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T his column is the devotion for Monday,                       
November 28, 2022 written by Rev.                   

Rebecca and published in the book [include                  
bibliographic information here].  In order to pro-
vide the best context for the devotion it is helpful 
to begin by reading the scriptures upon which is it 
based: Psalm 124; Genesis 8:1-19; and Romans 6:1-
11.  The book is still available on Amazon in both 
paperback and Kindle versions.  Although we will 
be celebrating Epiphany and the end of our From 
Generation to Generation worship series on Sun-
day, January 8, 2023, this same Sun-
day allows for the celebration of the 
Bapstism of the Lord. 

The Conditional Clause … There’s 

nothing quite like a conditional 

clause to inspire action. My Mom’s 

favorite conditional clause goes 

something like this: If you don’t eat 

your peas, you won’t get dessert. 

You might think I would be inspired 

to eat said vegetable. Instead, I was 

inspired to skip dessert. Fortunately for us, the 

conditional clauses prevalent in today’s readings 

are much more hope-full. 

 

The song of ascents of Psalm 124 was very likely a 

communal song intoned by the Israelites as they 

went up to the temple in Jerusalem for three festi-

vals: Passover, Pentecost, and Sukkot or the Feast 

of Booths. As the song leader bellowed the begin-

ning of the conditional clause, “If it had not been 

the Lord who was on our side—let Israel now say—

” the pilgrims would have immediately chimed in 

with the retelling of God’s deliverance punctuating 

every “then” as if it were the downbeat of the 

measure. Every stanza becoming a cause for 

thanksgiving. Every glimmer of a story inspiring 

their journey. Every verse building its rhythm to the 

crescendo of a blessing: “Blessed be the Lord, who 

has not given us as prey to their teeth.  We have 

escaped…and we have escaped.” The song finds its res-

olution in an affirmation of faith, a renewed under-

standing of the very unchanging nature of God: “Our 

help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and 

earth.” Not only would the rehearsal of God’s deliver-

ance be motivation for the journey but would inspire a 

life of faithfulness to the God who is faithful. The song 

stirred up the spark of hope within the pilgrims. 

 

Paul stirs up that spark of hope within the Roman 

Christ-followers by taking them back to the beginning 

of their life of faith, when all was made new in the wa-

ters of their baptism. The flood story in Genesis is a 

powerful reminder of God’s habit 

of redeeming creation and now 

people through the gift of water 

to wipe away the stain of sin. Be-

ing baptized into Christ means 

being welcomed into the fullness 

of his life including his death and 

resurrection.  It may seem an odd 

juxtaposition to wrap our minds 

around being baptized into Jesus’ 

death at a time of year in which 

we are preparing for his coming and coming again. If 

baptism is that wonderful convergence of a three-fold 

grace, where they meet, marry, and move us forward 

into newness of life, then Paul targets justifying grace 

aligned with Jesus’ work on the cross. Yet the Apostle’s 

conditional statement in verse 5, his crescendo, re-

minds us that death never has the last word.: “For if we 

have been united with [Jesus] in a death like his, we will 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.” 

Read that verse again, this time substitute “since” for 

“if.” That simple translation change magnifies and in-

tensifies its hope-full message that leads to a glorious 

resolution (v. 11): So you also must, in this present mo-

ment, consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 

in Christ Jesus. Paul’s certainty erases any doubt.  May 

these truths be music to your ears. 

 

From: Prepare the Way: An Advent Resource for Year A  

(2022). ©aplainaccount.org 

A Note from RR 



Christmas and Christmas Eve Services                             

at Court Street 
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The temperature on Christmas Eve was very cold (6 degrees) but it was warm and welcoming inside Court 

Street UMC’s lovely decorated sanctuary.  Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Clayton Peak provided an inspiring                 

service, complete with communion.  Tribute luminarias lined the railing as did lovely greenery.  More than 

fifty people were in attendance.  After a moving service, all attendees were given candles and asked to 

form a circle around the sanctuary.  The light was then passed from one candle to the next.  As is                         

tradition, Silent Night was the final song of the evening.   

