August 2022
Volume 7 Number 1

R2 Note …
The writer of Ecclesiastes was a pessimist. Sure,
written by Pete Seeger and made famous by The
Byrds, the poetry of chapter 3 makes for a catchy
song:
To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)
And a time for every purpose, under Heaven.
It feels as though we are in a time of great
turning and turmoil and gnashing of teeth and
throwing stones and hate
and tearing and weeping
and mourning and, not
just the limiting of, but
the removal of freedoms.
As I write, we are in the
early aftermath of the
SCOTUS decision to
overturn Roe v. Wade as
well as the naming of
other rights that may be
overturned, the ongoing
hearings regarding the
January 6, 2021 insurrection, and the war in Ukraine,
just to name a few. My thoughts and emotions are a
jumbled mess. How about yours?
During seminary I was intentional in choosing to do a CPE Residency (Clinical Pastoral Education) during my internship. I was intentional in
choosing to do my Residency in the hospital setting.
I was intentional in choosing a program that would
allow me to serve in both a children’s hospital and a
traditional hospital setting in Houston, Texas. However, I had no choice of the units to which I was assigned. I served the hematology and oncology units
at Texas Children’s Hospital. At St. Luke’s Episcopal
Hospital, I was blessed to serve as chaplain of the
neuroscience ICU and medical floors as well as highrisk antepartum and postpartum units. When I was
on-call I served both hospitals in their entirety. Not
only did we serve the patients and their families but
also the staff.
The delivery rooms were nestled between

my high-risk antepartum and postpartum units. If a
momma delivered a healthy baby she would go to a
different antepartum unit. If a baby died during delivery the momma usually went to either of my units.
The mommas in high-risk antepartum were often
called long-timers. Some were in the hospital on
strict bed rest for months. Some had to have their
cervix sown shut multiple times to prevent the loss
of the fetus. I was often called upon to baptize
premature infants, those
who were on respirators
just long enough to be
alive so the child could be
baptized before death. I
even had the blessing of
assisting a nurse in placing
an angel dress on a baby
who had died in the womb
during its birth, carrying
that baby to its momma,
placing her in her mother’s
arms and baptizing her,
even though the baby was dead. Baptizing a dead
baby would raise the hackles of some in the church.
The baptism wasn’t for the baby, already in God’s
care, but for her mother. There wasn’t a dry eye in
the room. I have not a single regret.
There once was a young woman who, having barely survived her first delivery, discovered she
was pregnant. Even in her first trimester her body
was fighting the pregnancy. She was very sick,
Friends. In our first visit she shared her story and
the decision before her: to birth or abort the fetus. I
have found that when someone risks judgment and
rejection and are fearful of sharing their story it is
best to create a safe space of non-judgment, meeting them instead with grace and love. God meets
her in the pain of her decision, laments with her,
enfolds her in a love that understands the complexity of her decision. Though we spoke about God, her
faith, and the anguishing decision before her, I did
not presume to tell her what to decide regarding her
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pregnancy or the fetus in her womb.
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You see, among the gifts God gives of life, love, salvation, eternal life, and so much more, is one that, in our
human desperation for control, we sometimes overlook: the gift of free will. This gift is highlighted in the Wesleyan
belief in what we affectionately call the Quadrilateral. Did you ever think geometry would be a handy resource for
your life of faith? The Quadrilateral reminds us that we know God primarily through scripture. But we also know
God through tradition, reason, and experience. Free will is exercised in our ability to reason. The tradition of the
church holds to the doctrine of and three-fold grace: prevenient, justifying, and sanctifying. Prevenient grace is ever
present even before we know God exists and utter the name of Jesus. This grace is about God wooing us into a relationship. God is always wooing us! Even so, God gives us a choice in the relationship. We can embrace or turn our
backs on this gift of grace, this relationship. Free will is a guarantee that, more often than not, we cannot control
the outcome of other folx decisions.

