
R2 Note …   

Grief is messy, complicated, and exhausting.  It is 

also one of the side effects of love.  I’m mindful of 

Paul’s words to the Christ followers in Rome: 

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 

revealed to us. … 31 What then are we to say about 

these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 

32 He who did not 

withhold his own Son 

but gave him up for 

all of us, how will he 

not with him also give 

us everything else? 

33 Who will bring any 

charge against God’s 

elect? It is God who 

justifies. 34 Who is to 

condemn? It is Christ 

who died, or rather, 

who was raised, who 

is also at the right 

hand of God, who also 

intercedes for us. 

35 Who will separate 

us from the love of 

Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or 

famine or nakedness or peril or sword? …37 No, in 

all these things we are more than victorious 

through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced 

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 

39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

(Romans 8:18, 31-35, 37-39; NRSVUE) 

Grief cannot separate us from love—neither our 

love of those we hold dear nor even our church.  

We have spent years, decades, centuries even, 

building relationships and ministries that leave an 

indelible mark—an imprint of love. 

It’s this love that drew those who were able to             

attend our called Church Conference at 5:30 p.m. 

on Tuesday, March 28, 2023, into the beauty and 

peace of the                              

sanctuary.  We were 

joined by dear 

friends of the                                

congregation and 

leaders of our sister 

congregation, Shiloh 

UMC, whose                             

presence blanketed 

the proceedings 

with prayer.  Under 

the leadership of 

North Central       

District                  

Superintendent, Rev. 

Dr. Mi Hyeon Lee, 

those voting    

members gathered 

marked a paper ballot with their answer to the 

question, Shall Court Street United Methodist 

Church officially close, currently scheduled for July 

15, 2023?  Of 24 ballots cast, 21 were in favor of 

closure while 3 were opposed. 

For a moment, in my grief, the verse from Matthew 

about creation’s response to Jesus’ last breath 

took on new life:  At that moment the curtain of 

the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  

The earth shook, and the rocks were split (Mt. 

27:51, NRSVUE).  Even creation grieved Jesus’ 

death.  Our grief may feel earth-shattering at 
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times.  It may wash over us in waves.  Let 

us agree in our shared grief to be gentle 

with ourselves and with one another, to 

extend grace, knowing that each of us will 

process our grief in different ways and at 

varying paces.  Though we are mindful 

that our Lenten journey does not end at 

the cross but at the empty tomb, let us 

not be afraid to linger at the foot of the 

cross for a moment giving space for the 

tears to flow.  Yes, there are many things 

to be done in order to bring 202 years of 

ministry to a fitting end.  There is, after all, 

a legacy to attend to—and that is exciting!  

The fact that so many of you want a           

memento is a reminder of the impact of 

this community of faith on your lives.  In 

that is hope.  But even Jesus didn’t rush to the resurrection.  He took three days to tend to the business 

that needed tending.  And when the time was right, the Son rose up with the sun.  And we will, too.  We 

will leave well.  We will find new spiritual homes.  We will continue to nurture our relationships with one 

another.  Some of us may still meet at the diner for lunch at noon on Sundays.  We will keep the faith 

because no amount of darkness can drown the light. 

Dear Ones, we will keep you informed as plans develop about the final worship gathering and the                     

distribution of mementos and artifacts.  Your Administrative Board will continue to do the business of 

the church as they meet in April, May, and June.  Leaders will begin working with the Annual                                         

Conference to develop a plan to close well.  In the meantime, there is a confirmation program to be 

planned, new members to welcome, families to diaper and clothe at Baby Grace, walkers to do their 

laps throughout the building, guests to welcome at MissionFit, meals to prepare for our friends at Wiley 

House, and a very special 50th anniversary celebration. 

I leave you with our closing benediction, a portion of the beloved hymn God Be with You till We Meet 

Again.  As we held hands in a circle we sang: 

God be with you till we meet again; 

by his counsels guide, uphold you, 

with his sheep securely fold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 

Till we meet, till we meet, 

till we meet at Jesus' feet; 

till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again. 