 

All of our Christmas Eve offering went to help our community.  The gift will help the Jefferson City Habitat 

for Humanity and Afghan Resettlement Program joint project to build a home for a 14-member Afghan 

family in Fulton.  Our donation totaled $865. 

 

On Christmas morning, many braved the cold weather again to share in the joy of the day.  Rev. Jim and 

his son, Jay, provided music of celebration, Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Brenda West inspired us with a special 

poetry reading, Rev. Rebecca led a worship of joyful news, and we all enjoyed singing Christmas hymns.  

Court Street UMC can be proud of its final Christmas services. 

C    Our beautiful Christmas tree  

D    Attendees enjoy a Christmas Eve service  

B    Rev. Jim and son Jay provide special 

music on Christmas morning 

A    Attendees circle the sanctuary with candlelight while 

singing Silent Night  

   Food Pantry @ Court Street UMC 

        Linda Rootes,  Coordinator 

December 2022 Statistics at a Glance 

Households Served:   

 81 representing 190 members 

Ages Represented:   

 9 children (0-4)  

 47 children (5-17) 

 87 adults (18-59)  

 47 seniors (60+) 

General Food Pantry Donations: 

 Food Bank 3,214 pounds, 

 Walmart 40 pounds, 

 Work Crews:  

 Tues: 9  Thurs: 7   Fri: 10 

NOTE: The Food Pantry @ Court Street officially closed on 

December 31, 2022.  Court Street UMC wishes to thank each 

of the many volunteers who have worked so hard to make 

our Food Pantry the success it has been.  Each month, dozens 

of families benefitted from the food and necessities, as well 

as the smiles and kind words, they received here.   

 

A special thank you to Linda Rootes and her team for  

providing the leadership to keep it all organized, running 

smoothly, and providing the data and information needed to 

The Food Bank for Central and Northeast Missouri to be a 

partner with their organization.  We also thank our Court 

Street UMC   congregation for helping, serving, donating, 

and praying.  It has been a great experience to provide this 

service to our community.   

Court Street United Methodist 

Church, 

 

Thank you for your years of                          

partnership with The Food Bank for 

Central and Northeast Missouri. Since 

2017, the Food Pantry at Court Street 

has been an integral part of helping 

to meet the need of neighbors facing 

food insecurity, first as a mobile                    

pantry site and then as a full pantry 

partner.  In our time working                          

together, you have helped more than 

11,800 people and distributed more 

than 255,000 pounds of food and 

other products. 

 

Through countless hours of service, 

you have shared food and brought 

hope to people in your community.  

Thank you, again, for your dedication 

and compassion for your                         

community. 

 

Gratefully, 

 

Lindsay Young Lopez, 

President and CEO 

The Food Bank for                                                      

Central and Northeast Missouri  
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Wiley House Update 

      Mary Ann Echelmeier,  

Coordinator 

We had extra help in providing items for 

Wiley House this month.  After the Kiwanis 

Pancake Day at Court St UMC, biscuits and 

sausage gravy were delivered to them.  Later 

in the month, Mary Ann's Xi Epsilon Chi                 

sorority took lasagna.  With other groups 

providing extras during December, Wiley 

House guests had many treats.  

In January, we would like to provide them 

with paper products (napkins, plates, cups), 

40 gallon trash bags, laundry detergent 

PODS, and warm gloves and socks.  Please 

bring items to the church office or to church 

any Sunday. 

Baby Grace  

Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

For the month of October the following diapers 

were distributed: 

•      Parents Visited: 19 

•      Total single diapers: 95 
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Our campaign cards are coming in and 

we are very heartened by the results.  

Several folks have increased their pledge 

for the 6-mo campaign - - Thank You.  At 

this time, we are working hard to pull                       

resources together to stay open through 

the end of June and it looks very                          

promising.  If you have not turned in your 

pledge card yet, please do to by Sunday, 

January 8.  Our goal is to meet our                         

financial obligations and be able to close 

with dignity and leave a legacy.  We have 

much to be proud of in our 201 years of 

Methodism in Fulton.   

