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forebearers at CSUMC seeding clouds that 

would nurture our souls?  To make all their 

dreams a reality they would have to risk,                      

sacrifice, work, and give of their financial          

resources.  They seeded 

the clouds in their pre-

sent with hope for a                 

future that would bring 

glory to God by bringing 

God to the people.  I 

wonder, is cloud seeding 

in the historic DNA of 

CSUMC? 

 

Commentator David 

Brooks suggests cloud 

seeding is in the DNA of 

our nation.  He writes 

that one of our unique                           

characteristics is a                    

particular frame of mind: 

a Paradise Spell.  This 

spell is defined by  

“…the capacity to 

see the present from the van-

tage point of the                     

future.  It starts with imagina-

tion—the ability to see a vision 

with detail and vividness, as if it 

already existed.  Then the future

-minded person is able to think 

backward from that vision; to 

ask, ‘What must I do to take the 

future that is in my head and 

make it exist in the world?’” 

[David Brooks, On Paradise 

Drive: How We Live (and Always 

O ur Win the Day worship series may be 

a part of our past, yet I find that the                

wisdom of the book                 

lingers in my thoughts.  

The last habit, Seed the 

Clouds, is particularly 

“sticky.”  Of late, the 

Spirit of God, in my   

daily 3 p.m. Break-

through Prayer Time, 

has moved my heart 

and mind to wondering 

and                       

dreaming.  There are 

times when I wonder 

what those congregants 

some 200 years ago 

dreamed for our                        

congregation today.  

What unborn                      

tomorrows did they   

imagine?  Did they 

dream about a place of permanence to                    

worship and learn and be community together 

outside of a home?  Did the congregation that 

came together in the first building at the corner 

of Court and St. Louis have such a passion for 

Jesus and a message of hope for the masses that 

they dreamed of a new building to house a                      

burgeoning ministry?  Did the gathering of folks 

in the next building dream about the needs of 

future generations with education space to                    

satiate the hunger of their minds and a larger 

sanctuary to nourish the hunger of their hearts?  

Was the expansion only for them or did they 

have future generations in mind?  Were all our 

Continued on page 2.  
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Have) in the Future Tense 

(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005) 

262-3.] 

 

Author and pastor Mark Batterson answers the                 

question with one word: prayer.  In fact, he writes 

that prayer is the best incubator for big dreams.  The 

day of our September Administrative Board meeting, 

as I was living into the habit of my 3 p.m. Break-

through Prayer Time, God planted the seed of a               

vision that turned into a longing.  I shared it with the 

Board that night.  We began by naming that our post

-pandemic, in-person worshiping congregation is 

smaller than it used to be.  We acknowledged that a 

small number of people in a beautiful yet large space 

makes that space feel cavernous making the space 

separating the congregation and worship leaders in 

the chancel feel as though there’s a gulf between us.  

These statements shape a reality many of you have 

named.  It’s a reality perhaps tinged with grief and 

regret for those who cherish the glorious memories 

of a sanctuary and balcony filled with people, of                   

multiple choirs amassed in the chancel, and                    

classrooms filled with children, youth, and adults in                  

Sunday School.  As I invited the Ad Board to set that 

reality aside for a moment, so I invite you to do the 

same, trusting that it will be there for us if we choose 

to pick it back up after we imagine together this               

vision of an unborn  tomorrow:  the sanctuary is 

transformed into a place where, together, we                               

experience intimacy with God and each other.  Chairs 

replace the pews.  The chairs, in four sectioned arcs, 

creating a cross with its aisle, encircle a centered altar 

with space enough for leading worship in the round.  

Rather than feeling like the audience at a theater, we 

are a community that sees one another, and in the 

seeing discovers a richer connection.  In the floor is 

embedded a labyrinth, an ancient tool used for                

embodied prayer.  During the week the community 

of faith and at-large come into the sacred space to 

meet with God, to walk and pray.  The play of the 

sunlight through stained glass  windows casts colors 

that seem to dance upon the floors.  The chairs make 

it possible to transform the space for the varying 

needs of the community.  In the space is a baptismal 

font with a fountain, the sounds of the trickling water 

reminding us of our baptismal vows that draw us into 

this covenant community.  The echo of the water     

reminding us that, just as we are, we are claimed as 

God’s beloved. 

 

The more I pray the more detailed the vision grows.  

It is captivating!  That’s the nature of a   vision.  A 

vision is often beyond both our human and capital 

resources.  Perhaps it is beyond our current energies.  