When I returned for a second visit to the young woman, I was met at the closed door by the nurse manager. While the full nursing staff was aware of the woman’s options, they were torn by her ultimate decision for a
therapeutic abortion. Since the woman had already been berated by a member of the staff who did not support her
decision, the nurse manager was forced into the awkward position of selecting a care team who would respect the
woman’s choice and provide her with the excellence of care for which the hospital was known. While the woman
expressed appreciation for my care and guidance, she had limited visits from any pastoral care staff. Along with the
nurse manager, my attentions and care turned to a staff in conflict over an individual’s ability to choose, to have
bodily autonomy, to make a decision that was beyond the control of another. We might call it the exercise of free
will. I had the privilege of being present to the anguish and anger of the staff who did not support the woman’s
decision as well as to the ones who did. I extended to each staff member who chose to visit with me the same judgment-free zone, the same compassion, the same love. So many of them shared significant stories, personal and
work experiences long-cloistered now feeling the fresh breeze like sun-kissed laundry drying on the line. The simple
act of listening and being understood, even in the midst of disagreement, soothed their souls and alleviated the tension. Some who struggled with the young woman’s decision came to understand that her decision for her own wellbeing and that of her first-born child was not an indictment of their beliefs nor a rejection of them as individuals.
The young woman’s decision had no bearing on reproductive decisions they might make for themselves because
they, too, had free will as well as the power and the right to choose.
Conversations matter, Friends. Owning the truth that we are an imperfect people who are learning to love
perfectly matters. Intentionally creating a judgment-free zone where we can listen to each other’s stories and share
in discussions about divisive issues matters. Meeting each other with respect matters. Seeing the image of God in
each other matters. Recognizing that our conversation partner is a beloved child of God just as we are matters. It
also matters that we work for justice without dehumanizing those with whom we disagree.
John Wesley, the founder of the People Called Methodist, managed to strike that balance. It doesn’t mean
he didn’t raise the hackles of leaders in his day. Wesley was well-known for taking a stand on social and political
issues. This is reflected in our Social Principles found in The Book of Discipline. They serve as a guide for our work in
the world. The Social Principles have been prayerfully adopted by a group of diverse persons representing the global church. They represent the global reality on many issues. Thus, they do not solely represent the cultural reality of
the United States. While neither you nor I will agree wholeheartedly with every principle and may faithfully work for
change on a range of issues, including but not limited to human sexuality, we can still consult it for guidance as we
form our own opinions and shape the ministries of this local congregation. The denomination’s stance on abortion
is included in the section on The Nurturing Community which can be found in full at https://www.umc.org/en/
content/social-principles-the-nurturing-community. There you will find statements related to culture and identity,
the family, marriage, divorce, single persons, women and men, human sexuality, family violence and abuse, sexual
abuse, sexual harassment, abortion, ministry to those who have experienced an abortion, adoption, faithful care for
dying persons, suicide, sexual assault, pornography, and bullying. So that you might grow in your understanding of
the denomination’s stance, we have included the section of the Social Principles about Abortion and Ministry to
Those Who have Experienced an Abortion on page 6. May our conversations continue. And until we meet again,
May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit,
Rev. Rebecca
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Mission

719 Court St

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
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transformation of the world.

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 8:30-5

Vision

Phone: 573-642-5721

We are an imperfect people learning to love

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak

wholeness through Jesus Christ.

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com

Staff

Phone: 573-416-4023

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor

Office hours: when available and by appointment

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

www.courtumc.org

Sunday Worship

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist

10 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:45 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship Service
Check website and Facebook for updates.

Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC

From the Clavinova Bench

Linda Rootes, Coordinator

Several years ago now, I went to visit a friend at a Senior
Assisted living facility and I noticed a couple sitting in the
dining room—a resident and her husband, who I later
learned came to visit her every afternoon. The man cupped a
harmonica in his hands and played while his wife looked
straight ahead. Did she remember her husband? I wasn’t
certain, but the music must have been meaningful, maybe
even familiar.

July Statistics at a Glance
Households Served
103 representing 246 members
Ages Represented:

I was so enchanted by the man’s demonstration of love and
devotion that I shared the story often, which is how I
discovered that he and his wife were the parents of a friend,
but were not people I had known before. She told me that
the 97-year-old Mr. Carl had learned to play the harmonica
aboard ship during WWII, shortly after leaving his new bride
stateside. For nearly 70 years, his music was as much a part of
their marriage as the two of them, and now his music was
part of his caregiving for her.