2023 Stewardship Campaign Update      

Diane Burre Ludwig and Linda Rootes, Co-Chairs     

The Rock Embarks on a 

New Year 

After a winter break, The 

Rock will embark on a new 

year of learning, growing, 

and having lots of fun from 

6-7:30 p.m. on Sundays, 

beginning January 8, 2023.   

Check out our Facebook 

page www.facebook.com/therockfulton to keep up 

with all the festivities. 

Christmas and Christmas Eve Services                             

at Court Street 
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Luminary Tributes 

Luminary bags replaced poinsettias on the 

altar this year for our annual holiday                  

Tribute recognitions. 

 
Beverly Brewer (Les & Deanna Hudson) 

The following were recognized by          

Rita Russell: 

Henry Huston & Mina Cliftton Wickell 

Willard Jewell & Gladys Condray Russell 

Ben Huston & Hattie Kemp Wickell 

Daniel G. & Barbara Key Wickell 

Robert C. & Barbara Morawski Wickell 

Maurice Bernarr & June Wickell Russell 

J    Rev. Clayton shares part of 

the messaged  

I     Rev. Brenda West and Rev. 

Rebecca present a reading  

 H   The Advent candles were 

lighted by the Kratzer/Teel 

team  

G   Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus    F   The altar at Christmas  E   Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

and Rev. Clayton Peak  



ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD DECEMBER REPORT 

Rev. Rebecca, Chair 

Barb Rueter, Vice Chair 

Linda Rootes, Lay Leader 

Jan Finke 

Linda Mealy 

Linda Williams 

At the December meeting, the following items were covered: 

 

• We hope to pay all apportionments for 2022 if finances are available.  (NOTE: This will now happen 

thanks to some unexpected year-end giving) 

• The Board approved our agreement with the Missouri Methodist Foundation to take over our church 

scholarship administration.  They already manage the funds and have staffing to also do the annual 

paperwork.  Contracts are being prepared. 

• Those wishing to be part of the virtual Annual Church Conference of our HUB group on January 15, 

should let Rev. Rebecca know soon so she can register them for the Zoom link. 

• Our subscription to Amplified will be cancelled as of December 31, 2022 to help control our finances.    

• Board voted to repurpose the exercise equipment to an outside source.  The Senior Center was                        

mentioned as a possibility. 

• Photos of the church, inside and out, are being taken for the permanent files at the Kingdom of                    

Callaway Historical Society.  Heather Dunn will do the photography. 

• The Rock Building is for sale for $75,000.  Some interest shown but no contracts yet. 

2023 Committee on                                                 

Nominations and                    

Leadership Development 

Members 2023 Administrative 

Board Members 

 

As we begin our new year, we thank the                        

current board members who have agreed to 

continue for the next six months.  They will 

help keep us on the path to close with dignity 

and leave a legacy. 

 

Linda Rootes, Chair, Treasurer, Lay Leader 

Mona Bartley, Secretary 

Mary Ann Echelmeier 

Jan Finke 

Les Hudson 

Diane Burre Ludwig 

Bobby Mealy 

Linda Mealy 

Barb Rueter 

Mallory Rueter 

Linda Williams 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

1 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

New Years Day 

2 3 

 

4 

New Office 

Hours Begin 

(W/F: 8:30– 5)  

5 

 

6 7 

8 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

After service:  

January       

Birthdays Party 

9 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

14 

 

15 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

16 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

17 

 

18 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

5 p.m. Ad Bd 

Meeting 

6:45: SOWN 

19 

 

 

 

20 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

2 –4p.m.  

Baby Grace 

21 

 

22 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

23 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

24 25 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

30 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

31 

 

  

 

 

 

 

January 2023 
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It’s the 10th annual President’s Day Trivia Night at the 

Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society (KCHS) and 

our Court Street UMC teams have a winning legacy.  

Can we do it again?    