Even so, this particular vision is filled with people 

who are not yet among us, of disciples not yet                    

introduced to Jesus, and, in the words of John                   

Wesley, of hearts not yet strangely warmed by the 

transforming power of God’s grace.  Did you catch 

the not yet of the vision?  I do not know how to make 

that not yet a reality.  Making this vision exist in the 

world, as Brooks suggests, not only requires the 

adoption by leaders and congregants alike but also 

resources outside of ourselves.  It requires risk and 

sacrifice for the benefit of others and ultimately the 

Beloved Kindom.  What brave conversations need to 

take place to transform the not yet to already?  If we 

cannot break the laws of sowing and reaping, as                   

Batterson reminds us, what do we need to sow today 

for the harvest we may or may not be here to reap? 

 

There is no time like the present to dream big dream 

and pray big prayers, Friends.  What visions of                  

unborn tomorrows is God seeding in your heart and 

mind as you pray for a breakthrough for CSUMC?  As 

my momma always said, may we have sweet dreams, 

Dear Ones.  And until we meet again, 

 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit, 

Rev. Rebecca 

 

Pizza Party With the Pastors 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month.  We will honor Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Jim with a pizza party after worship 

on Sunday, October 30, in the Fellowship Hall.  

The pizza will be provided from Brooklyn Pizza.  Feel free to bring a salad or dessert if you like. We will also have 

a donation box for those wishing to make a cash donation. 

Please plan to join us in celebrating our outstanding clergy leaders. 

Court Street United Methodist Church 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO 65251 
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Court Street UMC 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO 65251 

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 8:30-5  

Phone: 573-642-5721 

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

www.courtumc.org 

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office hours: when available and by appointment 

 

Mission 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

 

Vision 

We are an imperfect people learning to love  

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and  

wholeness through Jesus Christ. 

 

Staff 

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 
 

Sunday Worship 

10 a.m. Adult Sunday School  

10:45 a.m.  In-Person and Online Worship Service/        
Children’s Church 



   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes,  Coordinator 
September  2022 Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

 49 representing 100 members 

Ages Represented:   

 8 children (0-4)  

 56 children (5-17) 

 76 adults (18-59)  

 41 seniors (60+) 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

 Food Bank - 2,817 pounds 

 Walmart - 175 pounds 

 CSUMC– 130 pounds 

Work Crews:  

Tues: 9   Thurs: 5    Fri: 10 

Church visitors donated 150 pounds of food to our food pantry during "Hunger Action Month." We will 

tithe 15 pounds of that to SERVE. Please continue to donate as the need does not stop when the campaign 

ends.  

Wiley House Update 

      Mary Ann Echelmeier,  

             Coordinator 

The September meal for Wiley House was of 

ham and beans.  It was served on Friday, Sept 

23, and also included cornbread and a variety 

of fruits.  

Court Street UMC also donated 10 boxes of 

trash bags, 4 cans of disinfectant spray, and 

several rolls of paper towels.  Thank you to 

Linda Hogan for providing needed supplies, 

and to Parker Echelmeier for helping deliver 

them.  
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Baby Grace  

Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

Below is the Baby Grace Report for September 

2022 

• 18 parents visited the Baby Grace Room in        

September 

• 28 boxes of diapers 

• Total loose diapers handed out: 1400 

• Along with clothes, there were two strollers 

and 1 high chair. 

Notes from the Clavinova Bench 

 Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

This past Saturday, I drove over to the church in 

the morning to work on the music for Sunday.  We 

had picked a closing hymn by Matthew West, 

which was very rhythmic and didn’t have much of 

a tonal center, and I will admit I struggled with it 

some.  There seemed like an awful lot of words 

and syllables to fit into one Standard Measure 

written in Common Time. I had worked on it for a 

few hours before coming 

to the "Sow Mercy" several 

times at home, it was      

completely different when 

adding the symphonic                                 

accompaniment the 

rhythms, and the vocal 

harmony that can be                

added with the                         

Clavinova.   During that 

song the Holy Spirit just 

moved into me and into 

the church sanctuary in a 

very profound way. When I was done I stopped 

and said outloud to myself “I love it when                  

musicians can worship with their voice and with 

their fingers and make full use of the instrument at 

their disposal!” 

When a musician worships with our instruments 

rather than just playing songs, God moves. God 

inhabits the praise of God’s people. 

Psalm 150:3. Praise him with the sound of the 

trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.  4. 

Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him 

with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him 

upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the                 

high-sounding cymbals. 

I don't pretend to know all the ways of God, but I 

do know God takes delight when the musician 

worships. 

