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T he Christmas trees have been stored for 

the next holiday season and other items 

and artwork have returned to their rightful place 

on the table in my office.  Without the three small, 

table-top trees obscuring the view I can now easily 

see a verse that has long been 

a source of inspiration.  Many 

years before acknowledging 

my call to ministry, my pastor 

encouraged me to attend a 

district-sponsored youth                     

ministry leadership training.        

As the youngest adult in the                     

congregation it was assumed 

that I would be the best person 

to build the church’s youth 

ministry.  One of the                                

ice-breaker activities required 

us to sit facing each other in a 

large circle.  As we introduced 

ourselves we were to answer 

the question, “Who is your                      

favorite Bible hero?”  Countless 

folks named David, Abraham, 

Jacob, Joseph, Paul, and Peter.  

Not one of my cohorts named 

a woman of the Bible as their 

hero until I raised my voice, 

“Esther.”  Quizzical looks 

spread from one face to                                     

another.  “She saved her                           

people,” I offered in an attempt to answer                               

seemingly unspoken questions.  The conversation 

moved on without missing a beat.  Here's the 

thing, simply saying her name, personal, Biblical 

hero certainly made my heart skip a beat.  It was a 

moment of realization and acknowledgment—a 

A Note from RR 

moment that lingers in my soul as I come back to 

her and this verse again and again.  The verse on 

the wall invites me into a time of discernment 

and deep conversations with God, “What have 

You created me to do and be in this moment, 

this  situation?” 

It may be helpful for us to 

revisit Esther’s story.  Raised 

by her uncle Mordecai,        

Esther was born into a                 

marginalized population of 

Jewish people.  She                           

ascended to an unlikely      

position of privilege as the 

new queen.  The story leads 

us to believe she was able to 

pass as someone from the 

prevailing culture and                     

people of the area.  She        

ascended to a position of 

privilege and power.                     

Learning of a plot to                               

annihilate her people by one 

of the rising politicians, her 

uncle Mordecai sends an 

informant with the message: 

Don’t think that just because 

you live in the king’s house 

you’re the one Jew who will 

get out of this alive.  If you 

persist in staying silent at a 

time like this, help and                 

deliverance will arrive for the Jews from someplace 

else; but you and your family will be wiped out.  

Who knows?  Maybe you were made queen for 

just such a time as this. 

~Esther 4:12-14, The Message 

Perhaps this is the moment for which you were created. 

~ Esther 4:14 

Continued on page 2.  
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It’s time for Valentines again!  The Card 

Ministry will be  accepting Valentine Cards 

for our folks at home and in  nursing 

homes beginning Sunday, January 29, 

through  Monday, February 6.   A list is 

available in the Lobby area.  Send them a 

cheery message and let these loved ones 

know just how important they are to our 

church family.  The  individual bags will be                      

delivered as near February 14th as                       

possible. 

Valentine Cards Share the Love 

Linda Williams, Chair 

This pointed statement of fact moved Esther to a time of discernment steeped in a type of prayer known as 

fasting.  She called the people and her maids to join her in this time of prayer.  The power of this collective 

prayer gave her the needed courage to buck the laws and societal conventions, even risking her own life, to 

speak for justice and righteousness.  The result?  The people were saved!  God used Esther to deliver her 

people, God’s people. 

Whenever I perceive myself to be at a pivotal moment, I step into a time of discernment, “For such a time as 

this.  God, you have brought me to this time and place because I have something to offer and something to 

learn.  O God, reveal your truth.  What do you need of me here and now?” 

Court Street UMC is at a pivotal moment.  I believe this is the moment for which you were created, each and 

every one of you, as uncomfortable and grief laden as the moment may be.  YOU are the ones in a position 

to determine the future, the next, the 3rd century for this congregation.  May we, like Queen Esther,                      

dedicate ourselves to an intentional time of discernment that is bathed in prayer.  Until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit, 

R2 

RR Note, Continued. 

The Rock Flips Flapjacks in February 

We hope you’ll prepare yourselves for Lent with a flapjack 

feast.  Once again we’re hosting a Pancake Supper from 5-7 

p.m. on Fat Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at the First                                                      

Presbyterian Church.  Donations will be accepted.  A tithe of 

the donations received will be shared with a missional                            

organization in the community selected by the youth.  The 

bulk of the funds will be used for a mission project or trip in 

the future.  The youth are beginning to dream about what 

that might look like.  Stay in the loop about all the festivities 

@ The Rock on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/

therockfulton. 

Court Street UMC Staff Wishes Everyone in Our Faith Community 

 a Happy Valentines Day! 

 
As we enter the “Month of Love,” let us remember to center love in all that we do, and all those 

whom we surround ourselves with. 

