
  January  2022  
      Volume 6, Number 6 

R2 Note …  

Mirror, Mirror, on the Wall … My maternal grand-

mother gifted to me a love of movies.  As an adult I 

remember her joy in sharing a movie she loved.  We 

sat side-by-side in the theater laughing as we 

watched The Gods Must Be Crazy.  This movie-

sharing practice began when we were young.  She 

would from time to time take her grandchildren to 

the movie theater.  By far the scariest movie we ever 

watched with her was Disney’s original animated 

Snow White and the Seven Dwa-

rves.  Shivers crawled up my 

spine every time the Wicked 

Stepmother was on the screen.  

To my young mind, she was the 

personification of evil and self-

interest who clearly didn’t know 

Jesus or The Golden Rule.  Yet I 

was captivated by the Mirror.  

The Mirror always told her the 

truth, even when the truth was 

painful. 

Isn’t that what mirrors do?  They 

reflect our image.  At times peo-

ple can serve as mirrors for us, reflecting to us parts 

of our story.  In this way they can be a means of   

revelation helping us to know who we really are.    

On December 14, 2021 we received an email from 

one who rose up into ministry from this very congre-

gation, the Rev. Kim Polchow.  Not only does       

Rev. Polchow share her own story but also gives us, 

through her experience of us, a glimpse of who we 

have been.  I pray you will find her letter and those 

you will read later in this issue to be not only a bless-

ing but also a confirmation of what God is doing in 

us and through us.   

Until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit in this 
New Year, 
 

Rev. Rebecca 

Dear People of Court Street United Methodist 

Church, 

A few weeks ago, a picture of you came across my FB 

feed, shared by Reconciling Ministries Network. I saw 

lots of familiar faces. Seeing you and the decision 

you made to be a reconciling church made my heart 

glad. 

I came out of Court Street UMC as a candidate for 

ministry in 2005 when I graduated seminary. I have 

been under appointment as a         

Licensed Local Pastor in the Ozarks 

District of the Missouri Conference for 

the past 16 years. I served briefly as 

an associate in downtown Springfield, 

then as solo pastor for a country 

church northwest of Springfield for 

14.5 years. This July, I moved to 

Marshfield UMC to serve as their lead 

pastor. My mom and dad, Wendi and 

Jay, moved to Springfield in October 

of last year. We are only 35 minutes 

from each other, and they are splitting 

their Sundays between my church and 

one in Springfield. 

A beautiful painting of Court Street UMC hangs over 

the desk in my office to show everyone my home 

church. The Children’s Ministry Director, Susan, asked 

me if it was a Mary Randolph! Susan is John Harris’s 

granddaughter, and her sons, John and William, are 

great friends with my son, Jay. She has a Mary    

Randolph painting with pride of place in her home. 

I talk about Court Street quite a bit at my new     

appointment, in part because of the painting and in 

part because we have a preschool on campus. When 

my parents and I visited Court Street when I was a 

teenager, it felt familiar and comfortable. It took me 

weeks to figure out I had run the downstairs halls as 

a preschooler! I use this story to illustrate how      

important it is for churches to provide safe spaces 

     continuedGreetings to all.  
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continued from page 1 

for children and that we never know what seeds we are planting that may sprout years down the road. Our 

comfort at Court Street meant not only that I found my call to professional ministry. My brother and his family 

followed us into the UMC, and every adult member of our family has served in a UMC church leadership    

position. My two nieces have been confirmed, and Jay (age 5) is all about church! We’ve all become dedicated 

Methodists. You planted incredible seeds with your hospitality.                                               

I don’t know how well-known this was when we joined the church, but we came to Court Street from a 

church that was uncomfortable welcoming some of our family and friends because of their sexuality. I  

couldn’t be in a church that wouldn’t welcome all people, and my parents couldn’t stand the idea of us not 

being in church together, so we began church shopping. No one welcomed us like Court Street did! Bob 

Blount, Scottie Walker, Ralph Wimp, and Betty Bates were particularly relentless. You helped me come to 

know the great loves of my life — Jesus Christ and John Wesley. 

I did, at times, overestimate the welcome offered by UMCs because they don’t all live up to my experience 

of you. I came into the Conference with what one of my clergy friends calls “my invisible rainbow cape”  

flying behind me. My security in the welcome offered by all UMCs in Missouri was naive, but because it was 

included in my paperwork for appointment, a DS sent me to Springfield with the mission of opening doors 

to the LGBT+ community, which I worked at diligently for my 15 years in Springfield. 