The Hebrew word for praise in these verses is                  

Halal. It's defined, to praise, to sing, to boast. I   

believe this would mean doing your very best 

when you play your instrument, not for the people 

who hear you, but because you are playing to and 

for God. 

Psalm 33:2. Praise the Lord with harp: sing unto 

him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten 

strings. 3. Sing unto him a new song; play skillfully 

with a loud noise. 

Psalms 34:1. I Will bless the Lord at all times: his 

praise shall continually be in my mouth. 2. My soul 

shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall 

hear thereof, and be glad. 3. O magnify the Lord 

with me, and let us exalt his 

name together. 

In 2 Chronicles 20 is the story 

of King Jehosophat and the 

battle between Judah and 

Ammon and Moab. The Lord 

told Judah that He would 

fight the battle for them if 

they would follow His                

instructions. In this story I 

see instructions for musicians 

to be ready to worship. 

They sought the Lord with fasting. Vs 3 They        

trusted God and had faith. Vs 15 Humble Prayer : 

they fell to the ground and worshipped. Vs 

18 They believed in God and His Word. Vs 20 They 

sang and praised in the beauty of holiness. Vs 21 

and 22 And when he had consulted with the              

people, he appointed singers unto the Lord, and 

that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they 

went out before the army, and to say, Praise the 

Lord, for His mercy endureth forever. And when 

they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set              

ambushments against the children of Ammon, 

Moab, and Mount Seir, which were come against 

Judah; and they were smitten. 

This is just a note to self…Be more than a musician: 

be a worshiper of God. 

JIM 

 

 Reminder: 

SOWN Note for October:  Our   Singing On 

Wednesday Nights zoom group will meet 

each of the Wednesdays of October except 

for the 19th.  Brenda and I will be out of 

town assisting family. 
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Fulton’s downtown businesses and churches                    

welcomed more than 260 college students on                   

Thursday, September 22 to this year’s Brick Blast!  

Booths lined both sides of Court Street.  Students 

and staff from William Woods University and                  

Westminster College graced our presence at our 

booth during the event.  Court Street UMC                     

welcomed students/staff and invited all to attend 

worship on Sunday morning!  We offered radical 

hospitality by passing out hydration, snack-sized 

treats, pocket crosses, bracelets, and necklaces.  The 

"Welcome" committee from Court Street UMC did 

their best to meet and greet all new to the                      

community with warm smiles, laughter, fun goodies 

and lots of love! 

Brick Blast Welcomes Students 

Linda Williams, Coordinator 

1. 

2. 

1: Matt Branch, Jan Finke, Steve Gilpin, Deana Ready 

and Linda Williams (not shown) welcomed students.. 

2: Students gathered at Court Street UMC booth. 

News from Your Administrative Board    

The Administrative Board of Court Street UMC is charged with 

more than just managing perceived problems. We are           

accountable for solutions. 

The board is in a continual process of discerning the state of 

the church, equipping the laity for mission, and implementing 

policies and programs to accomplish our mission of "Making 

Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World." 

The members of the board have completed reading and                         

discussing the book Small Church Checkup: Assessing Your 

Church's Health and Creating a Treatment Plan by Kay Kotan 

and Phil Shroeder. We have studied our physical condition, 

consulted with others, gathered our lab and test results just 

like we do for our own health checkups. Now it is time for a 

diagnosis and a look at possible treatment plans. 

Our District Superintendent Mi Hyeon Lee will be coming on 

October 22 to lead the board in a time of future thinking 

about how we can journey together into an amazing 3rd                   

Century of Methodist service in Fulton. 

Stay tuned for more information in the November newsletter.  
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2022 All Saints Day - - Nov 6th 

The All Saints Day Celebration is set for           

Sunday, November 6.   This special day in the 

church allows us to remember all the saints 

who have gone before us, especially those lost 

in the last year. 

A form will be available soon to submit names 

of your Saints that will be recognized on that 

day.  The forms are due back to the office by 

October 25th. You may put them in the               

collection plate, drop them off at the office, or 

mail them in. 

Rolling at The Rock 

It may all look like fun and games, let’s be clear there is fun and 

there are games, but there’s also a whole heck of a lot of learning 

going on, too.  This year we are test driving a new curriculum by 

Rev. Jason Buckwalter that takes us through the Gospel of Mark.  

Just think about it: our own collaborative youth group are the first 

to experience this new study!  Together we’re breaking new ground.  