And until we meet again, 

May God’s grace and peace enfold your spirit, 
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Court Street UMC 

719 Court St 

Fulton, MO 65251 

Office Hours: Wednesday and Friday 8:30-5  

Phone: 573-642-5721 

Email: UMCCourtStreet@gmail.com 

www.courtumc.org 

www.Facebook.com/courtstreetunitedmethodist 

Pastor: Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak 

Email: RevRSquared@gmail.com 

Phone: 573-416-4023 

Office hours: when available and by appointment 

 

Mission 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

 

Vision 

We are an imperfect people learning to love  

perfectly, discovering with our neighbors hope and  

wholeness through Jesus Christ. 

 

Staff 

Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak, Pastor 

Rev. Jim West, Minister of Music 
 

Sunday Worship 

10 a.m. Adult Sunday School  

10:45 a.m.  In-Person and Online Worship Service 

 



 
Distribution Guidelines Being Developed 

Closing with Dignity – Leaving a Legacy 

Farewell to Rev. Rebecca 

Striving to be fair and equitable in giving items a new home, the Administrative 

Board is working on guidelines for requests from members for items or property 

from Court Street UMC.  Until they are finalized, please direct all inquiries to Diane 

Burre Ludwig, Distribution Committee Chair, at DBLudwig22@aol.com or call at 

573-642-4664.  She is compiling ALL requests and information.   

A form has been developed to request items (up to 3 items) and the rationale.  

They are to be turned in by May 14.  All forms will be reviewed, decisions made, 

and contacts made.  Once final dates for worship services and/or church events 

are set, we will establish times for items to be picked up.  Should costs be                           

involved, they will be determined on a case-by-case basis.   

Thank you for caring about Court Street UMC and 

our heritage, and for giving some of it a new 

and loving home.  You are helping us                             

continue the process of closing with dignity 

and leaving a legacy. 

After nine years at Court Street UMC as our faithful pastor, Rev. Rebecca Dunger Peak will be accepting a 

new position this summer. With Court Street UMC’s closing, it is an especially difficult time for all of us.   

April 30 will be Rev. Rebecca’s last day to worship with us as she has a spiritual retreat to attend and                  

vacation time due her.  So please help us say farewell to her at a gathering currently being planned. Details 

to come. 

Court Street 
UMC 

-Serving Fulton 
since 1821- 

Closing with 
Dignity, 

Leaving a 
Legacy 
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Let’s Explore Methodist Fresh Expressions 

The Rock Rolls into April 

Here’s what’s rolling at The Rock for April:  The 

Rock will be wrapping up its Lenten Sticky Faith 

study Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2.  We’ll take 

the weekend of Easter off, encouraging our 

youth to celebrate the resurrection with their 

families.  Yet, the Easter celebration doesn’t end 

on Sunday, April 9.  We’ll reunite on Sunday, 

April 16 for a new tradition: Easter Egg Scaven-

ger Hunt.  Who doesn’t love a scavenger hunt?!  

On Sunday, April 23 we’ll get back into our 

homegrown study, Immediately!, focusing on 

Mark’s gospel.  We want to give a shout out to 

Matthew Branch, a faithful volunteer from 

CSUMC at The Rock.  He is a valued member of 

our adult crew who helps at the drop of a hat.  

We couldn’t do it without him!  Way to go, 

Matt!  We hold you in high regard!! 

As we ponder the future of United Methodism in Fulton 

we can hatch some new and creative ideas at an                         

upcoming workshop not far from our neck of the woods.  

The North Central District is bringing the Methodist Fresh 

Expressions Author Michael Adam Beck, to the district to 

do a 2-part training for our Laity and Clergy around the 

district.  The Clergy-specific date is April 20th, and the 

Laity date is May 6th.  Both events start at 9:30 am and 

end at 3:30 pm.  This class will be a great benefit for 

those churches looking for something new and fresh, 

something to get them inspired, Michael Beck and his 

team will inspire and give great new ideas for all types of 

churches at this event.  The District encourages at least 2 

laity leaders to attend per church but the whole                         

leadership team would be more beneficial. 