I was, therefore, not surprised to see your picture on the RMN page. I am thankful that you are who I have 

always known you to be — a church that welcomes all people. Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for 

welcoming me and my family.  What a beautiful difference you made in our lives! 

In Christ’s love, 

Rev. Kim Polchow 

 

Notes From Clavinova Bench . . . 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

 

Wow,  Advent and Christmas have been spectacular at Court Street UMC 

have they not?  We saw a socially distanced near capacity crowd in the 

sanctuary for the Combined Central Methodist University Chorale and 

the Fulton High School Chamber Choir Concert, even needing to use the 

balcony for seating just the day after the volunteers had so beautifully 

decorated the Sanctuary. 

The Advent/Christmas series that Rev. Rebecca chose for us, has been 

different than anything we have done in my tenure as Minister of Music. 

And I will confess it has caused this old Dog to learn a few new tricks, 

and step out of his comfort zone a little to do so, but that is how we 

grow.  And I have both been blessed and grateful. 

I was asked to put together the fellowship time between the two    Christmas Eve services this year, and had 

so much fun doing that, and I think it was a lovely way to spend the time and I am grateful for all the help 

and assistance from each person. 

I want to thank the church for all the cards, and well wishes, and gifts that you have shared with me and my 

family this year, and for giving me the opportunity to be your minister of music.  It is one of the great joys of 

my life. 

Rev. Jim West 

Court Street United Methodist Church 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO 65251 

 

Return Service Requested 

 

Court Street UMC 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO 65251 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8:30-5  

Phone: 573-642-5721 

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office hours: when available and by appointment 

www.courtumc.org 

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist 

Mission 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

Vision 

We are an imperfect people learning to love  

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and  

wholeness through Jesus Christ. 

Staff 

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 
 

Sunday Worship 

10 a.m. Sunday School  

10:45 a.m.  In-Person and Online Worship Service 

6 p.m. The Rock 

Check website and Facebook for updates. 

Contact Info and Office Hours 
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   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes, Coordinator 

December 2021 Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

 85 representing 185 members 

Ages Represented:   

 15 children (0-4)  

 39 children (5-17) 

 82 adults (18-59)  

 49 seniors (60+) 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

 Food Bank - 4,000 pounds 

 Walmart  -  300 pounds 

Work Crews:  

Tues: 7 people    Thurs: 6 people    Fri: 13 people 

 

Wiley House Update 

      Mary Ann Echelmeier, Coordinator 

           

We will be serving the Wiley House meal on 

January 21st.  Anticipating cold weather, but 

who knows with these crazy days, we will be 

serving some piping hot soup/chili and corn-

bread to a full house of guests.    

Thank you once again to those friends and 

relatives who always volunteer to help.   
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Baby Grace 

Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

 

For the month of December the following 

diapers and items were distributed: 
 

9 families visited Baby Grace  
 

440 diapers handed were handed out. 
 

Baby Grace was visited by a refugee family 

this month and we were able to partially   

meet the needs of the children with clothes, 

blankets and a bouncy seat. 

 

 

 

Holy Lands Tour Offered  

September 23-October 3, 2022 

Through MO Annual Conference 
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The Rock Embarks on a New Year 

After a winter break, The Rock, Fulton’s Community Youth Group, will embark 

on a new year of learning, growing, and having lots of fun from 6-7:30 p.m.   

on Sundays, beginning January 9, 2022.   

Check out our Facebook page www.facebook.com/therockfulton to keep up 

with all the festivities. 

Worship Series Explores Abundant Health for the New Year 

I come to give life with joy and abundance.   ~   John 10:10 

It’s not uncommon for a New Year to include new resolutions around our health and well-being.  A holistic 

approach to global health is vital to the well-being of the church universal, our local congregation, and espe-

cially to each of us as individuals.  Beginning in mid-January we will explore the riches of what it means to 

have abundant life in our minds, bodies, and spirits through Jesus Christ. 

 

We’ll be bringing the theme of Abundant Mind + Body + Spirit, from our 2021 Annual Conference Session to 

life at CSUMC this month.  Great thoughtfulness and a passion for our history went into developing the logo 

for the series.  “The Trinity Knot symbol informs our understanding of God as three-in-one, and it also pro-

vides us with a template for seeing God as an active participant in every facet of our being. 
 