This year our group is big enough that we’re dividing the                           

conversation portions of the lesson between 6th & 7th graders and 

students in 8th grade through high school.  We needed to do that 

with this portion of the lesson plan not only to make the                           

conversation more manageable but also to tailor it to where each 

group is developmentally so that they can get the most out of it for 

their journey of faith.  If you want to learn more about this lively 

ministry follow us on Facebook at The Rock: Fulton Community 

Youth Group. 

3. 

2. 

1. 

1: The youth and leaders at The Rock enjoy the annual fall kick-

off with fellowship, a cook-out, and games.  They worked their 

way through ladder gold, corn hole, and volleyball before feasting 

on roasted hotdogs and smores on Sunday, September 11, 2022. 

2 and 3: Our older and younger youth were tasked with creating 

infomercials about the stories and events we learned last year.  

This was just one of the ways we creatively engage God’s story 

each week.  This was a partner activity with the lesson on Sunday, 

September 19, 2022.  
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CROP Walk Set for October 9 

Mary Ann Echelmeier, Coordinator 

The annual Crop Walk will be held Sunday, 

October 9th, starting at 1:00 p.m.  Walkers 

will meet at Champ    Auditorium at West-

minster College and walk to First Presbyteri-

an Church on Court Street.  Please consider                

being a walker and/or sponsoring a walker or 

making a donation.  Twenty-five percent of 

the money raised will stay in Callaway Coun-

ty to help with food insecurity.  The Walk 

also supports areas around the world with 

food and clean water. 

Our church will need to provide 4 dozen 

cookies and 2 gallons of chili to help provide 

a lite meal for the walkers when they arrive at 

First Presbyterian Church.  See Mary Ann 

Echelmeier to sign up to walk, provide food, 

or make a donation.  

maechelmeier@gmail.com / 573-220-3178  

For those of you wanting to help, here are a few things we always need: 

• Candies, jellies, home-canned goods, cakes, pies and all things home-baked for the Pantry Booth  
(see Jan Finke) 

• Millions of delicious holiday cookies of all sorts for the Cookies Buy the Pound booth. (see Linda     
Williams) 

• Used wreaths and holiday decorations for the Christmas Booth crew to revitalize. (see Barb Rueter) 

• Aprons, embroidered tea towels, afghans, stocking stuffers, and other hand-crafted items for the Gift 
Galore Booth.  (see Cindy Beckmeier or Diane Ludwig) 

• Dozens of home-baked pies and cakes to serve as dessert with our famous chili or vegetable soup, 
and turkey salad sandwich meal.  (see Deanna Hudson) 

• We need clean glass quart jars for the chili and vegetable soup orders ‘to go.’  (see Bobby Mealy) 

Sign-up sheets for luncheon desserts (cakes and pies) and for cookies buy the pound (make 5-6 dozen) 
will be available in the Narthex starting in mid-October.  If you need contact information for any of the 
above persons, check with the church office or with Diane Ludwig (642-4664 or dbludwig22@aol.com).   

Covid is finally allowing us to be together.  Let us enjoy this gift of togetherness and make it a time to 
truly share the spirit of the season with all!  

Bazaar, Cont’d.  
FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF RECONCILING MINISTRIES STATUS 

CELEBRATED WITH SPECIAL SERVICE AND CELEBRATIONS 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 was a day of celebration for Court Street UMC!  In Fulton, both St. James 

UMC and St. Mark’s UMC joined Court Street UCM for an exciting and moving worship service.  While 

Rev. Jim West provided uplifting music, Rev.  David Hartsfield led the thoughtful morning service, with 

Rev. Dr. Clanton C. W. Dawson, Jr. giving the inspiring message.  Members of all three churches shared in 

the glorious celebration! 

Meanwhile, Rev. Rebecca and the Pride Team were in Columbia participating in the mid-Missouri Pride 

Parade and celebrations.   

Our Columbia crew donned their newly designed Court Street UMC Pride t-shirts and joined the parade 

which began at noon.  Our thanks to Sarah Wruck and Mallory Rueter for creating the shirts.  Another 

thanks to Steve Gilpin for provided bracelets for us to distribute featuring the phrase “Court Street UMC 

Fulton = Affirming + Reconciling” with our website included.   

1: Special ‘Rainbow Cookies” were 

created for the Sunday worship     

service. 2: The altar at Court Street 

UMC overflowed with rainbow      

colors. 3:Attendees enjoyed the 

‘rainbow’ treats. 4: Rev. Hartsfield. 5: 

Rev. West. 6: Rev. Dr. Dawson Jr.  

1. 

5. 

6. 

4. 

3. 

