
   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes,  Coordinator 

August 2022 Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

 72 representing 184 members 

Ages Represented:   

 13 children (0-4)  

 58 children (5-17) 

 75 adults (18-59)  

 38 seniors (60+) 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

 Food Bank donation - 5,492 pounds  

 Walmart 359 pounds 

Work Crews:  

 Tues: 9   Thurs: 3   Fri: 11 

A special shout out to two neighborhood youth who helped on Friday! 

Wiley House Update 

      Mary Ann Echelmeier,  

              Coordinator 

August was a busy month at Wiley House. 

We donated much needed Tide Pods and 

Clorox SPRAY (they have plenty of wipes). 

They do need 13 or 30 gallon trash bags, as 

well as more Clorox spray.  

The BBQ on August 21st was quite a                          

success. Thank you to all who supported it. 

We also donated sliced ham for the guests 

to make sandwiches to take with them for 

lunch.  Fruit and snacks for lunches are also 

welcomed. 

We will be serving our next meal on                    

September 23. Jan and Alan Finke have                 

donated ham to make ham and beans. We’ll 

also have cornbread for them and a fruit            

salad.  Many thanks to all for supporting this 

mission! 
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Baby Grace  

Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

For August:, 2022 

55 diapers were handed out along with a baby bed, 

Pack n Play., and lots of clothing.  We are able to 

continue to help  our refugee families. 

Thank you to everyone who donate clothing, dia-

pers, and books to Baby Grace!  
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W 
hat better way to mark our first 

anniversary as a Reconciling      

Congregation than with a                   

parade!?!  The Mid Missouri 

PrideFest, September 24-25, 2022, has celebrat-

ed the area LGBTQIA+ community for more 

than 18 years but, as a still youthful                

Reconciling Congregation, Court Street UMC is 

taking its first steps to be present and make a 

weekend 

of it!  What 

better 

weekend 

for 

PrideFest 

than the 

first anni-

versary of 

our vote to 

become a 

Reconciling Congregation and adopt our               

official welcome statement.  We plan to make a 

weekend of it both for those who choose to 

attend PrideFest and those who choose to stay 

in Fulton for a collaborative worship gathering 

on Sunday morning.  Because we value                 

inclusivity, we are celebrating a spirit of Both/

And by planning a full weekend for everyone!  

As our worship series Win the Day reminds us, 

it’s OK to start small with the goal of growing in 

our ministries of reconciliation and affirmation 

of those who, for too long, have been                         

marginalized and oppressed. 

Saturday, September 24 … We’re using this year 

to experience the joy of PrideFest.                                

We encourage everyone who is interested and 

able to attend the festivities from 12-6 p.m. at Rose               

Music Hall in Columbia, MO at the corner of Orr and 

Park Street.  We’ll use our discoveries to fuel a 

thoughtful and meaningful participation in MidMO 

Pride 2023.  PrideFest 2022 events include a street 

fair with an expanded family area, health pavilion, 

and main stage with performances from 12-6 p.m. 

on Saturday and 1-6 p.m. on Sunday.  Headlining 

musical performers will take the stage at 6:30 p.m. 

followed 

by a drag 

showcase 

at 8 p.m. 

both                   

evenings.  

Plenty of 

food and 

drinks will 

be                    

available 

for the family.  While our RMN Team encourages 

everyone to attend on Saturday to experience the 

Festival, our primary participation will be in the pa-

rade on Sunday.  Since our participation on Satur-

day is informal we encourage you to consider team-

ing up with others to carpool on both Saturday and 

Sunday. 

We are excited to have a double-prong approach to 

our Sunday events with CSUMC members, friends, 

and guests choosing from worship at the Inaugural 

Pride Parade in Columbia or in our Fulton Sanctuary.  

We’ll have a presence on Facebook Live from                

Columbia and will stream worship on YouTube from 

Continued on next page.  

Who Doesn’t Love a Parade! 

Celebrating our RMN-iversary at the 2022 MidMo Pride Fest 

Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to see the work begin… 
~ Zechariah 4:10 (NLT) 
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Fulton so that our friends in our Digital Campus can participate as well. 

 Sunday, September 25 @ PrideFest Parade … Those who would like to participate in the parade are 

encouraged to meet at 10 a.m. in The Rock parking lot in order to carpool to Columbia.  The parade line-up 

begins at 11 a.m.  The parade begins at Noon.  Sarah Wruck and Mallory Rueter are teaming to create a t-shirt 

for us to wear at the Parade to represent CSUMC.  Ordering information will be sent in the Weekly E-Blast.  