The wisdom of God provides us with the MIND to comprehend life beyond our human condition. 

The BODY of Christ has set the example for every disciple to live as the hands and feet of his ministry. 

The Holy SPIRIT has come to walk with us as the continued presence of God, which strengthens our     
resolve. 

“Each of the colors in the Trinity Knot are sym-

bolic.  Green is the color of growth and repre-

sents our ongoing transformation.  Purple is the 

color of penitence and symbolizes John Wesley’s 

core term ‘Conviction of Sin,’ which is a recogni-

tion that we are out of harmony with the will of 

God.  Red is the color of life, symbolizing the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

“Mental, physical and emotional health play an 

interconnected role in our personal quality of 

life and in our ability to impact the mission for 

which we have been called.  We must allow God 

to become a vital and integral part of maintain-

ing every component of our health so that we 

can truly live with joy and abundance.” 
 

Together in the coming weeks, we’ll explore 

Abundant Love (1-16), Abundant Joy (1-23), 

Abundant Hope  (1-30), and Abundant Faith      

(2-6).  To learn more about our denomination’s 

emphasis on abundant health you can visit    

umcabundanthealth.org.   

http://www.facebook.com/therockfulton


69th Annual Christmas Bazaar Has Double Life

Christmas at Court Street UMC 
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The Longest Night Service, also called Blue Christmas service, was held at 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021 outdoors in front of the church.  The temperature was in 
the 40’s and approximately 15 people attended a service of prayer and reflection, of 
healing and hope.   On Christmas Eve, Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Jim West brought the 
story of Jesus’s birth to life via a series of stories and carols at both 7:00 and 11:00 
p.m., with Rev. Clayton Peak joining in at 11:00.  Covid kept crowds down as the total 
for both services was just at 40 people.  All who came shared in a beautiful and touch-
ing worship service. 

Each service ended with dimming 

lights, Silent Night, and the passing 

of the light, this time via battery 

powered candles for COVID safety. 

Center:  Baby Jesus, Mary, 

Joseph and the Angel.  Far 

left: Our new 12’ Christmas 

tree shines brightly.  Above: 

Rev. Rebecca and Parker 

Echelmeier light the Advent 

candles. 

Top: Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Jim 

West at the Longest Night Service.  

Center: Rev Rebecca leads the 

Christmas Eve services with  Rev. 

Jim providing music; Rev. Clayton 

Peak joined the later service. 

                               

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

New Year’s 

Eve 

200 Minutes 

of Prayer 

1 

New Years Day 

2 

10 a.m. Sun-

day School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

3 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

4 

New Office 

Hours Begin 

(T/Th: 8:30– 5)  

 

5 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

6 

 

 

 

 

7 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

8 

 

9 

10 a.m. Sun-

day School 

10:45am   

Worship 

After service:  

January       

Birthdays Party 

6:00 The Rock 

10 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

11 

 

12 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

13 

 

 

 

14 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

15 

 

16 

10 a.m. Sun-

day School 

10:45am   

Worship 

6:00 The Rock 

 

 

17 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

18 

11:30 a.m. 

Food Bank  

Pickup 

19 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

5:00 Admin Bd 

        Meeting 

6:45: SOWN 

20 

11 a.m. Walmart 

pickup  

21 

Mission Fit 

Walking 
 

2 p.m. 

Food Pantry 

2 p.m.  

Baby Grace 

22 

 

22 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

6:00 The Rock 

 

 

24 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

25 

 

26 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

27 

 

28 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

29 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

6:00 The Rock 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

January 2022 

31 30 
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Reflections from the Community on RMN 

Greetings, 

My good friend shared the story 

of how your congregation is 

teaching others and helping the 

LGBTQ+ community. 

May God bless you, 

Matt Waltersdorf 

 

 

“Faith without  

works is dead” 

James 2:13-26 Dear CSUMC, 

Woohoo! Congratulations on your       

recent victory. Your hard work and   

dedication to the cause has paid off in 

a BIG way! Your willingness to learn 

and then advocate and educate others 

is a beautiful testament to your love for 

others. Thank you for your passion and 

compassion in leading this charge in 

the community! Bravo, and much love! 

Mattie Hamilton 

Dear Court Street, 

I grew up and was confirmed in 

the Methodist church. It would 

have meant the world to me if I 

had known there were people like 

you all in the congregation who 

loved me.  Your compassion and 

love for ALL people has touched 

me and I wish I could give you 

all a big hug. Congratulations 

on the vote! 