21 children (0-4)
72 children (5-17)

120 adults (18-59)
56 seniors (60+)
General Food Pantry Donations:
Food Bank - 4,883 pounds

I listened to Mr. Carl play his harmonica for his wife several
times over the years, and got to know him well enough that I was invited to participate in his wife's funeral
when her time on earth was completed. He came to my going away party at Marvin Park when I was
leaving after nine years as their pastor. His jitterbugging at the reception almost stole the spotlight away
from me, but that was okay. We all knew what a wonderful example of love Mr. Carl provided for all of us.

Walmart - 361 pounds of produce
Work Crews:
Tues: 10 Thurs: 6 Fri: 11

I hope you all are enjoying a blessed summer. Keep the music flowing…

Wiley House Update

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music

Mary Ann Echelmeier,

3rd Century Campaign Now Underway

Coordinator
Court Street UMC delivered a meal to Wiley House
on Friday, July 22. They were served ‘Breakfast for
Dinner’ which included biscuits and sausage gravy
and a fruit salad of watermelon, cantaloupe, and
grapes.

Baby Grace
Linda Mealy, Coordinator
In July 2022:
18 parents visited in Baby Grace Room to
get diapers and clothing
25 packages of diapers and 900 wipes were
handed out.

Thank you to Maurine Long for donating cookies, as
well as cleaning supplies. Thank you also to Linda
Hogan for cleaning supplies and paper products.
We were also happy to deliver cleaning supplies and
paper products donated by St. James UMC.
A special thank you to my granddaughter, Emma
Echelmeier, for helping me prepare the meal, and to
Carolyn Horstmeier for helping me deliver it. The
folks at Our House were most appreciative of our
many gifts this month.

Total individual diapers distributed were
1250.
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Your mailbox should have recently delivered a 3rd
Century Campaign packet, complete with pledge card.
Our campaign is now underway to raise the remainder
of our $60,000 to complete our solid foundation for our
next century. Many thanks to our church board leadership for raising the first $23,000. Now it is everyone’s
turn to add what they feel they can to reach the final
goal.
The packet includes a letter from campaign chairs, Linda
Rootes and Diane Burre Ludwig, along with a sheet of
needs for the campaign and approximate costs, a
pledge card and return envelope. Linda and Diane
invite you to contact them if you have questions or to
discuss gift options (lindarootes@gmail.com or
DBLudwig22@aol.com). Please consider what the Lord is calling you to do to keep the foundation of Court
Street United Methodist Church strong as we begin our 3rd century.
While pledge cards are appreciated back in the office by September 1 with your intent, pledge payments
and one-time gifts are not due until the end of the year (December 31, 2022). And 2- and 3-year pledges
will be due in December of 2023 and 2024, respectively. Each gift/pledge is important and we thank you
for considering one to help Court Street UMC.
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Water Station Welcomed
on July 4th

Looking Back
At the
past month

Letters from the Community

As has become our custom on hot parade days, our faithful “water
station crew” was on hand to distribute cold bottles of water to
parade watchers and parade participants. Since all parades go
right in front of the church, we love being a part of the fun! As
these photos show, a great time was had by all!
Our thanks to Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Clayton, Matt Branch,
Tammy Cloven, Rich Lueckenotte, Bobby Mealy, and John Rootes
for being our “Water Station Crew” for the day.

Dear CSUMC Family,
Thank you all very much for selecting
me to receive the Vince and Lola Watson scholarship, as well as the Virginia Rosser Memorial scholarship. The
funds will greatly help me at Mizzou
next year. I feel so very blessed not
only to receive these scholarships, but
also to be a part of such a great
church family!
Love and blessings,
John Teel

Thank you for the wonderful
dinner in aunt Flora Delle’s
honor. We so appreciate all you
have done. I know she loved all
of you and the church so very
much. Thank you Pastor Jim
West for the heartwarming service you provided.
Thank you!
Harold and Sandra
Tennyson

Abundant Thanks

Taco Tuesday is Hit
with Food Truck Crew

Clayton and I wish to extend our gratitude to many people for helping to keep your
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parsonage family “cool.” The parsonage HVAC system died a sad and untimely
death on June 23. We are pleased to share that the new system was installed on