 

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:13  

 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 

on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 

the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7  

 

Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.  

 

1 Peter 4:8  



IMPORTANT NOTES                                    

• All February birthday people will be honored after worship 

service on Sunday, February 12th 

• Year-end Giving Statements for 2022 are available for 

pickup at Sunday morning worship.  Those remaining will 

be mailed in late January.  If you have any questions or 

adjustments need to be made, please contact the church 

office. 

Baby Grace  

Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

December (Correction updated) 

Parents that visited Baby Grace -----------------19 

Total packages handed out------------------------23 

Total single diapers handed--------------------1150 

January 2023 

Parents that visited Baby Grace--------------------6 

Total packages handed out--------------------------7 

Total diapers handed out--------------------------350 

Wiley House Update 

     Mary Ann Echelmeier,  

    Outreach & Witness                          

    Coordinator 

On Monday, January 23rd, blankets, 

laundry pods, paper products,                         

energy drinks, ground coffee, 

trash bags, and gloves were donated to 

Wiley House. Thank you to Linda                   

Hogan, Maurine Long, and the food 

pantry for the donations, and Parker 

Echelmeier for helping to deliver.  

On Friday, January 27, Court Street 

UMC provided the evening meal of 

baked ham, scalloped potatoes, and 

green beans. Thank you to Maurine 

and Jerry Long for donating the ham, 

and Parker Echelmeier for helping to 

deliver the meal.  

Laundry pods, 30-gallon trash bags, 

and paper towels are always needed. 

Thank you for your generosity.  
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Court Street UMC will again be taking two teams 

to the President’s Day Trivia Night on February 25 

in support of the Kingdom of Callaway Historical 

Society.   The event is already SOLD OUT for play-

ers.  If you want to attend and just watch the fun, 

the cost is $15 and you get the meal and a seat on 

the sidelines.  Join the fun at Callaway Electric at 

5:30 p.m. for the meal with Trivia beginning 

sharply at 6:30 p.m.  The featured president this 

year will be John Quincey Adams and one round 

of Trivia is on him.  Don’t worry about what you 

don’t know, come LEARN some new trivia.  Con-

tact Jo James at 642-6026 to sign up.  It’s FUN! 

Thanks to the generosity and vision of our donors years ago, Court Street United Methodist Church has 

been able to support local students going on to higher education. We thank God for the success of the 

many recipients of the following scholarship awards: 

The Vince and Lola Watson Memorial Scholarship 

The Virginia Rosser Memorial Scholarship 

The Mary E. Wilson Memorial Music Scholarship 

While the financial funds of these scholarships have long been managed by the Missouri United Methodist 

Foundation in Columbia, Court Street UMC has now transferred the administration of the actual applications 

and payments to the Foundation also.  These three funds will provide scholarships for students for years to 

come.   

Applications for the 2023-2024 academic year can be found online by searching “Missouri United Methodist 

Foundation scholarship application.” The deadline for all application material is April 1. 

For follow-up information or questions, please call the Foundation office at 573-875-4168. 

Court Street UMC Scholarships Have New Processes 

Linda Roots, Treasurer 

2023 Holidays and Office Closure January-June 

Historical Society Trivia Night Update 

Diane Burre Ludwig 

Day(s)   2023 Date(s)   Holiday Closure 

Monday  January 2   New Year’s Monday 

Monday  April 10^   Easter Monday 

Monday  May 29    Memorial Day Monday 

^Do not close on Good Friday; closed on Monday 
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Barb Rueter (left) and Linda Mealy welcome 

everyone to the delicious lasagna luncheon. 

As we move along on our journey into our 3rd 

century, our congregation stopped for an ‘update 

luncheon and Table Talk’ on Sunday, January 29, 

2023 after worship. More than 29 people                              

attended. Both Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Jim had 

updates of our official situation from the                        

Conference Office. There was good news of other 

churches wanting to help us, offering space to 

worship, keeping us in their prayers, and                           

supporting our needs in whatever way they 

could. It all felt very affirming. Still we have big 

decisions to make and difficult steps to take.                     

Discussions centered on “What is the church?” 

and “What is the purpose of the church?” We 

worked in groups as we looked at various                 

options currently available and shared ideas. A 

survey at the end allowed for anonymous                                 

feedback. In general we want to stay together as 

a congregation and will consider a variety of                              

locations in which to worship.  

Thanks to our strong stewardship, will be finan-

cially viable through June at least, as we continue 

our journey of discernment. Everyone is invited 

to the next Table Talk on Tuesday evening, Feb-

ruary 7th, from 5:30-7:00 with District Superin-

tendent Rev. Dr. Mi Hyeon Lee and Director of 

Congregational Excellence Rev. Mark Sheets.  