Thank you from myself and the 

LGBTQ+ community, 

Collin Hardy Duwe 

Dear Court Street, 

WOW! While I only identify as an ally, I 

have  such a deep love for so many 

LGBTQ+ individuals and people like you 

all are making a better world for them.  

-Tara Bamburg 

Court Street, 

I heard about your amazing efforts to 

advocate for an open and loving 

church. I was so happy to hear that 

Court Street recently recognized and  

affirmed the LGBTQ+ community. It 

gives me hope and strengthens my own 

faith knowing that there are people like 

you helping make our churches and 

world a better place.  Thank you.  I     

remember a friend reminding me of 

James 2:13-26: “Faith without works is 

dead.”  You have done such great work. 

Kelsey Hawley 
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2021 BAZAAR FINAL REPORT  
Diane Burre Ludwig, Bazaar Chair    

               

Many thanks to EACH of YOU for your support and participation!  It is exciting to announce  

the results of our 2021 two-part Bazaar and CELEBRATE our success together!!                
 

  Total Income from Sales       $4,259   Total Expenses            $  973 

  Total Income from Donations           100      (food supplies 

  Total Income from Sponsorships      3,400      and advertising)              __________ 

                     TOTAL INCOME        $  7,759    TOTAL EXPENSES    $  973     TOTAL NET  $6,786 
 

(2021 Budget Goals:  Income $6,000       Expenses  $ 500       NET $5,500) 

Santa Stockings Bring Joy to New Residents 

Linda Rootes has a new neighbor on 7th Street.   Janis Duryea, and husband Harold, 

moved to Fulton from Maryville recently and wanted to get involved in the commu-

nity.  To help share the holiday spirit, Janis stitched up a dozen Santa stockings and 

filled each with an orange, an apple, mixed nuts, and a toy.  She then discussed with 

Linda Rootes where they might be enjoyed.  Linda contacted Mona Bartley who is 

helping with the local Afghan Resettlement Program and the stockings were soon 

off the meet their new owners!  Mona delivered them to the children during a       

session of English as a Second Language conducted during the holiday school break.    

It was noted that smiles broke out all around!  THANK YOU, Janis!  Welcome to    

Fulton and our caring community! 
Janis with two of the 

Santa stockings. 

Poinsettias Offer a Living Tribute  

The glorious red poinsettias on the altar during  

Christmas worship services were lovingly provided    

by the following:     

 
                     IN HONOR              
 

    In Honor of Sandy Davis by the Fellowship Sunday School Class 

    In Honor of our Anniversary by Linda and Bobby Mealy 

                                                  IN MEMORY 

    In Memory of Vernon Echelmeier by Mary Ann Echelmeier 

    In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Martin Horstmeier by Mary Ann Echelmeier 

    In Memory of Mary G. Hughes by Chuck Hughes 

    In Memory of Jack Lippincott by Sue Lippincott 

    In Memory of Nick & Virginia, Michael, and Nick Ludwig, and 

                            Mildred & Fritz Burre by Diane Burre Ludwig 

Court Street 
UMC Building 
Trivia Teams 

Once again our winning teams will take 

on challengers at the annual President’s 

Day Trivia Night presented by the King-

dom of Callaway Historical Society. 

Date:  Saturday night, February 26 

Doors and buffet open at 5:30 p.m. 

Trivia starts at 6:30 SHARP! 

Callaway Electric Cooperative 

$25 person, including meal 

 Teams of 8 

The featured president will be drawn in 

early February; all other categories are 

general trivia.  Bring your own non-

alcoholic beverages; meal and desserts 

provided.  See Diane Ludwig or Jo James 

to sign up. 



Our House 200th Project       
(200 items for Our House) 

January Celebration Seeks 200 Gifts of Warmth   
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Mona Bartley, Deana Ready and Linda Hogan, Coordinators 

Fulton Public School children, Kindergarten through 5th grade, need our help.  Our goal is to collect 200 

items of warm clothing for our elementary students.    Please consider picking up some socks, sweatshirts, 

coats, hats, gloves and undergarments for those students in need.  

