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R2 Note …  

There was something special about our youth                              

gathering on Sunday, February 20.  I had the                  

privilege of leading the night’s 

lesson about a story that’s been 

put to song by the likes of Ma-

halia Jackson and Elvis Presley: 

Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho.  

The song and its catchy tune 

make light of a complex story 

of one of the battles necessary 

before the Israelites could take 

residence in The Promised 

Land.  Rahab, an ancestor of 

Jesus, is among the heroes of 

the story.  Yet in the midst of a 

good spy story, red cords hung out of a window, 

priests, trumpets, marching, and walls tumbling 

down we lose sight of the violence.  “Then they de-

voted to destruction by the edge of the sword all in 

the city, both men and women, young and old, oxen, 

sheep, and donkeys” (Joshua 6:21, NRSV). 

When is the last time you had a conversation with 

youth about God-sanctioned genocide?  When was 

the last time you realized you didn’t have all the            

answers and admitted that reality?  When is the last 

time you sat with youth as they wrestled with their 

understanding of who God is or to watch the reality 

of just how complex is God’s story?  When is the last 

time you saw the figurative bulb above the head of 

another person light up as they made a connection 

between the God of history and current events?  The 

night was full of firsts for me.  It was a humbling 

night.  It was a holy night. 

At the end of the lesson, I admitted that, even 

though I am a pastor, I struggle with some of the             

stories of the Bible and even with God from time to 

time.  I liken it to Jacob’s experience at the Jabok.  He 

anticipated a rough reunion with his brother Esau.  

Perhaps fueled by anxiety, he 

strategically sent his family and 

possessions ahead, so that he 

could stay behind.  That night he 

prayed and wrestled with an  

angel of God.  By the end, his 

hip was out of its socket, but he 

refused to let go until he knew 

the identity of his wrestling 

companion and received a     

blessing.  “Even when I struggle 

with scripture and with God,” I 

told the youth, “I don’t let go 

until I get a blessing.  Maybe that blessing is the               

answer to a question or comfort in knowing there are 

things about God I may never understand.  Even so, 

the blessing is that God doesn’t let go of me either.  

Neither does God let you go no matter your                

struggles because more than anything, God loves us.” 

We ended as we always do by sharing our joys and 

concerns and taking it all to God in prayer.  As the 

youth returned to games for a few free minutes                  

before their parents arrived, I collected all the papers 

for recycling.  That’s when I found the origami peace 

crane made from the night’s scripture handout.  I 

never cease to be amazed how the Spirit works in our 

youth, who wrestled with the scripture, the ways in 

which they experience violence on a personal level, 

and carried the awareness that Ukraine was on the 

brink of invasion by Russian forces take it all in, fold it 

all up, and create of it a symbol of peace.  It has been 

said that a child shall lead them.  If that is the case, 

It's not lost on me that as we wrapped our minds around violence in scripture, specifically Joshua and the Bat-
tle of Jericho, one of the youth at The Rock used the paper printed with our scripture reading for the night's 
lesson and transformed it into this paper crane.  Together we wrestled with the Word.  We asked hard ques-

tions for which there are no easy answers.  And one of our youth created this symbol of peace.  I would like to 
believe this to be an act of prayer, of resistance, of hope. ~ R
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then may we, with many more years under 

our belts, for whom images of the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine spark memories of war 

and hostile action of the past manage to fold 

it all into words, prayers, and acts of peace.  

Until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit, 
Rev. Rebecca 
 
 

Notes From Clavinova Bench . . . 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

In Matthew 4:1, 2 , The first thing we notice 

about this account are these words, Then Jesus 

was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. In other words, God                

orchestrated this desert experience. Why would 

the Holy Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness? The 

fact that both Matthew and Luke place this                

account at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry should 

give us a clue. Before he could minister strength 

and healing to others, Jesus had to learn that the 

source of his own strength and provision was        

Abba God. Before he could influence others he had to be certain of the greatest influence in his life. 

Admittedly the very acknowledgment that Jesus had anything to learn is one of the great mysteries of the 

incarnation. However, perfection and growth in understanding are not mutually exclusive as the writer of the 

Hebrews indicates, Jesus learned obedience through the things that he suffered. (5:8) In his human nature,                 

Jesus continued to grow and deepen in his relationship with the Father. It was Luke (2:52) who said And Jesus 

grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man. 