The overall fee was $30 dollars per person, but the North 

Central District is covering $10 dollars of that fee for our 

district laity and clergy making the registration $20                   

dollars total.  Lunch and refreshments will be provided 

and are covered by the registration fee. 

These training will be offered Thursday, April 20th and 

Saturday May 6th, from 9:30 am-3:30 pm at Community 

UMC located at 3301 W Broadway, Columbia, MO 65203.  

Register at https://missouri-reg.brtapp.com/

NCFreshExpressionsMay202306 

Easter  

Scavenger 

Hunt 
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Easter Egg Hunt Kicks-Off Final Easter at 

Court Street 

Jan Finke, Coordinator  

Lenten Luncheons Inspire Each Wednesday 

We are having an Easter Egg Hunt on 

Easter Sunday!  Join us on April 9, 

2023 for a great time in the courtyard 

finding eggs!  Spread the word--we 

want lots of children there!!   

The hunt will be from 10:00 to 10:20 

a.m. with snacks and crafts from 

10:20 to 10:40. Children should bring 

their own basket or may enjoy a 

'bunny basket' made by the church 

team to gather the eggs.  Meet in the 

Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. to 

begin. 

We are excited to be using                                      

candy-filled Easter Eggs from the 

Kiwanis Club of Fulton, a fundraising 

project they are doing this year.  

Come enjoy our activities and this 

very special final Easter Egg Hunt! 

The community is enjoying the weekly Lenten                           

Luncheons held each Wednesday in March at First 

Christian Church.  The speaker for the March 15                       

luncheon was our own Rev. Rebecca who spoke to a 

group of approximately 40 attendees.  Court St UMC 

provided a delicious meal of lasagna and salad with a 

selection of pies for dessert, all provided by Linda 

Mealy and crew.  

The luncheons focus this year on the book, “The Lord’s 

Prayer: A Guide to Praying to Our Father,” by Welsey 

Hill.  Rev. Rebecca led the group in discussing 

“forgiving our trespasses as we forgive those who                     

trespass against us.”   Court Street UMC has always         

enjoyed being a part of the Lenten Luncheons and 

bringing our community together during the Easter 

season. 

Rev. Rebecca leads discussion 
at Lenten Luncheon 

 

Wiley House Update 

                             Mary Ann Echelmeier, Coordinator 

Thank you to the Fellowship Sunday School Class for 
providing funds to purchase the March meal for Wiley 
House.  Another thank you to Jan and Alan Finke for 
ordering the meal - - fried chicken, macaroni salad,                 
potato salad, and cookies from Moser’s  -  -  and for 
personally delivering it to Wiley House.  Because of all of 
your generous help,  I was able to have a lovely visit 
with my family in Idaho in March.                                  
God bless you all.  

 

Baby Grace 

Linda Mealy, Coordinator 

 

For the month of March the following 

diapers and items were distributed: 

• 5 parents visited the Baby Grace 

room. 

• 7 packages of diapers were 

picked up. 

• Number of total diapers handed 

out:  350 diapers 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

April Birthdays - April birthday people will be honored on April 9
th

, after church on 

Easter Sunday.  

Church World Service Project  -  It is not too late to make a donation for the blankets 

needed by Church World Service for their current project.  Make your gift in the wooden 

box in the Narthex with the CWS sign on it.  Make checks to Church World Service and 

put “blankets” in the memo section. 

Hymnals and Bibles – We are working to get Bibles and hymnals with nameplates to 
their proper ‘families.’  If you think you may have claim to such a book, let Jan Finke 
know. 
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Easter Card Ministry has April 2nd Deadline 

Please have your Easter cards placed in the                           

individual bags in the Narthex by Sunday, April 

2nd.  They will be delivered the following week.  

Help share the Easter message to our Court 

Street UMC family who cannot join us in church.  

Let us show our love for one another - - and 

honor God.  