With a tagline of “On a Roll with God,” the Food Truck Party
theme of the 2022 Vacation Bible School (VBS) was a great
hit! From Sunday, July 24, through Thursday, July 28, more
than 60 children and adults gathered at First Presbyterian
Church to enjoy stories, music, games, Bible scriptures, and
Food Truck FUN!
The Court Street UMC Taco Team, coordinated by Diane
Burre Ludwig, was on hand on Tuesday night to deliver our
popular Taco Tuesday meal. We supplied chips, meat
sauce, lettuce, tomatoes, cheese and taco sauce for the main
meal, topped off with mandarin oranges, to approximately
64 people, including our own crew.
Sincere thanks to our 2022 taco team: Matt Branch, Tammy
Cloven, Sandy Davis, Les and Deanna Hudson, and Linda
Mealy. (We had a few team members out with Covid this
year.)

Monday, July 25, a week earlier than anticipated. During that time the church
purchased a window unit for the kitchen. We are grateful to Bobby and Linda
Mealy for installing the unit. Garrett and Campbell loaned us two portable AC
units for other areas of the house. John and Linda Rootes also loaned us a window
unit. Your generosity helped to keep us more comfortable. We’ve learned a few
tricks to keep things cooler: thermal and blackout curtains are a must, aluminum

2

tape is much better than duct tape for sealing things although it is sharp and will
cut your fingers and hands if you’re not careful, drink lots of ice water to stay

hydrated, be sure to drink additional electrolytes to compensate for all that’s lost
through sweating (we recommend Body Armor), oh, and peppermint essential oil
on the back of the neck, temples, and the crook of the your elbow will help to cool
you down. Stories of the Summer of 2022 will become legendary among our family
and, no doubt, produce endless laughter. We are indeed blessed! Thank you!
3

From top: 1: Children receive taco salads ‘made to order’ with their favorite ingredients. 2: The Taco Team: L-R
Linda Mealy, Sandy Davis, Deanna Hudson, Matt Branch, Tammy Cloven and Les Hudson give the ‘thumbs up’ on
Taco Tuesday. Our THANKS to this great team! 3: Children enjoy teamwork using a large parachute.
Page
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Grace and peace,
Rev.s Rebecca and Clayton
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Letter from Breezy

Rummage Sale !
Set for August 5 & 6

Words from Mr. Rogers’ song: “Sometimes people
are good and do just what they should, and the

Looking
forward

very same people who are good sometimes are the
very same people who are bad. Sometimes it’s
funny, but it’s true.”
It is the same for us. There is a scripture verse
that expresses this struggle with right and wrong
that we constantly struggle with. When I want to
do right, I sometimes do wrong. Of course none
of us are perfect. All have sinned and fallen
short and all are in need of forgiveness. So we
need to have tolerance for those who may be in

Christmas Bazaar
2022 Planning Time

need of forgiveness and also be patient with
ourselves as we struggle to do what is right.

Friday, August 5th: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, August 6th: 8 a.m. to noon
It’s Rummage Sale Time! Your gently used items and
treasures may be brought to the Fellowship Hall on
Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays between 8:30 –
10:30 a.m. All items should be here before Wednesday, August 3. Linda Mealy is chairing the event and
you may contact her at 573-220-8835. Volunteers are
also needed to help process items and to work the
sale.

The ROCK Pool Party
The Rock is planning to end summer with a splash! 6th-12th
graders are invited to join us on August 7th from 6 to 7:30
p.m. at the Fulton Municipal pool by the high school! If youth
would like any concessions they will need to bring their own
money.

Knowing we are not all good or all bad, but a
mixture of both and will always struggle with good and evil. SO I wish you God’s
help and blessings in your daily struggle with good and evil, and right and wrong,
and love and hate.

Let love prevail in your life.
Mary Beth, a.k.a Breezy

Save the Date for Sue!
Join us in giving Sue Lippincott a 'Farewell Happy New Life' party as she moves to Florida
to begin her next chapter of life.
The event is set for Sunday afternoon, August
28th, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in our Fellowship
Hall. ALL are invited! Sue has been a
long-time leader in our church and our
community and we want to send her off with
our best wishes and prayers for her continued
happiness. We also thank Sue for all she has
done in her four decades as a member of both
the church and community.