Perhaps you are at a “growth point” in your life because things are not going well. Maybe you don’t look at it 

that way, but why not? Don’t waste these desert moments, because it is usually in these that we learn to trust 

and obey, and build the muscles of faith. 

One of the first hymns I learned to play and played in church to accompany congregational singing was Trust 

and Obey.  I was probably eight the first time I subbed when the regular pianist and Organist were neither at 

church that Sunday.  I remember playing it and being struck by the verse...Then in fellowship sweet, we will sit 

at his feet or we’ll walk by his side in the way. What he says we will do, where he sends we will go—never fear, 

only trust and obey. (John Sammis)  

Have a blessed Lent! 

Jim West Minister of Music 

Two teams of youth create word clouds 
based on the subject of “Violence” at The 
Rock on Sunday, February 20, 2022. 
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Fulton, MO 65251 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8:30-5  

Phone: 573-642-5721 

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office hours: when available and by appointment 

www.courtumc.org 

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist 

Mission 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

Vision 

We are an imperfect people learning to love  

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and  

wholeness through Jesus Christ. 

Staff 

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 
 

Sunday Worship 

10 a.m. Sunday School  

10:45 a.m.  In-Person and Online Worship Service 

6 p.m. The Rock 

Check website and Facebook for updates. 

Contact Info and Office Hours 
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   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes, Coordinator 

February 2022 Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

 70 representing 154 members 

Ages Represented:   

 14 children (0-4)  

 31 children (5-17) 

 61 adults (18-59)  

 48 seniors (60+) 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

Food Bank - approx. 4,000 pounds,  

Walmart - 0 

Work Crews:  

Tues: 9 people    Thurs: Snow    Fri: 8 people 

 

Wiley House Update 

                             Mary Ann Echelmeier, Coordinator 

In addition to the delivery of our Items of Warmth (see page 4 ), we 

will be serving a meal on Friday, March 25.  Menu is being determined. 
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Baby Grace 

Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

 

For the month of December the following 

diapers and items were distributed: 
 

11 families visited Baby Grace  

18 bags of diapers  
 

1750 diapers  and wipes handed were handed 

out. 

 

 

Holy Lands Tour Offered  

September 23-October 3, 2022 

Through MO Annual Conference 
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Easter Card Ministry 

Linda Williams, Chair 

Dear Friends, 

Let us celebrate the joys of Easter by sharing 
love with those who cannot join us in church. 

As we continue to follow Romans 12:10., “Be 
devoted to one another in love. Honor one 
another above yourselves,” we can reach out 
with an Easter greeting to show their love for 
one another - - and honor God.   

There will be a display of Easter bags and a list 
of names in the Narthex from now through 
April 10.  Your Easter cards are welcomed and 
we will deliver them before Easter Sunday on 
the 17th.  Please help us spread a message of 
hope and love as we are reminded of the joy 
of the Resurrection. 

Tulips are Back! 

We are excited to be offering beautiful tulips for our Easter 

service on April 17.  Our custom of adding tulips on the 

alter in memory of or in honor of a loved one has had to 

be sidelined during COVID, but we are bringing it back.  If 

you would like to honor/remember loved ones or just 

sponsor a tulip plant, please contact the church office 

(phone or email) or complete the Tulip Order Form found 

in the Narthex on Sundays.   

Deadline to order is March 20
th

, cost is $15 per tulip 
(mixed colors) and you may take the plant(s) home with 
you after the Easter service.  Help us fill the altar with the 
beautiful and joyous colors of a myriad of tulips! 

At the Annual Conference Session on Sunday, June 13, 
2021, the Missouri Annual Conference voted to reduce 
the number of districts from nine to five, effective July 
1, 2022.   