Contact the office to sign up for the E-Blast.  Steve Gilpin is working on bracelets for us to distribute featuring 

the phrase “Court Street UMC Fulton = Affirming + Reconciling” with our website included.  We can also have 

a vehicle in the parade.  If you are willing and able to drive a vehicle, perhaps a pickup truck or convertible, in 

the parade please reach out to Rev. Rebecca.  We’re also encouraging everyone to create posters we can carry 

throughout the parade to celebrate and promote CSUMC and our ministry of affirmation and reconciliation.  

We’ll plan to do a Facebook Live from the Parade Line-Up to get our CSUMC Pride Campus up and running 

with a bit of worship through scripture and prayer.  PrideFest gates open at 1 p.m. following the inaugural        

parade.  Evening festivities will include musical performers on the mainstage at 6:30 p.m. followed by a drag 

showcase at 8 p.m. 

 Our PrideFest gear will do double duty.  We will also be able to wear our shirts and distribute        

bracelets, water, and snacks to students from Westminster College and William Woods University at the 2022 

Brick Blast on September 22 (see page 7). 

 Sunday, September 25 @ Court Street UMC … Those of us who are unable to attend and represent the 

church at the PrideFest Parade are welcome to gather for worship at 10:45 a.m. in our Sanctuary.  The planning 

group wanted to provide a Both/And opportunity for worship for our whole community, including our digital 

campus.  We lifted up many wonderful ideas and plans are still underway. We are excited to announce that our 

friend The Rev. Dr. Clanton C.W. Dawson, Jr. will lead us in worship along with The Rev. Jim West.  Dr. Dawson 

is an adjunct faculty member who teaches Bible, Church History, and Ethics at Westminster College in Fulton.  

He will be inviting some of his students to join us for the morning.  Dr. Dawson is the pastor of Dawson       

Journey Ministries which meets every Friday Night at Wilkes Blvd UMC in Columbia.  He is the  author of one 

book La Conversation Fracturée: Concepts of Race in America which is available at booksellers and online.  Dr. 

Dawson is working on a second book about colorism as it affects the American Church.  Rev. West, our                 

Minister of Music, also plays on Friday night's for Dawson Journey Ministries.  Rev. Jim will be at Court Street 

UMC so we will have a lot of wonderful music in the worship gathering.  Other plans are in process so watch 

your E-Blast for updates. 

~ Rev. Rebecca, Rev. Jim, and the Pride Planning Team 

3rd Century Campaign Update 

Many thanks to those of you who have already responded with your 

pledges and gifts for our 3rd Century Campaign.  Currently we have 

reached a total of just over $40,000 in gifts/pledges, so that leaves us 

$20,000 to go.  Remember, we are allowing pledges of two and three 

years with gifts due at the end of each year.  Our September 1 deadline 

is here for completing pledge cards and we hope to have all cards re-

turned during this first week of September.   

Our THIRD CENTURY CAMPAIGN seeks to build a solid foundation for 

our next century of work.  If you have not received a pledge card and/or 

information about the campaign, please call the office or contact Diane 

Ludwig (DBLudwig22@aol.com) or Linda Rootes 

(lindarootes@gmail.com), campaign co-chairs.   

Pride, contd.  
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Dear CSUMC, 

Thank you so much for selecting me to receive the 

Vince and Lola Watson scholarship.  I’m really excited 

to be attending Missouri State this fall and start the 

next chapter of my life.  Thank you so much again for 

your generosity and help! 

Sincerely, 

Elaina Gray  

Letters from Our Community 

Court Street UMC, 

Thank you for choosing me as a scholarship 

recipient again this year. I am extremely 

grateful for your investment in my future.  

It has greatly benefited my ability to 

achieve a college education. I will continue 

to work hard and ensure your generosity is 

not in vain. 

Thank you again. 

God Bless, 

Sierra Barker 

Letter from Breezy 

(Mary Beth Wimp) 

Greetings, 

I would like to share a quote that 

I like with you this month: “Tears 

fall for a reason and show 

strength, not weakness.” They also 

show humanity and empathy.  We 

are told in the Bible to weep with 

those that weep and rejoice with 

those who rejoice, Let’s look to Je-

sus’s examples for when we should 

weep.  When Mary and Martha’s 

brother, Lazarus, died, Jesus wept.  

Jesus wept over his beloved Jerusa-

lem when it strayed from him. Je-

sus wept over sinners and sin.  Je-

sus wept when he was faced with 

death on the cross for our sins.  So, 

there are many occasions when it 

is appropriate to weep.  