2. 
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CSUMC Celebrates RMN-iversary at Inaugural     

MidMO Pridefest Parade 

For the first time in its history the MidMO Pridefest held a parade on Sunday, September 25.  Wearing 

matching t-shirts with art, created by Sarah Wruck, emblazoned on its back bears the message that’s                  

become meaningful to many:  you are affirmed at Court Street United Methodist.  One of the early                        

organizers of the event stopped by as we lined up for the parade.  He expressed radiant joy that CSUMC is a 

Reconciling Congregation and explained his own roots at Missouri UMC in Columbia along with the birth of 

its Open Door Ministry.  Linda Williams coordinated the banner whose message matches the yard signs we 

distributed during the pandemic.  Brock Henry rode his souped up scooter in the parade, making it easy to 

distribute our well-loved rainbow bracelets.  Mallory Rueter was our photographer.  Sarah and Tammy                 

Cloven were our banner bearers, leading our crew.  Steve Gilpin, Deana Ready, and Rev. Rebecca wove 

through the crowds along the streets throughout the parade distributing bracelets, candy, and a warm                  

invitation to CSUMC in Fulton.  We saw old friends among the crowds of new faces as we proclaimed the 

message of God’s reconciling and affirming love for our LGBTQIA+ siblings.  Following the parade we 

wound our way through the Festival grounds and stopped by several booths from organizations, vendors, a 

synagogue, and congregations including Community UMC and Missouri UMC both in Columbia.  We are 

already dreaming about our participation next year. 

1: With all our ducks in a row, Brock, Mallory, Steve, and 

Deana lined up for the parade on a sunny Sunday. 2: Sarah 

Wruck, left, and Tammy Cloven, right, serve as our banner 

bearers.  In the foreground you can see how Mallory 

“blinged out” Brock’s t-shirt.. 3: Back Row (L to R): Mallory 

Rueter, Rev. Rebecca, and Sarah Wruck.  Middle: Steve Gil-

pin.  Front Row (L to R): Deana Ready, Brock Henry, and 

Tammy Cloven. 4: What better way to celebrate our RMN-

iversary and include the congregation who worshiped at 

the Court Street campus on Sunday, September 25, 2022, 

than with beautiful and tasty sugar cookies by Jenna March 

Home Bakery.   

3. 

1. 

2. 

4. 

2022 Bazaar Updates                  

Diane Burre Ludwig, Chair 
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We are well on our way to Bazaar 2022 - - our 70th one!  We hope to make it the best ever! 

Yes, I had the date wrong last month!  The Bazaar is on Saturday, December 3 (not the 4
th

 as I indicated 

- - sorry!)  We are making some modifications this year due to issues with staffing the booths and kitch-

en, and the long work hours overall.  The Bazaar will open at 9:00 am and close at 1:30 p.m.  We will 

have our regular eating area for folks to enjoy a meal of our famous chili or vegetable soup, turkey 

salad sandwich, dessert and a beverage. 

Booths being featured this year are:  Christmas Booth, Pantry Booth, Cookies Buy the Pound Booth, 

and the RADA Knife Booth.  Our Gifts Galore Booth will be modified a bit and a helper is still needed 

for it.  A highlight - - the Bazaar has been gifted several pieces of Rosemary Zbinden’s beautiful hand-

painted artwork. 

Sponsors will again be sought for each booth and area.  Sponsorships may be made ‘in memory of’ or 

‘in honor of’ a person or event; cost is $100 each.  All sponsors will be highlighted with “replicas of their 

signs” in the December newsletter.  See Diane Ludwig for sponsorship forms. 

As we know, it takes many hands to do this much work.  Sincere thanks to the following persons for tak-

ing on a lead role this year: 

Christmas Booth  Linda Mealy, Barb Rueter and Mallory Rueter 

Pantry Booth   Jan Finke, Deanna Ready and Mary Ann Echelmeier 

Cookies Buy the Pound Linda Williams 

Knives Plus (RADA)  Mona Bartley and John Rootes 

Gifts Galore   Cindy Beckmeyer and _____________  (helper needed) 

Kitchen Chefs   Bobby Mealy, Linda Mealy and Steve Bartley 

Kitchen Line Crew  Kratzer Family and Friends 

 

Pies and Desserts  Deana Hudson 
      (for lunch meals) 

Cashiers   Les Hudson 

Bazaar Treasurer  Linda Rootes 

Sponsorships   Diane Ludwig 

Tally Room    

Greeters   Rev. Rebecca and Helpers 

PR/Marketing              Mick Brewer, Diane Ludwig, Rev Rebecca 

Spiritual Leaders  Rev. Rebecca and Rev Jim 

Cleanup    Everyone!! 


