiley House Update
Mary Ann Echelmeier,
Outreach & Witness Coordinator
We served hot vegetable soup with rolls and a
variety of veggies. Thank you to my sister, Carolyn,
for helping shop and deliver the meal to Wiley
House.

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy, Coordinator
Diaper Report for January:
15 parents came through Baby Grace.
21 packages if diapers were handed out
1050 diapers were handed out.

February 2022

Page 11

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music
This month we will celebrate the holiday referred to
as Valentine’s Day. It is a time when we show
others that we care for them. Small gifts of cards,
candy, and flowers are part of the tradition.

human law contradicts God’s law, we should obey
God. And that’s what Valentine did, ignoring the
king’s orders. Claudius commanded Valentine’s
arrest.

But it might surprise you to find out that this
While in prison, many Christians threw little notes
holiday started
of encourageout as a day to
ment through
remember a
Valentine’s
Christian hero.
prison window.
According to
These were the
the history
first valentines.
books,
Valentine was
In the end,
a 3rd century
Claudius had
Christian
Valentine
preacher who
beheaded for
lived near
his faith. It was
Rome. At this
because he
time the
loved the Lord
Roman
and his
Emperor
fellow humans
Claudius II was
so much that
ordering all
he was willing
young men
to risk his life
not to marry.
to spread the
He thought
good news of
they made
Jesus Christ.
better soldiers
if they were
This gives us
single. No
pause when we
man could
think of
marry until he
Valentine’s
was too old to
Day.
serve in the
Valentine’s Day
military. He
represents
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
also
much more
commanded
than
that all people worship the false gods of Rome.
romantic love. It is a day that honors God and
Valentine was arrested for performing Christian
those who love and obey God.
marriages and preaching that there was only one
true God – the God of the Bible.
What are your favorite songs about love? Write
them down and pass them to me. Who knows, you
Valentine knew that no human – even the
might just hear one of them played as the postlude
king – had the right to stop Christians from
on the Sunday before Valentine's Day.
marrying (1 Corinthians 7:8-9). You see, while
Romans 13:1-7 tells us that we are to respect and
Grace and Peace,
obey our leaders, Acts 5:29 tells us that when
The Rev. Jim West, Music Minister
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Court Street United Methodist Church Scholarships
(Due March 31st)

February 2022
Sunday

We are very fortunate to have the following scholarship
opportunities available through our church. The scholarship
awards vary in amount and range between $1000 and $5000
per academic year.

Monday

Tuesday
1

The Virginia Rosser Memorial Scholarship is
available to undergraduate or master level graduate
students attending an institution of higher education.
This scholarship is open to any area of study

2
Groundhog
Day

Thursday

6

The Vince and Lola Watson Scholarship is available to
undergraduate students attending an institution of
higher education. This scholarship focuses on students
who have the greatest financial need and may not otherwise be available to attend school.
This scholarship is open to any area of study.
The students receiving these scholarships must demonstrate continued commitment to the
standards expected of our Christian faith.
These scholarships may be granted for multiple years if the student applies annually and
demonstrates continued need and adequate academic progress.
Application for these scholarships includes the completion of the FAFSA on an annual basis. The FAFSA
is the gateway to any federal grants or loans. (WWW.FAFSA.Gov)
The following criteria are used to determine recipients:
Callaway County resident (preference given to graduating high school seniors)
Open to any area of study unless specified in the name of the scholarship
Active member/regular participant in the life of a church (preference given to CSUMC
members). Two confidential letters of recommendation, one from a member of the
applicant’s ‘home church”, and one from the minister of that church; which letters
shall be confidential to the members of the Scholarship Committee.
Community leadership, service and activities

10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
Worship

7
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

If all required information is not available the application will not be considered.
An applicant who is interested in pursuing these scholarship opportunities should contact the church office for
additional information.
Court Street UMC

Saturday

4
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

5

10

11
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

12

16

17

19

8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
5 p.m. Ad Bd
Meeting

11 a.m. Walmart
pickup

18
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
2 p.m.
Food Pantry
2 p.m.