So, yes, weep when it is appropriate, but 

don’t  forget to rejoice. We have much to 

rejoice about—most of all for Christ’s 

death on the cross for us. And so, again, I 

say rejoice with love. 

Mary Beth, a.k.a Breezy 



Love One Another Ministry Grows 

Children’s Church begins again on Sunday,     

September 4th from 10:45-11:45 am.  Mona 

Bartley and Jan Finke are the teachers so you 

know the children will receive important Bible 

messages in creative ways.  To sign up, please 

complete the Children’s Church form located in 

the classroom.  

Life transitions deserve appropriate recognition.  Some are sad times and others can bring us great joy and 

new beginnings.  That is exactly what Court Street UMC did on Sunday, August 28, 2022 as we helped long

-time member Sue Lippincott begin the next chapter in her life-journey. 

Court Street UMC, the mayor, and many community organizations gathered to say a fond ‘farewell’ to our 

own Sue Lippincott and send her off to Tampa, Florida with our best wishes.   More than 74 people              

attended the event.  For over 42 years, Sue has been an active part of our church and the Fulton                         

community and assisted organizations such as Brick District Playhouse, Callaway Chamber of Commerce, 

CARDV, CASA, City of Fulton, Friends of the Library, Friends of the Memorial, Fulton Country Club, Fulton 

Public School Foundation, Grabb Animal Shelter, Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society, Our House, PEO, 

SERVE, Tanglewood Homeowners Assn., the YMCA, and many more. 

In all her work, Sue brought her quiet confidence, her sharp eye for detail, hard work, commitment, and her 

Christian faith.  During the Sunday afternoon event, Sue was presented with an award of appreciation from 

the Callaway Chamber of Commerce and many messages of good wishes from other organizations.  Mayor 

Lowe Cannell presented Sue with a proclamation declaring August 28, 2022 as ‘Sue Lippincott Appreciation 

Day’ in Fulton.  Rev. Rebecca then bestowed a special blessing on Sue that utilized Sue’s favorite Bible           

passage, the Twenty-third Psalm.  Rev. Rebecca had customized it to Sue and her new beginnings.  It was a 

touching moment.   

WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST, SUE! 

Children’s Church Back in Session 

Tamara Tateosian, Exec 
Dir, presents Sue with an 
Award of Appreciation 
from the  Chamber of 
Commerce 

Mayor Lowe Cannell    
presents Sue the                  
proclamation declaring 
it Sue Lippincott                     
Appreciation Day 

Rev Rebecca reads the 
special blessing she      
prepared for Sue 
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From the Clavinova Bench 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 

There are so many things about fall that bring me 

joy.  Driving through the Missouri hills and looking 

at the color of the leaves and roadside bushes,      

sitting by the fire pit and making S’mores.  I love                      

listening to my grandkids excited about new                     

adventures at school.  Fall reminds me how small I 

am in the big picture of life and yet how important 

I am to God. With the fall season comes things that 

bring such great comfort. 

I grew up in 

Dexter in 

the South 

East corner 

of our 

state.   As a 

young boy I 

lived right 

next door to 

my  paternal 

grandmoth-

er and an 

easy walk to 

mother’s 

parent’s 

house.  This 

was a dream 

come 

true.   I have 

so many 

fond                       

memories of family gatherings under the  massive 

American elm trees in our back yard and happy 

hours with my visiting cousins.   It couldn’t be any 

better.  We didn’t have many mountains in South 

East Missouri, but I grew up on the top side of 

Crowley’s Ridge which was left by a retreating glac-

ier during the last ice age.  The ridge was  massive 

and I felt so small either at the top looking down 

or at the bottom looking up.  On top of the ridge 

where I lived, the prairie stretched out undulating 

and covered with old growth trees.  It was beauti-

ful.  At the bottom of the ridge it was flat as a table 

all the way to the Mississippi River 50 miles 

away.  On top of the ridge in the fall, the rolling 

hills were full of color.  Red, orange,  yellow, 

brown…the beauty was beyond words.  The vistas 

spread out before me covered with vibrant          

colors.  One season would paint a picture of per-

fect greens shaded with all the right accents, this 

season would paint a picture of change that was 

full of vibrant color and warm tones.  We often 

drove after church on Sunday the few miles up to 

the Bollinger Mill, and picnic'd on the 

grounds.  Even as a child, I could see the detail of 

God’s master hand and I knew God was a God who 

created and turned things into indescribable    

beauty. 

God takes 

our heart-

aches, the 

hurts, and 

the      

messes and 

makes it all 

new, if we 

are willing 

to surrender. 