During the month of January there will be a Bright Futures  

barrel in the Narthex for collection of these items.  They will be 

distributed to the elementary schools for them to distribute to 

those in need.  Our goal is to collect a  minimum of 200 "gifts 

of warmth."  Please help us reach our goal as we continue to  

celebrate our 200th anniversary.                Matthew 25:36 

NOW is the TIME!  New Year’s Eve 200 Minutes of Prayers 

Hopefully the newsletter is only a reminder and you have already sent your New Year’s 

Eve prayers on their way.  If not, just make it now!  It is not too late to help us pray out 

the Centennial year and bring in the beginning year of our 3rd Century!  If you need a 

helping hand, the Breakthrough Prayer by Rev. Rebecca and the Celebration Prayer by 

Mary Beth Wimp are here.   

Celebration Prayer by Mary Beth Wimp 

“To God be the Glory, great things he has done.” Thank you, God, for your continuous blessings on Court Street United 

Methodist Church over the past 200 years.  We pray you will be with this church for the next 200 years and beyond.   Amen. 

          200th Anniversary Celebrations 
C
S
U
M
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2
0
0

 C
S
U
M
C
 
2
0
0

 

                         Breakthrough Prayer by Rev. Rebecca Dungar Peak 

Gracious God, I ask that you strengthen the community of faith at Court Street UMC in our inner selves from  the riches of 

your glory through your Spirit.  I ask that Christ will live in our hearts through faith.  I ask that you strengthen our roots in 

love so that we'll have the power to grasp love's width and length, height and depth, together with all believers.  I ask that 

we'll know the love of Christ that is beyond knowledge so that we will be filled entirely with the fullness of God.  I ask that 

you open our arms, hearts, and minds to welcome, celebrate, and affirm those who are hungry for your love, who need your 

compassion, who long for your grace.  Glory to you, O God!  You are able to do far beyond all that I can ask or imagine by 

your power at work within me, within us.   Glory to you in this congregation and in Christ Jesus for all generations, forever 

and always. Amen. 
 

~ based on Ephesians 3:16-21 

In November we were able to donate 21 cleaning items, including a vacu-

um cleaner.  In December we collected personal hygiene items, and the 

basket is overflowing… Praise to God for all these generous donations. 

There are well over 100 items for December.  In January we will be collect-

ing warm winter socks for both men and women.  Also we will be collecting 

underwear, undershirts, and any extra warm undergarments.  Thank you for 

your generous support.  We will make it to 200 before you know it.  

                                                                                    Mary Ann Echelmeier 
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Letter from Breezy 
Dear Court Street UMC 

Greetings to all.  Thank you for the many lovely Christmas cards and notes.  They warmed my heart! 

At the beginning of a new year let me call your attention to a verse from Ecclesiastes 3:12, probably a little-known 

verse “I know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good while they live.” 

I think this a good verse to consider as we begin 2022.  First, it seems to me that happiness and doing good are con-

nected.  The more we focus on helping others (doing good) the more likely we are to be happy.  So, try applying this 

verse.  Every day find a way small or large to help someone and see if your attitude doesn’t change from despair to 

hope. 

Here is a true story to think about.  When the Birmingham church was bombed, and four little girls were killed a young 

boy was in the congregation.  He later relates he had a choice.  He could spend the rest of his life filled with hate or 

with the help of God he could use his life to help others, and that is what he did and is still doing. 

What a great choice!  We can make that choice, too.  Try it in 2022. 

Love and blessings for the New Year!                                                        Love, Mary Beth 

Dear Court Street UMC, 

Thank you from my heart for all the lovely 

cards at Christmas.  I wish I could write 

thank you notes but my eyesight is becom-

ing a problem for me.       

I do appreciate so much all the cards and 

kind thoughts.  And I really enjoyed the 

delicious chili!  I hope the church will do 

well next year. 

                                 Flora Delle Clayton 

UMC Scholarship Committee and           

Congregation: 

Thank you for supporting my education finan-

cially.    It truly means the world to me, and lifts 

the weight of future debt — a gift.   I’m beyond 

grateful for the challenges, revelations, and 

joys that have come this semester.  

                                  Sincerely, Audrey Nichols 

Letters from Our Community 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES  

 Children’s Church School is on a winter break for the month of January and will resume on               

February 6th. 

 NEW Office Hours will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 Our Christmas Eve offering went to the Afghan Resettlement Program this year and our total 

donation was close to $500. 

 The 2022 Pledge Campaign is winding up and we would  appreciate any remaining pledge 

cards turned in to the church office by January 10. 

 All January birthday people will be honored after worship service on January 9.   

 Year–End statements will be coming soon.  Please check your statement and report any errors 

and/or omissions to the office so corrections may be made. 

 