9
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
6:45: SOWN

13
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
Worship
After service:
February Birthdays Party

14
Valentines Day
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

15
Food Bank
Pickup

Baby Grace

6:45: SOWN
20
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
Worship

21
Presidents Day
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

Financial need (the Student Aid Report -SAR- of the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid FAFSA-will be the baseline)
Satisfactory academic progress is required
Completed application information must be provided to the Court Street United Methodist Church
Office no later than the end of the last business day of March of each calendar year (March 31 in the
year 2022).

8

Friday

3

6: 46: SOWN

The Mary E. Wilson Music Scholarship is available to
undergraduate students majoring in the area of music.
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Wednesday

22
11:30 a.m.
Food Bank
Pickup

23
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

6:45: SOWN

27
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
Worship

28
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

24

25

26

A Good Enough Lent:

The Simplified Structure and Our New Leaders

Worship Series Embraces the Imperfections of Life and Faith
We live in a culture bent on definitions of a good life as continuous
upward mobility—climbing ladders of prosperity with increasingly
fabulous experiences that we can post to ever-more-likeable social
media accounts. We may comb the shelves of the self-help section in
search of just the right formula to gain success. Perhaps we even
gravitate towards spiritual leaders who promise great rewards if we only
do “the right thing.” But life happens, right? Most times we are not
moving upward but trying to repair the rung we’ve just slipped from.
So what if we stopped climbing and started fertilizing, watering, and
blooming right where we find ourselves? Welcome to a Lent of
affirming a faith in which we are blessed, regardless, and where we can
lean into embracing our “good enough” lives. Our journey through Lent
begins with worship at 7:30 p.m. on Ash Wednesday, March 2.

As we move into our new leadership structure, we are happy to welcome these team members
who each bring valuable talents and skills to our church. We thank them for sharing their gifts
as we move into this new era of leadership.
2022 Administrative Board
Linda Rootes, Chair & Treasurer

Mallory Rueter

Mona Bartley, Secretary

Linda Williams

Linda Mealy, Lay Leader

Committee on Nominations and Leadership
Development Members

Deana Ready, Lay Member

•
•
•
•
•
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Linda Mealy, Lay Leader

Jan Finke

Jan Finke

Linda Hogan

Linda Roots

Les Hudson

Linda Williams

Diane Burre Ludwig
Bobby Mealy

2022

Day(s)

Children’s Church School resumes on Sunday, February 6th
All February birthday people will be honored on Sunday, February 13th
Happy two-year anniversary to Mick Brewer in February!
Winter office hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Year-end statements were mailed in late January. Please check your statement and report any errors and/or
omissions to the office so corrections may be made.

Barb Rueter, Vice Chair

Parker Echelmeier

Teams Building for Trivia Night February 26

Important Notes

Rev. Rebecca, Chair

Mary Ann Echelmeier

Our worship series is based on scripture and the work of Kate Bowler.
Bowler has written best-selling books, Everything Happens for a Reason:
And Other Lies I’ve Loved and No Cure for Being Human (And Other
Truths I Need to Hear). Along with Jessica Richie, she penned Good
Enough: 40ish Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection. This devotional
resource will be utilized throughout the series and will be available on the market from the publisher on
February 15 for $14.79 through Amazon for the hardcover edition. We will place an order through the
office on February 17 to ensure delivery in time for Lent. If you would like to order a book please contact
the office by Thursday, February 17. You may pay for the book via check or at Courtumc.org/Give. You’ll
read more about our plans for Lent in the March 2022 Newsletter.