It means 

taking our 

eyes off the 

current              

surround-

ings and 

fixing our 

eyes on 

things that 

are eter-

nal.  God turns   

                                   our ashes into beauty. 

God desires to have a relationship with us above 

everything else that has been created.  God is wait-

ing each morning to meet us.  God wants us to 

make our lives vibrant with color, heavenly color, 

reflecting God’s love above all else.  But this means 

total surrender.  This means letting go of the “paint 

brush” and allowing God to paint this perfect                

picture.  Allowing God to take the areas that are 

“shaded” and “hidden” and make them new with 

color.  We are promised that through it all, God’s 

glory will be revealed. 

God wants to make us new and is waiting for us to 

surrender.  Are you willing to let go and let God? 

Photo: Fall at Bollinger Mill 
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RUMMAGE SALE 

The Rock Blasts Off for a New Year 

Members of Court Street UMC put their faith in action through 

membership in a variety of civic service organizations like        

Kiwanis, Rotary, and the Optimist Club.  In August, these three 

organizations rose to a challenge to help restock the shelves at 

the SERVE, Inc. food pantry.  As of Thursday, September 1 they 

had combined for a total of 3,780.69 pounds of food.  That’s 

219.31 pounds shy of a ton of food!  Hopefully our collective 

efforts will get us to a ton of food.  We all know that the real 

winners of this challenge are SERVE and Callaway County.  Even 

though the challenge for these civic organizations ends in         

August CSUMC is partnering with SERVE, Inc. in September for 

Hunger Action Month (see related article). 

Pictured:  Fulton Kiwanis Club Board Officers drop off 429.6 

pounds of food on August 25, 2022 at SERVE, Inc.  (Left to Right) 

John Thurmon, Mary Martin, Jennifer Helfert, Rev. Rebecca Dunger 

Peak, and Nicole Holt.  Rev. Rebecca is the President through         

September 30, 2022. 

We're so excited!!!!!  Only one more week until 

The Rock starts meeting again!  Our kick-off party 

will begin at 6 p.m. on Sunday, September 11 at 

The Rock.  While you wait, here are some ways 

you can help us get ready for the new year.  This 

year we’ll engage in some homegrown learning 

with a curriculum written by our own Rev. Jason 

Buckwalter and taught by the full team of clergy.  

Last year we spent some quality time with the 

Hebrew Bible AKA Old Testament.  This year we’ll 

be exploring the Gospel of Mark with forays into 

other Gospels from time to time.  The Rock is a 

gathering for learning and fellowship for youth 

from Middle School through High School.  Please 

help us extend the invite to one and all! 

Register you student here: https://forms.gle/1Dps8rfRPwVtBbdVA 

Sign up to help us provide food for the kickoff party: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c094aafa62aa0f58-therock 

Sign up to bring snacks: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094aafa62aa0f58-snacks 

See you SOON!  

~  Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak & Matt Branch, Court Street UMC 

    Rev. Jason Buckwalter, Heartland Church of the Nazarene 

    Rev. Heather Johnston Patten, First Christian Church & Auxvasse Christian Church 

    Rev. Aaron White, First Presbyterian Church 

Civic Organizations Serve Up Food for SERVE, Inc. The BRICK BLAST – Welcome to Our Community! 

Westminster College and William Woods                          

University have teamed up with the Brick District 

and the Super Sam Foundation for the 2022 Brick 

Blast on Thursday, September 22, 2022 from 3-6 

p.m.  This is an exciting time for us to show our 

college students/staff what the community has to 

offer.   

Court Street UMC will be participating in the event, 

sponsoring a ‘Welcome to the Community” table 

and passing out bottles of water and treats.  We’ll 

be wearing our super new t-shirts and bracelets 

from the Pride Fest, so come join us as we wel-

come Westminster and WWU students back to 

Fulton!   
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Bazaar, Cont’d.  

It is exciting to think that back in 1952 our 

church held the very first Christmas Bazaar 

and we are now  planning the 70th one.  

Amazing!  This year, funds will be used to 

help the general fund with expenses       

including some of our mission work.   

The Bazaar is not only a tradition for our 

church, but for the community.  They 

come to have our famous chili and                       

vegetable soup, a tasty sandwich, our 

wonderful homemade pie, to shop for 

unique Christmas items and treasures, and 

finally to sit out front of the church and 

watch the annual Christmas Parade go 

right by the church.  What a great legacy 

we have going!  Let’s make this one the 

BEST EVER!!! 