Community Lenten Lunches Return in March 2023 

Discernment Luncheon Provides Updates 

Rev. Rebecca leads discussion 

among the groups. 

Rev. Rebecca will lead the conversations on                        

Wednesday, March 15.  Court Street UMC will be                          

providing lunch the same day.  Linda Mealy is                              

coordinating our lunch efforts.   

To assist with the preparation, serving, and clean up 

please reach out to either Linda or the church office 

at (573) 642-5721 or at umccourtstreet@gmail.com 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

 

 

  

 

1 

 

6: 45: SOWN 

2 

Groundhog Day 

3 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

4 

 

5 

 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

6 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

7 

5:30-7 pm: 

Meeting with 

District Super-

intendent  

 

8 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

6:45: SOWN 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

11 

 

12 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

After service:  

February     

Birthdays Party 

13 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

 

14 

Valentines 

Day 

15 

 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

5 p.m. Ad Bd 

Meeting 

 

6:45: SOWN 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

2 –4pm 

Baby Grace 

18 

 

19 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

20 

Presidents Day 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

 

 

21 

 

22 

Ash                    

Wednesday 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

6:45: SOWN 

7:30: AW                

Service 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

10 a.m. Sunday 

School 

10:45am   

Worship 

 

27 

8:30 a.m.      

Mission Fit 

9: 30 a.m. 

Walking 

28     

February 2023 
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Letters from Our Community 

Court Street Friends, 

I want to pause and take a        

moment to thank you all for the 

generosity you showed me  with my 

Christmas gift.  It was, as always, 

deeply appreciated.  I have so very 

much cherished my time with you 

all (three years this past                         

December!) and, although the 

church’s future may be uncertain 

in this moment, I look forward to 

seeing how the ongoing dialogues 

between you all will shape the               

organization’s future—one in 

which I hope to be around for. 

Mick 

To my Church Family, 

Thanks for the Christmas cards,  

As I read and reflected on each 

person, it was like being in church 

service or other church-related ac-

tivities.  

I appreciate being remembered. 

Bonnie Maddox 

Thank you all for the generous 

Christmas gift that you shared 

with me.  It has been one of the 

high privileges of my life to be 

your musician, and be associated 

with Court Street United Methodist 

Church.  I love you all. 

-Jim 

Beloveds of Court Street UMC, 

Time and again your generosity 

humbles me!  I am grateful for 

your Christmas gift.  I continue                      

to pray we will discover together 

untold blessings in this new year 

of ministry. 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Rebecca 
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Worship Through the Lens of Lent:  

Series Focused on Seeking Honest Questions                             

for Deeper Faith 

The lectionary for Year A offers us many stories of Jesus encountering people who are seeking: Nicodemus comes 

to him in the veil of night, he approaches a Samaritan woman at a well, he heals a man born without sight.  In these 

stories, each person is seeking a new beginning, a different life, a deeper faith.  What unfolds is an exchange filled 

with questions and exploration.  Often, an unveiling occurs—assumptions are disrupted, a new perspective is re-

vealed, mystery grows. 

And so, our Lenten series is crafted around questions.  Many of weekly questions feel restorative (“Can these bones 

live?”).  Some feel like a charge or challenge (“Who will you listen to?”).  Some questions are hopeful and curious 

(“How do we begin again?”)  Our questions won’t necessarily lead to answers, but they can help us find clarity and a 

new perspective.  Ultimately, we pray they lead to a new beginning, a restoration, a wider grace. 

Like the characters in our Lenten scriptures, we are also seeking many things: clarity, connection, wonder, justice, 

balance.  We are seeking our calling, the sacred, and how to live as a disciple.  Throughout the turbulence of the 

past few years, many of us are asking bit questions about our lives and our faith.  We pray this series will help us 

unpack some of those big questions in ways that are honest an faithful.  Throughout this season, we hope you will 

continually ask yourself:  what am I seeking?  What is God seeking?  Engage with us, wont’ you, in the spiritual prac-

tice of seeking.  Stay curious, open, and nimble.  We hope we’ll soften our assumptions and expand our perspec-

tives.  We pray that these questions will create a safe space to explore—to be drawn more deeply into the fullness 

of life, into the heart of God. 

 

 Seeking: Is this the fast that I choose? on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Seeking: Who will you listen to? on February 26 

 Seeking: How do we begin again? on March 5 

 Seeking: Will you give me a drink? on March 12 

 Seeking: Who sinned? on March 19 

 Seeking: Can these bones live? on March 26 

 Seeking: Where are you headed? on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2 

 Seeking: Will you wash my feet? on Maundy Thursday, April 6 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Seeking: Why have you forsaken me? on Good Friday, April 7 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Seeking: Who are you looking for? on Easter Sunday, April 9 