 

The date is Saturday night, February 25, 2023; cost is 

$25 per player; teams are of 8 players; and a meal and 

desserts are provided.   The doors open at 5:30 with 

Trivia starting at 6:30 sharp.  It all happens at the 

Callaway Electric Cooperative.  The featured president 

will be drawn in early February by the mayor and all 

teams will be notified.  All other rounds are general 

trivia questions.  Bring your own non-alcoholic                             

beverages and snacks.  See Diane Ludwig or Jo James 

to sign up! 

COURT STREET UMC TRIVIA TEAMS BUILDING FOR FEB 25 

Mini Pies in February or March ?? 

Important Notes 

 

• Children’s Church closed on December 18, 2022 and will remain closed for the winter months.  

 

• All January birthday people will be honored after worship service on Sunday, January 8th. 

 

• Our 2023 Stewardship 6-mo Campaign is wrapping up and we would appreciate all pledge cards being 

turned in to the office by Sunday, January 8th.  

 

• Year-end statements will be coming soon.  Please check your statement and report any errors and/or                      

omissions to the office so corrections may be made. 

 

• The “unhanging” of the greens will happen in early January. 

 

• Save the date of February 7, 5:30-7 p.m. for our next meeting with District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Mi 

Hyeon Lee.  She will discuss future plans for us in our closing procedure.  Rev. Mark Sheets, Director of                                          

Congregational Excellence will also be part of the meeting.  

During the Bazaar, several people asked about our 

popular mini-pies.  If there is enough interest in them, 

and in bringing pie filling for them, we will consider 

doing them in February or March, as schedules allow.  

Price may have to be adjusted from the usual $5 each.  

Please let Diane Ludwig know if you are interested.   

(573-642-4664; DBLudwig22@aol.com) 

Leader Appreciation Gifts in December 
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What a WONDERFUL time we all had at our 70th Bazaar.  All our hard work paid off as our total sales are 

some of the best we’ve had in years.  Below is a chart of sales by each booth.  WOW!  What a busy day it 

was.  CONGRATULATIONS to ALL!!   

 

The following week, ReMade for a Purpose was asked to come select whatever they would like to have 

and they took almost all of the remaining items.   Our thanks to them. 

 

Our original goal was $6,000 net.  As you can see below, our total is now just under $10,000 net.  We had 

the most sponsorships ever.  Overall, this will certainly help us close out the year in a better financial            

position as our 70th, and final Bazaar, leaves quite an impressive legacy. 

Our outstanding clergy leaders, Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

and Rev. Jim West, and our outstanding Administrative                        

Assistant, Mick Brewer, were each presented with a financial                   

Holiday Appreciation gift in late December.  Our thanks to 

the congregation for their special gifts to make this                             

possible.   

Our Card Ministry took to the road with special Christmas greetings to the 

folks unable to worship with us each Sunday.  Church family had prepared 

cards for each person and placed them in specially prepared bags.  Cards 

were then delivered the week of Christmas by Linda Williams and Jan 

Finke who added their own Christmas greetings and special cheer to each 

visit. There were many thanks and much gratitude from recipients for                  

being remembered by their church friends at Christmastime.  

2022 BAZAAR Final Report    

Diane Burre Ludwig, chair 

2022 BAZAAR Totals 

  
  

Christ-
mas 

Booth 

Cookies 
Buy the 
Pound 

Gifts 
Galore 
Booth 

Knives 
Plus 

Booth 

Pantry 
Booth 

Dona-
tions 

Food/
Dining 
Room        

(on site) 

Pre-
Or-

dered 
Food 

TOTAL 

On-Site 
Total 

$ 1,077 $  560 $  896 $  471 $ 1,038 $ 110 $  882 $  782 $ 5,816 

# Sales 45 70 73 34 91 19 51 27   

Addl 
Sales 

                $  2,239 

Spon-
sorship
s 

                $  4,600 

IN-
COME 

                $ 12,754 

Ex-
penses 

                $   1,737 

NET 
TOTAL 

                $11,017 

Our Christmas Card Ministry  

Linda Williams, Chair             