 
The Missouri district territories have now been decided 
and names changed.  The names of the five districts 
are North Central, Northeast, Northwest, South-
east and Southwest.  Our district office will still be in 
Columbia and we will be in the North Central            
district.  Our district Superintendent will continue to be 
Mi Hyeon Lee  

UMC Redistricting Update     
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Our planning committee is getting very excited about our BIG 

celebration weekend and our finale event on May 22 – The 200
th

 

Bicentennial Homecoming Celebration  

Well before the pandemic, Rev. Jim had reached out to a                   
colleague, Dustin Dunn, to commission him to write an original 
anthem for Court Street UMC’s 200

th
 anniversary.  While the                 

pandemic delayed things, it did not stop them.  The anthem, 
based on a poem by Charles Wesley, is ready and we are now 
working on the rest of the components of the weekend.  Bishop 
Farr will attend and deliver the message, our choir and bell choir 
will perform, guest singers will join in, there will be a big church 
dinner following the concert, and Dustin Dunn is coming to Fulton 
to conduct the entire musical tribute in its premier performance.  
Everyone is invited back as we hope to make this a real 
‘homecoming’ event.  You won’t want to miss it!   

In early February, Mona Bartley, Mary Ann Echelmeier and Jan Finke 
sorted through our large barrel of warm items and made our first       
deliveries.   On Thursday, February 9, Steve and Mona Bartley                   
delivered 198 warm items to Jen Meyerhoff with Bright Futures - - 
primarily coats, hats, scarves and gloves. 
 
On Friday, February 10, Mary Ann Echelmeier and Carolyn Horstmeier 
delivered 106 warm items to Gina McKenzie, executive director of Our 
House.  In December Mary Ann had delivered 121 hygiene items to 
Our House. 
 
There was also 12 warm items donated for the Baby Shower for the 
Afghan Resettlement project and 22 hygiene items donated to the 
Fulton Middle School Thrive Hive. 
 
At this time, the most current need for the items listed below.  Please 
continue to bring your gifts and place them in the large barrel in the 
hallway.  THANK YOU! 

 

Photos: 1:  Gina McKenzie (right), director of Our House, happily received all the Gifts of Warmth,  from Mary 

Ann Echelmeier and Carolyn Horstmeier (left and center). 2: Mona Bartley delivers coats and other warm items 

to Jen Meyerhoff at Bright Futures for Fulton Public Schools. 3: Some of the 34 caps and 15 scarves knitted and/or 

provided by Linda Hogan and her team of knitters for the 200 Items of Warmth project. 4: Mona Bartley (left) and Jan 

Finke get to the bottom of the barrel to unearth all the warm treasures.  MANY THANKS to all for helping provide 
these much-needed items. 
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Letter from Breezy 
Dear Court Street UMC 

Greetings to all, 

This letter is dedicated to the memory of Ralph. Our focus this month is the word “Listen.” Ralph said often that 

God gave us one mouth and two ears because we need to talk less and listen more! Listening is so important.      

It is crucial in every profession, every job, and every relationship.  Listening to someone is a gift of great value.  

Listening is a skill required of good parents. Listening to your spouse enhances your relationship.  Listening to 

your friends cements your friendships.  Listening is a necessary skill in problem solving.  It has been                            

documented that the best method to convince people to vaccinate is to listen to their concerns.  Arbitration in 

any dispute—labor, sports, etc.—also requires listening.  During the month I challenge you to talk half as much 

listen twice as much—really listen with your total attention. I think you will be happily surprised at the results. 

 

Practice your listening skills and use the ears God gave you. 

Love to all, 

Mary Beth a.k.a Breezy 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES  

• Tulip orders due by March 20 to church office. 

• All March birthday people will be honored after       

worship service on Sunday, March 13. 

• Scholarship Applications are due in the church office  

by March 31.   

Letters from Our   
Community 

Dear Friends at CSUMC, 

Thank you for the many 

lovely cards and notes. Such 

beautiful Valentines that 

warmed my heart! Thank 

you for the “special delivery.” 

Love to all, 

Mary Beth Wimp 

Scholarship Receipt Letter (in part) 

Dear Court St UMC, 

Thank you for your recent gift to South-

west Baptist University.  Your giving 

supports SBU students in their pursuit of 

an outstanding academic degree inte-

grated by faith, learning and 

service.  

Rick Melson, Ph.D., President 

Dear Court St UMC, 

Thank you for hosting our family for a 

meal, and with the comfort of your 

thoughts and prayers (after my sister’s 

passing).  Everything you guys did for 

us was extremely welcoming and we are 

grateful for. 

Matt Branch 