Court Street UMC loves to play Trivia! The Kingdom of Callaway
Historical Society’s President’s Day Trivia Night is accepting teams
now and we hope to have two. Due to Covid-19, the event will be
limited to ten tables. Trivia Night is Saturday evening, February
26th at Callaway Electric Cooperative. Doors and buffet open at
5:30 and Trivia starts at 6:30 sharp. Jo James is working on the
tables now, so do give her a call or email if you wish to play. Cost is
$25 per person and includes a pulled pork meal and lots of
desserts. The featured president for 2022 will be drawn in early
February.

Barb Rueter

2022 Date(s)

Holiday Closure

Saturday
January 1
Friday prior to New Year’s Day
Monday
April 18
Easter Monday
Monday
May 30
Memorial Day
Monday
July 4
Independence Day
Monday
September 5
Labor Day
Thursday & Friday
November 24-25
Thanksgiving Holiday
Monday
December 26
Christmas Monday*
Saturday
December 31
New Year’s Eve
^Do not close on Good Friday; closed on Monday
* Do not close on Christmas Eve; closed on Monday
February 2022
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200th Anniversary Celebrations

Letter from Breezy

Our History - The Bell on the Front Lawn

It is the Raymond
Oliver Memorial
Bell. The bell is
163 years old,
having been cast
in 1859 specifically
for the bellfry of
our second
Methodist church
in Fulton (detailed
in the August 2021 newsletter). It served in
that church until 1900 when our third church
building (the yellow one) was constructed.
The bell was then re-installed in that bellfry.
In total, it served our churches for 108 years.
Then in 1967, the yellow church building was

razed to make way
for the Educational
Center. The bell then
went to the basement
of that building and
sat for seven years. It
was rescued, cleaned
and given a proper
base on the front
lawn in the
mid-1970s thanks to
the generosity of
Frances Oliver to
commemorate her
husband,
Raymond Oliver, a
long-time member of
the church.
Do stop by soon and see this lovely bell with
the decorated rim that has served our churches for so long, and remember a man who
helped Methodism thrive in Fulton.

‘Gifts of Warmth’ A Success!
Many thanks to all
of you for helping
fill the clothing
barrel with ‘gifts of
warmth’ for both
Fulton Public School
(FPS) children and
Our House. It is so
rewarding to see the
generosity of our
congregation.

200 Minutes of
Prayer for the
New Year’s Eve
Did you help in our prayer-fest to do 200
minutes of prayers on New Year’s Eve to
help pray out the old year and bring in the
new one? While we are not asking for your
exact minutes, we are enjoying hearing
from those of you who did help with this
200th anniversary project.

We are told that
there is still a need
for these items,
especially with
temperatures
getting so cold. Our
Celebration Committee has decided to take the items we
have now to FPS and Our House AND continue our ‘gifts
of warmth’ drive through February. We hope you will be
willing to help us fill the barrel again!
Page 6

Greetings to all. As we head into 2022 let’s
consider the words of a contemporary
Christian song, “I have decided to follow Jesus.
No turning back, no turning back.” A good
message for us and also for Court Street UMC
as it starts year 300. Going forward will
mean challenges, perhaps progress, and
maybe some failures or disappointments but
do not be weary in well doing, and never turn
back - - that is not an option.
Be faithful
Love Mary Beth (aka Breezy)
P.S. Don’t forget the February holidays –
Groundhog Day, Valentines Day and
President’s Day.

CSUMC 200

CSUMC 200

Ever notice we
have a bell on our
front lawn? Want
to guess its age?
Did you know it
has a name?

Letters from Our Community

Greetings,
Thank you to our church family
for the many cards, flowers, and

reminded me of the old tan
church where we attended Sunday

Relay for Life memorials. Thank

School and later, pastoral instruc-

you to the Love One Another

tion and bible history. A bible and

Committee for the meal that was

recognition in church services

served.. Thank you to Rev. Rebecca

were the reward! We’re thinking it

for reminding us that Ray will live

would be nice to have a color pic-

on in our in our memories..

ture of the old church.

God Bless You from the Ray Payne

In God we trust.

family

Court Street UMC

Reading the last church bulletin

February 2022

Lance & Peg Randolph

Page 7