Booth chairs, kitchen crews, sponsor
chairs and others are having an initial
planning meeting for Bazaar 2022 on
Tuesday evening, August 9, at 5:30
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. If you
would like to be part of the planning
team, please contact Diane Ludwig
to let her know. A taco salad meal
will be served.
NOTES for the Month
 August birthdays celebrated on Sunday, August 14th
 Children’s Church will begin again on September 4th
 Safe Gathering Certification is still ongoing; contact Deana Ready
if interested
 August 28th: Sue Lippincott Farewell Party
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A meditation on Abortion from
the book of discipline
The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of human existence. While
individuals have always had some degree of control over when they would die, they now have the awesome
power to determine when and even whether new individuals will be born. Our belief in the sanctity of unborn
human life makes us reluctant to approve abortion. But we are equally bound to respect the sacredness of the
life and well-being of the mother and the unborn child.
We recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in such cases we support
the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures by certified medical providers. We support
parental, guardian, or other responsible adult notification and consent before abortions can be performed on
girls who have not yet reached the age of legal adulthood. We cannot affirm abortion as an acceptable
means of birth control, and we unconditionally reject it as a means of gender selection or eugenics (see
Resolution 3184).
We oppose the use of late-term abortion known as dilation and extraction (partial-birth abortion) and call for
the end of this practice except when the physical life of the mother is in danger and no other medical
procedure is available, or in the case of severe fetal anomalies incompatible with life. This procedure shall be
performed only by certified medical providers. Before providing their services, abortion providers should be
required to offer women the option of anesthesia.
We call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into the sorts of conditions that may cause them to
consider abortion. We entrust God to provide guidance, wisdom, and discernment to those facing an
unintended pregnancy.
The Church shall offer ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies. We commit our Church to
continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who terminate a pregnancy, to those in the midst of a crisis
pregnancy, and to those who give birth.
We mourn and are committed to promoting the diminishment of high abortion rates. The Church shall
encourage ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies such as comprehensive, age-appropriate sexuality
education, advocacy in regard to contraception, and support of initiatives that enhance the quality of life for
all women and girls around the globe.
Young adult women disproportionately face situations in which they feel that they have no choice
due to financial, educational, relational, or other circumstances beyond their control. The Church and its local
congregations and campus ministries should be in the forefront of supporting existing ministries and
developing new ministries that help such women in their communities. They should also support those crisis
pregnancy centers and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately help women explore all options
related to unplanned pregnancy. We particularly encourage the Church, the government, and social service
agencies to support and facilitate the option of adoption. (See ¶ 161L.) We affirm and encourage the Church
to assist the ministry of crisis pregnancy centers and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately help
women find feasible alternatives to abortion.
Governmental laws and regulations do not provide all the guidance required by the informed Christian
onscience. Therefore, a decision concerning abortion should be made only after thoughtful and prayerful
consideration by the parties involved, with medical, family, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel.
Ministry to Those Who Have Experienced an Abortion
We urge local pastors to become informed about the symptoms and behaviors associated with post-abortion
stress. We commit our Church to continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who terminate a
pregnancy, to those in the midst of a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give birth. We further encourage
local churches to make available contact information for counseling agencies that offer programs to address
post-abortion stress for all seeking help.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

4

5
6
8:30 a.m.
8-noon:
Mission Fit
Rummage sale
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
8-4: Rummage
Sale

8
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

9

10
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

11

12
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

14
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
In-person and
Virtual
Worship
Monthly
Birthday Celebration

15
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

16
17
11:30 a.m. Food 8:30 a.m.
Bank Pickup
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
5 p.m. Ad Bd
Meeting

21
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
In-person and
Virtual
Worship

22
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

23

24
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

28
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
In-person and
Virtual
Worship
Sue Lippincott
Farewell Party

29
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

30

31

7
10 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45am
In-person and
Virtual
Worship
distribution

5: 30 p.m.
Bazaar
Planning
Meeting

13

6: Pool party

18
19
11 a.m. Walmart 8:30 a.m.
pickup
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking
2 p.m.
Food Pantry
2 p.m.

20

Baby Grace

25

26
8:30 a.m.
Mission Fit
9: 30 a.m.
Walking

27