1: Items in the Christmas 
booth last year. 2: Mallory cre-
ates a cheerful wooden candy 
can decoration.  

1 

2 
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The first planning meeting for the 2022 Bazaar, held August 9, 2022 with 15 people attending,   

determined we will GO for a traditional Bazaar this year.  While Covid is still around, most people 

have vaccinations and the current Covid strain is not as powerful.  Covid may have slowed us down 

the past two years, but it is NOT going to cause us to miss celebrating our 70th annual Christmas 

Bazaar!   

We determined we would work toward a ‘traditional bazaar format’ with changes needed to       

account for fewer people to work and fewer to create food items and product.s  Here are the            

current plans: 

• Bazaar to be held on Saturday, December 4, our traditional 1st Saturday in December. 

• Time is shortened:  9:00 am - 1:30 pm.    

• We WILL serve lunch (meal) and have the dining room open in Fellowship Hall.  Prices for 

meal are pending, they may be raised - still discussing. 

• Booths are fewer; they will be:  Christmas Booth, Pantry Booth, Cookies Buy the Pound, and 

Rada Knives.   

• Gifts Galore booth is pending as the chair cannot be present this year; need a chair.  Or we 

may add a new Booth. 

• Need to work on volunteers to run the kitchen food line;  Bobby Mealy and Steve Bartley 

will make the chili and soup, Linda Mealy will make turkey salad (and maybe pimento salad 

depending on cost to prepare), but not work the food line.  We WILL take pre-orders on 

quarts of soup and chili. 

• Need 3-4 ‘sandwich makers’ for day of the bazaar. 

• Important to begin building product for pantry booth (canned items, candies, etc) and lo-

cate cookie bakers - - need lots of items to sell.  Chairs are: Jan Finke, Deana Ready, Mary 

Ann Echelmeier, and Linda Williams. 

• Barb Rueter, Mallory Rueter and Linda Mealy are working diligently on Christmas items so 

booth will definitely be full.  

• The Knives Plus booth will feature RADA knives, some at great discounts.  

• Sponsorships will be offered at $100 each; Diane Ludwig will handle those. 

• Les Hudson and Linda Rootes will work on cashiers, credit card machines, and money 

counting. 

• After the event, we will evaluate to see if we should continue the Bazaar, and if so, in what 

format.    

• We won’t market this as our ‘last bazaar.’ 

• We will again work with First Presbyterian Church and cross-promote with their World 

Trade Market that is the same day.                                                         

• A theme is needed.  Ideas should be submitted to Diane Ludwig, chair. 

 

70th Annual Christmas Bazaar  

is a ‘GO’ for December 4th 

Diane Burre Ludwig, Chair 

Our church has long had policies on keeping      

people, especially youth, safe within our borders.  

The current training is called “Safe Gathering” 

training and  replaced the previous “Safe                     

Sanctuary” program.   Certification requires                  

completing an application form, taking an on-line 

test, background checks, personal references, and 

a small fee. Recertifications are done every three 

years. 

We are in need of several more ‘safe gathering’ 

certified individuals. If you would like to work to 

become certified, please contact Deana Ready or 

Jan Finke.  We do need additional people Safe 

Gathering certified to assist with Children’s Church 

and other youth projects this fall and winter.  

September is Hunger Action Month across America.  A time 

when everyone in the community is asked to take action 

against hunger in our area, all month long. Hunger Action 

Month is our opportunity to help make a lasting impact on 

efforts to feed more individuals and families facing food                  

insecurity. 

You will find several shopping carts around the church, both 

upstairs and downstairs.  Let’s FILL THEM ALL!  Contents will be 

shared with both our Food Pantry @ Court Street and SERVE.  

Our own food pantry reachs some families that SERVE doesn’t 

and SERVE reaches many more families than our Food Pantry 

can serve.  So BOTH are important to those in our community 

facing food insecurities. 

During this season of supply chain delays in grocery and food 

production areas, we ask that you please bring some extra food.  A list of needed items will be found by 

each shopping cart - - take one with you to the store.  Staples such as peanut butter, mac and cheese, 

Hamburger Helper, canned fruits and canned vegetables are in short supply.  Drop them off at the 

church office Tuesday or Thursday during office hours, or bring them to the Fellowship Hall on Monday, 

Wednesday or Friday mornings when folks are walking and exercising. Or, bring it with you to church on 

Sunday morning. Let's load up the shopping carts as we recognize Hunger Action month with some     

action of our own. 

Safe Gathering Certification Continues 

Hunger Action Month Needs Our Help 

Linda Rootes, Coordinator 
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